




















RADIO 














I'SCREEN | 














Vol. 130 No. 7 


Weekly at 454 West 46th 


December 
c ory RIGHT, 


_NEW x ORK, 


Street, 


New York, N , by Variety. Inc 
22, 1905, at the tits Office at New 
_198 38, By N ARIETY, INC, ALL RIGHT 


W EDNES :D AY, 


fork, N , 


STAGE 








ual subscription, . Single mpies, 15 cent 


4 
under 


S RESERVED, 


APRIL 21, 1938 


VARIETY 


Publi shed 


Entered as second-class matier the act of March 3, 1879. 


PRICE 


wad 





64 PAGES 


URGE U.S. RADIO STATION 





Rockefellers’ Show Biz Gross, In 
R.C. Chiefly, Around $7,000,000 a Yr. 


a oe 4 


Casual survey of the Rockefellers 
show biz interests reveals that they 
virtually every 
industry. 


a finger in 
the 
Direct annual gross is approximate- 
ly $7,000,009. 

Broken down, or up, Rockefellers’ 
yearly gross at the Radio City Music 
Hall is almost $5,000,000; niteries, the 
Rainbow Room and Rainbow Crill, 
$1,000,000; an unestimated take from 
the Center theatre, which is officially 
regarded as ‘not having found itself’; 


have 


phase of amusement 


and $500,000 from the sightseers 
making the 40c and $1 Radio City 


rubberneck jaunts. This does not in- 


clude the Williamsburg (Va.) 
project; the returns on landlording 
the entire Rockefeller Center proj- 
ect, the Chase Bank (Rockefeller- 
controlled) holdings in 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, or he credits against 
RKO 


individual members of 


may be 


Although 
the family 


sider themselves showmen, this 
would appear to be an ostrich-like 
attitude, since their show business 


entures are among the biggest en- 
terprises of the kind in the country. 


Within a decade, the family fame of | 


. 





reluctant to con-| 


oil, golf, dimes and philanthropy has | 


extended to 
choreography, 
(Continued on page 


cinematurgy, 
29) 





Lawiessness Brings 
Nitery Check on 2 Oil 


Towns i in Oklahoma 


Stillwater, Okla., April 26. 
Sheriff L. L. Fisher has slapped 
the lid on niteries and dance halls 
of Payne county’s two newest oil 


field boom towns, Paradise and Gray 
City. Fisher cracked down after he 
was called to quell about 50 drunks 


fighting in the streets of the twin 
cities 

Night life in Oklahoma oil field 
boom towns is notorious for its 


wholehearted wildness. Several 
years ago, Bud Blue, a deputy sheriff, 
killed 11 men in nine months while 
cleaning up Ragtown, one of the 
more boisterous spots, where nitery 
operators had guards in bullet proof 
cages day and night. 

Blue’s method of cleaning up the 
town was simple. He a nitery 
curfew hour, then drove down 
Streets in a high powered car, 
ing shot into every door wit 
padlock. 


ordered 


pump- 
hout a 


Gest Impresarioing 
Midgets at 39 Fair 
Morris Gest 
of New 
(25) for 
Faic had 
the gag, 
He s 
day) 


with ft Ticials 
Fair Monday 


city concession 


signed 
York World’s 
the midget 
several other deals 
but selected Gest 

ils for France today (Wed 
where he will sign up troupe 
of Gallic shorties for the event 


yn for 


embrace physiognomy, | 
drama- | 








Funerals by Telephone 


Tacoma, April 26. 

A mike has been installed in 
the funeral church of Buckley- 
King here to pick up sermons, 
organ music and singing to 
transmit to amplifiers in all 
parts of the building. In addi- 
tion, ear phones have been pro- 
vided for persons who are hard 
of hearing. 

It is also possible with the 
equipment for those unable to 
attend a funeral service to lis- 
ten over their telephones in 
their own homes 


FISGIT 











NIX UNCOOLED 


B WAY LEGIT 
HOUSES 


Number of managers are refusing 
to use Broadway theatres not 
equipped with up-to-date cooling 
systems. Such a situation is reported 
to have arisen in the booking of ‘I 
Married an Angel,’ promising new 
Dwight Deere Wiman musical, 


Understood the Shuberts proposed 
spotting ‘An el’ in the Imperial. Pro- 
jucer is said to have replied that the 
house would be acceptable if an air- 


} conditioning plant were installed, 


lare the Majestic, 


nearby 


the 


New York, 


‘Angel’ is also mentioned as a pos- 
sibility for the Winter Garden, 
has a modern cooling plant, 


Shubert-operated theatre. Others 
available in addition to the Imperial 
Shubert and 46th 
Street. 


Imperial has operated through the 


summer period several times, despite | 
the fact that it is considered difficult | 


to maintain a moderate temperature 
there during hot weather. 
is said to be the presence of steam 
pipes in the basement. Pipes supply 
hotels with heat and hot wa- 
belong to a utility company. 


ter and 


Jimmy Walker’s Slant 


Jimmy Walker, former mayor of 
was asked by Ed Wolf 
ilent agent, why he didn’t look for 
1 comedy spot in radio Occasion 

is Walker's m.c.’ing of a program 


which WMCA, N. Y., 


itself on its new studios. 


+ 


Reply was that it woul a hurt the 
Walker rep as a lawyer. ‘Judges 
and juri night look upon me asa 
comedian in the courtroom and 
laugh at my pleas.’ 


BLAaT 





MOT 


| re 


'Several Proposals in Wash- 


casting for South Ameri- 
can Counter - Propaganda 
| Against Europeans 


ARMY AND NAVY 


Washington, April 26. 


Proposals to S. Govern- | 
ment 
—under the cloak of 
will between Wes 
republics—gets C con- 
Sideration as soon as villion-dol- | 
lar Navy bill is out of the way. 

With another Federal 
operation being dropped in the hop- 
per, movement to nstruct 
licly-owned transmitter 
bolstering international relations, as 
well as to provide education for the 
peons, moves forward on 
fronts. Two sets of legislative hear- 
ings are in the cards 
about to receive pat on the back 
from President Roosevelt’s special 
committee on 
casting. 

Initial move 
where Naval Affairs Subcommittee 
| chairmaned by Senator Homer 
| Bone of Washington is readying to | 
get reaction to suggestion of Senator 
| Dennis Chavez of New Mexico that 


put the U 


s90d- |} 
mi phe re 


promoting 
tern He 
yngressional 


the 


measure for 


slated in the Senate | 











’ 


| 

| Congress authorize a high-powered | 
short-waver at San Diego. No date| 
set, but the House Naval Affairs | 


Committee expected to hold hearings 


which | 
If that | 
booking is consummated ‘Hooray for | 
What’ will probably move to another | 


before adjournment on the rival bills 
of Representatives Emanuel Celler | 
(Continued on page 35) 


HILUBILLIES 
FORM UNION 


| 
teason | 


spur sh, 


April 26. 
Claiming musicians’ union was 


forcing them out of work because 


they didn’t hold cards, hillbilly en- 
ertainers in Pittsburgh district have 
rrganized a closed shop of their own, 
with T H yn } p len 
More than 167 signed up at the get- 
iway and a drive is now on to make 
> memb hip 100 among the 450 
odd hillbill 1 thi tior 
Circumsta for 1 ti n to o 
inize Ha ) 11a n | 
e! R i n ised to ad- 
mi t m, ¢ i i yuidr 
read a score and it ) 
nad really i a1) 
G sv H 
b Ent i { ind oa 
ypen for ) ) i Y i ) 
ifrom either AFL or CIO 


VATE WEA 


| ington for United States | 
to Actively Enter Broad- 


three | 


and idea is| 


international broad- | 





—_—_——_—-+ 





2-for-1 Eatery 


Minneary anlte 
business 
forte, even one of the | 
Twin City eateries, the 
St. Paul, has gone in for 
for-one’s. 

It advertises 


April 26. 
With anything but 
-adin 
Hote 


LWO- 


I 


that in its 


swanky Club Casino, with 
every two meals ordered, one 
will be given gratis. 














BWAY NITERYS 
DAYTIME ICE 
SKATIN 


—— 


directly into the radio busi ness | 


} 
| 


a pub-| 
as means Of | 


| International Casino on Broa lway 


| is flirting with the idea of introduc- 
ing cocktail hour ice skating for pa- 
trons, coincident with the opening 
of Music Corp. of America’s ‘Ice 
| Frolics’ on May 7. Would be only 
|summer ice-skating rink in wad 
York, 

Patron cutting-up would only be} 
permitted during the afternoon ses- 
sion, Show of 29 people would oc- 
cupy surface at night. 
covered with removable planking for 
dancing. Question of public 
| insurance is holding up 
| tion of plans. 


‘SPONSORED NEWS IDEA 
AS BROADWAY AD GAG 


Sponsored news flashes are slated 
for Broadway. Flash News Corp. has 
| just concluded a three-year lease 
{with Loew’s State Building, 1 
|part of the facade for news reports 
'in lights similar to the N. Y. Times 
Idea is to | 





| 


li ability 
COnsUMMa- 


‘nting 


ring around its building. 
guarantee advertisers nigh fh 1 
tarting around June 1 

|}pending with the United ha *S 


ifurnish news at $13,000 

Wilson’s Whiskey 
on Broadway pres 
cartoons in electric 


Stoki’s Okay on Script 


anu tine 
now has a yr) 
enting animated 


lights 


P adelphia, Ap AD 

N xt filr for LL ypold Sto ) Ki 
probably will be an original by Sara 
Colton, wife of Max Zal », Phil 
Orch fiddler, which will keep it all 

the familv Mi Colton submit 

1 her script to Stoki and i j 
uggestions for revisions from the 
Villa Cimbi ni, where the maestro 
and Garbo were resting 

Blond podiu t declared j 
ev cript bet r than ly 100 
Me and a Girl yeca i ) 
ke’ himself 


NBC Wants Own H'wood Postoffice, 
But Neighbor CBS Sniffs a Rodent 


+ iciaainisinnaiat 
Hollywood, April 26 
If the rate of progress now being 


made is continued without inter- 
ruption, NBC will send out its first 
show from the Sunset-Vine site by 
Aug. 15. That’s forecast of Don Gil- 
man, who also states that NBC’s ex- 
penditure for the new plant would 
top Columbia’s. Latter’s figure has 


varied progressively from $1,250,000 


to $1,750,000. 
Two networks, neighbors on the 
Coast for the first time, are wearing 


a sneer even though Gilman plans to 
deck out in tails for the CBS 


open- 





ing (20). After Prexy Lenox Lohr 
officially christened the new -NBC 
site Radio City, Columbians nudzed 
2 little close for their rival's com- 
fort by tagging their spot Radio Cen- 
| ter. As if to return good for evil, 
| NBC then announced that the steel 


Ice is to be| 


construction would be of 
welding type, which would 
the disturbing riveting 
»n beams and girders. 


the ney 
' 
*LLITiL« 


nate noises 


No sooner had the Paleyites given 
thanks than Gilman ups with a pro- 
posal that has CBS virtually up in 
arms. It is Gilman’s plan to have a 
postoffice branch at Radio City to 
handle the box tops and other 


(Continued on pag te 3) 


Shirley Temple P. A. 
At Radio City With 
Bill Robinson, Maybe 


Hollywood, April 25 

Personal appearance by Shit 
Temple, teamed with Bill 
it Radio City, is awaiting Dart 
Zanuck’s okay, 20th-Fox productio 
hief recently banned 
by the 


postal 





any pe 
moppet. 

told friends the tot’s 
is agreeable if Zanuck ap- 


Robinson 
mother 
proves, 

Act would be a dance routine by 
Robinson, and songs by Shirley 
Temple. 


“ JITNEY PHONOGRAPHS 
NOW A DRUG ON MKT. 


F nding 
5] lot of 


it necessary to take back 


mechanically yperated 
phonograph machines from bars and 
other places where installed, duo 


nability to collect on the 5c-a- 


music boxes, the Wurlitzer p! 
near Buffalo has shut down t 
Up to a few months ago, \ » the 
phonograph machine being icly 
potted, the compar i v8) i Z 
24 hours daily 
Agents handling the machines h.d 
to put up 25° i wt? cost of illae- 
tion th bal ¢ to ) ( | { ’ 
f th n f t} I ! ! me 
» It 1 od t 
ly t T i , th ) 
t J I ) i L 
4 JU 
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GENERAL BUSINESS PROSPECTS WILL 
DETERMINE TERMS FOR ’38-9 SELLING 


Exhibs, Per Usual, Want Cuts on Percentages—Dis- 
tribs Argue That the 1936-37 Spurt Left’ Em Hold- 
ing the Bag—D. C. Powwows Important Factor 





ecu zs 
Big battle between exhibitors and DIETRICH AT 20-FOX 
distributors in the 1938-s9 selling 
Seasol iS expected to hinge on how FOR ONE COL TWO 
has slipped since ’ ° 


ich attendance 
on 90 , 


he 1937-38 sales campaign and what 


e prospects are for the same to Hollywood, April 26. 





climb back next season. Marlene Dietrich, recently re- 

Exhibitors admittedly are gunning leased by Paramount, has octog set 
for reduced percentages on product. | for Trou pictures, one for 20th-Fox 
Thev contend that the box effice | and two for Columbia Darryl Za- 


t how much attendance has | nuck will probably set her opposite 
slipped from anticipated figures for } Ronald Colman in “The Rains Came 

and this year. | Columbia contract calls for one 
Their claim is that percentages for | Picture a year. She starts after Frank 
1937-38 were based on such antici- | Capra finishes ‘You Can't Take With 
pated business that never material- | You and is now east and will vaca- 
ized. tion abroad. 


Snows ju 





the latter part of 193 


Hence, exhibs are squawking 
they are saddled with product on 
which percentages range 3-5% higher 
than in the preceding year, while 
thev have to contend with that 
slump at the gate. 


SEE SHOW BOAT 
BLEND WITH 
‘OLD MAN 


But it works toth ways, aver the 
Gistribution companies, because they 
too have felt matters, as the return 
from percentage pictures has dipped 
below expectations. Nevertheless 
whet the exhibitor is interested in 
right now is bearing down to secure 
reduced percentages for 1938-39 prod- 
uct. They claim that the number of 
admissions taken in during the last 
nine months justifies it. 

Another exhib plea that the 
business slump has prevented them 
from placing in effect the higher ad- 
mission prices they planned, or to 
keep them in effect if they actually 
had been inaugurated. 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Metro’s $15.000 story buy of an 
original, ‘Old Man River,’ by Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d and H. S. Kraft, 
ties in with ‘Show Boat,’ by Ham- 
merstein and Jerome Kern, 


1S 


ter under a $200.000 script deal with 


which | 
rights Metro recently acquired. Lat- 


Distributors back up their drive | Universal, including ‘Madame Curie,’ | 


for retention of present percentages 
by pointing to benefits exhibitors de- 


rived from the 1936-37 program prod- | powers on Metro stars, 





and other properties, in exchange for | 
which U will have certain borrowing | 
|} anc 


| Picture 


uct. As in past seasons, percentages While the ‘Show Boat’ operetta | 

were based on tke attendanc: for the | (based on the Edna Ferber novel) 

previous 12 months. | was made and re-made by U, the 
Thus for 1936-37 pictures, distribu- | tie-in with ‘Old Man River,’ its new 

tors figured their percentages largely Screen original, makes possible a 

on what business had been coming | blending of certain elements from 

into theatres during 1936. In this lag, | ‘h€ two stories, 

when they obtained films on rental ge 

percentages that were based on 1936| Similar to the ‘Old Man River’ 

attendance, the distribs were left i4¢a, a deal set last week for the 


screen, radio and television rights to 
the title ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ was closed 
by Metro in New York with Mrs. 


holding the bag while the exhibs 
benefited from the tremendous spurt 
in attendance. 

These factors are certain to enter 
into the annual sales campaigns of 
2ll film companies. Which probably 
is why a majority of producers are ‘ 
holding back on widespread selling 
until they possess a better summary 


berts, who retain the stage produc- 
tion rights to the title. 

M-G also produced ‘The Great 
Ziegfeld’ with Miss Burke’s titular 
and script approval, in 1936. 


, ‘Follies’ idea is intended for a 
of the business picture for the next . . . a 
a oe annual filmusical series by that 
12 months. | . . iia a 2 4 
| name, Consideration is said to have 





been $90,000. 


SAILINGS 


May 4 ‘New York to London) 
Margaret Webster, Derrick De Mar- 
nev (Normandie). 





J. G. MAYER BECOMES 
METRO’S STUDIO MGR. 


Holkzswood, April 26. 


Appointment of J. G. Mayer as May 4 (‘New York to London) 
Metro’s studio manager was made) Florence Vandamm (Washington). 
Monday (25) by E. J. Mannix. Takes April 30 (New York to Genoa) 
over from William Koenig, heading | Rosalind Russell (Conte di Savoia). 
the studio purchasing department April 30 (New York to London) 
the past 18 months, which post he’) Mr. and Mrs. Frank Melford (Paris). 
also retains. Koenig is now in the; April 27 (New York to London) 
studio executive department, work-! Marlene Dietrich, Paul V. Carroll, 


ing under Mannix. ° 


J. G. is a brother of Louis 
Mayer. 


Lady Cedric Hardwicke, Robert E. 
Sherwood, Mrs. Erno Rapee, Edward 
Klauber (Queen Mary). 

| April (New York to London) 
Lotte Lehman, Jan Kiepura, Frances 
Faye, Jean Tennyson, Morris Gest. 
Robert Tenger, L. S. Snider (lle de 
France), 


B. 


stcmaialianias 27 
Robinson’s 2c ‘Murder’ 
Hollywood, Anril 26. 
Edward G. Robinson has been as- 
signed the lead in Warners’ ‘Murder 


Billie Burke Ziegfeld and the Shu-' 


Ee 





At Last 


Hollywood, April 26. ° 

Bing Crosby finally has a 
chance to win a horse race, by 
courtesy of Paramount, 

Ten Crosby hayburners will 
run in the racing sequences of 
Sing You Singers’ at 
Pomona Fair Grounds, 


nearby 














Hollywood, April 26. 


Resuming production after two 
idle weeks, RKO starts three fea- 
tures and a short this week. Briefie 
will start the renewed activity today 
(Tuesday) with Bert Gilroy pro- 
ducing 

‘Cheating the Stars,’ Cliff Reid 


production, goes before the cameras 
tomorrow (Wednesday). It will be 
|followed by ‘Border G-Man,’ George 
O’Brien western, and ‘Mother 
Carey’s Chickens,’ with Ruby Keeler, 
Fay Bainter, Anne Shirley and 
Jackie Moran in the Cast. 


SCOTLAND YARD WILL 
“BE FILMED BY GOLDWYN 


| 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Samuel Goldwyn has announced 
plans for the filming of ‘The Yard,’ 
based on the founding of Scotland 
Yard. Idea suggested by 
Frances Manson, his story editor, 
during his recent London 
journ, Goldwyn enlisted the British 
police force’s cooperation. 
will be filmed here late 
in the fall, with. Gary Cooper and 
Merle Oberon in the leads. 


ARRIVALS 


was 


so- 


Poultney Bigelow, Mary Pickford, | declared, 
Korda, | creditors 
Tucker, | Fox iestify and answer any questions 


Sam Goldwyn, Alexander 
Gerald Savory, Charles L. 
M. A. Schlesinger, Ben Henry, Ed- 
ward J. Raferty, David Rose, Mau- 
rice Silverstone, Paul N. Turner, 
Frank Gillmore, Ronnie Ames. 


PROD. LULL AT 
RKO BROKEN 


‘Mrs. William Fox's 
Legal Respite In 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
Mrs. Eva Fox, wife of the former 
producer, was cleared by the U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals here yes- 
_terday of a contempt of court charge 
on a bankruptcy referee’s court 
Atlantic City two years ago. She 


All Continent Quiz 


Wednesday, April 27, 1938 





/ 








METRO SKIPS 2 
RELEASES: 
SHORTAGE? 





ithat resulted from ner walking out | 
in | 


was being quizzed at the time on the | 


financial operations of her husband, 
William Fox. 

Court not only freed her of con- 
tempt charges, which lodged 
against her by Federal Judge John 
Boyd Avis, of Camden, but also de- 
clared that she need not subject her- 
self to further questioning until her 


were 


mental and physical condition im- 
prove. Stress of testifying, it was 
claimed by Mrs. Fox’s attorneys, 
brought on an illness as result of 


which she is now confined to a sana- 
torium in New York. 

Dr. Ross V. Patterson, dean of 
Jefferson Medical College, aided Cir- 


cuit Judges Buffington, Davis and 


Thompson on arriving at a decision 
as to wheher Mrs. Fox is able to 
stand further questioning at this 
time. Physician engaged by Fox's 
creditors insisted she was able to 
testify, while her own doctor just as 


decisively insisted such a strain would 
cause her to collapse completely, and 
might be fatal. 


As a result, Dr. Patterson was 
called in several weeks ago by the 


court to make an independent exam- 
ination. He reported that Mrs. Fox 


is too sick, mentally and physically, | 


to withstand the ordeal, and that an 
attempt to question her might 
have serious results. 


now 


Fox went 
vears ago. 
he 


into bankruptcy two 
His creditors charge that 
transferred about $7,000,000 in 


;}assets to the All-Continent Corp., a 


holding company of which his wife 
is president, just before he went 
bankrupt. 

Mrs. Fox ‘went to pieces’ while be- 
ing questioned on this deal before 
Referee Hiram Steedle in Atlantic 
City on Aug. 25, 1936. She strode 
out of the room and refused to re- 
turn, pleading illness. Judge Avis 
held she was in contempt of court. 

In the decision read by Judge Buf- 
fington yesterday, however, she was 
purged of the contempt. The ruling 
nevertheless, that Fox's 
are ‘entitled to have Mrs. 
relating to any transactions with the 
bankrupt when she is mentally and 


| 


physically able to do so without se- 


‘rious risk to her health.’ 


U Studio's Personnel Pruning 


Hollywood, April 26 
Reorganization plan 


ments into 25 by the time Matthew 
Fox, assistant to prexy Nate Blum- 
berg, and Val Paul complete the new 
alignment. Among department heads 
dropped from the payroll is Harry 
| Zehner, longest of the old Universal 
| employees on the lot. and 20 years 
with the company. He relinquishes 
{the post of censorship contact with 
the Hays office to Maurice Pivar, 
| who combines that job with that ot 
/editorial chief. Another Laemmie 
| veteran, Gil Kurland, is dropped 


from the post of music department | 


| biz manager. Department is being 
| abolished, as the siudio is making no 








for Two Cents,’ April 27 (Paris to New York) | musicals for tie new .eason. 
Richard Macaulay and Jerry Wald. Belle Didjah ‘Normandie ), | Restaurant is to ve ieased out as 
who authored the original, are at 
work on the screenplay. © 
L. A. to N. Y. (ther News of Pix Interest 
A. L. Berman. ‘ siataicieinasitactntssiiot 
Dave Butler. 
Dr. S. C. Colin. Elisabeth Bergner’s ‘St. Joan Page 10 
Nadine Connor. STIUISH DIS Oi S IMSS id dei divccdes Page 11 
Eddie Davis. 
Owen Davis. Jr. Feil y WOOG BNO 1G GQUGIE «..6ceii6s dec teicsdes Page 11 
Rufe Davis F ; : , 
redric March’s cuffo on radio...... Mage 33 
Merlene Dietrich. ; 5 : Rides 
Will H. Hays Radio reviews of ‘British Star Gazing, Don Ameche. Joe 
Jz mes Hiiton. I ennel F SR ececer ec acre Ta P. 38-39 
Frank Melford. New acts of Dixie Dunbar, Josephine Starr Page 50 
Fihel Mcrman. Dead playwrights alive Dave Os 
Joe Penner. ‘ we lviee: rs an age 55 
Luise Rainer. Elissa Landi OK'd by Equity... Page 55 
Pril Regan. nly ive Brosdway Slay Buys. . oc... cdivcecédeeevesucvesews Page 57 
Elmer C. Richardson. Tim McCoy ‘too much Hollywood’ in circus..... wT TLC e ee Tee Page 63 
Rosalind Russell. 
Alfred Werker. \ 


at Universal | ation 
is expected to consolidate 40 depart- | full time to his own Vict 








| John Steinberg is abandoning onera- 
thereof so he can cevoie his 
Huvo in 


Beverly Hills. Prerecording depart- 


| Durbin 


Figured to Save 1256 Annually 


ment is merged with sound setup. 
Homer Trasker, sound recording | 
head, leaving at expiration of his 


|; contract, and succeeded by Bernard 
Brown, prerecording supervisor, who 
combines both jobs. 

Also off the payroll went seven 
story readers, hired to dig up o'd 
yarns and keep script filing depart- 
ment up to date. Clerks, stenos and 
other workers also Jet out, with stu- 
dio not up to normal production. 


Elimination of unnecessary maii- 
power is figured to save studio 
around $125,000 annually. 

Due at the studio late this week 
are William Scully, general sales 


manager, and Joe Seidelman, foreign 


chief, who will discuss production | 


lineup and return east next week | 
with Fox. Seidelman is recenily 
back from London, where he nego- 


tiated a $1,000,000 loan from National 
Bank, Ltd., of which was used 


part } 
to meet outstanding indebtednesses 


John E. Joseph, Universal's 
tising-publicity chief. trained for the 
Coast Monday (25) for confabs with 
Nate Blumberg und Charles R. Rog- 
ers on 1928-39 product. 

William Scully, sales 
J. H. Seidelman, fore 
chief, 


later, 


7 - 
faAVeETeH 


manager, and 


ign depiriment 
few days 
N.Y. 
plane. Maithew 
istant,. and Ma 


eastern siorv 


reach Hollywood a 
being scheduled 
next Friday (29) by 
Fox, Blumbereg’s 

shall Grant, and 


j talent man, already are on the Coast. 


to lei Ve 


cad 


In a situation called unprecedented 
for a major distributor, Metro is 
skipping two more release dates in 
May, giving the outfit only one fea- 
ture release 


in a six week period. 
After failing to release April 1, 8 
and 15, the company announced n¢ 
features are scheduled for April 29 


and May 6. 

In releasing ‘Test Pilot,’ M-G gave 
exhibs only tone grade A picture in 
nine weeks Next Metro releases 
are ‘Hold That Kiss’ for May 13, and 
Miss,’ May 20. 

Theatre operators are hard put to 
get past the Metro deficiency. Un- 
less production picks up, exhibs are 
facing severe shortage during the 
summer months. This applies more 
or less with other companies, hence 
the early announcements of summer 
season reissues, 


0. T. REVAMP OF 
REPUBLIC PICS 


‘Swiss 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Complete new production align- 
ment is expected to be announced at 
Republic’s convention here May 2-5 
by board chairman Herbert Yates 

Understood that some time avo 
Yates decided on a sweeping re- 
habilitation of the studio, and planted 
efficiency men on the lot to check on 
all departments. Shakeup will move 
many around and drop others from 
payroll. 

Yates is planning an augmented 
player list and new actors, produc- 
ers and directors, 

Although James R. Grainger 
doesn’t move into the Rep presideney 
until his Universal contract expires 
May 27 he has been working with 
Yates on the reorganization. 

Moe Siegel, current studio produc- 
tion chief, and long-time personal 
friend and associate of Yates, is re- 
ported keeping that post. 


U Will Spend Million 
On Durbin’s ‘Cindereila’ 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Budget for ‘Cinderella,’ Deanna 
Starrer at Universal, has 
been hopped up to $1,000,000. 

Technicolor picture, based on the 
old romantic legend, will reunite Joe 
Pasternak as producer and Henrv 
Koster, director. Bruce Manning 
and Felix Jackson, who wrote ‘Mad 
About Music,’ screenplaying. 


"90 Fair’s File Yen 


The New York World's Fair is at- 
tempting to get picture companies 
interested in boosting the 1939 ex- 
position. It is aside and apart frem 
newsreel coverage but is supposed to 
extend to other activities. 

In tribute to the World’s Fair, 
Radio City Music Hall will produce 
four more stage shows dedicated to 
the °39 venture. The first of the units 
will bear on the World's Fair Moter- 
cade and be in the manner of a stage 
preview of the exposition. Leon 
Leonidoff to produce all the presenti- 
tions, first of which opens tomorrow 
(28), 





Dm ¥. tek. A. 
Barney Balaban. 
Claude Bragdon, 
Tom Brooks. 
Bilie Burke. 
Dinty Doyle. 
Nick Kenny. 
Terry de Lapp 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Stanton Griffis. 
Russell Holman 
William G. King 


John McLain. 
Merle Oberon. 
Jo Ranson. 
Gregory Ratoff. 
David Rose. 
Aaron Stein, 
Kurt Weill 


Herbert J. Yates. 
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NEW PIX BILL-$158,000,000 
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Irving Trust's Report on RKO Shows 
Co.’s Consolidated Cash at $5,282,613 


a 3 


| 
i 





According to the sixth report of 
the Irving Trust Co., as trustee of 
J 


Raising the Duce 


tO, filed in Federal Court Friday } 

(29), RKO’s consolidated cash | stollywood, April 26. 
amounts to $5,282,613, of which || , Most valued trophy of a ma- 
amount the parent company pos-|| J°" studio chief was a large 
sesses $520,000. It’s understood that autographed portrait of 
IX2ith-Albee-Orpheum, chief theatre | Mussolini, For more than = 
subsidiary of RKO, comprising year i Piatt ™ - 
around 64 houses, has approximately | a re real gris a ee 
$2,500,000 cash. Balance of the $5,- | ished his picture, was invited 
| 
| 


Benito 


office. 


—_ 2 , into the offic » sigr ng- 
232,613 is spread among. various a @ to sign a long 
, ak Ee term contract. Not until you 
other subsidiary firms. : ste 
have proved your friendship by 
7K 9 = > “Ay ]j sly j icate . ° 
RKO's net, as previously indicated, | putting my photo in Mussolini’s 
for 1937, is $1,821,165. place,’ he bargained. The di- 
RKO-Radio Pictures, Ine. and | portrait replaced Il 
subsidiaries lost $236,909. Duce’s next morning, but for 


rector’s 


The RKO 


theatre end, inclusive of KAO, netted weeks he refused to sign the 
a profit of $1,483,281. Understood contract, although the studio 
that KAO’s profit was around $1.- chief kept after him. 

200,000. In 1936, RKO’s over-all Recently the Mussolini pic- 


ture was back in its old place. 
The director had signed with a 
rival outfit the night before, 











Hollywood, April 26. 

Biggest production splash in 
months was touched off at Para- 
mount with arrival on Tuesday (26) 
of Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis 
and Russell Holman. Eight pictures 
xo into production within the next 
30 days, to complement seven now 
before cameras. 

Executive trio remain at the 
studio two weeks for confabs with 
Adolph Zukor, William LeBaron and 
other plant execs, 

Portion of the 1938-39 program, 
unannounced at the Washington 
sales meet a fortnight ago, will be 


duction problems will be discussed. 

Huddles on the Coast concern 
studio operation, policy and setup of 
a budget to cover 1938-39 production. 








With further economy measures on 
| the agenda for the Paramount studio, 
Walter B. Cokell, treasurer vf the 


During 1937, RKO reduced its fixed 
indebtedness by $2,230,000. Also, Sta- 
dium Theatres Corp., a subsidiary, 
Orpheum Circuit, Inc. Inventory of 9 
films, stories and continuities, and so 
forth, increased around $2,800,000. 
Pathe News, Inc., made a prolit of ’ 
$53,011 
— 
of principal amount of secured 6 
gold notes (Chemical Bank) was re- 
duced from $350,000 to $200,000 since 
Aug. 1, 
tion again were not ready to go on 
with the proceedings when the mat- ' 
ter was called for hearing Monday 
O. Bondy. Principal counsel to cred- 
itors and proponents were ‘out of 
town,’ and the court granted another 
til May 16. 
It has become debatable whether 
new underwriting money is neces- 
$2,000,000 for this purpose, and after- 
ward is understood to have chilled 
because of market conditions. 
is personally handling RKO’s reor- 
ganization. 
Also looks like that intended deal 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum, for $3,100,000, 
is chilly, if not altogether cold, for 
similar reasons, among others. 
Schenck Ends Studio 
Confabs, Returns East; } 3 
on a S, e urns as 5 | company, is planning to remain on 
e the Coast indefinitely. He has sent 
Lichtman Stays West for his secretary, necessary records 


profit was $2,485,916. 
paid $700,000 for the assets of the 

The aggregate, outstanding amount 

Those handling RKO’s reorganiza- 
(25) vefore Federal Judge William 
delay, this time for three weeks, un- 
sary. Atlas once offered to put up 

Floyd Odlum, head of Atlas Corp., 
for the M. J. Meehan shares in 

of his office, ete, 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Nicholas M, Schenck conciuded aiding in the 
two weeks of studio conferences at' where overhead may be 
Metro and trained east last Friday 
(22) With Louis 


brought 
jown without injury to operations 
B. Mayer, Al and production, with letouts here 


Lichtman, Eddie Mannix and other and there, lapsing of options, etc., as | 


-Belie Any Recession in the Show Biz 8. 


studio execs and producers he dis- determined by Adolph Zukor, him- 
cussed program and=e production self and others. 

plans for the 1938-39 season. Cur- At the home office Friday (22) 
rent setup at the studio will not be overhead was further reduced by 


disturbed as all production heads letout of bookkeepers, clerks, stenos 


have their assignments for the new and other lessers. 
crop of pictures. 

Lichtman has temporarily post- 
poned his trip to London and will 
make his headquarters here. He had 
plauned to go abroad for the filming 
of ‘The Citadel.’ He is shopping 
around for a Beverly Hills home. sai 

. Should present discussions which 


ASHER MAY ALIGN 


. P | ict “a 
fixed during sessions, and other pro- eted pictures at 


; Cokell has been at the Par plant 
| for several months now importantly | 
reduction of costs | 


PICTURES — 


VARIETY 7 





BUDGET MAY BE 
0% UNDER dy 


Then Again It May Reach 
Up to This Past Season’s 
$175,009,000 Outlay for 
Film Production — That’s 
What 10 Companies Ex- 
pended — Fear Curtail- 
ment of Costs Would Im- 
pair Quality 


BUT TRYING TO CUT 





cay : , 
When this year’s product is in 


I 
completing delivery on the 1937-38 
programs, the total amount spent by 
10 nationally-organized film com- 
panies on production will run around 
$175,000,000. For the coming season, 
pending the setup of budgets, it is 
expected that the total to be poured 
! into pictures for the 12 months of 
the 1938-39 semester will be short of 
this figure, but not much less as 
might be imagined from the big 
budgetitis campaign now on in the 
film business, It may run 10% un- 
der the 1937-358 investments, but 
probably less than that 


Some producer-distributors may go 
for as much coin on the 738-39 pro- 
{grams as they have this season, in 
spite of economy measures at the 
| various studios, which actually are 
not great in money In some iIn- 
| stances. That the reduction § in 
‘the cost of turning out the same 
number of pictures for next season 
as for ’37-38 may be slight, if at all, 
is predicated by leading executives 


on the realization that every studio 
has to continue to make better pic- 
tures in order to meet competition, 

If some of the pictures end up 
costing less, that is fortunate, but if it 
is necessary to go over any set bud- 
gets in order to attain the desired 
quality, the money must be spent. 
As pointed out, the first concern of 
the producer-distributor is to meet 
commitments on the higher-brack- 
designated per- 
centages, one major film executive 
in New York epitomizing the mat- 
ter by warning that ‘you can’t sub- 
stitute cotton for wool.’ 

Although it is admitted that shav- 
ing of studio operating overhead in 
Hollywood may aid some companies 
in bringing programs for ’38-39 to 
completion at less negative cost than 
for this year, there is no guarantee 
of that now. The demand for prod- 
; uct that can survive stiff competition 
(Continued on page 31) 


Rise of U.S. Amus. 


Washington, April 26 
Recession’s effect still hadn't made 
any visible dent in box office re- 
ceipts at the end of February, most 
| recent U. S. Treasury returns indi- 
Downward trend of most busi- 


WITH ALEX KORDA wre. inaices is not borne out by. the 


Government's receipts from the 10° 
added to theatre tickets. Total haul 


| Alexander Korda is having with Irv- | 0% February business was up a ope 
J , d nz Asher materialize. Asher will por See SCORE SucrenEy ® — at 
ack Curtis Agency Par issociate with London Films. ter the usual new-year dip Loapnied 
° ° Asher, just back from Hollywood, | ¥ the total aofltacias lerably fa 
With Max Winslow Pends aris: ‘setting through as Warners’ ter than any previous year since thy 
Teddington (England) studio head, . were yped ba t D982 
wes sche ‘ % 7 P 1a sai! back to London today Hard tim val “ 1 ipated 
ws Curtis, now on the Coast. (Wednesday) but made likely to’ b 4 yUNCE it that [ Sa 
Me il probably go into the agency as ink: aeneiaae saomiaie * slice of Februa — : 
business with Max Winslow. Latte : $1773.073 1" i. 8999 BE oa 
has resigned from Columbia Pic- saat: Shean allel be po P 
es studio, where he was a pro- H. M. Warner's Hula Rest :). sat ie Un 
luction executive, and has been tak asf £113.43 we 
ing it easy the past couple of months Hollywood, April 26 a ris! ea 
With Curtis’ desire to remain in Harry M. Warner wilt pass three) men ‘ n , | . 
Hollywood, both are talking an al- -eks in Honolulu, sailing tomorrow ‘ t 9 45 fa 
liance out west (Wednesday }. ta nd ade 
Curtis-Allen agency east may con- He will be aecompanied on the March total 13 ON 
tinue as is, Charlie Allen repping in acation jaunt by Mrs. Warner and gest in a tong Ul ) , 
New York, but having no desire tu Joseph [. Schnitzer, head of Western past coup ) i 1 O i) 
vtherwise tie in on the Coast end Cosiume Co, maths of 1937 aud ) slatizas V0 








Silverstone’s Chairmanship of UA 
Executive Committee Constitutes 
New Operation Accord; the Setup 





: « 

| 
Early Reissues Under the new accord which was 
|}concluded recently in London with 
Alexar ‘+r Korda (London Films) by 
Dearth of box office pictures Samuel Goldwyn, Mary Pickford 
at the present time is bringing ind Douglas Fairbanks, Murray Sil- 
out not only silent film reissues, verstone, as chairman of the Execu- 
but an unprecedented number tive Committee, is the new operating 
of revivals of hit features by head of United Artists. UA  be- 
major companies this spring. comes the first really cooperative 


Exhibitors in subsequent spots Independ- 
claim that the better features ent producers who qualify, and ara 
currently are tied up in first wccepied in the 


‘ompany in the business 


organization, are to 





run theatres, with holdovers be privileged to participate in the 
further delaying the time when ; VOfits of tne ympany, bascd on the 
they should be getting them for yusine they bring the company 

playdates. | Ratification of Silverstone’s ap- 








pointment and authority occurred at 


ct a reorganization meeting of the com- 
pany board held at the firm’s home 
office in New York yesterday 


(Tues. ). 


In this setup, an incentive has been 

established for qualified producers 

‘ to become associated with U.A., and 
for present owner-producers to cone 


tinue actively with the company. 
Those owner-producers, who shall 
engage actively in producing, thus 
yielding income to the company, will 
hare by greater proportion in the 
Hollywood, April 26, | €'s in the company. 

Charles Chaplin will make his Fifty percent of the company’s ll 
first talker for the United Artists | al, aggregate profits will be hy- 

pothecated for owner dividends 
Tne other 50% will be devoted for 
distribution to producers, owner- 
producers as well as inde»vendent 


* ; producers, pro rata, on the onsis of 
reading stories from which his next | ; : z 
their individual gross income yield 


picture will be adapted. | 
a , to the company. 
Comedian recently took an inter- 5 ne , 

Pi | It appears to be the intention of 
est in an original yarn and now has 
the author at his side at Carmel. 
Expected Chaplin will return here 





|} profits than the non-producing own- 


1938-39 program and break his long 
screen silence. Although reported 
resting at Carmel, Calif., for the 
past few months he is known to be 


continue the convany’s administra- 
tive offices in Hollywood. Over-all 


next week and start preparation on 4 ; 
(Continued on page 61) 


the first talker. 





New sound equipment was recent- | — - : _—— 
lv installed by RCA at the Chaplin | | } 
studio, Since he made ‘Modern } “ 
Times,’ Chaplin confided to intimates | 
that his next would be a talker for | |! [ 
economic reasons. He feels inter-| Senda Makk Mantetered 
est in his first articulater would in- ||| ag 
sure tremendous returns, Hp POENORE Ee ae  WinY ewer | 
Contributing to his decision is the | || Published Weekly by VARIETY. inc | 
new UA policy of cutting up extra | H oe a : pecabigp visite on ee pen 
| coin with active producers, and that De eee ee a ie 4 
one picture annually would give him t |] SUBSCRIPTION 
an income on par with producers ||! ,nnuat..... $6 indie an) 
who turn out many more. ll Steate Cabded..»« Ren: a er 
Konrad Bercovici has been with | = so 
Chaplin on several trips to Carmel | || 120 
and likely the writer's original, ||| Vol. 130 — é¥aeabay No. 7 
| based on the life of a musician, will 











be the comedian’s choice for his) |} 


| dramatic calmer. | 1 INDEX | 


LIS vas ; 54 

Id CRBHED 64545: 61 | 
Tax Income Would oe 
Dansapation . 48-49 


Film Booking Chart 





| 
| 
. | 
. Film Reviews....... .. 22-23 | 
11936 yielded more cash toward pay- || FOTUM osc scccsesccees . 63 
ment of the national debt. Girl's Eye View.. , 12 
If biz is bum, the tax revenue House Reviews } 93 
don't show it. First three months of Inside—Lecit 53 
4 ¢ > Treac | "Or 19 
1938 the Treasury took $4,786,130 Inside—Pictures 12 
from amusement enterprises (all but 
’ ; , Inside tadio ee 37 
a fraction from theatres) against si 
$4,518,436 in the same quarter of International New ovech@an 
1937. Gives a $10,000,000 total for Joe Laurie, J rer 12 
the first half of the government Levsitimate 55.50 
‘urrent fiscal year indicating a rec- 
Literat 60 
ord unle a stunning slump happen 
0 I 45-47 | 
rn . } 
Ay ‘ \ ) | 
Da 62 | 
ALICE BRADY’S U TURN-OFF : ‘ vst it 
) ) ’ 
Hollywood, April 26 ‘i 7 
{ 4 > ; 
Alice Brady and Universal parted : iat 
a ist week DY mulual a% Ob , b2 | 
, 
t i Lilling ) I i 4 ' 0) 1O0 se) | 
; ) ) > , } 
Ita ) b1-45 
Schlesinger Back in N. Y. Radio—I . 36 
M i = hlesingetr (South Afi in Ra » R ’ oe] | 
Thea 'S), president of General Talk- Pad , ) ¥ 
s Picture and allied firm ha 0-51 
turned to New York afte: ‘Veral | 


the directorate, eventually, to dis-~ 
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‘BONUS’ SHARKS RAPPED BY DOC GIANNINI 
AS PIC BIZ WRECKERS; BANKER INFLUENCE 


Compares Unscrupulous Producers with Henry VIII, 


‘Cherishing Company, 


Destroying It and Passing 


On to Another Infatuation’—Recalls Fishy Eye 
First Given Industry by Money Barons 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Motion pictures, once frowned on 
by conservative bankers, have de- 
veloped into a-sound industry with 


a forward march that has placed it 
in the front rank of national ac- 
tivities, 


That was the opinion of Dr. A. H. 
Giannini, president of United Artists, 
expressed in an address before the 
Department of Cinematography class 
at University of Southern California 
last Wednesday (20). 

Tracing the rise of the film indus- 
try from a risky venture to a huge 
enterprise, representing an invest- 
ment of $3.000,000,000 and a yearly 
payroll of $200,000,000, Dr. Giannini 
said: 

‘This forward march has exceeded 
that of many industries and has been 
surpassed by only a very few. Be- 
cause of persistent misrepresenta- 
tions 25 years ago, many persons 
were misled into the belief that the 
picture business would never be 
anything but a bad risk for the 
banker. 

‘From a very modest beginning it 
has grown by veritable leaps and 
bounds, and now has assumed di- 
mensions of unbelievable size. It is 
estimated that close to $3,000,000.000 
are invested in this American enter- 
prise. It has had its trials, and I 
sometimes think that the ‘theory of 
periodicity,’ or the ups and downs 
in the tide of business, originated 
from observations made during the 
early and precarious life of the pic- 
ture business. 


Why Bankers Shied Off 


‘The machinery equipment em- 
ployed in the business, the kind of 
theatres in use, the poor stories, the 
inexperienced direction, the calibre 
of the cast, the incompetent title 
writer—all these factors were not 





* calculated to awaken an intense inter- 


est in the public. The banker, of 
course, was not attracted to this 
business, 


‘It was about this time that I be- 
came acquainted with some of the 
men in this industry. They were 
active in the management of several 
companies and revealed to me a 
serviceable efficiency that arrested 
my attention. 

‘As their busiriess developed, they 
‘came in for financial assistance. 
They were asked to present state- 
menis, but as the business was new 
and unknown, the customary stand- 
ards of credit rating could not be 
applied. At first, purely on personal 
grounds, small amounts were loaned. 
These were always promptly paid. 
Further and larger amounts were 
Ziven and all payments were met at 
maturity. 

‘The bank had no losses. Our 
loans were at times unsecured and 
at other times secured by an assign- 
ment of the proceeds from progres- 
sive prints. 
made on the negative print, but this 
was a temporary expediency, for a 
negative in the possession of the 


bank made it impossible to play the | 


picture. These loans were in every 
instance at the current banking rate 
of interest. 

‘Most of the loans made today by 
banks, and these amount to millions 
of dollars a year, are made to pro- 
ducers, who give us as security an 
assignment on the proceeds from 
their pictures through the distribu- 
tion company. 

‘In other words, the distributing 
company, cooperating with the pro- 


ducer, makes it possible for the pro- | 
ducer to pledge the proceeds of his | 


which 
the 


pictures as security for loans 
usually are employed 
duction of new pictures. 

‘In most instances, the bank will 
not finance the first picture of a new 
company and will only undertake to 
finance a production if and when the 
producer is in a position to furnish 
the bank with a completed negative 
as security for his loan. 


for pro- 


Bank on Short End 
‘Most losses incurred by banks are 
fhe result of financing first 
Failure to complete a picture, or 


pictures 


failure at the box office of a com- 
pleted picture, hes often wrecked 
the producer. Consequently, a 


finished negative, with an estimated 
gross from the producing company 


exient of the security back ot his 


Occasionally a loan was | 


enables the banker to measure the 
loan, 

‘In the space of a few years, the 
industry has so grown that it began 


to challenge admiration both in and 
out of banking circles. However, 
most bankers continued to be indif- 
ferent. 

‘I likewise noted that the bankers 
of New York, as in California, were 


also indifferent to the business. My 
commitments, however, grew pro- 


portionately larger. My associates 
and my directors looked with a very 
critical eye upon my recommenda- 
tions, 
suggested caution. 
ners both of the New York Clearing 
House and the National Banking De- 
partment made certain writien and 
oral comments that disturbed us. As 
the business was new, they very 
properly advised care. 

‘The steady growth of the busi- 
ness made heavy demands upon the 
bank, and it was then that I turned 
to the leaders of the industry and 
sought their cooperation. I had re- 
peatedly stated, both in private and 
publicly, that the men in control of 


this business were just as intelligent, | 


| just as industrious and just as able as 
the men in any other big business. 
The public was responding cheer- 
fully and generously to the support 
of this new, but now large, enter- 
prise. The masses approved of this 
form of entertainment and the 
ducer met this demand with better 
pictures. 
‘It was then that it occurred to me 
to invite to sit with me on our board 


of directors one of the industry, so | 


that I could elicit his support in my 

| belief in the soundness of the busi- 
ness. At first some producers op- 
posed me, fearing that matters of 
internal management would become 
public property, but soon understood 
|} that this director was of great 
sistance and functioned as a friend 
in court, 


as- 


‘Pernicious Bonus System’ 


‘In our desire to do constructive 
work, we found that a certain men- 
ace threatened many of those en- 
| gaged in the business. Usurers had 
a menacing hold upon some of the 
men in the business. The few com- 
panies that succumbed were victims 
| of a pernicious ‘bonus’ system. 
| ‘We had a frienly working rela- 
tion with every large company. We 
| found, however, that those who were 
| unable to weather the up and down 
|periods were in every instance 
| wrecked to a great degree by these 
| bonus sharks. There were always 
good profits in the business, but not 
enough to pay such excessive rates 
| Of interest. Like Henry VIII and 
| sharks would cherish a company fu- 
riously for a season, then destroy it 
and pass on to another infatuation. 

‘Now the management of the vari- 
| ous companies is in capable hands; 
|the financial statements are no 
| longer vague and indefinite; budget 
requirements are no longer a matter 
of conjecture, 
| “All the producing companies of 
| the first rank receive accommodations 
on an unsecured basis, and are given 
the same consideration as to amounts 


| 


|}and rates of interest as any other 
high-class, legitimate concern. 
| ‘Within the past several years, 


some of the larger companies have 
refinanced themselves. In each in- 
| stance the new stock issue was spon- 
sored by high and reputable invest- 
ment houses. I sincerely hope that 
the same type of bankers will con- 
tinue to evince an interest in this 
business, thereby guaranteeing the 
investing public adequate protection 
The mistakes of olden days, result- 
ing from ‘watered’ stock, should be 
‘scrupulously avoided. Stock 
must be honest in the fullest 
of the word in order to 
public confidence, 


issues 
sense 
maintain 


‘l say this with al) the sincerity. 
conviction and personal experience 
of a banker who has_ probably 

|; loaned more money to the industry 
over a period of years than any oiher 


banker 
Uilimate World Dominatien? 
‘There is a general belief 
that if film production becomes 
permanent monopoly in a country, 
will ultimately 


abroa 


that country domi- 


f 
nate the world. 


They kindly, but very firmly, | 
The bank exami- | Vé 
| picture 


1 
pro- 


his desirable princesses, these money 





has been paraphrased to read, ‘let 


'make the film of my country, and I | 
| care 


not who makes its laws.’ 
Whilst other peoples were wonder- | 
ing about the significance of motion 
pictures, American talent quickly | 
jumped in, thus giving the U. S. a} 
gigantic lead. 

‘The influence of this great pre- | 
ponderance brought about almost un- 
consciously the Americanization of 
other peoples. American moral, so- 
cial and artistic values, American 
type of sentiment and, in a wider 
sense, American culture were being | 
gradually imposed on the rest of the 
world. 

‘This is the reason that Great Brit- 
ain, France, Germany and Italy and | 
other countries are today so inter- | 
ested in film production. They ore | 
rightly jealous of their culture and 
radition and language, and therefore | 
militantly interested in their preser- | 

| 
| 
| 
| 


vation. To this end their motion 
industries receive govern- 
mental support and encouragement— 


and it behooves our government to 
give the industry all the support | 
necessary to retain our Own leader- | 


ship.’ 


Frashie of ‘And Joanie’ 
Renown Sues Repuhiic 


Pictures for $200,000 


St. Louis, April 26. 
Frankie Baker, Portland, Ore., the | 
claimed fiesh-and-blood Frankie of | 
the celebrated folk song, ‘Frankie and 
Johnnie,’ filed a $200,000 suit in the | 
circuit court here Thursday (21) 
against the authors, producers and 
distributors of the film of that name, 
alleging they have done her wrong. | 
Suit is filed here because the famous 
shooting occurred in St. Louis 38 
years ago and many witnesses are 
still living here who remember it. 
The plaintiff, a Negress, did shoot 
a man, and killed him, but the suit 
contends the circumstances were 
falsely portrayed in the film story. 
Miss Baker’s attorneys, the firm of 
McLemore, Witherspoon & Lucas, as- 
sert Miss Baker shot in self defense 


| 


and was acquitted by a coroner’s | ary 
jury. 
Defendants in the action are Re- 


public Pictures Corp., Republic Mid- 
west Film Distributors, Inc., Select 
Pictures, Chester Erskine, Jack Kirk- | 
land, Helen Morgan, Chester Morris | 
and Lilyan Tashmaen. 

Miss Tashman has been dead since | 
March 31, 1934. 

Miss Baker is now 58 years old : id 
has never been married. 


‘EXTASE’ FINALE 


3-Year Court Battle Ends in U. S. 
Ct Kayo 
Washington. April 26. 
Power of state authorities to per- 
mit or ban exhibition of imported 
films was sustained Monday 
when U. S. Supreme Court refused 
to review the action of New York 
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Boettiger Endorses His Old Boss 


TL 








An immortal dictum 


, the Texas judge 


| ship 


season. 

It continued its successful battle 
the Seven Dwarfs.’ ‘Hurricane,’ 
Courageous,’ 


In part it has been an 


Will H. Hays, president of the 


that the progress has been made 
discipline.’ 

He explains: 

‘Industrial democracy can mn 
in the world. It must be 


economy very properly 


dustry 
‘But 


and business. 


these are rights that 


basis of democratic freedom is be 
The motion picture industry has 
It is one of which the nation may 
Much of the credit must be given 


Hays, 


levels. 
Nor has its progress been ended. 
even 


greater heights. 


There is no such demand today. 


Recognition of the truth that 
responsibility has made 


picture industry. 
And the same principle should he 





John Boettiger, publisher of Hearst’s Seattle Post-Intelligence: 
net forgotten his training under Will Hays. 
lead editorial in his daily the other day: 

BUSINESS CAN LEARN 

The motion picture industry reached new heights in the 1937-3¢ 


And it is necessary to recall only a few titles—‘Snow White and 
‘The Life of Emile Zola,’ 
‘Heidi’ and ‘Maytime’—to realize how far screen art has 
progressed in the last decade and in the last year. 

In part it has been a technical advance, for which credit is due to 
American inventiveness and mechanical ingenuity. 
extension of 
zons to include fields of fantasy, music and social consciousness that 
were far beyond the ken of the film makers of a few years ago 
Motion 
tributors of America, in his annual report calls attention to the fact 


longer be taken for granted anywhere 
defended. 
has been stated to be the problem of main- 
taining to the highest degree initiative, enterprise and freedom in in- 


mus 
sponsibilities, both social and economic. 
‘ing questioned, industry 
fully prepared to report upon its public stewardship.’ 


who so ably analyzed the problems of an industry which once 
fell far short of its present repute, and set about quietly to install the 
system of self-government which has brought filmdom to its current 


titles of coming releases which bid fair to bring motion pictures to 


A few years ago there was widespread demand fo1 
ernment regulation and censorship of movies, 


freedom 
self-government a 


‘Ip many another industry to solve 
its problems—if it can find its Will Hays and learn to follow his advice. 


Seattle, April 26 
has 


He wrote the following 


FROM THE MOVIES 


against indecency and propaganda. 


‘Captains 


intellectual and artistic 


hor l- 


Picture Producers and Dis- 


under a system of ‘industrial self 


The problem of our national 


t be watched by equivalent re- 
In a period in which the very 


must be 
rendered its report. 


well be proud, 
to the foresight and genius of Mr. 


For Mr. Hays lists in his report 
stringent gov- 


must be 
success in 


accompanied 
the 


by 


motion 








Pix Biz Appellants 


In Dallas Case 


Washington, April 26. 
Disregard of procedural rules by | 
esulted in tempor- 
for the 


setback govenment's 


| > 
|most recent antitrust atack upon film 


| . ‘ ® 
distributors’ booking practices. 


Postponing decision merits of 


the 
on Monday (25) held, with member- 
6-2, that technical 
required further proceedings before 
any opinion can be given. Two! 
umpires, Associate Justice Harlan F. 
Stone and Hugo L. Black, dissented, | 
claiming the findings ia the opinion | 
and decree of the Federal court for 
the North Texas case are ample for 
the highest tribunal to pass on fair- 
ness of trial which resulted in issu- 
ance of injunction against Texas 
Consolidated. Theatres, Interstaote 
Circuit, Karl Hoblitzelle, R. J. 


on 
the case, U. S. Supreme Court 


split error 


(25) | O'Donnell, and numerous subsidiar- 


ies of major producers. 
Noting that rules of procedure in 


officials against ‘Extase,’ (Ecstacy’). boar Ranger require gg a to 
. ; > acts s ‘lally ¢ state 

Last chapter of the three-year fight | os : ve hag a oo f so 
over the Czechslovakian film con- |S¢Parately its conclusions of law 
thereon,’ the Supreme Court de- 


taining views of Heidy Keisler swim- 


ming a la Eve was a brief denial of | “lined to 
| of character of the decree, 


appeal by Eureka Productions and 


pass on .e€ dispute because 


Majority 


a curt statement that ‘the motion of explained: 


the appellees to affirm is granted 
and the judgment is affirmed.’ Thus 
the highest tribunal upheld ruling 
of State courts that Governor Her- 
bert H. Lehman and the Board of 
Education had right to withhold ex- | 
hibition license for the film. | 

Jurists unimpressed by allegations 
of counsel for Sam Cummins, the | 
importer, that New Yorkers usurped 
Federal powers and trespassed on na- 
tional Constitution. They argued in- 
effectually that United States Gov- 
ernment had granted a permit for 
the film to be brought into this coun- 
try Federal officials were the 
ins with control over move- 
the pic in interstate 


and 
only pers 
ment of 
merce, 


com- 


Leeds Directs Quints 
Hollywood, April 26 
Leeds draws the director's 
the next Dionne quint pic- 
ture for 20th-Fox, which will go be- 


Bert 


set on 


| were 


fall the 


‘The District Court did not comply 


| with this rule. The court made no 
formal findings. The court did not 
find the facts specially and _ state 


separately its conciusions of law as 
the rule required. The statements 
in the decree ‘iat in making the re- 
strictive apreen®ats th? parties had 
engaged in as illegal conspiracy 
but ultimate conclusions and 
did not dispense with the necessity 
of properly formulating the 
lying findings of fact. 

‘The opinion of the court was not 
a substitute for the required findings. 
A discussion of portions of the evi- 
dence and the court's 
its opinion do not c.nstitute 
special and form: |! findings bv which 
it is the duty of the court appropri- 
ately specifically to 
issues which 
Th _ 1s 
the appellate 


unaer- 


reasoning in 
the 


and determine 
the court pre- 
wn essential aid to 


court in reviewing an 


sents 


equity case and compliance with the 


rule is particularly important in an 


fore the cameras under the title) anti trust case which comes to this 
‘Five of a Kind!’ court by direct appeal from the 
John Patrick and Lou Breslow | court, 
have completed the script, filming | Summariz ng argument: ot both 
,;to get under way in June. isides, majority observed, ‘We inti- 


,mate no opinion 


_sorship problems 


Score Point 
Via a Technicality 


upor any of the 
questions raised »y these rival con- 
tentions, but they point the impor- 
tance of special and adequate find- 
ings in accordance with the pre- 
scribed equity practice. The decree 
of the District court is set 
and the cause is remanded , , 


aside 





HAMMELL, PAR CENSOR, 
QUITS AFTER 17 YEARS 


Hollywood, April 26. 
John Hammell, studio censor, has 
resigned after 17 years with Para- 
mount. In addition to handling con- 
he was general 
manager of the Ernst Lubitsch pro- 


| ductions, 


Studio associates say Hammell will 
rejoin Lubitsch, whose contract with 
Paramount recently terminated. 





Rep Speeding Washup 


—— 


Hollywood, April 26. 

With 33 out of 50 pictures fin- 
ished, Republic is well ahead of its 
1937-38 production sked. In addadi- 
tion, it has a complete quota of Bob 
Steele westerns out of the wavy. 

Studio execs are preparing for the 
annual sales convention beginning 
May 2. Meanwhile 28 writers are 
whipping plays into shape for com- 
pletion well in advance of Sept. 1, 
when the production year ends. 


‘Heart’s’ Cast Stymie 
Hollywood, April 26. 


Casting difficulties have been as- 
signed as the reason for the post- 
ponement of the production start on 
Hal Roach’s next feature for Metre, 
‘There Goes My Heart.’ 

Picture was to have gone April 
25. New date has not vet been s¢ 


THEM BRITISH AGAIN 


Hollywood 
P. J. Wolfson will 
script ‘The Frontiersman’ 
Picture is based on the 
Swanson novel, ‘The First Rebel! 
dealing with a revolt by Fennsyv! 
Vania colonists against the Britis! 
in 1765. 


April 26. 

proauce are 

for RKO. 
Neil H 
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ammons-Levine Dicker for GN 





Pending the compilation of data 
and technical difficulties due to the 
fact the company is 1n reorganiza- 
tion under 77-B of the bankruptcy 
act. it is estimated that at least 
$2,500,000 will be required by Earle 
W. Hammons and _ associates. in 
swinging a deal for Grand National. 
Interested with Hammons in ac- 
quisition of GN is Nat Levine, who 
was in New York last week con- 
fering with him on the matter, but 
so far, with a deal nowhere near to 
fruition, it has not been determined 
to what extent Levine will be finan- 
cially concerned in the matter. 

Levine, who went back to the 
Coast Friday (22), is expected to at 
least finance the production of pic- 
tures which he would turn 

iN. Presumption is that he would 
serve as head of production. GN is 
quartered at the Educational studio 
in Hollywood, which it took under 
lease from Hammons when formed 
two years ago. 

With Hammons at present trying 
to get a clear picture of what GN 
represents in the way of assets and 
possibilities, he has a representative 
on the Coast collecting data for him 
and looking into the situation from 
all angles. Hammons isn’t planning 


any immediate trip west until get- 
ting data, figures, etc., together. 





GN Appeals FTC Case 
Washington, April 26. 





out for | 


Dismissal of the first Federal com- | 


plaint charging a film distributor 
with misrepresentation of plot was 


asked last week by Grand National, | 


in reply to a show-cause order from 
the Federal Trade Commission. 


Primarily because the 


has been inactive since reorganiza- 
tion proceedings reached a climax 
last February, the prospective FTC 


ban against using title ‘In His Steps’ 


company | 


is unnecessary, GN replied. While 
maintaining it was not guilty of vio- 
lating the fair trade statutes, com- 
pany said that since trustees were | 
named several weeks ago all prac- | 
tices set forth in the citation have | 


been abandoned _ voluntarily 


and | 


agents were long since instructed not | 


to use any advertising matter which 
might give the wrong impression to 
exhibitors, 

Admitting truth of charges that 
title of best seller by Dr. Charles M. 
Sheldon was used for kid romance 
opus, GN flatly denied any duping 
of theatre owners, unfair competi- 
tion, or unauthorized use of the 
story’s name. In concluding its an- 
swer. company declared ‘it did have 
the right to advertise that said pho- 
toplay was suggested by said book 
because the theme of said book and 
of said photoplay are fundamentally 
the same.’ 


WB’S A. K. MELLER 


Drunkard’ Goes on Warner | 
Sked on Sears’ Sayso 


‘The 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Sears, sales chieftain, 


Gradwell L 


| 


is responsible for the addition of P.| 


T. Barnum’s ancient meller, ‘The | 
Drunkard,’ to Warners 1938-39 sched- 
ule. Bryan Foy, already sold on the 
idea of filming the opus, which has 
run for more than five years in a Los 
Angeles little theatre, put the matter 
up to Jack Warner, who failed to 
enthuse, but passed it on to Sears. 
Latter wired back, ‘By all means; it'll 
be a big money-maker.’ 

Crane Wilbur is already at work 
on the story treatment, which will 
be filmed with a cast including 
Claude Rains, Anita Louise, George 
Brent and Dick Foran. 

Property has long hibernated in 
the public domain, 








| Unknowns are attracting the atten- | 


WARNERS’ JR. 
SCRIB SCHOOL 


Warner Bros. is planning to organ- 
ize a school for junior writers at the 
Coast studio in the hopes of un- 
earthing fresh scribbling talent. The 
plan is experimental but if success- 
ful will be continued permanently. 

School will be in charge of David 
Matthews, former story editor of the 
Warner Burbank plant. 

A similar writer-developing plan 
was tried at Metro, but recently 
sacrificed in an economy purge. 


COMMISH TIFF OVER 
DEANNA DURBIN’S PACT 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Los Angeles courts on Monday 
awarded Mrs. Ritz Stanwood Warner 
25% of the commissions collected by 


| Jack Sherill and Fred Falkin from 


| their 


managerial contract with 
Deanna Durbin. Amount will be de- 
termined after the period in the film 
player’s career, covering the award, 


lis fixed. 


Suit filed by Mrs. Warner con- 


| tended she was promised a percent- 


age of the commissions from all tal- 
ent she discovered. Two other simi 
lar suits are pending, one by Olive 
White and other by Milo Marchetti, 
who also claim they discovered the 


| Universal actress-singer. 


While admitting it did cause film | 


to be lease, 
since 


pro- 


made and offered for 
firm denied it is or has been 
Feb. 21 in the business of either 
ducing or selling pix. Does _ not 
maintain ‘a course of trade in said 
productions so sold or leased by it 
in commerce among or between the 
various. states’ because activities 
were suspended on account of finan- 
Cial woes. 





Ryskind Doing ‘Service’ 
Rewrite as Marxes Idle 


oliywoed, April 26 
Morrie Ryskind has been assigned 
by RKO for the rewriting job on 
‘Room Service.’ 
Marx Bros. are still idling about 
the lot awaiting delayed start on the 
picture in which they will star. 


‘Early Light’ for Faye 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Alice Faye was handed the stellar 
role in ‘By the Dawn’s Early Light,’ 
» be filmed by 20th-Fox from 
Anthony Veiller’s Gene 
story. 

Ratoff will direct as soon 
liss Faye returns from Honolulu 


script ol 
larkey’s 
Gi ecorv 


" 


Yachting R. R. Script 


April 26. 
Seaward, is 


iittrwead. 

Cecil DeMille’s yacht, 
being overhauled for a cruise during 
which the script for ‘Union Pacific’ 
will be finished by DeMille, his as- 
sistant, William Pine, and writers 
Jack Cunningham and Jesse Lasky, 


| Jr. 


| without 


Four-week trip, beginning 
particular destination, wild 
be interrupted by one landing to per- 
mit DeMille to preside over his radio 
broadcast. 


° ° 
‘Lucky Star’ in Orbit 
Hollywood, April 26. 
‘My Lucky Star,’ Sonja Henie’ 
20th-Fox starrer, went before the 
yesterday (Monday) 
Rov Del Ruth directing 
Buddy Ebsen, on loan 
joined the featured 
includes Cesar Romero 
Barbier. 


May 1, 


cameras 


from Metro 
| ° * »} 
piayers, wnicn 
and George 


Phil Regan’ $ ‘Personals 


Holly wood, Apr il 26 


Phil Regan is motoring east for a 
personals tour, opening at Loew: 
State. New York. May 5. 


= = ? 
Also does guest radio turns while 


Gothan 


Recession has brought slackened| Despite belief that fight pictures 
production; falling b.o. has brought! are usually floppo at the b.o., prac- 
disapproving nods from the bank-! tically every studio is nibbling at a 
ing houses; and the studios have, bell-ringer in this field. Latest to join | 
thrown a score or more players into| the training camp is George Rafi, | 
| top roles which would have pre- figuring to have Max Baer and 


| pushed into the roto sections. 
(24) 
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May Require Up to $2,500.00 FILM UNKNOWNS 


|\Cry for New Faces Dove- 
tails with Studio Coin 
Clip—Groom Novices to’ 
Replace but 
Costly, Names — Savings | 
Run Into Fancy Figures 


Fading, 





HOW IT WORKS OUT 


By CHUCK CASHON 
Hollywood, April 26. 


tion of Hollywood’s producers today. | 


Youth will be served, and is 
served, now as never 
the major studios. 
answer to several hurdles of the past | 
few months, namely skyrocketing | 
production costs, caused to a great 
extent by topflight salary demands, | 
and the constant cry of the public} 
for new faces. Egos are being de- 
flated, salaries are being given the 
eagle eye when option time rolls 
| around, and many a player who has 
gotten into the four-figure a week 
class is worried at the prospect of | 
| the future, 


being 
before in all 


viously gone to more expensive old- 
sters on the lots. 


The resuit is that today, 
cameras, or already released, is the 
greatest array of new faces John 
Public has ogled for many a moon. 
Virtually all are bracketed with 
definite’ personalities to smooth the 
path, The blurb boys and girls have 
turned loose with both barrels. More 
than half the publicity is now di- 
rected at building players instead 
of selling pictures. Less and less are 
the well known players’ being 
To- 
day's stock player who will be to- 
morrow’s star is getting the =! 
up instead. 

Par is heading the parade. 
the first of the year: Harriet Hil- | 
liard, from the stock school, played 
a lead opposite Fred MacMurray in 
‘Cocoanut Grove’; Terry Ray, re- 
named Erin Drew, took lead with 


before 


Since ! 


Bing Crosby and MacMurray in ‘Sing | 


You Sinners’; 
in pictures, 


Louise Campbell, new 


Milland in ‘Men With Wings’ Cast 
| in same show in the lead role is 
Cheryl Walker, Pasadena Junior 


College girl and last Tournament of 
(Continued on page 8) 


It is Hollywood’s | 


took top spot with Ray | 


TRIM BUDGETS 





Spencer Tracy Has 


Strong Legit Yen 


But Thinks B’way Unfairly Expects 


A Film Star to Carry a Poor Play 


A CYCLE? 


Frenke Using 50 Midgets in 
Buck’ Series 


‘Half- 


Hollywood, April 26 

Three more half-pint westerns with 
all midget casts have been lined up 
by United Players, Inc., headed by 
Dr. Eugen Frenke. Pictures will be 
‘Half-Buck Rides Again,’ ‘Half-Buck 
Goes West’ and ‘Half-Buck Hits the 
Trail,’ all by Ted Richmond. Paul 
Savoy is bringing 50 midgets from 
| Chicago for the cast. 
Small-sized 





” 

It's hard to show a cinema star 
inything new in the way of fan ap- 
proach, but New York’s organization 
f autographiends had visiting Holly- 

od fireman Spencer Tracy com- 
pletely stopped. 

Tracy commented on the fact that 


practically the same group of young- 
sters confronted him on each visit to 
the Sherry-Netherland, and that each 
demanded 


from three to six auto- 
graphs. When the system of ‘cov- 
erage’ was explained—each group 
‘assigned’ by the leader to a celeb- 


rity and all to get autographs fo 





western craz@ WwaSs|groups on other ‘assignment Tracy 
originated by Jed Buell, now com-!|whistled amazement. ‘Humph,’ he 
pleting the cast for his ‘The Terror] humphed, ‘guess the fans out in 


of Tiny Town.’ 


——— 


PUG PIC VOGUE 


LOOKS IN AGAIN: 


a 


Hollywood, April 26. 


Tommy Farr repeat their New York 
routine in John C, Moffitt’s 


' Squared Circle.’ 


Paramount is considering handling 
the release provided Raft handles all 
the financing through production and 
the preview. Farr to date hasn't 
made a dime here and claims, out of 
$25,000 he made in two fights in the 
east, $24,000 went to his old manage! 
in settle ment of *heir contract. 

Baer’s previous fight picture, 
Prizefighter and the Lady,’ 


‘The 
turked 


| badly and set the whole town against 


screen slugging until Warners came 
in with ‘Kid Galahad’ and set the tide 
in the other direction ae. 


LESLIE HOWARD BOWS 
OUT OF WB CONTRACT. 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Conflict with his English commit- 
ments caused Leslie Howard to get 
together with Warners on contract | 
cancellation. Pact had two pictures 
remaining. 

Howard is planning to 
!on return to Hollywood, 


freelance 


Average Film Admish Price Hasn t 
Deviated from 22-23c in 15 Months . 


Pictures constitute the real 
lar national amusement 


popu- 


in the United 


States today, as judged by the av- 
erage admission price charged at 
the box office 

Check completed this week re- 
veals that the nationel adr ion fee 
in the past 15 montt ha not de- 

ited from the 22-25c figure Av- 
erage ticket to a film theatre earl; 
last ye Wa 20 In the fall it 
lipped slightly under 22c but at the 
present time it is within a fraction 
of that amount 

Even with considerable tilting in 
bigger cities early in 1937, th 
was hardly a time that the averaze 
imission raised above 23c. Drive to 
ft admittance prices, which got 
under way last year, were nipped b 
the recission which set in late in 
the = fall Theatres which have 
been able to hold their increased f 
are counterbalanced bv those wl 
have dipped back in the admission 
scale setup. 

Surprising part of the survey wa 


found in 
higher 
the number 


the which the 
sions had been offset by 
of houses which auto- 
matically charged less when they 
slipped from second-run to third- 
run category. 

Figures 


tanner \ ole 
tory to those claiming 


manner in 


adm} 


compiled are contradic- 
that 40c ad- 
mission theatres predominate. Break- 


down of the price scale at house 


vhere 40c. is charged most nights in 
the week revealed that the variatior 
n prices during the day plus pro- 

ion for juvenile trade often 


brought such type operations down 
+ 9) 


0 25c, as the average price charged 
over a week's time. Similar an 
alysi of o-called 50c theatres 

ywed that usually the average 
price over a 7-day stretch was close 
to 40 or 42¢ 

Lar iumber of = theatr« get 
tir only 10c¢ and 15c in the af 
ernoons and 15c, 20c and 25c at nig 
leveled off the average price fron 
tne higher quotations for the de 
lIXe! n ke SpOULs 


‘The | 


Hollywood are just a bunch of ama- 
teurs.’ 

Tracy expressed a strong desire to 
appear again on the stage, but he’s 
haunted by the ghosts of defunct 
screen star legit vehicles. The stage 
was his springboard to films but, to 
do a little metaphor mixing, 
afraid of being bitten by the 
that fed him. 

‘Producers,’ Tracy elaborated, 
‘seem to depend on the picture name 
to carry the play, when as a matter 
of fact the play has to be a whale 
|of a lot better than average, for a 
creen name. An actor gets more of 
a break when he’s just starting out. 
Gets credit for doing a good part in 
a so-so play. But it’s a tall gamble 
| to come back to the stage after mak- 
ing a picture name. Maybe the pub- 
lic doesn't actually start saying ‘Oh, 
yeah?’ and perhaps the critics don’t 
| really start sharpening the knives as 
soon as they hear of the plan, but 
it certainly looks that way to the 
man on the Hollywood fence.’ 


he’s 


hand 


Hasn't though much about what 
kind of a show he’d like to do—only 
| know ; got to be good.’ 


Even if a likely ms. is discovered, 
the venture will have to be 


however, 
postponed awhile as there is a 


pic- 
ture waiting for him when he returns 
from a brief London jaunt. Said he 
| pre ‘ferred his own back yard to the 
| ocean trip for a vacation, but making 
the London trek because Mrs. Tracy 
| insisted that it would ‘do him good? 
Looking slimmer than in his last film, 
: racy said he lost 12 pounds the hard 
—through a recent illness— but 
i ie the new streamlining and in- 
tends to keep it. 


SALLY RAND’S 4-PIC 
_ DEAL WITH STANDARD 


Sally Rand leaves for Hollywood 
June 15 to start 





work on a fore 


picture contract with Standard Piec- 
( Will do one and then return 
t, going back to the Coast some- 


me in September. 
Dancer exits the Casa Manana, 
Y., April 30, and goes to the 
| Audibaoiaen. Baltimore, for a legit 
| fling, opening May 9 for one weck. 


| After that there are some vaude 


| dates and stock legiting at Dennis, 
Mass.; Mt. Kisco, N. Y.; Westport, 
Conn., and Ogonquit, Me., before re- 


jturning to Standard and her second 
film. Will do straight dramatics in 
| films, aS with annual legit trek. 


La Cava Sessiie Oif 


H ally Word An | hy 
Gregory La Cava will produce and 
lrect hi ) inal tory, ‘R 4 
Angles,’ at RKO, with Doulas Faire 
ant Jr., set for the male lead 
Picture rolls about Sept. 1 
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Nation’ s Press Very Curious About 


Pix Moppets’ $, Since Coogan Mess 


+ —-_- -——_ 


——— 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Hollywood correspondents and 
wire service men are losing plenty 
of sleep as result of Jackie Coogan’s 
litigation with his parents. They are 
swamped with requests from their 
papers to get the lowdown on all the 
moppets in the film industry. Finan- 
cial several is well known, 
but parents of 
kids ng scribes the mackerel 


status of 
some of 


ory 


are §1Vi 


the screen 


got 
} 


The day after Coogan’s mother 
ines, for calling him a ‘bad, 
boy, there was a rush for 
bookings of ‘Peck’s Bad Boy 

Sol Lesser is reviving Bad 
Boy. First series of six will 
‘Peck’s Bad the Circus’ fo1 
RKO rele 


Film rig 


> head! 
re- 
~uUut 
‘Peck’s 
of a be 
Boy at 
ase. 
hts have 
years. He 
with Jackie 


to the stories 
been held by Lesser for 
made the first in 1921 

Coogan playing the lead. 


New 50% Ruling 
Los Angeies, April 26. 
Screen, stage and radio moppets 
: assured at least half their sal- 
aries through a new ruling by Judge 
Emmet H. Wilson in Superior Court 


last Thursday (21). As a result of 
the Jackie Coogan case, in which the 
former child star sued his mother 
and stepfather for an accounting of | 
1 


he millions he earned in pictures, 
Judge Wilson ordered changes in the 
policy of approving theatrical and 
radio contracts for minors. 

Under the ruling no contract vill 
be approved unless the parents or 
guardians agree to establish a trust 
fund into which the employer will 
deposit at least 50% of the minor’s 
earnings. 

Judge Wilson ruled that the 1927 
enactment in the Civil Code, giving 
judges authority to approve con- 
tracts for minors, virtually makes 
the court the guardian of the clfild. 

Meanwhile, a preliminary receiver, 
eppointed by Judge Wilson, is having 
an audit made of the books of Jackie 
Coogan Productions, Inc., and an in- 
ventory of all real and personal 
property controlled by the mother 
and stepfather, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernstein, 


Sacramento, April 26. 

Bill to prevent parents from ex- 
propriating the earnings of kid 
actors is being sponsored by Assem- 
blyman Chester G. Gannon. 

Measure was prompted by Jackie 
Coogan’s current suit against 
mother and stepfather, demanding 


an accounting of his picture salaries. | 
| Goldwyn-Mayer 
| Idaho looking for a lake or stream 
| location for scenes of 
| Passage.’ 
trading post of St. Francis, which 
"We the People’ program after hav- | 


New law would provide a bonded 
guardian for moppets. 





Coogan Cancels Radio 
Jackie Coogan has cancelled off 


ing been set for a guest-shot tomor- 
row (Thursday). Former kid star 
was booked to tell his story of pres- 
ent court case for $750 and fare and 


expenses from Coast to New York | 


and back. Later Coogan notified the 
Young & Rubicam agency, which | 
hrndles the program for General | 
Fuvods (Sanka coffee) that on advice | 
of his counsel he wanted to bring a 
traveling companion with him. 
Asked that expenses and fare be pro- 
vided for companion, whose identity 
he did not reveal. 

Agency balked at the additional 
expense and when Coogan refused 
to come alone, appearance was can- 
celled. It is understood that the 
companion Coogan wanted to bring 
Was someone his counsel was send- 
ing along to handle newspaper re- 
porters in New York. 


They Satisfy—Three 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Chesterfield has asked 
of involuntary bankruptcy 
ings in federal court following 
compromise with three creditors. 
Claims of Smith & Aller. 
Radio and RCA totaled $18,451.24 








50% 


Dismissal is subject to the approval 
17 


of the court, 
other creditors 


pending action 
within 10 days 


ee 


Englund Scripts ‘A&M’ 


Hollywood, April 26. 


of 


Ken 
the 


next Psramount starrer, ‘Artists and 
Models.’ 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., will pro- 
duce. 





cerpt sect 
cational va 


was 
Ky.. 
of 


picture films on the Joe 


Jim C. Smith, 
here, 


it was announced that Brandenbrug | 
will be brought to Birmingham for 
trial. 


films were shown in Birmingham at 
three downtown theatres. 


Breen Troupe East On 


Arthur 


will 
(Wednesd 
Street’ 


ward Cline, 
Roanoke, Va., 
studio, 

his | 


| Roberts adventure story, 
;ers were headed by Ray Messenger 


| lems 


dismissal 
proceed- 


RKO- 


Englund has started work on 
screen play for Jack Benny’ 





Rockefeller’s $69,000 
Grant for Educ. Fiims 


Rockefeller Foundation’s General 
Education Board has granted $69,000 








to the film project of the Progressive 
Education Association. Award is 
made for the purpose of continuing 
for another year, beginning in July, 
preparation of 40 more classroom | 
films. by means of editing selected 
portions from commercial pictures. 

Work was first begun in July, 1936, 
on basis of a two year grant of $75,- | 
000, and 36 classroom shorts have 
been completed so far by Joseph 
Losey, production director. Helen 
Van Dongen is film editor. Margaret 
Kneerim and Irving Lerner are as- 
sistanits, 

Major film companies 


cooperate | 
in allowing it to ex- 
have edu- 


vith the project 
t deemed to 


ons 
O11} 


lue. 


DIXIE JAM ON J0E 
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Attaboy, Charley 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Changing names may be an 
old Hollywood custom, but 
they're not tampering with 
Charley Grapewin’s monicker. 
When Metro cast him as Wood- 





row Wilson in ‘Shopworn An- 
gel,’ it was decreed that Charles 
would be more dignified than 
Charley. 


When Grapewin heard about 
it he exploded, ‘Charley has 
served me faithfully for my 
first 40 years as an actor, and it 
ought to be good enough for the 
next 40.’ Studio lost the de- 
cision, 











BWAY STRAND 


MULLS 


VAUDE 


weeks on the 
that has pre- 
Strand on 


After recently poor 
straight picture policy 
vailed for. years, the 


Broadway is flirting with the idea of | 
Narners is check- | 


adding vaudeville. V 


{ing on cost at which shows may be 
obtained, what unions will require, 
etc., before reaching any decision. 


LOUIS FIGHT FILMS) 


Bi vents nghare. April 26. 
Brandenbrug, 50, of Atlanta 
arrested April 21 in Lexington, 
by agents of the Federal Bureau 
Investigation and charged with 
interstate transportation of moving 
Louis-Tommy 


Walter 


Farr fight from Atlanta to Birming- 
ham last September, according to 


U. S. district attorney, 


After his arrest by the FBI agents 


His bond was set at $2,000. 
District Attorney Smith said the 








‘Easy Street’ Location 
Hollywood, April 26. 

Breen and a troupe of 18 
leave for the east tomorrow 
ay) to begin work on ‘Easy 
for Sol Lesser. 

Company, headed by director Ed- 
will ‘shoot scenes at 
before returning to the 


Bobby 


Spokane, April 26. 
represer.iatives of Metro- 
are in northern 


Ten 


‘Northwest 
Idea is to build frontier 
figures prominently in the Kenneth 
Metro look- 


and included Len Smith, Ray Ran- 
nahan, Charles Salerno, Henry Nel- 
Al Scheving, Henry Forrester, 


son, 





Merritt Sybal, Al Cline and Sid 
Zerber. 


| son is the male topper. 


For several months the WB Strand, 
Brooklyn, which always was 
straight picture theatre, has been 
playing vaude on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays to satisfactory results. 


seb) 





MOTIONS TO QUASH A. B. 


MOMAND’S TRUST SUITS 


Oklahoma City, April 26. 


| Theatres, Pathe, First National, Con- 
solidated Amus. Co. and Griffith 
Amus. Co. have filed motions in fed- | 


eral court here .o quash the $6,600,000 | 


anti-trust suit brought A. B. 


Momand, 

Twentieth and Griffith charge the 
present suit disregards the authority 
of the court 
the court in 1937 to institute no 
actions. Pathe. Regal. 
and Consolidated 


by 


mor 
aiaS 


allege 


ask dismissal on those grounds; Con- | 
solidated states it never did exist. 

Hearing slated tentatively for June | 
7 before Judge Edgar S. Vaught. 





Curiiz on ‘Desert Song’ 





Hollywood, April 26. 


Warners has assigned Michael 
Curtiz to direct the forthcoming 


‘Desert Song,’ operetta remake. 

Production will be delayed until 
Curtiz completes ‘Because of a Man,’ 
starring Errol Flynn, 


Nadine Conner, radio warbler, is 
returning east after two days of test- 
ing for the featured femme spot in 
the ‘Desert Song’ remake, slated to 
get under way June 1. Donald Dick- 





Northwest Exhibs and Distribs 
Trying the Roundtable Formula 





Minneapolis, April 26. 
Northwest Allied States and rep- 
resentatives of the producers-dis- 


tributors here a few months ago 
were supposed to set the wheels in 
motion for closer cooperation in the 
film industry and settlement of prob- 
and differences among inde- 
pendent exhibitors and producers- 
distributors at give-and-take, round- 
table sessions 
here and harmony was in the saddle. 
But, far as discernible, the 


as 1s 


wheels haven’t moved forward in the | 


slightest degree. 
President W. A. Steffes of North- 
west Allied, who engineered the co- 
operation and roundtable campaign, 
was queried to 
to brainchild, 


as 


pened his 


hand and the producers-distributors 


+} 


on the other are at loggerheads over 


the Neely-Pettingill bill and the in-| 
die siill are complaining ‘in vain’ 
bout other alleged ‘unfair trade 
practices.’ ‘I can’t be bothered,’ re- 
torted Steffes. ‘I’m busy raising pigs, 
chickens and cows on my farm. I’ve 


made an application, too, for a radio 
station permit. To hell with the mo- 
tion picture industry.’ 

Seriously, however, Steffes has 
made known to his associates that 
he is confident that the trend is in 





It was a love-feast | 


what had hap- | 
inasmuch | 
- he and his organization on the one! 


in the roundtable direction and that 


tangible results will be in evidence | 


before 1938 has passed on. 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
there has been no of- 





Although 


| ficial meeting of United Motion Pic- 


ture Theatre Owners called to sound 


out sentiment on the Neely bill, ex- 


| hibs questioned this week were gen- 


erally against it. Indies were 
lready enough to admit that evils 
which the measure is designed to re- 
lieve certainly exist. 
ever, that Federal intervention 
the correct method. There is a fear 
| that passage of the bill would prob- 
| ably bring up newer and 
evils than it eliminates. 

|} Lewen Pizor, 


greater 


UMPTO prez, in a 
recent letter to S. R. Kent, went on 
record against the Neely act. He 


declared himself in 
jup from within the 


favor of a clean- 
industry. 


ployees. 
Twentieth Century-Fox Film, Regal | der the state 

. | chartered 
| loans will be 
| Funds for 


as Momand agreed with | 


First National | 
they had | 
been dissolved previous to incidents | 
stipulated in the suit and therefore | 


all | 


They feel, how- | 
isn't | 





Showdown Seen Between Maj jor Film 


Companies and Sponsored Pictures 


Head-on crash between the film | 
_ industry and advertising agencies | 
| over commercial or sponsored pic- 
tures appeared in 
week, following Will Hays’ st 
| on the Coast before he left for N. Y. 
|Sunday (24) night. 
|the Motion Picture Producers & 
| Distributors association claimed that 
the picture business was thoroughly 
aroused about the advertising 
| dustrial films, but would not indicate 
| that Hays was hurrying east t 
charge of the campaign against 
| type of screen product. 
| That both factions were girding 
| themselves for a finish battle 

dicated by the fact that ad agencies 
and industrial firms were going right 
ahead with plans to produce pictures, 





or Il 


take 


this 


was 1n 


} 2 ° 

| while the Hays organization was 
| preparing ammunition to cite the 
| danger to outright screen entertain- 


|; ment and the eventual loss it might 
bring to producers and distributors. 
The Hays statement was that ‘the 
studios are thoroughly awake to the 
possible results of the reported ef- 
forts to use the motion pict thea- 
tre screen for pro- 


1S 


ure 
sponsored films 


|20TH-FOX’S CREDIT CO. 
FOR ITS H.0. EMPLOYES 


A credit union, unique for show 
business as well as other industries, 
is being set up within 20th Century- 
Fox for the purpose of 
'funds for loans to home office em- 
The union, to operate un- 
banking laws. has been 
Albany, and under it 
made only at the h.o. 
loans will be obtained 


providing 


a+ 
at 


|through shares, purchaseable either 
| outright or on instailment. at a cost 
| of $5 each. Loans up to $500 will be 


jat 5% interest, but at the end of each 
| fiscal year the income from this in- 
| terest will be paid out in dividends 
in the manner determined by the 
board of directors. 

Directors of the credit organiza- 
tion are Norman B. Steinberg, Harry 
Reinhardt, Grace Warner, Nat 
Brower, Harry Winikoff, Charles 
| Minck and J. H. Lang. 

This is the first known instance in 
|show business where a 


lending or- 


ganization has been set up, although 
several of the big film companies 





have arrangements’ with various 
banks under which employees may 
borrow money without security or 
endorsers. 


Radic Station’s Comm’! 
Film to Ballyhoo Itself 


First industrial picture made by a 
radio station to drum up business 
was shown last week in New York 
by KOMO-KJR. ‘Pacific Northwest,’ 
running nearly three reels, exploits 
the Washington state market and is 
the initial film of sort turned out 
about Washington. Some 21 basic 
industries are covered, with statis- 
tical data obtained from the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Other subject, KOMO-KJR, which 
runs about 17 minutes, intends to 
show that the Seattle radio outfit is 
a big-time link in NBC’s network. 
Shows every phase of KOMO-KJR 
activities. 


G-B’s Sales Regionals 


Series of three regional sales 
meetings, outlining 1938-39 program, 
will be started by Gaumont-British 

















with two-day session in New York 
starting next Saturday (30) at St. 
| Moritz. Full program will be out- 
| lined at this session. 

| Chicago regional confab wil] be 
| May 3-4, while third session in Den- 
ver will be May 6-7. G-B execu- 
tives will go to “ach meeting, with 
sales forces from respective terri- 
tories making up remainder of at 


, tendance. 


BONITA’S ‘PASSWORD’ 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Robertson White has been handed 


the scripting chore on ‘The Pass- 
word of Larkspur Lane’ one of the 
Nancy Drew books recently accuired 


by Warners, as a starring vehicle 
Bonita Granville. 
} Bryan Foy will produce. 


for 


Spokesmen for | 


' screens 





27, 1938 





| duced primarily for advertising pure 
|poses.’ He reiterated that ‘the Policy 


_of the organized industry continues 
the offing this | 
atement | 


firm against the extension of adver- 
tising to the entertainment program” 

In contrast, several independent 
producers and distributors were jn. 
clined to pooh-pooh the warning that 
sponsored pictures would hurt bus 
One distrib said he 
will to distribute 
tertainment-industrial films when. 
ever they could be obtained in a 
profitable deal. Impartial observers 
seemed to think that the film busj- 

ess wants profits, and so do 
USING agencies, 

In the meantime, U. l 
short, ‘Men Make Steel,’ has been 
screened before officials of major 
companies and independents, with no 
distributor set thus far. Universal 
and Warner Bros. both were re.- 
ported as having given the film the 
once-over, Thus far sponsored films, 


n which advertising has been held 


le 
ness, would be 
worthwhile e, 


ng 


aavere 
4 


S. Steel's color 


to the minimum, have been able to 
land in 6,000 to 7,000 theatre: If a 
major company or one of the larger 

dependent distributors handles the 
teel picture, it is estimated that 
nearly 10,008 exhibitors might be 
re ached. 

Objections 

Attitude of Haysians is that ad 

films are harmful for three reasons: 


(1) Because they cut into the play- 
ing time of legitimate producers: (2) 
because they arouse resentment 
against both the theatre and pro- 
ducer in the mind of the public; (3) 
because they might have reflex ace 
tion against an advertiser if the pub- 
lic resents intrusion on the regular 
program, 

They indicated that while such sort 
of pictures might mean a saving at 
the present time, the ultimate result 
would hurt the boxoffice—and all of 
the industry. 

The actual number of picture the- 
atres coming under direct supervi- 
sion of the Hays organization is neg- 


ligible compared to the total num- 
ber of houses in the U. S. Of ap- 


proximately 17,000 film 
operation, probably 1,500 


theatres in 
to 2,000 are 


affiliated with major companies 
(Hays members) or indirectly con- 
trolled as subsidiary operations. 


However, a certain amount of pres- 


sure might be exerted by the dis- 
tribution companies. 
Peculiar part of the impending 


scrap is that the advertising agencies, 


‘if they go in for industrial pictures 


on the scale now anticipated, will 
be taking away from newspapers and 
possibly radio on budgets for their 
clients. While this naturally will be 
resented by newspaper publishers 
and might readily have an adverse 
effect on relations between the pic- 
ture business and the papers, ad- 
vertising agencies will exert such a 
heavy influence that newspapers 
might be kept in line. Alternative 
might well be a threat to cut down 
advertising space from firms handled 
by the agency. 

All of these factors are being care- 
fully mulled by Haysites who ad- 
mit they have a fight on their hands. 
Additional problem is that real en- 
tertainment has been incorporated in 
recently made sponsored’ subjects 
with so little advertising or pub- 
licity incorporated that few squawks 
are anticipated in smaller theatres 
or houses where the admission fee 
is low. 

Loew’s determination that the cir- 
cuit is not te become exhibition 
ground for this type of picture is 
expresed in an official statement: ‘In 
the past we have been opposed to 
commercial advertising on our 
and have not accepted it. 
That is still our policy.’ 


Sez Hays on the Ceast 
Hollywood, April 26 


Commercial Films as a means for 
trimming theatre overhead are 
frowned on by Will Hays. 

Before training east Sunday (24), 


statement 
‘Whatever prob- 
business recovery 
in characteristic 


he offered the following 
in this connection, 
lems of general 
mey be, studios 
fashion have launched production 
program of a greater number of 
splendid pictures, with the purpost 
bri about rather than waiting 
for boxoifice upturn. 


neing 


‘Studios are thoroughly awake to 
the possible result of a reported ef- 
fort to use motion picture screens 
for sponsored films, primarily for 
advertising purposes %olicy of «r- 
sanized industry continues firm 
aginst the extension of advert 
ito entertainment program,’ 
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Chicago, April 26. 
Business is weakening in several 
spots in the loop this week, with a 
generally discouraging outlook for 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


houses which haven’t got a really This Week -$1.523.600 

sock attraction on stage or screen (Based on 23 cities, 160 fl 

It's a question of sharp picking on wate age atria Ty cg Pale te 

the part of the public. tres, chiefly first rus, 2) tuaing 
‘Test Pilot’ arrived Saturday at the N. Y.) ; 

United Artists and started off at a Total Gross Same Week 

pace which indicates that the public Last Year $1,677,600. 


has already decided that here is a 


: (Based on 23 cities, 174 
picture that’s worth the admission 


theatres) 











price. Oriental dipping to new low 
of $8.000 with ‘Battle of Broadway.’ 

‘Holding over, ‘Snow White,’ ‘Jeze- 
bel,’ ‘In Old Chicago’ and ‘Mad About 
Music’ are doing trade. 


Durbin-‘Hardy’ $15,500, 


ae : : Brooklyn, April 26. 
Estimates for This Week Several holdovers hereabouts and 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-55-65) | each doing well. Fabian Par in sec- 
—Jezebel’ (WB). Third week in loop] ond stanza 
and looks okay for $5,000. Last week, | ‘Prison Nurse’ 
‘Judge Hardy’ 
$5,800 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and stage 
show Not strong and headed fot 
maybe $21,000, very disappointing.| (RKO). Satisfactory $15,000. Last 
Last week, ‘Jungle Love’ (Par)| week. ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ (20th) and 
dipped sharply towards the finish, ‘Moto’s Gamble’ (20th). good $15,000. 
$20,000, weak. Fox (4,089; 25-40 }- ( } 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). Sensational in Seal ,) eae — : 
: ar 4, | scandal 
its eighth week in the loop. Mighty have’ (Ren). Id $9. 500 
at $10.000. Last week was tremendous | °%S ht Peg N 
at $13.200. Remarkable trade at all Met (3.618: 25-50 )—’Mad 
at oct < ° .;eMmarkKa e race a < Music (U) and ‘Hardy’ s 
times A (M-G) (2d week). 
Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— | week, same pair, fine ay 000. 
‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) and Paramount (4,124; 25 
vaude. Off to very bad trade here, 


: beard’ (Par) and ‘Srison 
with indications of only $8,000, new, (Rep) (2d week). Bri 


Hardy’s Children.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-40 )\—‘Hawaii Calls’ 
(RKO) and c ondemned Women’ 


Children’ 





Nurse 


low under policy. Last week off to’ ticipated. Last week, pair received 
$14,000, weak, for ‘College Swing’| excellent $18.500. 
(Par) | Strand (2.870; 25-40)—‘Girl Was 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | Young’ (GB) and ‘Female Fugitive’ Fenway (M&P) (1.382. :25-35-40- | « 
—‘Mad About Music’ (U) and vaude! (Mono), plus Major Bowes’ unit with | 55)—‘Jezebel’ (WB) and ‘Love on} 
{2d-final week). Doing fine business,! Bert Frohman over weekend. | Oke Budget’ (20th) (2d run), double, | 
better than $16,000 after excellent $9.000 expected. Last week, ‘Making | strong $7,000 indicated. Last week, | 


$22.100 last week. | the Headlines’ 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65-75) | General Ling 
— Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d wk.). Ex- , $8,000. 
cellent business also, second week on | 


pop price stay headed for $14, 000, | rs 
smacking, after snagging big $19, s 
last week. 


State-Lake (Jones) (1,700; 25-35-45- 
55) — ‘Condemned Women’ 35.45 
and vaude. Average take has slipped 
lately and holding to $11,000, okay, 
currently. Last week up a bit to $12,- | 


600 for ‘Settlement’ (20th). 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; | 
35-55-65-75)—‘Test Pilot’ (MG). Bet- | 
ter than $20,000 in the offing, 


—_-_—__—— 


Baltimore, April 26. 


be pe oe ces dood se oan sending Loew’s Century to a long-|} 
raat ™ — roto 96a time high. ‘Bluebeard’ at the Stan- 


but not as big as hoped. 
Estimates for This Week 


GABLE-LOY-TRACY 126, |, century, coew's-va) 13.000; 15 
WAY AHEAD IN L’VILLE 


them in for one “of eter 
Louisville, April 26. 

Only standout currently is “Test 
Pilot’ at Loew’s State, with the rest 
bunched in the field, and b.o. 
nothing to rave about. Hagenbeck- 
Wallace Circus did two-day stand 
here (22-23) to satisfactory biz, but 
made no appreciable dent in pic tak- 
ings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) j 
509; 15-30-40)—Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(2d week) (2d run). Still holding 
up. $2.200. Last week, okay $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20)— 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Love on 
a Budget’ (20ih), split with ‘Crash- 


ming 
grosses in months; 
| Last week, ‘Marco Polo’ 
appointed somewhat at $11.200. 





95-35-40-55-66) — ‘Joy of 


to mild $9,500. Last week, 
of Clyde McCoy and orch, 
was okay, $13,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
25-35-40-55) — 
(U). Opening supper 
(1. | (Tues) after 10 days of 
(Par) to surprise take of $8.100. 

New (Mechanic) (1.558: 15-25-35 
55)—Old Chicago’ 


with p.a 


(2.460; 15 


show tonigh 


after capacity-challenging first ses 
sion to $7,300. 
Stanley (WB) 


(3,250: 15-25-55-40 


with ‘Bluebeard’ and } 
' and Loew's Met con- | 
(MG) finished to fine] tinuing ‘Mad About Music’ and ‘Judge 


‘Over the Wall’ 
(Col). 


(WB) and ‘King of News- 
About 


-50)—‘Blue- | 


ght $15,000 an- 


(Col) and ‘Wife of 
(GB) plus vaude, fair 


pOW-| It's ‘Test Pilot’ in a big way here, 

ley is getting a fairish night play, 
(3 ', 15- 
booming. $19,000. 
(UA) dis- Strong $9,000 on the way. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205:15-| Sky’ (20th), 
Living’ 
(RKO) (2d week) plus h.o. of Abbott | 
trade |} and Costello and new vaude. Dipping 


same pic 


‘Goodbye Broadway’ 


‘Jungle Love’ 


(20th) (2d week) 
Holding up in solid style at $5,000 | 


a with ‘Goodbye Broadway’ | 
1 (U) and ‘Island in the Sky’ (20th) 
| (dual); doubtful if Temple flicker 
will get $3,000. In first week, woe- 
fully weak at $6,100, not much more 
| than house did Holy Week 
| ordinary twinner, 

| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
| 50)—‘Bluebeard’ (Par). Should have 
'no trouble holding up to $15,000 o1 
| thereabouts, unusually good. Last 
week, ‘Jezebel’ (WB) came through 
with better than $14,000. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 
‘Women Like That’ (WB) and George 
Jessel-Norma Talmadge on_ stage. 
Meagre $14,500 can be credited to 


Jessel. Last week, Allan Jones in 
person w hay ‘Fools for Scandal’ 
(WB), only $19,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Tip- 
Off Girls’ (Par) and ‘Invisible Men 
ace’ (WB) (dual). Looks like $4,700, 
not bad at all. Last week, ‘Romance 
in the Dark’ (Par) and ‘Penrod and 
His Twin Brother’ (WB) (dual) 
struggle to get even near $4,000. 


‘BATTLE BWAY; 
VAUDE 2766, 
BOSTON 


Boston, April 26 

‘Test Pilot’ on double bill at Orph 
and State and three Hollywood per- 
sonalities in person on the Memorial 
stage take top honors this week 
Metropolitan holds over a film for 
the first time in its history, ‘Old 
Chicago,’ for an extra five days, aiter 
a handsome tally for the first full 


‘Hawaii’ $15,000, B’klyn| 


Oke $15. can Last | week on a dual bill. 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3.212: 25-35-40-55) 

—Law of the Underworld’ 

and ‘Waikiki Nights’ unit on stage. 


with an} 


| ‘Merrily We Live 


| years ago by 


| tire vaude bill, 
| other acts. 


(RKO) | 


Looks okay for $15,000. Last week, | 


‘Midnight Intruder’ (U), and French! 


Folies unit on stage, faltered, $12,000. 


‘Island in 
run) sur- 


‘Jungle Love’ (Par), and 

Sky’ (20th) (dual) (2d 
| prised with $6,300. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907; 35- 
50-65)—‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) 
and stage show starring Dixie Dun- 
| bar, Bert Wheeler, Jackie Cooper. 
| Heading towards dandy $27,500. Last 
+ week, socko $29,500 for ‘Sesanene and 

20th) and Guy Lombardo on 


| Butler’ (2 ruy ar 
stage. 
$ 9 Metropolitan (M&P) (4.267: 25-35- 


40-55)—‘Old_ Chicago’ (20th) and 
‘Tip-Off Girls’ (Par) (double). Held 


| over for five more days, aiming at 
|} about $10,500, okay. First week, 


smasho $26,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). Solo smash, 
around $21,000 and possible holdover. 
Last week, big $19.400 on ‘Golden 
West’ (M-G) and ‘No Time to Marry’ 
(Col) (double). 
“ Paramount (M&P) (1.797; 25-35-40- 
55)—Jezebel’ (WB) and ‘Love on 
Budget’ (20th) (dual) (2d 


(Par) and 
dual (2d 


‘Island in 
run), very 


‘Jungle Love’ 


good $9.500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 35-40-55) 
s|—‘Jungle Love’ (Par) isa run) and 
‘Over the Wall’ (WB) 2d run) 
(dual). Healthy $7.200 gait. Last 
week, $6,800 for ‘Bluebeard’ 
-| (3d run) and 
(2d run), double: house 
t bank night, starting Friday (29). 

State (Loew) (3.600: 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). Climbing high to 
-| about $18,000. Last week, verv good 
$16.000 on ‘Golden Wost’ (M-G) and 
‘No Time to Marry’ (Col), dual. 


Third week indicated. | 


- ‘Pilot’ Terriff $20,000, 


ing Hollywood’ (RKO) and ‘Gold 50) ‘Minshencd’ (Bar), Gettine same 
7. ones , * ’ . oe —- i . « « . rol - ot | ‘ , te i 
iar amar ba Pet ee pM night play, but not as strong as hoped } Polo $10,000, Buffalo 
national Settlement’ (20th) and | f°r: possible $10,000 the wind-up. Last | Buffalo. April 26 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th), strong Week. ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB), ns.| Business has taken a substantial 
combo, satisfactory $2,400. $4,000. aie te bracer here, with grosses moving up 
Loew's State (3,000; 15-30-40)— | ¢ awe a | ; to top brackets. Last week proved a 
‘Test Pilot? (M-G) (single). Will ‘BEUQEBEARD’ O.K. 15G: | cak, vetiod wwith grosses every. 
easily cop $12,000, possibly more; — ? where, except the Lafayette, running 
plenty socko. Last week, ‘Marco 


Polo’ (UA) and ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA), 


away over expeciations 
PITT MOSTLY TEPID ““Gierests Pit doing turn. 


dual, bettered expectations at $7,206 away, while ‘Polo is waving room 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: | RS ae for improvement, Century is on the 

15-30-40) —Women Are Like That’ | . _ Pittsburgh, April 26. | top shelf. ee 

(WB). Hardly strong enough b.o. to Biz continues on the down-grade | Estimates for This Week 


hold up as a single. Probably $3,100 | here. 
in sight. fair. 
Scandal’ (WB), 


| Recent nosedive makes summer pros 


lukewarm $2,900. 
Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA) and ‘Slim’ (WB) (dual), 
split with ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), | ment take place, now that dayligh 
and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB) (dual).| savings is here to add 
Poor $1.100. Last week, ‘Easy Liv- | woes. 
ing’ (Par) and ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) 
(dual). split with ‘As Good as Mar- | 


be surprised to see a wide retrench 


Estimates for This Week 


and boys generally are afraid 
Last week, ‘Fools for | the bottom hasn't been reached yet. 
| pects pretty dark and nobody would | Like That’ 


to b.o.’s other 


Alvin (Harris) (2.000; 25-35-50) — 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-40-60) 
‘Marco Polo’ (UA). Fair $10,000 in- 
-|dicated. Last week. ‘Women Are 
(WB), $19.000, fine 
-| Century (Shea) (3.000; 25-35)—‘Go 
t| Chase Yourself’ (RKO) and ‘Penrod’ 
(WB) (dual). May go to fine $9,000 
Last week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d 
}run), ended with fine $8.200 
Serene Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 35-55) 


ried’ (U) and ‘Case of the Stuttering | ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d week).| —Te Pilot’ (M-G). Should get 
Bishop’ (WB) (dual), weak $1,200. Easily this site’s big coin picture of great $20 000. Last week. ‘Golde 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-30-| the vear: shouldn't be far from West’ (M-G), very nice $13 , 400 
49'— Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Island $11,500; third stanza likely. Last Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-50)- Tom 
in the Skv’ (20th) (dual). Nothing | week, spurted wildly in last few days Sawyer’ (UA) (2d week). Only fa 
startling. but headed for $7.000.| to over $16.00U; not too far behind) probably around $6,500. Last week 


okay. Last week ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ | house record . * swell $10.300. : ; ek ae 
(20th) and ‘Trip to Paris’ (20th) Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1.750: 25-40) Lafayette (Ind) (3.500 25-35 ) 
(dual). nice $8,000. ‘Rebecca’ (20th! (2d week) One | ‘Goodbye, Broadway’ ‘U) and ‘Cit 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15- of the poorest showings for any Girl (20th) (di aly. Slightiy bett 
30-40'—‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and/| Temple ever to play here; for nly | nace: probably $6,509 Last 
Condemned Women’ (RKO) (dual) four days, not because biz me he it|‘Start Cheering’ (Col) and “Who 


se house wa 


‘2d week). So-so $2,900, after first but becau 
stanza’s okay $3,600. on regular Wednesday opening to 


nted to get back | Killed Gail Presto 


ist fair $6,000 


° i 


_PICTURE GROSSES 
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B way Fast; Mae West Personal AIG, 
‘Polo’ $70,000 3d, ‘Chi’ 40G on 3d, 
Pilot’ 426 2d, ‘Jungle -Dorsey 396 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 274,500 
(Based on 11 theatres 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $314,600 


(Based on 12 theatres) 











Post-Easter week on Broadway } 


bringing better than average busi- 

Nit weather has prevailed a 
i setback but up through Sunday 
(24) kids and schoolteachers were an 
aid though apparently shopping care- 


fullv 


No new pictures of note came in 


| most of the town being on holdover: 


but at the second-run State thes 
hung out the name of Mae West and 
from Thursday (21) on that house 
has been getting a large shere of the 
town’s shoppers. Miss West, with 
on the screen sec- 
ce a possible $41,000, 
very big though not menacing the 
all-time record hung up a couple 
Rudy Vallee, $44,500 
Considering that Vallee was in the 
house on a holiday week, $41,000 for 
Miss West. if struck, will be com- 
parable with the record, a ho?:day 
almost ma 
West, getting $12,500 and a split 50- 
$38,000, is paying for the en- 
consisting of four 
House is doing a total of 
40 shows on the week. An effective 
campaign on the film star’s engage- 
ment was put on for the State by Ir- 
win Zeltner. 

Four strong holdovers are churn- 
ing to fine business. Two of these, 
Old Chicago’ and ‘Marco Polo’ are 
on third weeks at their respective 


} 
L 


ond run, looks 


50 over 


theatres, the 
Former looks to get $40,000 or bet- 
ter on its current (3d) week and is 
being retained for a fourth. ‘Polo’ 


| goes out on a powerful third week’s 


run). | 
Last week, | 


(Par) | 
fo %s Camhip’ ‘! 
*‘Moto’s Gamble (20th) 


takes on} 


take of $70.000. which with weeks of 
$92,000 and $101.000 up ahead, gives 
the 21-dav engagement a grand total 
of $263,000. 

The Capitol’s ‘Test Pilot,’ by far 
the best for this large straight film 
operation in a long, 


king that difference. Miss | 


foxy and Music Hall. | 


long time, got | 





stanza looks $70,000 or ctose, very 
good, after a second week’s take of 
$101,000 and initial seven days’ drag 
through Holy Week of $92,000, highly 
profitable engagement. ‘There's Al- 
ways a Wom: (Col) bows tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55 \—‘Condemned 
Women’ (RKO) Not doing much 
but some profit at $6,000 Last week 
the same was grossed by ‘Wide Open 
Faces’ (Col) 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-90 )— 

sattle of Broadway’ (20ih). Opened 
here Saturday (23) but not getting 
any play, probably less than $8,000 
Last week, second for ‘Pimpernel’ 

UA), only around $7,500, very dis- 
appointing House i trying a re- 
Count of Monte Cristo’ (UA) 
Wednesday (4). 


ue of - 


tarting 


Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Chi- 
cago’ = §- (20th) and stage show (3d 
week). A swell business-getter, this 


week (3d) looking $40,000 or better 
fourth week. The second 
he: built to a magnificent $53,500, 
+h eo three days of that week 
beating the same days of the opening 
tanza 

Strand (2.767; 25-55-75 )—‘Accidents 
Will Happen’ (WB). This one is 
also taking it on the chin, $7,000 be- 
ing tons. Last week did around 
$8.000 with ‘Torchy Blane in Pana- 
ma’ (WB). House is considering 
vaude for the summer. 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—‘Merrily 
We Live’ (MG) and vaude bill 
headed by Mae West. Show opened 
very strong Thursday (21), getting 
$5,600 that day on six performances 
by Miss West, then dipped Friday 
and Saturday to under exnectations 
but held firmly Sunday and on week 
may get to $41,000, very big though 
safely behind the house record of 
$44,500. which it was thought earlier 
might be reached. Miss West is get- 
ting $12.500 and a split of 50% over 
| $38,000 but pays for the whole stage 
show out of that: however, looks to 
| garner nice profit on engagement. 
She cut to five shows Monday (25), 
did same yesterday (Tues.) and to- 
day (Wed.) also plavs five for total 
of 39 on the week. Though under a 
heavy nut, theatre will show a good 
profit on engagement. Last week, 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) and Rudy 
Vallee got $33, 500, excellent. 


Stay a 





close to $60,000 the first week and | 


currently on its holdover will be 
about $42,000, excellent. Picture goes 
a third session. The 
wound up its second week of ‘Her 
Jungle Love,’ with the Tommy Dor- 


Paramount | 


‘PILOT’ WAY UP, $12,000; 
SEATTLE MOSTLY OKE 


sey band and Ben Blue last night | 


(Tues.) at $39,000, also big profit, 
after an initial seven days’ receipts 
of $46,500. ‘College Swing’ and the 
Kay Kyser band opens here today 
(Wed.). A poor holdover but re- 
portedly committed under the con- 
tract is ‘Sailing Along’ at around 
$5.500 for the Criterion. 

More important of the new pic- 
tures are ‘Battle of Broadway.’ at 
the Rivoli, and ‘Accidents Will Hap- 
pen’ at the Strand. neither of which 
are getting anywhere. ‘Broadway’ 
looks under $8,000, very disappoint- 
ing, while ‘Accidents’ probably will 
not strike $7,000 at the Strand. Lat- 
ter is said to be considering a vaude 
policy over the summer after the 
way business has been going lately. 

‘Rawhide.’ with Lou Gehrig, ball 
star, at the Globe appears to be do- 
ing average, week looking a likely 
$7,000 At the small-seater Rialto 
‘Condemned Women’ will get about 
$6.090. fairish. ‘Law of the Und 


world’ ovens here on a preview to- 


| night (Wed.). 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (4.5290: 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
Test Pilot’ (MG) (2d weck). A hu 
monev-maker, th week (2d) look- 
ing around $42,000. Holds a third 
tunza First seven days was Just 
$60,000, very big 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Sailing 
Along’ (GB) (2d-final week). Held 
over because of a contract calling 
for two weeks but feeble initial seven 


unde 


days at only around $7,009, while 
econd stanza $5,500 appears the an- 
wer, 

Globe (1.274: 25-40-55)—‘Rawhide’ 
(20th). Western with Lou Gehrig 


started out nicely and may get to 
$7,000, good. Last week, ‘Penrod and 


| Twin Brother’ (WB) came through 


witn close to $7,000 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Rebecca’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Patient in 
Room 18’ (WB) (1st run), dualed. 
This twin a possible $8,800. 
Last week, ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Over the Wall’ (WB) 
(2d run), twinned. got $9,000 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
‘Colleze Swing’ (Par) and Kay 
Kyser orchestra open today (Wed.) 
Second week of ‘Her Jungle Love’ 
(Par) plus the Tommy Dorsey band 
and Ben Blue. with majority of dravyv 
credited - Dor wound up last 
night (T ) with $39,000 excellent 
The first aad allied $46,500 
Radio City Sauste Hall (5.980: 40- 
§0-84-99-$1.65)—‘Polo’ (UA) and stage 
now (3d-final week) Windup 


isvect 


Seattle, April 26. 

Paramount goes single bill this 
week for “Test Pilot,’ this being the 
first solo for this house in an age. 

Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (650; 32-37-42)—‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) 
and ‘Moto’s Gamble’ (20th) (dual) (3d 
week), Indicated big $3,400. Last 
week, ‘Rebecca’ (20th) and ‘Trip to 
Paris’ (20th) dual, $3,100, okay. 
Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (1,950; 21-32)—‘Yank at Oxford’ 
(M-G) and ‘Paradise for Three’ 
(M-G) (dual). Expect hefty $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Happy Landing’ (20th) 
and ‘Chan at Monte Carlo’ (20th) 
(dual) mild $2,900. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)—- 
‘This Way, Please’ (Par) and ‘Big 
Town Girl’ (20th) (dual), split with 
‘Roll Along Cowboy’ (20th) and 
‘Squadron of Honor’ (Col) (dual). 
Indicated he; = y $2,300. Last week, 
Octopu (WB) and ‘Trigger Trio’ 
(Rep) (dual), lit with ‘Rat’ (RKO> 

land ‘Sweethearts of Navy’ (GN) 
(dual), $2,000, fair, 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
sreen) (2.366; 32-37-42) — ‘Old Chi- 
cavo’ (20th) (solo) (2d week). Head- 
ed for nice $6,000. Last week, same 
tilm. wow $12,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800: 21-32-42)— 
‘Always a Woman’ (Col) (sinele). 
Heading for good $6,500. Last week, 
an oe = Lady X’ (UA) (solo) 
(2d wee $3,000, moderate. 

Muse * Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 32-37-42)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) 

| (solo) (7th week). Final garnering 
okay $2,700. Last week, same film, 
$3,200, good. 

Orpheum 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.600; 32-37-42 )—‘Jezebel’ (WB) and 
‘First 100 Years’ (MG) (dual) (2d 
week). Possibly $4,300, all richt. 
Last week, same films, $7.800, big. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 10-21- 
37)—Old Barn Dance’ (Rep) and 
‘No Time to Marry’ (Col) (dual), 
plus vaude. Likely hefty $4,009. 
Last week, ‘Blondes at Work’ (WB) 


and vaude, slow at $3 100. 

Paramount'§ ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.049; 39-37-42 )\—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) 
(solo), Paced at great $12.000. Last 
week ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) and 
‘Moto’s Gamble’ (20th) (dual) (2d 
week), bie $6,000 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)-—~ 


‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ (WB) 

nd ‘Hitting New High’ (RKO) 

(dual) Expect nice $2.500. ‘Bucca- 
(Par) and ‘Paid to Dance’ 
fual), fair $2,100. 








wow fll 
tat . 


Fk Saleh RB Dy aR AR 





























— ent ~ 
PRODI Ee 


~ one tN en 
a DE tn se age a 


sd 


ee 


pipes ase nT Bf oar 








: 


heen m 
COR TT OTR 


ee 
> ama RS 


* 


ts VARIETY 








Minneapolis, April 26. 
‘Old Chicago’ is easily the towns 
Otherwise the box- 
sad. 


standout grosser. 
office story continues 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25 )— 
‘Love Is a Headache’ (M-G) and 
‘Swine Your Lady’ (WB) (dual first 


runs). Satisfactory $1,100 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Partners of Plain’ (Par) 
and ‘Jury's Secret’ (U), split with 
‘Marriage Business’ (RKO) and ‘For- 
bidden Valley’ (U) and with ‘Dare- 
devil Driver’ (WB) and ‘Night Spot 


(RKO). all duals (1st runs), fair $900 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35.40)—Dangerous to Know’ (Pat ). 
Looks like terrible $1.400 on hve 
day Last week, ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary’ (20th), bad $2,700. ‘Hardy’s 
Childrei (MG) opens tomorrow 
(Wednesday ) 


Minnessta (Par-Singer) (4,200 25- 
35-5 ‘Old Chicago’ (20th). Headed 
for tremendous $15,000 and holdover; 
second picture to co so at this house: 
other w s ‘San Francisco. Last w eek, 


‘Brineing Up Baby’ ‘RKO), poor 
$0, «00 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.890; 25- 
95-40 )—‘Her Jungle Love’ (Par). For 
first time house playing serial, “Lone 
Ranger’ (Rep), but only Friday to 
Sunday matinees, inclusive Pool 
$4,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Wo- 


men Are Like That’ (WB) plus Eddy 
Duchin orch and stageshow, only 
$14,500, disappoiniing. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-55- 
55}—‘Golden West’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Will be lucky to exceed light $4,000. 
First week pretty good $7.200 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep). 
Yanked aiter pulling only $400 for 
five days: ‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep) opens 
today (Tuesday). Last week, ‘Boy of 
Streets’ (Mono) (2d run), good $1,500 
for eleven days. 

Uptown (Par) (1.200; 25-35 )—‘Yank 


at Oxford’ (M-G). Mild $2.200 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Hurricane’ (UA), 
fair $2,500. 

World ‘Steffes) (350; 35-40-55-75) 
—‘Mayerling’ (French). Heading to- 
ward fine $1.800. Last week, ‘Mad | 
About Music’ (U) (4th week), nice 
$1.800. Fine $2.000 at this house first 


week, or third downtown; previously 
had grabbed $12,000 in fortnight at 
Century. 


‘OLD CHP WOW $17,500; 
SPRING HITS DENVER 


Denver, April 26. 

Dat ol debbil, the weather man, is 
the enemy-in-chief of local exhibs 
currently. Mild spring spell is send- 
ing people outdoors and many are 
making trips to the mountains and | 
parks. However, ‘Old Chicago’ is of- 
fering real competition, packing ‘em | 
in nearly all shows. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 25-40)— 
‘Divorce of Madame X’ (UA). Not 
e0 good, $2.500. Last week, ‘Slight 


— + 


ase of Murder’ (WB) (2d run), fair | 


$3.000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— | 
‘Non-Stop New York’ (GB). Very 


poor $1,000. Last week, ‘Yank At 
Oxford’ (M-G) and ‘Love Is a Head- 


ache’ (M-G) (dual) (both 2d run), 
xcellent $3,000. 
Denham (‘Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 


40)—Tipoff Girls’ (Par) and ‘Back 
Stage’ (GB) (dual). So-so $4,100 for 
six days. Last week, ‘Jungle Lover’ 
(Par) and ‘Portia on Trial’ (Rep) 
(dual) (2d week), good $5.500. 
Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-50)— 
“Old Chicago’ (20th). Repeated 
standouts and growing bigger all the 
time: $17.500 seems likely. Last 
week, ‘International Settlement’ 
(20th) and Bowes unit. nice $11,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
—Golden West’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Good $7,500. Last weck, terrific 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— 
‘Goodby Broadway’ (U) and ‘Mid- 
night Intruder’ (U) (dual). Healthy 


$4,000. Last week. ‘Penrod and Twin 
Brother’ (WB) and ‘Love, Honor and 


Behave’ (WB) (dual), good $4,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Mad 
About Music’ (U) (2d week) (3d 
run) and ‘Happened Out West’ 
(20th) ‘tdual). Nice $2.300. Las} 
week, ‘Mad About Music’ (U) and 
*Rose of the Rio Grande’ (Mono) 

(dual), plenty good, $3,800, 

‘Und ld’ on Rebound 

nderwor:d on Kedoun 

Hollywood, April 26 
Par will remake Ben Hecht’s ‘Un- 


Gerworld,” originally filmed 
lent in 1227. Robert Florey will di- 
rect with Akim Tamiroff, Gail Pat- 
rick and Lloyd Nolan as cast toppers 
George Bancroft, Evelyn Brent and 
Clive Brook were in the early film. 


as a Si- 


‘Old Chi’ Afre $15,000, Tops Mpls. 
‘Jungle Love,’ ‘Golden West’ $4,000: 





Europe Unrest Prompts 


Par’s ‘Fareweil Reissue 


advantage 


Taking 


political 


of Europe's 
tensity since the Vienna 
coup, Paramount will reissue ‘Fare- 
well to Arms, picture based on 
Ernest Hemingway's war story deal- 
ng with the Italo-Austrian front. 

Starring Gary Cooper and Helen 
Haves, the film was Paran ount’s big 
n.oney maker 1932. It will be re- 
played in about 200 key spots in this 
June 3, and for 


vals abroad « 


in 


country is being set 


rev 1 the same date 


PILOT’ SOARS, $18,590; 
‘OLD CHI’ $12,000, PROV. 


Providence, April 26. 
at Maiestic and 
Loew’s, sellouts since 
look like big coin. Albee is 
over ‘Hawaii Calls’ and ‘Joy 
Living’ bill for okeh week 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (7.200; 25-35-50) - 
‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Joy o 
Living’ (RKO) (2d week). Expect 
drop, but still good at $7,000. Hit 
neat $8,500 last week. 


Old Chicago’ 
Pilot’ at 


‘In 
‘Test 
opening, 
holding 


Ol 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—’Marco Polo’ (UA) (2d run) 
Neat $3.400 in view Last week, 


‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf in Paris’ (Coli) (2d run), fine 
$3,200. 

Fay’s (2.000; 25-35-50) — ‘Reckless 
Living’ (U) and Uncle Ezra Stebbins 
on stage. Looks fairly good, $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Over the Wail’ (WB) and 
vaude, big $8,000. 


Loew's State (3,200: 25-35-50) — 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). Terrific $18.500 
spotted. Last week. ‘Marco Polo’ 


(UA) and ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA) cheer- 
ful $12.000 

Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50) 
‘Old Chicago’ 20th). Pulling them in 
for record $12,000. Last week, ‘Bat- 
tle of Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Acci- 
dents Will Happen’ (WB), nice $7,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2.200; 25-35-50) — 
‘King of Newsboys’ (Rep) and ‘Hol- 
lywood Stadium Mystery’ (Rep). 
Heading for very good $8.000. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Love’ Par) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond's Revenge’ (Par), 
only so-so $5,000. 


Col. Wins $100,000 
Libel Suit in Philly 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
Six hours of deliberation by a Fed- 
|eral Court jury here last week re- 
sulted in a victory for Columbia Pic- 
tures in a $100,000 damage suit filed 


PICTURE GROSSES 


| 


| Roses Queen. 


against it by the Sun Ray Drug Co. | 


Drug firm charged that its reputa- 
tion was damaged in the Columbia 
film, ‘Girls at Play.’ 

In the pic, an illegal likker syndi- 
cate, posing as the New Deal Drug 
Co., sells out to a firm named the 
Sun Ray Drug Co. for $90,000, with- 
out the latter taking proper precau- 
tions to see that the sale is legal 

Local Sun Ray outfit claimed that 
of its name to portray a 
firm in the film damaged its reputa- 
tion to the extent of $100,000. Pic 
was viewed by judge and jury in Co- 
lumbia’s projection room here before 
the case was argued. Morris Wexler, 
Columbia attorney, maintained that 
use of the tag ‘Sun Ray’ was merely 


use 


a coincidence. William A. Gray, 
counsel for the drug outfit, which 
operates 37 stores, immediately filed 


a petition for a new trial. 


PILOT A SOCK 
322,00), FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 26. 

Only new feature to overcome 
conditions is “Test Pilot’ at the War- 
field. Doors are being cleaved at 
9:30 a. m. in order to take care of 
the ticket buyers. Things are a bit 
brighter also at the Par this week, 
with ‘Her Jungie Love. 

Estimates fer This Week 


] 


Embassy (Caqhen) (1,512; 35-55)— 
‘Met Love Again’ (UA) and ‘Gaiety 
Girls’ (UA). Embassy seems to be 


taking advantage of the bad biz by 
doing the worst of the lot. Although 
house took it on the chin during 
seven days with this pair, it had to 
hold the bill three additional days in 
order to get back to its regular 
Wednesday opening, starting tomor- 
row. Very punko $3.500 on the run. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 5 
‘Golden West’ (MG) and ‘Moto Gam- 
bles’ (20th) (2d wk). MacDonald- 
Eddy operetta at $12.000 plenty good 
considering. Last week hit cheerful 
note at $19,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55) 
—Joy of Living’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville (2d wk). Irene Dunne getting 


|}a pretty good play in its second week 


GUILD MAG SUED 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Seymour L. Simmons filed suit for 


| : : — 
| $25,400 against Screen Actors Guild 
magazine, claiming he was dismissed 


as advertising manager before the 
expiration of his contract. 
Discharged March 8, Simmons fig- 
ures his salary and commissions 
would have reached that amount by 


| Aug. 18, 1938, termination date of 


his contract. 





READYING CO-ED GRIDDER 
Hollywood, April 26. 
‘Hold That Co-Ed’ is the title for 
the next football musical to be 
filmed by 20th-Fox, with production 
to start early in the summer. George 
|Marshall will direct, David Hemp- 
stead as associate producer. 
Karl Tunberg and Donald Ettlinger 
are writing the screen play. 


NBC’s Postoffice 


(Continued from page 1) 











matter that would clear for the two 
chains. When it dawned on some- 
one that. if carried cut. would mean 
that CBS would have to 
to NBC for their mail, 
purpled. ‘Never,’ they 
man nevertheless is 
plan to Postmaster 

Both nets announced they 
hold to their remote spots 
the new plants are functioning 
(Music Box) 
the other (Vine 
outright 
lease 


send over 
CBS faces 
but Gil- 
broaching the 
General Farlev 


say, 


would 
after 
» CBS 


lease 


on 


has one unde 
Sirect) 
Senior 


Fl 


and 
on an buy 
the 
Hollywood boulevard. 
NBC has one 
its adversary on the moveover, 
man has that the 
plant will be retained until the 
runs out 
Donald 


to Ving a 


chain 
holds a on Capitan on 
than 
Gil- 


old 


less headache 
announced 
lease 
hence, whil 
CBS, is 
old 


has 


two 
Thornburgh, 
for the 
feinhardt 


years 
trvine 
KNX 


aes) 


deal 
Max 
Iding as headauarters for 
proposed Festival 


with 


plant 
on the bui 
his 
a school fe 
urges but 
‘ the line. 


ins 
Summer and 
those 
there's 


thespie 


been no coin on 


its own] 


with $12.000 in sight. Last week 
good $17,500 
Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55)— 


‘Always a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Reck- 
less Living’ (U). After going 
throvgh one of the worst weeks in a 
long time the Orpheum is staging 
somewhat of a comeback with Blon- 
dell-Douglas comedy. which should 
knock off about $8.000. 


racket " . » 
| with Henry Fonda and George Raft. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





en a ramen am 
eh a ———— 


Wednesday, April 27, 1938 





/ 





——— 





| New Faces 


Trim Budgets. 
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She has never before 
appeared in a picture. 
Par Couples "Em 


Harold Lloyd borrowed Phylis 
Welch from Metro stock school to 


| play opposite him in ‘Professor Be- 


ware,’ made for Par. After two sup- 


| porting roles, Bob Hope, known on 


the stage and radio but not to the 
picture fans, was given the lead in 


‘Give Me a Sailor’ with Martha 
Raye. Louise Platt was borrowed 
from Walter Wanger by Par for 


‘Spawn of the North,’ and bracketed 


Dorothy Howe, six months ago plav- 
ing extra parts while attending the 
Par stock had two sec- 
ond leads since first of the year a 
is being for 
Franciska Gaal, though known in 
Europe, was a gamble when Cecil 
B. De Mille gave her the top role 
in ‘The Buccaneer.’ Par’s list of 


school, has 


nd 
groomed 


top roles. 


|newcomers takes in Florence George, 
| a he 
| Olympe Bradna, John Howard, Tito 


| Guizar, 


Donald O'Connor, latter 


|} from the O'Connor family of stage 


|}and vaude. Meanwhile, Marlene 
Dietrich came to the end of her 
career with the studio, with a sav- 
ing of $250,000 a year—almost 


35-55-75 )— ! 


| studio 


Last week | 


‘Goodbve Broadway’ (U) and ‘Lone | 


Wolf’ (Coy) below $5,000. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 35-55- 
|75)—Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Penrod 
| Twin Brother’ (WB). The WB pic- 
| ture marks the first time one of ‘Pen- 
|rod’ pictures with Mauch Twins has 
|nlayed a first run on Market street. 
It mav hurt ‘Tom Sawyer’ at the 
rival United Artists across the street. 
A lucky $15.000 in sieht. 
‘Fools for Scandal’ (Par) 
serous to Know’:(Par) terrible $9.000. 





St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—Fools for Scandal’ (WRB) and 


‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par) (2d wk). 
After a blah first week at the 
this combo had to move down to the 
St. Francis. which hed nothing 
to plav: takine it on the chin at $3.- 
000. Last week ‘Reberea’ (20th) and 
‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) (2d 
tenid SA 000. 


United Artists (Cohen) (1 900: 35- 


A5)—"Tom Sawver’ (WA) (9d wk). 
Looks like snod enouseh $7500, Turst 
week finished un with $11.009 which 


wee pa hit better than evnectod, 


Weefela (F.WCY (2.899% 35-55-75) 
—Trct Pilot’ (ME) This wnicture 
seems to hove what it talres to over- 
come bed hiz. Due to the runnine 
time of ‘Pilot’ the Werfield ics not 
doavble-hilline A erect $29 AN an- 
ticinated. Pluss on the red‘o and 
eritier] roves eve the nieture a 
recdy-empde Didinnre Lect week 

,(%qdV STeeehel (VIR) pnd ‘Tlagnd ijn 
| S} vv’ Oth) Av Mn £6,509. 


Hilton Back Home 


Hollywood, Anvil 26. 

James Hilton leaves over 

for Eneland after completing 

script of Metro’s ‘Forsvthe’ saga. 
Will 


novel abroad. 


weekend 
the 


work on a 


Lusty’s Whodunit 


Ho!) April 26. 


Ivwood 


RKO has named Lou Lusty as pro- 
ducer f ‘Inside Room.” a mystery 
comedy by Ed Olmstead 

Studio is secking ZaSu Pitts fo 
femme lead. 


Last week | 
and ‘Dan- | 


Par | 


else | 


wk) | 


enough to pay the salaries of all the 
new players mentioned. 


Par execs still shudder at the cost 


sheet on ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife.’ 
Totals reached near $600,000 before 
a camera turned, what with Clau- 


dette Colbert and Gary Cooper each 
netting $150,000 in salary, to say 
nothing of Ernst Lubitsch, since de- 
parted. 

Outstanding example of an un- 
known and the buildup given her is 
Sigrid Gurie, Flatbush housewife, 


who faced her first camera for Sam 
Goldwyn in ‘Marco Polo” 
Previously a pace-setter under 
Darryl Zanuck, 20th-Fox has fallen 
slightly behind Par in the race for 
new names to the exclusion of old 
stars. All are being ‘carried’ by 


known players and seemingly click- 
ing. Warner Baxter launched Ar- 
leen Whelan as his leading lady in 
‘Kidnapped,’ Robert Louis Steven- 
son’s book. She improved fast 
in the latter part of the picture. 
reshot the first scenes. It is 
her first and only picture, being a 
manicurist a few months ago. Mar- 
jorie Weaver's first show was ‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon, with Tyrone 
Power and Loretta Young. Now she 
is cast opposite Baxter in ‘I'll Give 
a Million.” She won a beauty con- 
test while at Indiana university and 
has been in the stock school two 
years. 


SO 


Zanuck Buildup Scheme 


Miss Weaver is a good example 
of the usual Zanuck policy with new 
players. He wants them adequately 
prepared and does not believe in 
pushing them too fast unless thev | 
show marked ability. Lynn Bari is | 
now playing her first lead in ‘Sport- 
ing Champs’ after two supporting 
roles. Dick Greene was rushed to 
Holiywood from London to take a 
lead in ‘Four Men and a Prayer.’ 
He had stage experience but is new 
to pictures and is now playing male 
lead to Sonja Henie in ‘My Lucky 
Star.’ 

Another being boosted to top 
ranking is  Lurline’ Uller, five 
years an extra. Zanuck spotted her 
in a dancing sequence in ‘Sally, 
Irene and Mary.’ She had used the | 


money earned as an extra to take 
dancing lessons. She had no inten- 
. ie ! 
tion of being an actress. Phyllis 


Brooks is also being groomed, as is 
Robert Kellard. 

It was 20th-Fox that barred My- 
ron Selznick, topflight agent, froin 
the lot not long ago. Main conten- 
tion of all lots is that agents in gen- 
eral have pyramided salaries to a 
point where studios can't stand the 
gaff. 

Warners 


is definitely 


in the race 
for new faces and lower casting 
costs. When Dick Powell refused a 
role in ‘Garden of the Moon’ he was 


suspended and John Payne placed in 
the lead. It marks Payne's first 
major role. Margaret Lindsav is 2n- 
other being boosted to leading roles 
Marie Wilson, extra 
months ago, today is cast as ferme 
lead in ‘Boy Meets Girl’ with Pat | 
O’Brien and James Cagnev Rose- 
mary Lane had her first film role in 


Lirl a few 


“Holly wood Hotel’: Priscilla. her 
sister, made her debut in ‘Men Are 
Such Fools,’ and is now in top spot 
n latest Dick Powell musical. Cow- 
boy From Brooklyn.’ Bonita Gran- 
ville, talented moppet, is set for lead 


in a series to be preduced by Bryan 


| Foy. 


Meanwhile options of severa] 
well-knowns are coming up with no 
possibility the studio will renew at 
the present coin, 

As one studio exec said recently, 
‘Talk to a bunch of college or high 
school kids about stars and see what 
they say of some of the big names 
that have been before cameras for 
10 years or more. Half a dozen 
famous stars I know would be sur- 
prised to hear the students say. ‘that 
old lady, why, she is as old as Noah!’ 

Comrades—But Costly 

Warners, like Par with ‘Bluebeard’ 
still remembers with a bad taste in 
the mouth the filming of ‘Tovarich.”’ 
Picture stood them $300,000 for two 
stars’ salaries before a wheel moved. 


Femme star not only was costly in 
salary but in temperament as well. 
causing sets to be redesigned and 
many hours lost because of her in- 


difference in reporting to sets. 

Even Republic, with a few plavers 
on the contract list, lost no time in 
letting its only outstanding star, 
Gene Autry, know a new face would 
replace his if he walked off the lot 
in a salary dispute. Autry held out 
and today Roy Rogers, who had had 
bits in two. pictures, has been 
boosted to stardom and is filling the 
bill. 


Metro has Dennis O'Keefe. an ex- 
tra until he scored in ‘Bad Man of 
Brimstone.’ Virginia Bruce was an 
extra who zoomed high. O'Keefe 


and Miss Bruce are playing the ro- 
mantic leads in ‘Hold That Kiss,’ now 
before the camera. 
another girl 
in months. 


Lana Turner is 


stock getting 


recent 


top roles 


Selznick-International has 
building rapidly. Ann Gillis. Tommy 
Kelly, moppets, Margaret Tallichet, 
Paulette Goddard, Toni Noviska and 
Alan Marshall have all been groomed 
for marquee billing. Miss Goddard 
has been one of the forgotten women 
of Hollywood since she played with 


been 


Charles Chaplin in ‘City Lights.’ 
Selznick has set her for a role in 
‘Heartbreak Town.’ Marshall has 
been mostly on loan-out Toni 
Noviska is Polish and has been tak- 
ing English lessons five months. She 


for 
Moving Back Decimal Point 


is ready tests. 


Pay off as far as the studios are 
concerned is that not only are they 
effecting big savings by casting these 
new ones in top spots, but their con- 
tracts as written call for far less 
coin on option pickups than in the 
past. Most of the older plavers have 


contracts that put them in the big 
figures long before their contracts 


expire, whereas those being written 
today will never reach the $100,000 
a picture class, In fact most of them 
won't exceed $25,000 a picture. 
Meanwhile assignments are getting 
fewer for many of the high-priced 
freelancers. A few are definitely on 
the upbeat and will prosper as long 
as certain type pictures are made. 
Another answer of the studios to ris- 
ing talent costs has been the series 
pictures. The b.o. dictates to a 
major extent, but producers declare 
the series like the Chans, Jones 
Family, Judge Hardys and others 
are marvelous tonic for inflated egos 
as well as for preventing inflation at 
the start. The pictures are known 
by the series name and not primarily 
by that of any one plaver. As it 
was pointed out at 20th-Fox, Warner 
Oland as Charlie Chan is a terrific 
draw, but Oland elsewhere is just 
another player. Same applies to the 
Jones family, the Hardys and others. 


° #4 . ’ 
Seiter’s ‘Service 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Pandro Berman has set William 
Seiter to direct the Marx Bros. 
‘Room Service’ at Radio. 
Picture rolls in May. 


in 


BRADNA-ON VIEW 
Hollywood, April 26, 

Olympe Bradna is doing a coast- 
to-coast persona! appearance tour 
connection with Paramount's 
Heaven,’ her first starrer. 

Stopovers are scheduled at Denver, 
Kansas City, Dallas, Houston. St. 
Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, Indian- 
apolis. Washington, Philadelphia and 
New York. 


in 
‘Stolen 


WILBUR AS NAP 
Hollywood, Apri] 26 
Crane Wilbur will portray Na- 
poleon in Warners histevical picture. 
‘The Hundred Days, dealing w 
Bonaparte’s escape from Elba and 
his subsequent downfai_ :* Waterloo. 


will be made in 


+}, 
ith 


Picture 
color, 


Techni- 
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to Philly; 


Pilot’ Big 23G; ‘Battle Bway’ $22,600 





Philadelphia, April 26. 
Another sked of heavyweight prod- 
uct in practically all midtown de- 
Juxers is giving Philly b. o.’s a pleas- 
ant tang again this week. Except at 
the Stanley, where ‘Test Pilot’ is 
zooming to a smacko $23,000, the take 
is just about normal. To this town, 
however, which has been sagging 
with under par grosses all winter, 
‘just about normal’ looks swell. To- 
tal b. o. will be considerably under 
last week because of flock of h. o.’s 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-75) 


‘Marco Polo’ (UA) (2d week). Hit- 
ting satisfactory $9,800; on the bor- 
derline of being held ove Last 


week, strong $15,000. 
soyd (WB) (2,350; 42-57-68-75) 
‘Jov of Living’ (RKO). Like much 


of the other line-up in town, giving 
the house just about a par $15,700 
Last week, ‘Mad Adout Music’ (U) 
(2d week), $15,000, not quite up to 


expectations. ‘Four Men and a 


Prayer’ (20th) in Thursday (28) 
Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 


—Battle of Broadway’ (20th), .Cab 
Calloway orch on stage. Vaudfilmer 
taking off again after couple slimmer 
: powerful $22,600. Last week, 
‘Island in the Sky’ (20th) and Glen 
Gray's crew, good $20,100. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 42-57-68-75) 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d week) 
Blazing along after eight successful 
weeks of two-a-daying here; $13,500 
and pencilled for another sesh 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 42-57-68) 
‘Jezebel’ (WB) (2d run) (2d week). 
Another nifty at $5,600 for this pro- 
longed midtown, stay. Last week, 
clipped $7,800 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870: 42-57-68)— 
‘Mad About Music’ (U) (2d run), 
Energy for third week in town, 
$5,900. Last week, ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO) handily managed $7,100 in its 
third gallop at this second-run house, 
after four turns at the Stanley. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 42-57-68-75) 
— Test Pilot’ (M-G). Word-of-mouth, 
praisy newspaper reviews and big 
buildup; lofty $23,000; set for at least 
three laps; next pic ‘Robin Hood’ 
(WB), not skedded in until May 13. 
Last week, ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB), 
just so-so at $15,600. 

Stanton (WB) (1.457; 37-42-57)— 
‘King of the Newsboys’ (Rep). As 
expected, mediocre $5,500. Last week, 
‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep), same category, 
$5,800. ‘Women Are Like That’ (WB) 
due Saturday (30). 


SOLO ‘PILOT’ $14,000, 
‘LIKE THAT’ 86, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 26. 


‘Test Pilot’ unhampered by a sec- | 
ond feature, is getting a good turn- 


over with a two-hour program in 
contrast to the theatre’s usual three- 
hour dual bills. Nothing else among 
the first runs is making much of a 
showing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 


40)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (4th week). | 


All right at $2,500, considering hold- 
over. 
at $3,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 
40)—‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) 
‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th). 
good at $5,600. 
Love’ (Par) 
(20th), $5,400. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) 
‘Crime of Hallett’? (U). Not extra at 
$5,300. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (20th) 
and ‘This Marriage Business’ (RKO) 
disappointment for a Shirley Temple, 
lightweight $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). Single feature is 
Wise for this pic; take is zooming to 
$14.000. Last week, ‘Marco Polo’ 
(UA) and ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA) $6,700, 
moderate. 

Lyrie (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) — 
*‘Womer. Are Like That’ (WB) and 
Major Bowes unit. Only fair $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Accidents Will Happen’ 
(WB) and Wayne King orch on 
Stage, season's record, $13,600. 


and 


Last week, ‘Jungle 
and ‘Moto’s Gamble’ 





‘Pilot’ Solos $10,000 
As Omaha Experiment 


Omaha, April 26. 
Omaha is running ‘Test Pilot’ 
Single feature, first time this house 
has soloed in couple of seasons. 
cently biz on ‘Old Chicago’ and ‘Snow 
White’ indicated some possibility for 

the solo film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) 
10-25-35-40 )—'There’s 


te- 


(1,250: 


Woman’ (Col) and ‘Start Cheering’ 
{Col) dualed. Mediocre $4,300. Last 
week, ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and 


‘Lone Wolf in Paris’ (Col) (doubled), 
33 s00, s] Ww. 

Avenue - Dundee - Military 
berg) (310, 650. 950; 10-25)—‘Redio 
City Revels’ (RKO) and ‘High Fly- 
(RKO), first half-week, ‘Hur: 

(UA) and ‘Baroness and But- 


cane’ 


+ 


Last week, same pic did nicely | 
25-30- 


Fairly | 


and | 


Always a | 


(Gold- | 





ler’ (26th) Sunday through Wednes- 
day. Total near $2,500, good. Last 
week, ‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Stand In’ 
(UA), first half, and ‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th) and ‘Gold Is Where You Find 
It’ (WB), second half 
$2,300, good. 

Omaha (Blank) 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). 
momenteus undertaking for film row; 
looks for excellent $10,000 Last 
week, ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) and ‘Walk- 
ing Down Broadway’ (20th), double 
yilled to good $8,700 





(dual bills), | 


(2,100; 10.88.00)~| 
Single billed in| 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976: 10-25-40) 


‘Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Checkers’ 


(20th) (dual bill). Average $7,800. 
Last week, ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ (20th) 
and ‘She Couldn’t Say No’ (WB) 
(double), $9,000, low. 


WOMAN’-VAUDE 


Washington, April 26, 
Product 
below pal 


below par right along with it. Nice 


| 


in downtown first-runsg is | 
this week, with the grosses | 


Pp 


| 
| 


OK $19,500, D.C. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


weather keeping localites and tour- | 
ists alike out in the opening and | 
| 


week-end was off. 


Healthiest business being done ap- | 


parently by holdovers, ‘Chicago’ at | 


Palace and ‘Joy of Living’ at Keith’s | 


looking toward 
second terms. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40-66) 

—Battle of Broadway’ (20th) and 
vaude. Allan Jones on stage the only 
draw, but even he can’t pull that pic 
to better than mild $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA), healthy 
$21,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Golden West’ (M-G) (2d run). Hold- 
ing up well for third week on main 
stem, probably to $5,000. Last week, 


better-than-average 


‘Always a Woman’ (C51) and vaude. | Briggs Stadium for 
Last week, | baseball 
WB) not so hot | 


Heading for nice $19,500. 
‘Fools for Scandal’ 
at $15,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘Joy 
of Living’ (RKO) (2d week). Still 


lively and looking 


| 
Last week, same pic smashed through | 


to $12,500. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,853; 25-40) | 
Jezebel’ (WB) (2d run). In third 
week downtown and still looking 
rosy, headed toward $5,000. Last 


week, same pic good at $7,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)—‘Old 
Chicago’ (20th) (2d week). 
toward sugary $12,000. Last week, 
same pic blazed to $19,000. 


‘OLD CHI HOT $10,000, 


Montreal, April 26. 


reissue cut down films on the Main 
stems to one big grosser. 
this one there will be nothing stand- 
out anywhere currently. 
Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-$2.50) 
‘Brother Rat’ (legit). 
terday (Monday ). 
erling’ (French), 
$3,500. 

Palace 
About 


disappointing at 


(ED 
Music’ «(U) 


(2.700; 50)—‘Mad 
(2d week). May 


DURBIN $7,000, MONT’L 


Outside 


Opened yes- 
Last week, ‘May- 


gross $7.000 after excellent $11,000 


last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Old Chi- 
cago’ (20th). Should not be under 
$10,000, very good. Last week, ‘Mer- 
rily We Live’ (M-G) and ‘Arsene 
Lupin Returns’ (M-G), fair $8,000, 

Loew's (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)—‘All 
Quiet’ (U) (reissue), and ‘She’s Got 
Everything’ (RKO). Will be satis- 
factory around $5,000. Last week, 
!*Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Red’ Skel- 
ton’s stage show, grossed very fine 
$12.000 

Princess 
well A 


(CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Fare- 
(Regal-Brit) and ‘When 


ain 


Headed | $4,500, okay. 


Three repeats, a legit show and a | 





First Runs on Breeder | 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of April 28 


Capitol — ‘Test Pilot’ (MG) 
(3d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Invisible Enemy’ 
(Rep) (29). 

(Reviewed in Variety, April 13) 


Globe—'Flight Into Nowhere’ 
(Col) (30). 
Music Hall—‘There’s 
a Woman’ (Col). 
Paramount — ‘College 


Always 


~ ot ’ 
Swing 


(Par) (27). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Rialto — ‘Law of the Under- 
world’ (RKO) 

Rivoli—‘Battle of Broadway 
(20th ) 

(Reviewed in curren is 

Roxy In Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(4th wk). 

Strand Beloved Brat’ (WB) 
(30) 

Week of May 5 
(Subject to Change) 

Capitol ‘First 100 Years’ 
(MG) 
( Reviewed in Var!ety, March 16) 

Criterion— Arson Gang Bust- 
ers’ (Rep) 

Music Hall — ‘Joy of Living 
(RKO) 

(Reviewed in Variery. March 23 ) 

Paramount — ‘Colleve Swing’ 
(Par) (2d wk) 

Rivoli—‘Battle of Broadway’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Roxy ‘Four Men ind a 


Prayer’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in current iss 
Strand—Crime School’ 
ber 


"WOMAN -WAYNE 
KING BEST IN 
DET,, 206 


(WB) 











Detroit, April 


26. 











| Rebecca’ (20th) (2d run) off to Boys can’t find the bottom, which 
sleazy $4,000. | dropped out again last Friday (21), 
Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-66)— | when a record 55,000 persons jammed 


opening Tiger 
game. If biz continues in 
current valley, several spots’ll find it 
| plenty tough struggling through the 
summer months, especially in view 
|of usual slump in auto plants during 


toward $8.500. | hot months. 


No winners this week, but Fox, 
with *‘There’s Always a Woman’ and 
Wayne King band on stage, looks to 
come home first. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Boys of Streets’ (Mono) plus ‘Old 
Kentucky Home’ (Mono) dual. About 
Last week nice $6,500 
| for ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d week of 
re-run) and ‘When G-Men Step In’ 
(Col). 





Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘There’s Always Woman’ (Col) and 
Wayne King band on stage. Around 
$20,000 due. satisfactory in view of 
situash, Over $28,000, neat, last 
| stanza for ‘Rebecca’ (20th), with 


Jessel-Norma Talmadge on stage. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000: 
| 30-40-65)—‘Marco Polo’ (UA). 
like the rest, and will get about $6,- 
500, tepid. Eighth session of ‘Suow 
White’ (RKO) pulled in okay $6,000 
last stanza for profitable two months. 
Michigan (UD) (4.000; 30-40-65 )— 
‘Women Like That’ (WB), with Gene 


Dennis and Boris Karloff heading 
vaude. Pic and stage getting very 
cold reception at miserable $8.000 


Good $23.000 last 
Swing’ (Par), 
land, Tommy 
on stage. 

Palms-State (UD) (3.000; 30-40-50) 
| ‘Lupin teturns’ (MG) plus ‘Danser- 
1}ous to Know’ (Par) dual. Fair $6500 
coming up. Good $8.000 lost stanza 
on ‘Romance in Dark’ (Par) plu 
‘Over Wall’ (WB) 


week for ‘College 
with Spanky McFar- 
Riggs and Mary Lou 





United Artists (UD) (2.000: 30-40- 
65)—‘Test Pilot’ (MG) At $8900 
nothing what it should b> ‘irst 
100 Years’ (MG) very mild $5,000 


last week 


‘Merrily’ Duo Merry $3,500 
‘In Lincoln; ‘Sawyer’ $4 000 


Lincoln, April 26 





Knight Were Bold’ (Regal-Brit). Run for biz is a tossup between 
Will gro $7,000, excellent. Last | “Tom Sawyer’ at the Stuart and ‘Mer- 
week, ‘Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Tip-| rily We Live’ on top of a dual at 
Off Girls’ (Par) good at $6,000. i the Lincoln 3iz still rests with tI 
| Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘Gold- | first runners, the subsequents larg 
!wyn Follies’ (UA) (2d week). Should | getting the go-by. 
do nice $4,000 after very good $6,000 4 Estimates for This Week 
ee | Kiva (Noble) (440: 10-15) — “Wid 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | Open Faces’ (Col). Brown is no fas 
(600; 50)—‘Les Mensonges de Nina] here. and take average, $900. Last 
Petrovna’ (2d week) Will gross | week, ‘Sailing Along’ (GB) i 
$1,600, good after okay $1,800 last | Jessie Matthews up fat and the b.o 
, week l lean, $800 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34)| Liberty (Cooper) (1.200; 10-15) 
Abus de Confiance’ and ‘La Griffe | ‘Blondes at Work’ (WB) | “F 
du Hazard. Expect good $6,000. Last! Kid’ (WB) plit with ‘“Re'>cllior 


Vie’ and ‘Lés 
fine at $7,000. 


week, “L’Appel de la 


| Degourdis de la [Mme 


(Rel) and ‘Sta‘e 


$900. Last week, ‘Border Wolves’ (U) 


ICTURE GROSSES 


| We Live’ (M-G) (2d run) 


Hit | 


VARIETY 9 


Pilot’ Rides High in L. A. for Sock 
$37,500, 2 Spots; Par, 116 on ‘College 
Swing Dual Policy, Sans Vaude 





and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th) split with 
‘Scarface’ (UA) and ‘Sergeant Mur- 
phy’ (WB), good, $1,100. 

Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25) 

‘Merrily We Live’ (MG) and 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG), Go- 
ing swell with $3.500 possible. Last 
week Rebe 1 (20th) and “Love on 
Budget 20th), good, $3.100 

Orpheum (Cooper) (1,350; 10-15 
20-25) ‘Lov I Headache’ (MG) 
ind Wise Girl (RKO) Okay 
$1,600 La t week Every odv S 
(MC) and ; Got Ev t 
(RKO), nice, $1,700 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40) 
Ton wav e UA) Sp I 
$4,000 od | t week Blu ean 


| Or: 
(Par) rot $3.900 pretty lal 


PILOT $19,09, 
CINCY SPOTTY 


April 26 
to the burg’ 


veral week 


Cineinnati 
‘Test Pilot’ is sozring 
highest b.o. m {or 


l- 
IK 


with a $19,000 pull at the Albee 
Trade is 1 ‘ at the other cinemas 
Combo Shubert has Fred Waring 


band as the magnet 
best figure for past 
$13,500 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42 ‘Test 
Pilot’ (M-G). Great $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO), $11,000, 
fair 

Capitol (RKO) 
of Living’ 
$4,000 


ind is hitting its 
month or so at 


(2.000: 
(RKO) 
Same last 


35-42 ) 
(2d run) 
week on 


‘Joy 
Fair 
‘Merrily 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Rawhide’ (20th), ‘Making the Head- 
lines’ (Col), ‘He Couldn't Say No’ 
(WB), singly Good $2,400 Last 
week, ‘Bulldog Drummend’s Peril’ 
(Par), “Tarzan’s ftevenge’ (20th), 
‘Boggs Steps Out’ (GN), separate, 
ditto 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40) - 
‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) (2d run). 


Fairly good $2,800 
en West’ 


Last week, ‘Gold- 
(M-G) (3d week), same. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) 
“Romance in Dark’ (Par). Very poor 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Children’ 
(M-G), $5,500, good. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42 )—‘Marco 
Polo’ (UA) (2d run). Fair $4,500. | 
Last week, ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO), 


| $3,700, slow 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42) — 
‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) six days. 
Pitiful $7,000. Last week, ‘Marco 
Polo’ (UA), $12,000, okay. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 42-60) — 


‘Divorce of Lady X’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring’s orch. Satisfactcry $13,500 
Last week, ‘Midnight Intruder’ (U) 
and Al Pearce gang, $12,500, good. 


PORTLAND CHEERFUL: 
TEST PILOT’ 8¢, TOP 


Portiand, Ore., Aprii 26. 
Three smash b. 0. winners vie for 
the burg’s top gross this week. ‘Test 
Pilot’ at Parker’s UA is a natural 
bonanza and will run at least four 
weeks. Parker's Broadway had 
‘Marco Polo’ still running a hot score 
in its second stanza. sig Hamrick 
Evergreen Paramount tossed over 
board its usual double-feature pol 
icy to single shoot ‘In Old Chicago 
Pic is also doing a fine biz 
Estimates for This Week 
Breadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55 


‘Marco Polo (UA) (2d weck ). 
Great $6,000 First week, terrific 
9,200 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-55) ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(20th) (2d rund and ‘The River’ 
(Par). Average $2,000. Last week, 


Merrily We Live’ (MG) 
fair $1,800 
Orpheum 


(2d week), 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(2.000; 30-55)—Jungle Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Walking Down Broadway’ 
‘20ih) (dual). Good enough $5,000. 
Last week ‘Jezebel’ (WB) = and 
‘Romance in the Dark’ (Par) (dual) 
(2d week), okay $4,000 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3.000; 30-55)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) 
{ nvle) (;00d $7,000 Last week 
Sunnybrook Farm’ (20th) and ‘In- 
ternational Settlement’ (20th) (dual) 
not sensational $5,700 
Rivoli (Indie) (1.200; 25-35) 

Sa‘ding Alor (GB) and ‘Dark 
Journey’ (UA) (dual) Nice $2.300 
Last wee ‘Old Kentucky Home’ 
(Mono) and ‘Double Danger’ (RKO) 


(dunl), around pal $1,800 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30 


I) lest Pilot (M-Cr) ' ! ic ) 
B, 099. Last k, ‘Golden W 
<>) \ » okay $3.500 
ee ; pro “4 A tota 
$20,000 


Los Angeles, April 26 
With a pair of holdovers in four of 
the 
ing to a straight sound 


initial runs, and Paramount go- 
jual feature 
policy after years ot stage 
Loew's State and Grauman’s Chi- 
nese have the ftield pretty much to 
t Pilot 
mnbined 


Estimates for 
Circle Fox) 
10-$1.65) ‘Snow 
(18th-final week) T )- 


1 
ended (24), with very good $5 3090 on 


- 


‘arthay 


1 


tf 


10-55-75) | t Pilo (,) ma 


disappointing ai 100 
300: 30-40-55- 
G5) Marco P (UA) 

vil Drivers’ (FN) dual week ). 
After smash $14,009 initial week 
Polo’ continues fairls trong and 
will likely turn in another $8,500 on 
econd stanza 

Four Star (Fox) 
‘Lady X’ (UA) (2d 
considerable of a 
good start, so 
$1.500 on five 
failed to come up to e 
finishing at around $2,509 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Marco Polo’ (WA) and ‘Dare- 
devil Drivers’ (FN) dual (2d week). 
Second stanza holding for probable 
$8,700. First week ended with very 
big $15,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2.280: 25-30-35 
40)—‘Old Barn Dan (Rep) a 
‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par) dual a 
vaudeville Blackston manic 
with his own unit on stage, must get 
credit for bulk of draw, although 
Gene Autry’s initial Broadway first 
run believed helping for okay $9.000 
Last week ‘Drummond’s Peril” (Par) 
jand ‘Got Everything’ (RKO) with 
Bowes unit disappointed with $7,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) (2d week) and 

‘Night Spot’ (RKO) dual. Toush op- 
position holding down second weck’s 
take for probable $6,000, compared 
|} with smash $12,000 on opening stan- 
za. Previews helping current week, 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55) 

“College Swing’ (Par) and ‘Maid’s 
Night Out’ (RKO) dual. Straight 
sound, dual feature policy started 

lowly but satisfactorily. First week 
of the policy after many years of 
stage show accompaniment bringing 
good $11,000. Last week ‘Jungle Love’ 
|(Par) nine days, with Jimmie Grier 
band on stage seven days very satis- 
factory $16,600. 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—‘Joy 
ing’ (RKO) (2d week) and 
Snot’ (RKO) dual Word-of 
ave i helping the Ih 

rban! J} comedy 
er another $6,000 on seco 


I 
r 
First week broucht 


*} I 


) 
Downtown (WB) (1 
| ) 
{ 


id 
(2d 


(900 
week) 
nosedive 


410-55) 
Doing 
atter a 
will be lucky to hit 
t it week 
cpectations, 


Fil 


of Liv- 

‘Night 

mouth 
Dunne- 
) vill Pate 
1 stanza 


ene 


-Fox) (2,414: 39-40-55- 
Filot’ (MG) and ‘Trip to 


State (Loc 


75)—'Test 


Paris’ (20th) dual With a sinnsh 
$21,500, it’s biggest take for the house 
outside of holiday in three years. 
Unusually long show probably cost 
a few extra yrand. Last week 


‘Rebecea’ (20th) and ‘Moto’s Gamble’ 


|} (20th) sagged near finish and 
brought $13,000. 
United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 


30-40-55) — ‘Rebecca’ (20th) and 
‘Moto’s Gamble’ (20th) dual. Not so 
forte on move-over, with best in sight 
lim $2,500 on eiaht days. Last week, 
revival of ‘Viva Villa’ (MG) and 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), pretty bru- 


tal under $800 
Wilshire (Fox) (2.996: 30-40-55-955) 
Rehecca’ (20th) and “Moto Gambte’® 
(20th) dual. Will t lik 53.709 
eight davs on move-9 
hot, but still profitable. IJ 
MmOVe-oVve f ‘Battle Penn ’ 
(90th) and , (?{) ) t 
new low at 31.890 
| WB Grooms Payne 
Hol 0d. Anril 26 
A t Cu of J yen 
Pa (| ro von.” Hal 
Ny W yott i him 
() the 
) a buildup 


Dare- 


— 





we eee Sey 
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Nazi Agitation, Anti-Jewish Laws 
Worry Hungarian Show Biz, Press; 


Propose 20%, Racial Ratio in 


By E. P. JACOBI 
Budapest, April 16 


‘Jew laws,’ looming on Hungary's 
horizon since the Nazi annexation of 
Ausiria, were sprung upon the pub- 
lic last week by Prime Munistet 
Darany They concern the percent- 
AS of Jews permitted to Dé € 
ploved in ‘intellectual’ positions, a 
distinguishec I ca ) 
Bill, which is to be votcd 1 by P 
liament within three months, is of- 
ficially "med € ng e ade- 
quate balance of oC } E - 
nomical life.’ 

Second paragraph rules that a 
press chamber and a_e theatrical 
chamber must be established All 


publishers, editors ani collaborators 
of newspapers, magazines and peri- 

must be members of the 
chamber. Only 20% of all 
members may be Jews. Also 
ruled that only 20% of all per- 
sons employed by any press un- 
lertaking may be Jews, and 20% of 
i payment: coming un- 
der any heading whatsoever mzy be 
paid to Jews employed by such un- 
Gertakings. Periodicals devoted spe- 
cially to Jewish religious or com- 
munity interests do not come under 
the heading of the law. 

All directors, stage managers. ex- 
ecutives, performers, extras and as- 
sistant personnel employed by any 
theatrical or motion picture under- 
akin¢ must be members of the The- 
atrical Chamber. New 20% rule is 
to be applied in the same wev as in 
the case of the press. Theatres 
catering exclusively for a Jewish 
public are not touched by the law. 

Converts, War Vets Excepted 

Persons converted to a Christian 
religion before the date of August 1, 
1919, or their offspring are not con- 
sidered Jews and are not counted 
within the 20% auota. World War 
veterans (front fighters or war in- 
valids) and their offspring may also 
be employed regardless of the 20% 
quota. Proportion ruled by the law 
must be reached by Dec. 31, 1939. 
{Since these proposals there have 
been vigorous protestations at this 
limitation of citizenship rights to 
non-Aryans.] 

Bill is less rigorous than could 
have been expected under the pre- 
vailing circumstances. Hardly any 
readjustment will be necessary at 
any of the Budapest theatrical or 
mo.ion picture companies. Business 
end of pictures (distributors, ex- 
hibitors) and a numbe:* of news- 
papers are more gravely concerned. | 
There are no restrictions as to play- 
wrighis, scenarists, authors of books, 
composers, etc. 

Execution of the 20% quota law, 
to be carried through in every other 
profession, is extended over five, if 
nevecsary even over 10 years. Only 
jn the case of the press and the the- 
fg rical chamber has the date of exe- 
cution been fixed for the last day 
of 1039, evidently because no diffi- 
culty is expected . filling jobs va- 
cated by Jews. 

Expected upheaval is caused more 


lsanle 
oaicais 


pre 3s 


c 
é salaries or 


by the moral impression of a Jew | 


Jaw, contrary to Hungary’s tradi- 
tions, and by the economical effect 
t will have on oike: fields, as well 
@s that of the simultaneously an- 
mounced heavy property levy tax, 
than by the actual change brought 
@bout in the press, theatres and pic- 
tures. 


‘Five-Year Plan’ 

Even before Hilterism penetrated 
Austria, Prime Minister Daranyi 
mace a splash by announcing a ‘five- 
yecr plan’ involving the payment cf 
1,000.000,000 pengoes ($199,000,000), 
mainly in property tax, to be used 
for armaments, public works and 


gocial improvements. Details have 
not been made public, but it has 
bez:n made clear that taxation will 


weich less heavily on the agricul- 
fturcl population and more on city 
drac2 and property, where Jewish 
eapital is represented in a far larger 
p-vportion. 

Mazi proximity has encouraged 
Fivngarian national-socialists to in- 
e.carced activity. This for the present 
mzinly consists of copious abuse, not 
orly of the Jews but also of the 
£overnment, in pamphlets, speeche: 
and papers. However, people have 
geon so much of methods of German 
orton'zation that they raturally 
gucnected powerful outside support 
of local Nazi aspiraions. 

Add to th’s that Vienna is closer 


large 


Arts 


‘to Budapest than to Berlin and that 


in conseauence atrocities committed 
during the first days of Anschluss 
ainst Jews, Fatherland front ad- 
herents, monarchists and socialists 
loom larger than did the episodes of 
the German adjustment 
Financial Uncertainty 

This had a disturbing 
chtoa 
Jewish 


state-sub- 


Budapest’s show business, wh 
large extent is financed by 
capital. Except for the 
dized and government-controlled 
Opera House, National Theatre and 
Kamara Theatre, Budapest’s 
important stages are in the 
hands of non-Aryan producers. So 


seven 
other 


are sundry small legits, de luxe 
niteries and cabarets, cafes, etc., 
whereas cheaper suburban shows, 
provincial companies, hotel and 


restaurant trade are almost exclu 
ively in Aryan hands. 

As concerns talent employed, there 
ire hardly any Jewish actors in the 
tate theatres and about 25% in the 
others. There are no Yiddish thea- 
tres. As for playwrights, a large per- 
centage are non-Aryan, particularly 
among those who have made a name 
for themselves on the international 
market. Agencies are in Jewish 
hands. As for the film trade, pro- 
duction is government-aided inas- 
much as studios are directly or in- 
directly under government control. 
But private capital concerned comes 
for the most part from nor.-Aryan 
distributors’ firms. Budapest’s most 
important picture theatres are in the 
same hands. 

Talent employed, except for a few 


popular actors of Jewish extraction, | 


is largely Aryan and the tendency to 
make all-Aryan films has been grow- 
ing during the past year, partly by 
reason of anti-Semitic propaganda 


that chiefly influences the provincial | where it is repeating its private run 


audiences and partly with a view to 
German exports. Among the direc- 
tors, Jews are prominent, both in 
numbers and in importance. This 
also has been a source of objection 
to the anti-Semitic student leagues 
which so far have been the leaders 
of the Aryan film campaign. 
Audiences Mostly Jewish 

More important than this is the 
proportion of non-Aryans 
among audiences. About 20% of 
Budapest's inhabitants are Semitic 


| Jess than 5% of the country’s entire 


population), but they are represented 
among theatregoers in a far greater 
proportion. Loss of Jewish patron- 
age would be catastrophic for the 


|; entire show business. 


Naturally Nazi panic, keenly felt 


|in all business, reacted most strongly | 


upon the entertainment trade. As a 
side issue, it was feared that tourist 


trade, of increasing importance to 
Hungary, will suffer if politics 


swerve dangerously towards Nazism. 
Horthy’s Pep Talk 
To dispel panic rumors, Admiral 


Horthy, regent and head of the state, | 
nation | 


broadcast a message to the 
and it was received with great relief. 
(Continued on page 61) 


STUART DOYLE MAPS 





RETURN TO PIC BIZ 


Sydney, April 9. 
Stuart F. Doyle is planning to 
enter the picture business again here 
On an active Reported that 


scale. 


he has a deal on with Cinesound and | 


National studios to produce ‘Possum 
Paddock,’ from the comedy stage hit 
of several seasons ago. Sending a 
rep to South Africa this week. 


Doyle also is seeking likely sites | 


for theatres in Sydney, 
Adelaide and Brisbane. He is going 
ahead with plans for bringing a 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ unit to Australia. 


New Mex Tax Wrinkle 

Mexico City, April 26. 
Theatres, cinemas and other 
amusement places here are faced 
eird tax being readied by 
inicipal government. Levy is 
a nick on special seats and other 
fort apparatus. How much 
to be is n’. vet decided, 
but it is said that it will be between 
Oo and 5’, of the furniture value 
and applies whether furniture is 
owned outright or rented by the 


amusemen. cenrers 


Melbourne, 


effect on 
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"Lawrence of Arabia Pix? 


Cairo, April 16. 
Dahabi has 





Nour caused quite & 


stir here by announcing that she has 


in her possession 
ine Lawrence of Arabia. She is try- 
ing to interest Hollywood. Gal says 
she made the pic without the knowl- 
edge of Lawrence. 

According to Mlle. Dahabi, the job 
was fraught with danger. She has 
3,500 


gether, 


feet of 


celluloid, 
showing Lawrence ‘in all of 
tudes.’ Arab kings who were 
practically Lawrence 
also were p 


his att 
crowned DY 
otoed, 

Pic purports to how British 
people, Fe 
lah, Allenby and 


notables als 


secret 
service 
other 
play paris, 

A ‘Lawrence of Arabia’ film is 
being mulled by 20th-Fox. 


“MASQUE KINGS? 


“CLOUDS OX. 
LONDON 


London, April 26. 


‘April Clouds, new play about 
adolescent loves by Peggy Barwell 


and Miles Malleson, opened 
Royalty theatre Wednesday (20) to 
a cordial audience. Play is 
modically interesting, but is a doubt- 
ful prospect for success. 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Rachel Crothers’ 
play, at the Garrick, is an amusing 
though unoriginal comedy, and is 
lunworthy of its stars, Jeanne Deca- 
salis and Hugh Wakefield. 

‘Elizabeth la Femme sans Homme,’ 
| Yvette Pienne’s English version of 
the French play, was transferred 
Wednesday (20) from the Gate 
| theatre to the Haymarket theatre, 


at the 


success. Preemed at the Gate thea- 
tre (privaie club) because of censor 
ban. 

| ‘Masque of Kings,’ Maxwell Ander- 
son's drama of royal Austrian ro- 
mance, seen first in the U. S. last 


year, bowed at the Gate theatre 
| Wednesday (20). Introduction was 
splendidly received and the play is 


generally regarded as a masterpiece. 

| ‘Merchant of Venice,’ with John 
| Gielgud in the lead, preemed at the 
| Queens theatre Thursday aide 
| Actor was severely criticized by the 
| press for not interpreting Shylock in 
| the traditional manner. 

‘Dodsworth,’ another Yank impor- 
tation, closed Saturday (23) after 
|seven weeks. Ditto ‘Ghost for Sale’ 
| after a fortnight. 

‘Countess Maritza,’ due at the Pal- 
j}ace April 26, was postponed for a 
|fortnight after the Birmingham 
break-in. Understood cast changes 
are probable. 


‘MAXWELL-OSTRER SUIT 
POSTPONED TO JULY 4 





London, April 26. 
Suit of Associated British, John 
} Maxwell company, against the Os- 
trers, skedded for hearing today 
| (Tuesday), was postponed until 
July 4. 
| Sir Patrick Hastings, counsel for 
| the defendants, said there was a very 
| bitter feeling between the litigants 
and that the action was of the grev- 
| €st nature since it charges the de- 
fendants with a most serious fraud. 


Co!.’s Foreign Shifts 


| Columbiz 


sales 


realigned its foreign 


forces in South America and 


Panama last week with formal an- | 


nouncement of C. C. 
|} nation as 
| Brazil and Chile 

taken by Louis 
managel for 


Goldstein, formerly 


Columbia in Brazil. 


A. M. Noye moves over from his job | 
spot vacated by | 


in Panama to the 
Goldstein in Brazil. H. B. 
docimi, assistant to Noye, 
manager of Cristobal 
office. 


Pros- 
(Panama) 


Max Ehrenreich remains in charge 
of Columbia’s Peru office under 
supervision of New York. Margon, 
who had been previously reported 

arrived in N. Y. 


on his way to U. S., 
; last week for home office huddles. 


a film of the genu- | 


pieced to- | 


sal, Emir Abdul- | 
British | 


spas- | 


Margon’s resig- | 
supervisor for Argentine, | 
His post has been | 


becomes | 





Hicks on Quota Pics 
| Initial British 
quota picture producing by Para- 


announcement of 


mount is expected to emanate from 


London next week after John W. 
Hicks, Jr., company’s foreign sales 
chief, arrives-in England, May 2. 


Aussie Exhibs Aroused 
Over Doubie-Billing; 


Exhib-Distrib Powwows Blow Up; 
Rentals, Grading 


| Shorts Flood Market 


Svdney, April 9 


: 

Number of city spots playing duals 
on extended runs has aroused some 
Australian exhibitors over the 
double-billing issue. It is a moot 
question whether a swing to single 
features could be made successfully, 
but several exhibs claim it would 
meet with success because the public 


fed up on poor program duals. Ad- 
|mittedly, theatres are giving their 
patrons too much show and it is 
hurting all down the line. 

Distributors are said to have vaults 
filled with shorts awaiting release. 
Condition is so bad that 20th-Fox is 
understood to be setting a number 
of short neighborhood 
houses for first release because fail- 
jing to obtain quick bookings. 
Duals in extended engagements leave 
few opportunities for shorts to crash 
the programs. 


features in 


city 


Sydney has only one regular 
weekly program changer, the Capitol. 
It plays double features, but begins 
grinding 30 minutes earlier than 
rival houses and can use a few shorts 
weekly. One newsreel theatre, with 
80 minutes running time, 
| offer much relief because most of the 
show used consists of news weeklies. 


Only chance is with nabes where 
shows start at 7:30, leaving space for 
short features. 


Would Limit Pic Shows 
As Aid to Legit Actors 


Mexico City, April 26. 
Four-hour daily operation for all 
|cinemas in Mexico as a means of 
assuring stage players steady work 
| by forcing the publie to attend flesh 
/shows has been asked of President 
|Lazaro Cardenas by the National 
| Actors Assn. Argument is that com- 
| pelling pic houses to operate only 
|from 2 to 6 p.m. daily will help the 
|theatre to come back and provide 
90% of Mexican stage players with 
iregular pay envelopes. Association 
asserts that the cinema has so domi- 
nated the theatre that starvation 
faces large numbers of thespians, all 
| of whom are not adapted to film 
| work, 





Actors assert that their plan has 
| proved successful in the Argentine, 
| where the government threw thes- 
|pians a life belt in the fo 1 of limit- 
ing cinema shows’ At present Mexi- 
can film houses run from about 4 to 
a little after 11 p.m. Most of them 
| give a two to three-hour show Sun- 
|}day mornings. 





Current London Piays 


(With Dates When Opened) 


*Whiteoaks’—April 14, ‘34. 
‘French Without Tears’'—Nov. 4. 
‘George and Margaret'—Feb. 25, '87. 





*Black Limelight’—April 22, 
*‘Housemaster June 20, 

‘St. Moritz’—July . 
‘London Rhapsody’—sept. 1, 
‘Going Greek’'—Sept. 16. 


‘Hide and Seek Oct. 14. 
"Robert's Wife No 23. 
‘I Killed the Count’'—Dec. 10, 
‘Me and My Girls'—Tec, 18. 





| ‘Nine Sharp’—Jan. 26 
| ‘The Three Sisters'—Jan. 28. 
| *The Island le} i" 
‘Road to Gandshar M nh 2, 
‘Death on the Vuable March 9. 
| ‘Plan for a Hostes March 10 
‘Oper t March 16. 
‘Toss of a Coin Mare ‘ 
| ‘Idiot’s Deligh March 22 
*Floodtide M h 
‘Zeal of Thy Il e'—March 29 
| wer Y 1 ¢ A} . 
Wild oO \y VM. 
| ‘Good 1 } t \ } 18 
*Anril ¢ Ss 4 a! 
| *As ITus ‘ | 1 24 
| "i alet suns ble ‘ 4 ps | 
Masque of Kings Arril % 
} Mei nt of Ver 45 g 


doesn't | 


| 


—— 


Among Issues 





London, April 20 
Exhibs and distribs have again 


come to a complete siandstill in 
their efforts to settle the question of 
grading pictures. Negotiations have 
been broken off and the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors’ .ssn. is accusing 
the Kinematograph Renters’ Society 
of plotting to increase the cost of 
pic.ure hire, Also recommends that 
ts .members do no business 
companies accepting the K.R.S 
ng and claims that organizatic 
ecks to check the double super fe 
ture programs. 

Accordin~ to the C.E.A., the dis- 
triobs themselves are split on the ps 
cy, a majority of British members 
resisting the grading plan, declaring 
they will neither grade their pic- 
tures themselves nor will they per- 
mit K.R.S. to do so for them In 
this camp are John Maxwell, C. M 
Woolf and other Pritish units, and 
it is also claimed 20th-Fox is against 
it. Sidney R. Kent, 20th prez, is 
to view film grading as 
public interest. 

Into Maxwell’s mouth, too, C.E.A 
puts the downright declaration that 
his comvanies (Associated British 
and Pathe) have no use for co-op- 
eratives desirous of interfering in 
the relations between seller and cus- 
tomer. 


If, argue exhib 


} 
Sait 


inimical to 


K.R.S 


Was realy 


concerned with putting down the 
playing of two ‘A’ features on one 
bill, it would have been content t 
accept the C.E.A. proposition of a 
clearing house to which all hiring 
contracts should be submitted for 


approval, and which would auto- 
matically rule out those which pro- 
vided for booxing a second ‘A’ fea- 
ture to supnort one alreadv 
tracted. Distribs, however, hold to 
their policy of demending ‘A’ pic- 
tures be booked un percentage only, 
which they declaie will be a more 
practical check than the clearing 
house plan. 

There appears to be some confir- 
mation of the C.E.A. charges in the 
recent annual report of K.RS. 
which freely admitted a policy of 
endeavoring to squeeze more out of 
the box office as the only rational 
means of drawing back a greater 
share of the total gross to the pro- 
duction end. C.E.A. has obviousiy 
amalgamated this with the percent- 
age demand to prove distribs are ine 
terested only in higher rentals. 


cone 





BERGNER EYES 


SHAW ST. JOAN 


London, April 20, 
Elisabeth Bergner’s next film may 
be Bernard Shaw’s ‘Saint Joan.” 
Negotiations are going on for the 
actress’ director-husband, Paul Czin- 
ner, to do the pic. If the deal goes 





' through, however, the opus will be 


made at the Pinewood studios. Maid 
of Orleans has been the subject of 
other films, but Shaw’s version of 
the story has never been screened. 

Whether or not the Bergner-Shaw 
deal jells, the Pinewood studios will 
be a hub of activity in the next few 
months. Most important booking is 
20th Century-* ox, moving over from 
Denham to start the second Gracie 


| Fields pic in the next month. Then 
|Jack Buchanan resumes picture 
|making soon after his return from 


| 
{ 


America, with the first likely to be 
one starring himself and Maurice 
Chevalier. 

With the Gaumont-British connec- 
tion with Charles Woolf, GB will 
make a couple there within the next 
few months. Paramount, on the 
point of changing studios, has de- 
cided to stay nn. Charles Woolf 
tarts ‘Yeoman cf the Guard,’ the 


| first of D’Oyly-Carte operetias to be 


| directed by 
j a wn 
| June. 


Victor Schertzinger, 
for production some time in 
Pinebrook Productions, the 


| company promoted by Captain Nor- 


ton, to make films on a co-operative 
basis, will do two. 

There are only six stages at Pine- 
wood, 





London Amus. Taxes As Is 
London, April 26 
Annual tax budget will be an- 
nounced late tonight (Tuesday ! 
Unlikely that there will be any 


changes in amusement taxes. 
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H'wood to Observe Spirit of Quota: 
Trade Treaty Discussions Go On 





London, April 26. 

Representatives of American dis- 
tribution companies this week indi- 
cated that U.S. producers would live 
up to the spirit and not merely the 
letter of the new Great Britain quota 
law. Just how far they will be able 
to go will depend on how much the 
producing heads feel can be safely 


| 


budgeted on more expensive films to | 


be turned out on English soil. 

For the largest major companies 
this probably will mean two upper- 
bracket features, costing $700,000 to 
$900,000 each. One or two of these, 
made to cash in on the three-for-one 
credit clause, may top $1,000,000, but 
it is doubtful if that will be inten- 
tional. 

Probably half or more of the eight 
or six quota credit films needed by 
big majors will be obtained for $75,- 
000 or thereabouts, making them the 
equivalent of the less costly westerns 
turned out in Hollywood. 


While they are laying out such 
plans requiring hefty expenditures 
for doing business in England, most 
American companies will keep a 


weather eye on progress made 
towards perfecting an Anglo-Ameri- 
can trade pact. If the U. S. film 
business fares as expected under the 
terms of this treaty, the trade pact 
provisos will supersede any quota 
law. 

Earnest discussions of the Ameri- 
can-English trade treaty have been 
in progress only a couple of months. 
It may require four or five months 
more to complete them. Indirect en- 
dorsement recently given the Italy- 
England pact by President Roosevelt 
is taken to mean that an Anglo- 
American treaty will be whipped 
into shape to meet the ruling party 
approval here. 

Under such a treaty enabling U. S 
companies to duck the quota, a con- 
siderable burden would be lifted 
from the shoulders of American in- 
terests. There continues to be some 
doubt in the minds of American 
officials as to how successful British- 
made films or productions turned out 
on English soil will be at the U. S. 
boxoffice. They point to several high 


| of America for 


ithe usual 


calibre features made by majors un- | 


der their own units in England that 
have failed to click in America. 


SEEK TO COMPROMISE 





COMMAND SHOW SCRAP 


London, April 

British exhibitors may be able to 
effect a compromise on the question 
of broadcasting the annual Royal 
Command Variety show from the 
stage of the Palladium theatre. Show- 
men have strenuously opposed the 
broadcast since last year, when they 
claimed it knocked their day’s re- 
ceipts into the ashcan. 

Officers of the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors’ Assn. went into a huddle 
with George Black, controlling the 
West End's key vaude spot. Urged 
consideration of the following plan: 

Performance to be held in the fu- 
ture at matinee hours, instead of at 
night, and exhibs to be given special 
permits by the British Broadcasting 
Co, to reproduce the entire broad- 
cast in their theatres. Exhibs are 
prepared to pay a fee for such fa- 
cility. It is argued that will more 
than recoup the Variety Artistes’ 
Benevolent Fund, for which the per- 
formance is sponsored, for any loss 
of receipts by switching the show to 
the afternoon, 

Black is not committed to 
ance of such proposals, which mi 
also receive consideration of B. B. C 
and of.V. A. B. F. organizers. Wishes 
of King George must also be deter- 
mined, as the show’s big ippeal 
vested largely in the personal at- 
tendance of the royal ey 


Capt. Auten te Aussie 


Capt ain Harold Aute: Ame! 
representative of Greater “Un 
atres, one of the larger circuits op- 
erating in Australia, is led 1 
Sydney and the home offices of the 
c mpany, 


accept- 





Fischer Sets U. S. Gals 
Into His Paris Spot 


April 19. 

Via a quick move, Clifford C. 
Fischer this week saved himself 
transportation expenses on a line of 
American girls who were set to va- 
cation in Paris. 

Fischer contacted the Music Corp. 
girls to go into the 
Les Ambassadeurs, Paris, for eight 
weeks, Troupe is currently in 
Cannes, where it closed. They were 
set to idle before opening of Deau- 
ville six weeks hence, but Fischer 
grabbed them up and had the Deau- 
ville date extended two weeks. 


Paris, 


PARIS LEGIT'S 


HOLIDAY SPURT 


—— 


Paris, April 18. 


7% 
vr 


AFRAID MAJOR 
SLUMP IMPENDS 


Exhib-Distrib Rental Scrap 
Only Surface Matter— 
Fear Whole Industry May 
Be in Doghouse—Attend- 
ance Diminishing, 
Films Don’t Draw— 
Radio, Sports, Pools Op- 
posish Hurts 


RECOVERY HOPES 


London 


case of 


April 26 

jitters 1s 
here. 
to be current 
rentals. But 


Unprecedented 
gripping the 
Surface cause 
exhib-distrib battle 


picture business 
seems 


vel 


deeper down is a lurking fear that 
this is only a side issue in a situation 
that may at any time strike at the 


whole industry. 

It begins to look as if the bicker- 
ing and back-biting is not so much 
due to the film rental dispute as toa 
slowly growing fear that the whole 
film setup in England is in for a 





Numerous new productions and re- 
vivals have been brought to the Paris 
stage with the coming of spring and 
influx of tourists during 
holidays. Getting the 
rest was Paul Vialar’s 


the Easter 

jump on the 
whimsical ‘Probadjong 
Theatre des Arts. 

by Andre Moreau, 
cluding M. Guisol, 
anges, Laure Diana, 
and Henry Monteaux. 


with a 


reviving 
by Roger 


Empire is 
Vittel,’ comedy 
ind Georges Dalley, 
the Palais Royal in 


Ferdinand 


1934. At the 


Theatre de la Madeleine a new play | 


by Julien Luchaire, ‘Une Femme et 
un Roi,’ opened, starring Gaby Mor- 
lay and Henri Rollan. Luchaire, au- 
thor of ‘Altitude 3,200,’ one of last 
year’s successes now being filmed, 
has more or less modernized Racine’s 
tragedy of Berenice and Titus. 

‘Quatre Saisons’ company, which 
recently toured in the U. S., has 
opened at the Mathurins-Pitoeff with 
‘Le Roi Cerf’ and a one-act comedy, 
‘Les Quatre Sous de M. Montaudoin,’ 
by Labiche. At the Vieux-Colombier 
‘Septembre,’ new comedy by Con- 
stance Coline, who recently adapted 
a Keith Winter play, is being pre- 
sented, 


‘Dame Nature,’ by Andre Birabeau, 


which has been running intermit- | 
tently here for some time, has re- | 


turned to the Theatre Daunou after | 
previous runs at the O’Euvre and the | 
Etoile, 
ducing an historical piece by Saint- 
Georges de Bouhelier, ‘Le Roi So- 
leil,’ and 
1 new comedy 
mez-vous?’ 


GOV'T SHOULD PAY LOSS 
ON ‘MUST’ PIX: FULLER 


by Pierre Scize, ‘Dor- 


Sydney, April 9. 


Sir Ben Fuller, always a_ booster 
for Australian goods, can’t figure out 
why any exhibitor should be told 


egg he must and must not screen. 
He made this comment in sizing up 
the quota situation Showman 
figures that if the government forces 


in exhib to screen a local picture on 
hich the exhibitor loses money, | 

t government should compensate 
yr the i If, however, a profit is 
ideo 1 local sho ng. then a per- 


centage should be paid into a fund 
which the 
future such 


loss 


*xhib may suffer on 


Fuller said that local producers 
e pictures in 


competition with Hollywood because 
the ime iac Tie do not exist here. 
He intimated that the government 
hould allow shcwmen to play the 

‘tainment the public is willing to 
) yy and should drop any 


’ at the Paris | 
Play was directed | 
cast in- | 
Andree Servil-| 
Andre Moreau | 


‘La Dame de| 


which opened at | 


State theatre Odeon is pro- | 


at the Renaissance there is | 


dicta- | % 


major slump. Feeling is that such a 
| development may come almost with- 
| out warning. 

Film attendance has been 
diminishing. Ace product has been 
drawing grosses far below the usual 
average for mere program bookings. 
Conviction appears to be 
public is turning more and more 
from theatre attendance to competi- 
| tive forms of entertainment, such as 
radio, sports and football pools, 


Many Troubles 
Protracted spell of mild weather 
at what is usually the exhibitor’s 
golden period of the year, and swift- 
ly developing labor troubles have 
further exposed the skeleton in the 
‘closet. Ay ppears to indicate that 
less something 


unfor 2seen oecurs, 
ithe picture business in Great Britain 
is set for the biggest slump it has 
ever known, 

Feeling is growing that the public 
is growing tired of pictures as en- 
tertainment. According to this view, 
the screen has turned sour to the 
spectator’s taste and, after 19 years 
of talkers, it may need 4a revolution 
as drastic as was the arrival of sound 
to hypo moviegoers into fresh vigor 
in their approach to motion pictures 
for entertainment. 

That both exhibs and distribs are 
|fully conscious of the threat is ex- 
,0sed in their respective attitudes to 
|the present dispute on hiring terms, 





| which observers are prone to mis- 

take for the cause and not the effect 
lof the situation. Distribs, in the face 
{of pressure from home offices as 


their grosses flop, have declared for 
|moves to raise the percentage rates 


las their method of solving the prob- 
| 


|lem. Exhibs, on the other hand, de- 
|clare this is a suicidally shortsighted 
policy. They say that both sides 
must throw their efforts into joint | 


dction against the public 
not against each other 
There is nothing they can do on 


apathy and 


their own hook, the exhibs aver, that 
will alter the lack of enthusiasm 
among their patrons. For the dis- 
tribs to attempt passing the buck by 
} compelling theat: to part up with 
a bigger percentage of the dimin- 
ished takings is not only selfish, but 


also calcul 
k catastrop! 
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Race Issue Injected Into London 


'ers are getting 
}employment of 


i 
Ace 


Projectionist 





Mex Gov’t Propaganda 
Gives Jobs to Actors 


Mexico City, April 26. 

Vaude, revue and some legit play- 
a nice break with the 
theatres on wheels 


by the government’s newest organ- 
ization (Committee for National 
Ecopomic Recuperation) that has} 


charge of lining up the public to 
back the government’s oil program. 
Players are receiving union rates. 
Shows include acts of music, songs 
and dances in between spiels by 
government orators. Admittance is 
free 

Theatres on wheels are limited to 
this city for the present, but road 
tours are being arranged for them, 





JAP COIN BAN 
TILL IN A 


Tokyo, April 26. 
Committee for the American Mo- 
Picture Assn, directly 


tion now ig 





steadily | 


that the | 


un- | 


|negotiating with the finance 
|of the government in an effort to 


| get the coin ban lifted. Represen- 
|tatives of American distributing 
companies want to obtain release of 
| film rental money, tied up in Japan 
| for months, so that it can be trans- 
;mitted to home offices in New York. 

Though details are not available 
|at present, it is understood still to 
be based on a note arrangement which 
| would bring about a partial ban lift- 
ing through permitting withdrawal 
of certain amounts from time to 
| time. 

A. M. P. A. committee is reported 
'to have swerved from proposals by 
Jisaji Kubo, Japanese attorney, and 
is dealing directly with the govern- 
| ment, 
| New proposal by Jisaji Kubo for 
| lifting the ban on money from 
| Ameri ican film rentals, held in Japan, 
| late last week was transmitted to 
ithe industry in New York. 
ported to differ little from previous 
| propositions, and the move to get 
rental money into this country was 
| described as still hanging fire. 
Industry observers advanced the 
| opinion that it might become increas- 
ingly difficult to get money out of 
Japan if the present Sino-Japanese 
| conflict continues. 
| Foreign department reps huddled 
| Monday (25) on new Kubo plan, but 
nothing tangible was announced a 
resulting. 


BRITISH EXHIBS ASSN. 
APPROVES NEW QUOTA 


London, April 19. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Assn’ 
latest word on the new Films Act 
is to declare it a workable and sat- 
factory measure, Great safeguard 
of the legislation, states a commit- 
tee report accepted by C.F.A. gen- 
eral council, is its elasticity, coupled 
vith introduction of the Films 
Council. 

Accepting the 
chedules for shorts, the report in- 
dicates that exhibs can, if driven 


eliminate one and 


increased quota 


f heir programs. Alternative 
the quota can now be met by the 
1 
? 


4 


iterest and magazine ma- 
becomes regi 


der the new Act. 


BIP After Jory 


Hollywood, April 26. 


. ! 
trable un- 


Briti Inte ational lick , 
th Victor Jor for two pk Oo 
f idé 1 London 
Jory ( ent lirecting tl i 
! i! Ramona pa int at Hi t 
j Calif. 


office | 
| 


Was re- 


Union-Exhib Scrap 


London, April 18 
Elements of race prejudice have 
been injected by political grouns 


into the labor trouble which broke 
out during the Easter holiday. When 
projectionists came into the dispute 
with exhibitors on the question of 
hours and pay, the Electrical Trades 
Union received an offer from the 
British Union of Fascists. Latter 
declared itself behind the employees 
and stated its readiness to assist in 
any way in fighting the ‘Jewish 
bosses.’ 

B. U. F. at this time has no great 
strength, but its effort to cloud a 
|clear labor issue with the murk of 
anti-Semitism was a danger- 
ous move, Jewish interest in the in- 
dustry is naturally exaggerated for 
| propaganda purposes, Actually 
among exhibitors, members of the 
faith are in a very small minority 


seen as 


| 7 P p 
| E. T. U. has its own principles, 
| . . . 
which prevent any fusion with po- 
litical forces and this attempt by 


fascists to make capital out of a mat- 
ter which is not their business is 
| thought unlikely to cause any great 
| harm, 


| For the strike itself, E. T. U. pulled 
'a boner by overreaching its powers. 
| As a labor organization it is not suf- 
| ficiently strong in numbers to force 
an issue from the mobilized Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors’ Assn. mem- 
|bers. Latter kept their theatres open 
almost without exception in the face 
of withdrawal of several hundred 
projectionists, 

Union claimed to have pulled out 
1,200 men in London alone, but less 
than half this number appear to have 
stopped. At most, probably not more 
than 25% of the projectionists in the 
metropolitan area are members of 
E. T. U. 

Trouble also involved Manchester 
and Hull, among key centers in the 


sticks. But in spite of much stronger 
percentage in these territories, the 
union failed to force any theatres 


to suspend operation. From labor 
viewpoint, E. T. U. played its hand 
badly by trying to fight without suf- 
ficient armament. Main effect is 
likely to be a heavy switchover of 
membership to rival union, the Na- 
tional Assn. of Theatre and Kinema 
Employees. 

One weakness of the stoppage was 
that fundmentally this was not a 
contest between capital and labor, 
| but a struggle for supremacy by 
competing unions. C, E. A. has offi- 
cilly recognized N. A. T. & K. E. as 
the negotiating body for employees. 

In London, where a joint concilia- 
tion board has operated nearly three 
years, the exhibs were prepared to 
meet the men, but only through the 
board. When a territorial agreement 
was made, E. T. U. sat in at the dis- 


cussions, but withdrew when it came 
to ratifying the prepared schedule 
Had that union accepted the terms 


in a spirit of compromise and bided 
its time till it had gathered strength 
it must e ventually have succeec@d. 
But the labor leaders appear to have 
balled up their own cause, 


PLAN GOV'T BODY TO 
HYPO FRENCH SHOWS 





Parle April 19 
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Charlie McCarthy, Lefty Discovers 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., April 26. 





Dear Joe: on? 
At last we are back home again, and although we had a swell visit in 


Hollywood, it sure feels good to get back home to our own beds and bad | 
receipts. The McNultys who used to do a juggling act with us on the Sun | 


Time. gave us a sort of going-away party before we left Hollywood; just 


one of them house parties and it was swell. McNulty gets a crack at a 
picture once in awhile, but he makes a little income driving tourists 
ground and showing them the homes of the stars. The racket has a gim- 


mick to it: he gives ’em a good line of gab and points out any good looking 
place and names some big star who is supposed to live there. If he’s wrong 
vou can sue him. It’s not a big dough-getter but it pays expenses, and 
people out here figger that making expenses is a profit. They got a kid who 
is about seven and they had him give us an imitation of Charlie McCarthy. 
It’s getting so you can’t visit anyone that’s got a kid nowadays that they 
don’t have ‘em do a McCarthy imitatian. Years ago if a performer’s kid 
would give an imitation of a dummy you'd think he was nuts. In those 
Gays, as soon as you took off their safety pins, they'd go into an imitation 
of George M. Cohen, Dave Warfield, Eddie Foy or Ethel Barrymore. 
Maybe it’s a good thing vaudeville is on a vacation, 


A lot of the boys and girls in Hollywood are packing up their toys and | 


starting back east. It seems that their options were too heavy for the 
producers to pick up, so they just let ‘em lay. Of course a lot of “em are 
gonna still stick around figuring they will catch the gold ring and get 
another ride. Can’t blame them much at that; at least they can get sun- 
shine out here, and as you know there's very little sunshine creeping in 
through them New York rooming houses. And now that they put up a 
fence in the middle of Times Square, a fellow can't even cross the street 
to get away from someone he owes money to. 

Our trip back here was nice. I let Aggie drive part of the way—you 
know she just learned and she’s getting so now that the road turns when 
she does. I didn’t let her drive fast because I told her I didn’t want to take 
unfair advantage of my insurance company. We met Harry McNaughton 
on the road. You know, he’s the Bottle on Phil Baker’s program and he 
told us a swell story about an Indie Company out in Hollywood that makes 
features in five days. The salesman was showing one to an exhibitor and 
for the first 15 minutes all it showed was an interior set without any 
actors and when the exhib asked the salesman what was the idea, he said, 
‘We got a new rule on our lot. We start shooting at 8 a.m. sharp, even if 
the actors are not there. Being exhibitors, ourselves we thought it was a 
funny gag. The only time you ever see an exhibitor laugh is when you 
tell him a gag on the dumbness of the producers and the exchange guys. 





| Slight Error 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 

When Gabe Rubin opened 
‘Green Fields,’ a Yiddish talker, 
|} at the Art Cinema, he couldn't 
understand the generous 
sprinkling of Negro trade in 
| 


the audience. Finally learned 


|} the reason when one sepia 
;| patron came out and wanted 


: The Girls Eye View Zz 


By Marian Squire 





Mae West and the Facts of Life 
With six tophatted builderuppers as a teaser for the feast, Mae West 
bigger and blonder than ever—treats her public to some sex-agenarian 
gags at Loew’s State. Some of the material is about as original.as the cause 
she (theatrically) espouses—but many of the most familiar cracks meet 





his money back. 

Inquiry revealed that he || 
thought he was going to see || 
‘Green Pastures.’ 


| } 


STRONG SHOW 
BIZ CO-OP ON 


39 PREVIEW 


| 


Three-day preview ceézebration of 
|New York World’s Fair, a year in 
advance of opening in 1939, gets | 
under way Friday (29) night with | 
the Junior League ball in Business | 
Administration Bldg. on 


} 

















the fair | 
site, Flushing meadows, L. I. Biggest | 
day of preview is Saturday when 
jnearly 6,000 will participate in a 


motorcade of more than 500 vehicles, 


|from the Battery to the exposition | 


grounds. | 

Fair preview will go musical in a; 
big way Sunday with a May Day | 
music festival. Big event is the 


|night concert by the N.Y. Philhar- | and the story hasn't much connection anyway. 
| monic orchestra in the Business Ad-/| and Brian Donlevy conspiring to keep Raymond Walburn out of trouble, 
/ministration structure, Walter Dam- | film has better than average collection of spontaneous laughs. 


rosch conducting. More than 500 | 
singers in chorus for this affair, in- 


| Startling outfits as a night club singer. 


with the lustiest response. Being totally away from the watchful Hays 
(film) eye, Miss West and her nifties both relax. Not that the lady can 
be accused of using double entendre material. If the lines themselves don't 
make the meeting clear, the famous West delivery leaves no doubt about 
the idea to be conveyed. 

Glittering in a molded black gown of solid sequins, monkey fur bolero 
high fan headdress with black ostrich rampant, Miss West weaves con- 
stantly—imitating a cobra as nearly as her expert corsetiering will permit, 

Opening day (21), the platinumed progenitor of the facts of life drew a 
bigger hand on her entrance than at her exit—probably due to lack of 
variety in the act’s theme. Even the elementary subject on which Misg 
West specializes can become monotonous when unrelieved by any other 
angle, 


‘Condemned Women’ Can’t Use Makeup 


Sally Eilers and Anne Shirley suffer through ‘Condemned Women’ until 
the latter is killed and the former winds up with Louis Hayward, and the 
sun beginning to peep through prison bars, 

The unfortunate femme guests of the state wear drab uniforms and 
practically no makeup, although they are allowed to have facial adorn- 
ment in their cells—some in jars that would make nice lethal weapons 
when broken. Miss Eilers presumably scorns lip rouge because she doesn’t 
give a darn, but wears a thick fringe of immy eyelashes, 

Film’s highlight is the prison riot which finishes off Miss Shirley. To 
make it more logical, she is taking a rap for someone else, as the sweet 
faced Miss Shirley could never crash the ladies’ jug on her own. 

Kind hearted ‘Warden’ George Irving and hardboiled ‘matron,’ Esther 
Dale, battle over the treatment of the detained ladies, and Lee Patrick is 
the lip-curling causer of most of the trouble, 





Louise Hovick’s Will-Power Wardrobe 
The title ‘Battle of Broadway’ hasn't much connection with the story, 
But with Victor McLaglen 


Louise Hovick represents most of the trouble, wearing a number of 
One black patent leather looking 





cluding soloists from the Metro-| gown is form fitting, the bodice ending just at the point of decency and 


politan Opera. 
Vic did a pretty good job while we were away. All an exhibitor can | 
do is to open his theatre and run the pictures they send him. 


| Though railroads are running ex- | peasant ffect with full lame skirt and wide girdle. 
If he gets |cursions to fair’s preview only on | points of her figure and disguises lines that don't take kindly to the spot- 


apparently held on by sheer will power. Most becoming dress is a short 


Brings out the best 


good ones he can do business, and if he gets baddies he just takes it on the | Sunday, committee in charge expects | light. 


chin and shows the scars to his creditors. They sent me a foreign hunk of | the advance festivities to give an 
celluloid. It was made in France and as far as I’m concerned it just added | inkling if what attendance may be | 
to the debt they owe us. It’s a good thing we ran it on dish night. One| expected when fair gates swing open | 
customer came out and sed I should have given the picture away and/next year. At least 50,000 out-of- 
shown the dishes. Vic’s popularity contest is going swell and we'll announce | town visitors are anticipated. Three- 
the winner next week. We got a big sealed box in the lobby and they | day celebration, coming over the 
throw their votes in it. And it’s really sealed, because Vic made a mistake | week end, is expected to prove a 
and happened to put an old lock on it that we lost the key to, and as we ‘fairly good test of hotel and cafe 





gotta open it in front of a committee it looks like Vic's wife, Florence, won't 
win it. 
Been reading about the trouble Jackie Coogan is having trying to get 


, 


savings instead of bank ‘slavings. 
That’s about all the ink that’s in my pen, so I'll blot it with best to you 
and the boys back of third base, Sez 
Your Pal, Lefty. 
P. S—Bill Frawley sez, ‘We wear diamonds to make people who can 
sfford them jealous.’ 


EXHIBS AND 40c | Mono Jumps Four 


Hollywood, April 26. 
| Monogram is rushing work on four 
| features prior to the opening of its 
bd | 1938-39 releasing season. W. Ray 
| Johnston, president, is here now con- 
ferring with Scott R. Dunlap, in 
Washington, April 26. ero of production. 

Even the ushers will benefit if the| With ‘Romance of the Limberlost’ 
New Deal wins out in the newest at- | under way, ‘Mother O’ Mine’ goes in 
tempt to improve the working con- | May with Jackie Cooper starred, to 
ditions of people paid by the hour.| be followed by Boris Karloff’s ‘Mr. 
Congress has another fair labor prac- | Wong, Detective.’ First Frankie 
tices bill on the stove, but whether | Darro feature, 
it will be burned up or merely cooked | Police,’ hits the cameras early in 
to a turn is conjectural. | June, 

A 40-hour week and a 40c-per-hour 
pay scale would be the eventual 
standard under the legislation, which 
still has several hurdles to clear, De- Hollywood, April 26. 
spi.e President Roosevelt's renewed| Richard Carlson, signed by David 
appeal for a law helping the hired’ Q, Selznick to an actor-writer-di- 
hands, Congress is balky. Odds are! rector contract, has arrived from 
about even at the moment, | Broadway, where he played Ethel 














Selznick’s Stage Find 


Under the bill, all branches of the Barrymore’s grandson in ‘White- | 


film business unquestionably would | oaks.’ 
be affected, but as far as practical| Graduate of Minnesota University, 
consequences are concerned prob-|Carlson received his first stage 
ably only exhibitors would be training at the Pasadena Community 
bothered very much. Requirements | Playhouse. 
would hit only a minority of the | 
persons working in Hollywood and | 
the exchanges. 

With no distinctions between geo- Hollywood, April 26. 
graphical areas or lines of trade, the} Edward Sedgwick has been signed 
bill requires all employers ‘in com-|by David L. Loew to direct The 
merce’ to pay thcir help 25c hourly | Gladiator,’ starring Joe E. Brown. 
and limit the work-week to 44 hours! Film will roll on the Universal lot 
at the outset. Scale would rise a| May 2, with Edward Gross as asso- 
nickel each year and time would be | ciate director. 
sliced two hours annually until the 
jideal—40 hours at 40c, or a minimum | 
of $16 a week—is obtained in fou 
years. 

Perhaps lawyers can make some- 





JOE E.’S ‘GLADIATOR’ 





|‘close and substantial’ 


no loophole for exhibs. 
any industry which (1) is nationwide | payroll. 
in scope, (2) depends for existence | 


GH purchases or sales or on trans-' the pen and a $500 fine. 


; , | be covered by the five newsreels, 
the dough he made. Me and Aggie decided to have Junior go to school ‘being first 


and live like a regular kid, and in the meantime if we're lucky we'll stick |camermen have been able to give the 
a little dough away for him and when he grows up he will have bank |N.y, exposition. Claude Collins, N. 
|Y. Fair’s contact with news weekly | 


‘Wanted by the'| 


portation in commerce, or (3) has a/ portant role in 
relation to 
commerce must comply. Looks very * 0X. 

thing of it, but the bill seems to leave | much as though theatre operators | Tyrone 
Says that} would find Uncle Sam ogling the | Arleen Whelan. | 





facilities. 
Motorized procession Saturday will | 


big splurge newsreel 


boys, has made elaborate prepara- 
tions for coverage and the reels 
generally are planning to use four 
'to five crews on the day’s activities. 
Loew’s, one of picture companies in 
| parade, will bally ‘Girl of Golden 
West.’ 

New York legitimate theatre's 
salute to the fair will be presented 
for half an hour starting at 6:30 p.m. 





Saturday at the exposition site. 
|Gertrude Lawrenve, George M. 
‘Cohan, Ed. Wynn, John Golden, 


| Frank Craven, Dudley Digges, Sir 
|Cedrie Hardwicke ana Benny Good- 
|man are set for this program. 

| Later in the evening’s outdoor 
| program. Gladys Swarthout will sing 
|‘Dawn of a New Day,’ one of George 
'Gershwin’s last songs to be published | 


| posthumously. t's the fair’s ‘theme 


song.’ 
| Besides inspection of grounds and | 
buildings, preview Saturday will in- 
clude high-salaried open air acts and 
fireworks display at night. 








BUT NO FREAKS 


Plenty of Stock on Desert Location 
for ‘Suez’ 











Hollywood, April 26. 
Looking like a circus, with 25 
|camels, 30 donkeys and 50 horses, a 
| 20th-Fox troupe invaded the Arizona 
desert near Yuma to shoot scenes for 


\‘Suez.” Desert sequences, directed | 
iby Otto Brower, will take two'! 
weeks, 


When the expedition re‘urns, Al- 
lian Dwan will direct the dramatic 
| action, with Tyrone Power, Loretta 
| Young and Annabella in the lead | 
roles. 





Gladys on the Isle | 


Hol:ywood, April 26. | 

| Gladys George step,ed into an im- 
‘Fllis Island,’ to be 
directed by Alfred Werker at 20th- | 
Cast includes Don Ameche, | 
Powe1, Alice Faye and 


Werker is headed eastward with a 


}in New York bay. 


| week with appearance of Mae West, who closes today (Wednesday ). 
| berneckers and signature-snaggers lined West 46th street continuously 


Young love assignment falls to Robert Kellard and Lynn Bari. Miss 
Bari wears a low cut white paillette sprinkled gown with short train in 
the night club, and a trim tailored suit for a legion parade. 

Andrew Tombes, as a sanitarium inmate, appears in a white steam 
cabinet, and Sammy Cohen with Eddie Holden help the ‘Legion’ take the 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Far from giving ‘Test Pilot’ three rousing cheers, airlines are giving the 
Metro special the chill, Pouting began after the preview on the Coast 
and has been growing. Beef seems to be on the ground that the picture 
harps so on the Lorelei motif of the upper reaches of the sky, and that 
crack-ups and death are every sky-pilot’s future. Air travel lines fear 
people will become frightened enough to duck planes for ground travel. 

Air execs insist that picture doesn’t emphasize enough that these hazards 
are no part of commercial flying, though there happens to be an opening 
title to that effect. Fliers say that mounting terror washes out the effect 
of the opening title before the picture is 10 minutes old. 

Metro doesn’t know what it can do about it, figuring it has a good pice 
ture, and isn’t in the air biz anyway. 


town apart, 











James C. Morton, erroneously death-noticed in Variety of April 13, is 
very much alive and currently working in films on the Coast. Recently 
completed role in ‘City Shadows’ for Columbia and next goes inio a 
Charlie Chase short. 

He has been residing in Hollywood the past seven years and is Xot a 
guest of the Percy Williams home in New York. The obit was intended 
for James J. Morton and, as printed last week, the error occurred in the 
annals of the Williams institution. 





Slowness of Cecil B. DeMille’s recovery after his operation is holding up 


| his trip to Nebraska where he wanted to chin with Union Pacific officials 
|! and meet Governor R. L. Cochran. 


Jack Cunningham, writer, left Omaha 
this week to return to Hollywood, but Frank Calvin, research man, is 
still staying on. 

Decision of DeMille to make ‘Union Pacific’ brings a focus on Nebraska 
as a screen location, since Metro is slated to arrive here around May 15 
with a company to shoot ‘Boystown,’ which J. Walter Ruben will direct. 





Loew’s State, New York, set another stage door attendance record this 
Rub- 


from morning until last show, and frequently necessitated extra cops, al- 
though Miss West always had three on the door, plus her own gumshoe 
guards and buffer-manager Joe Timony, 





With daylight saving in effect this week again, there's little that can 
be done about it, the Hays office again assuming the attitude that it is a 
matter for exhibs in individual communities to decide as to ways and 
means of campaigning against turning forward the clock. Little doubt but 
that daylight saving affects the theatre income during the summer season 
because of customers it takes away from the earlier shows. 





Big agency chieftains are hanging around the studio lots in person these 
days to pick up some of the business their contact men have missed, With 
a surge of new production at the major studios, there is a tense struggle 
among featured players, freelance and day actors for picture jobs. Contact 
men are still waging a frontal attack on the casting offices and producers 
while, the agency biggies stalk the front offices, 





Harry Sherman is showing the way to other producers in the matter of 
letting theatregoers in on the shooting locale of his pictures. Hereafter 
each Hopalong Cassidy film will carry its location identity, starting with 
‘Beneath Western Skies,’ which is tabbed ‘filmed at Lone Pine, Calif.’ Studio 


Any violator faces six months in| camera crew to shoot backgrounds also figures to save postage as hundreds of requests are received after each 
) picture’s release asking where such beautiful scenery abounds, 








itil 
the 


mn 
ns 
n't 


To 
eet 


ry, 
en 
le, 


of 
ng 
nd 
ort 
est 
It- 


iss 


im 
he 


he 
ist 
re 
at 
ar 
is 
ds 
1g 
ct 


ip 
ls 
la 
is 


5 

















z= 






27, 1958 





looks forward to 


its greatest . 
Season, 








VARIETY 18 





qoosideisuinssenassasancumn=naduqunangenaapesenanepnapegsessagnaane=anaapnapeneaeasatsnaaaaaaenanaseaaiaaaSapSSaSSD - = vant me aN Ne Fe TR 





a Cenfury-Fox Film Corporation, because of the high 
quality of its product and by virtue of its fair dealing with exhibi- 
tors, has become the company that exhibitors throughout the 
world look to as their first source of profit. 


Weare about to begin a new season. General business conditions 
are unsettled. In view of this, we could, with justice, trim our sails 
or even lower the negative investment in our coming pictures. 


Instead, we have chosen the other road. To protect our customers 
in the season 1938-39, we have planned the most ambitious pro- 
gram in the history of this company. We have taken this stand 
firm in the belief that in these troublous times only the greatest pic- 
tures can insure to our customers and ourselves the greatest profit. 


These pictures will be made, of course, under the supervision of 
Mr. Darryl F. Zanuck, vice-president in charge of production. It was 
no accident that the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
recently voted to Mr. Zanuck the Irving G. Thalberg Memorial 
Award for ‘the most consistent high quality of production achieve- 
ment.”” While he has been producing the fine pictures which have 
carried the trademark of Twentieth Century-Fox to new heights, 
Mr. Zanuck also has built the finest organization of producers, 
writers, directors and technicians ever gathered within one stu- 
dio’s walls. All of this is insurance for quality. 


On the following pages we list the pictures which we plan to 
release next season. Every one of these pictures is scheduled to 
surpass all previous Twentieth Century-Fox standards; but I wish 
particularly to call your attention to the large number of virile, 
dramatic subjects based on important themes. 


In listing these pictures, we have purposely refrained from naming 
the casts. Our accounts know from experience that this company 
gives to its productions the best acting and the strongest box-office 
names available in the industry. Therefore, we prefer not to tie the 
hands of our studio by listing the casts months in advance of pro- 
duction but, on the other hand, to allow our producers every 
opportunity for putting into each picture the strongest box-office 
names that can be obtained at the moment of production. 


We feel that leadership of an industry brings with it definite re 
sponsibility. This responsibility can best be discharged to ow 
customers by offering to them the best line-up of pictures it is 


within our power to make. 


President, 20th Century-Fox Film Corp, 
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HERE ARE THE PICTURES . . 


Irving Berlin's 


ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND 


... with three new Irving Berlin songs—probably the greatest he 
ever wrote—and some of his ever-remembered hits of the past. Be- 


cause the picture already isin the cuttingroom, wegive youthecast: 
TYRONE POWER, ALICE FAYE, DON AMECHE, Ethel Merman, 


Jack Haley, Jean Hersholt, Wally Vernon, Helen, Westley, John, 
Carradine, Douglas Fowley, Paul Hurst, Eddie Collins, Ruth Terry, 


Chick Chandler—and thousands of others. Directed by Henry King 
... directorial genius of “In Old Chicago.” 


SUEZ 


The most elaborate, expensive and important picture 20th has ever 
made—with no exceptions. The amazing story of de Lesseps—great 
lover, great statesman, great engineer — and his struggle to build, 
the Suez Canal, thrilling theme of current headlines. Astruggle that 
pitted the might of nations against one another and created an 





empire. A picture that sweeps from glittering European courts and, 


bizarre palaces of India’s princes to the glaring sands of Africa’s 


desert. A cast equal in importance to that cf “Alexander's Ragtime 
Band.” 


STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE 


The absorbing story of the greatest newspaper correspondent that, 


ever lived ...climaxed by his amazing search in the heart of Africa 
for his boyhood benefactor, Dr. Livingstone...the astonishing and 


world-famous adventure, so powerful in its truth that fiction pales 
in comparison. Indicating the vast scope of this production, already 


more than two years in the making, an expedition of 23 people 
spent months in Africa filming scenes that will be but one sequence 
in the completed picture. ‘ 


SPLINTER FLEET 


Heroic saga of an extraordinary chapter in the World War... told 
for the first time. Thrilling exploits of the fragile, tiny ships that were 
laughed to scorn but came to glory through the courage of men 
who had joined up as a lark. A magnificent drama of love and duty 


... culminating in the most spectacular and unusual sea battle ever. 
screened. 


KENTUCKY 


In TECHNICOLOR. The sensationally popular story by John Tain- 
tor Foote—first a Saturday Evening Postserial.., currently anovel 
which has run through more than a dozen editions. The epic of the 
American thoroughbred... heart-warming, powerful, thrilling. The 
bitter rivalry between two great families of horse-breeders... that 
began in the stormy days of 6] and intensified through the years. 
With a smashing climax that is one of the greatest ever depicted on 
the screen. Imagine—in glorious color—the world-famed Kentucky 


Derby ... and the matchless beauty and glory of the historic Blue 
Grass country. 





~~ 


An American Cavalcade. 20th’s first spectacular hit of the new, 
season. A deeply stirring story sweeping through 29 exciting years) 
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SONJA HENIE 


im two of her greatest 


MY LUCKY STAR 


(formerly “They Met In College”) 


The incomparable Sonja in a new—an American, down-to-earth— 
setting, giving her every opportunity to wear a wealth of smart 
clothes, surrounding her with young collegians ...as a sub-rosa 
model for a big department store ina famous co-ed university. Skat- 
ing? ... the best! Romance? ... by the bus-load! Tunes? .,. more 
than ever! Boxoffice? You tell us! 


AND ONE MORE 
SONJA HENIE HIT 


EDDIE CANTOR 


in one laugh smash 


(title to come) 


Eddie's most hilarious and by far most original role! ... Eddie wins 
a contest as ‘The Average Man” but in doing so becomes a human 
guinea pig... with spies watching every intimate detail of his life. 
A screaming situation ... and what Eddie does with it makes laugh 
history. Spectacularly produced ... with a flock of beautiful gals 
...a@ whopping all-star cast of swingsters, funsters...and the grand- 
est songs that ever topped a Hit Parade! 


4 JANE WITHERS 


Bigger and more important than any Withers pictures ever made, 
each of these pictures will reflect the increased production values 
with which 20th Century-Fox will surround this dynamic “First Ten” 
star. Chosen with the utmost care, the stories are designed to give 
added impetus to Jane’s ever-increasing popularity. 


THE LIFE OF ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL 


(tentative title) 


The astounding, real-life romance of the man who gave the world 
the telephone and wrote one of history’s most stirring chapters. Be- 
hind the instrument at your elbow is one of the great human dramas 
of mankind ... the story of a scientist beginning in obscurity ... his 
discouraging struggles ... his proud invention of the telephone... 
his battle against public ridicule ... his hopeless fight against great 
companies... with only the girl he loved to spur him on. Inspiring 
for its courage and emotional power. One of the “greats” of the 
season. Exploitation possibilities—limitless! 


JESSE JAMES 


In TECHNICOLOR. For the first time, the true, breath-taking story 
of this colorful figure reaches the screen. The law-abiding farmer 
who turned bandit and train robber because of the rapacity of land 
agents and the injustice of the law ... who lost the one love of his 
life, and was finally betrayed by one of his own band for a bag of 
gold ... but who first defied and terrorized a nation by the most 
daring and spectacular deeds in the annals of American crime. 
Photographed in the actual historic locales! 
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Twentieth Century-Fox has introduced anew note to the American 
screen through the creation of the “Series” idea in pictures—a pro- 
duction plan which has been so successful that it is now the envy 
of the industry. The care and production values that have been 
built into each of these series have made them one of the surest: 
fire profit-makers today. Now 20th has decided to give you four ad- 
ditional series. These pictures will, in every way, measure up to the 
high standards set by Charlie Chan, the Jones Family and Mr. Moto. 


3 CHARLIE CHAN PICTURES 
with WARNER OLAND 


Three more opportunities to cash in on the thrilling adventures of 
the screen’s most celebrated sleuth. Anewseries of even higher pro- 
duction standards than have marked these outstanding pictures. 


4 JONES FAMILY 


America’s best-loved family becomes bigger boxoffice with every 
release ... to such an extent, in fact, that many members of the 
“family” today have developed sufficient marquee draw to carry a 
picture individually. 20th plans to protect and enhance this draw- 
ing power during 1938-39 by even stronger story material. 


3 MR. MOTO 


The famous Saturday Evening Post detective, played by Peter 
Lorre, has already won an enviable and growing screen follow: 
ing. In line with 20th’s expansion policy, these pictures will be given 
more important casts and production strength. 


-eeand these are the new series... 


Today, the four following series are just names to you. But 20th 
Century-Fox has definite and daring plans for each of them. By next 
year, each series will be as solidly profitable as the three so firmly 
established in popularity. 


3 TRUE STORIES 

3 SPORTS DRAMAS 

3 MISS MODERN GIRL 

4 ROMANTIC ADVENTURES 


«+» Based on the life of a newsreel cameramalt ..« 


ACCENT ON LOVE 


Rapid-fire, down-to-the-minute, comedy romance dramatized from 
Paul Hervey Fox's most recent novel, “Masterpiece.” A hilarious 
expose of the fake antique racket ... and a bright young man who 
decides love, too, can be faked! Richly mounted, happily cast .<. to 
make it one of the season's boxoffice high-spots! 
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| ‘THE RITZ BROTHERS 


...im three masterpieces of musical goofery! 








Damon Runyon’s 


STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW 


A new high in nonsensicality for the rollicking Ritzes. They back 
horses, buy horses, rent horses... in this mad scramble of horseplay 
and horse-laughs. A boxoffice sweepstakes for you! 


MOONSTRUCK 


(tentative title) 


Frederick Stephani’s new story of a European princess seeing 
America incognito... which gets her into a mess of trouble! And 
then she meets three helpful singing waiters (Guess who!) From 
then on the Ritzes take charge... and the lid is off on the roaringest 
riot of laughs yet! 











THE THREE MUSKETEERS 


When Alexandre Dumas wrote this, Alex wasn't thinking of the 
Ritz Brothers! But the Ritz Brothers were thinking about him. They’re 
always thinking about their author ... and matching to see who 
plays what! But it’s your audiences that win! And when these three 
kings of nit-wittery go to town as Dumas’ swashbuckling heroes... ,, 
‘well, boys, start thinking about hold-overs! 








ELLIS ISLAND 


The first great film story of the last Gateway to Freedom—written 
from the inside. Throbbing drama of varied and colorful characters 
».. their loves and schemes... hopes and dreams...as they await 
entrance to the Land of Liberty ... mounting to one of the most, 
emotional and fascinating climaxes! 





- The DIONNE QUINTUPLETS 
in a musical 


FIVE OF A KIND 


Your most successful producers of unusual musicals give you some- 
thing sensationally different! What 20th has up its sleeves for the 
Quins to do—now that they're full-fledged entertainers—is show- 
manship triple-plus. A typical 20th top-musical cast, of course. We 
have scheduled it for one of your biggest! 








ee 





THE NIGHT BEFORE THE DIVORCE 


What a title! And the story matches it in sock! When a smart young 
detective discovers that his wife, about to divorce him, is suspected 
of murder, things happen fast. Reno and smart dude ranches form 


the locale. What pictures need to get the women this has ..-, and. 
spelled SRO! 
































ert femme 





DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK 


From Walter Edmond’s greatest story ... first a Saturday Evening 
Post serial, then a novel that headed best-seller lists for over half a 
year—and sold more than half a million copies! Drama of the up- 
per New York frontier during the Revolution... brilliantly alive with 
vivid, vigorous people caught in the sinister flame of fierce, bar- 
baric war. And threaded through it a great romantic love. Epic in 
the highest sense of the word! 


KING OF THE KHYBER RIFLES 


The celebrated novel by Talbot Mundy that sold over a million 
copies ... which tells of the unrelenting rivalry in love and war of 
two officers ... each determined to prove the superiority of his 
branch of the service against the hordes of fanatic tribesmen at- 
tacking vital Khyber Pass! The majesty of the Himalayas...and 
spectacular scenes of war... form a thrilling background for this 
tale of gallantry and romance. 


HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY 


Tumultuous, romantic adventure unparalleled in all history. The 
gripping expeniences of a giant French trader...cheated by a ras- 
cal of his own race... who went in revenge to England's king... . 
wrested for him an empire in the Canadian wilderness... won the 
love of a noble lady and lost it through a friend's treachery. Every 
moment a-throb with savage forest conflict and surging emotional 
impact. Marked for the productional scope of 20th’s very biggest! 


THE RAINS CAME 


Louis Bromfield’s sensational Cosmopolitan Magazine serial and 
new best-selling novel! Compelling drama of an Englishman who 
sought refuge from a forbidden love in a remote Far Eastern para- 
dise. How his retreat was rudely invaded... how tragedy shattered 
its tropic calm... and how the woman who had caused his exile 
came within his reach... all this told with deep sincerity and vital 
force. 20th’s plans call for a cast of top-rank importance! 


SONG OF THE ISLANDS 


In the land of the South Seas ... abode of beautiful maidens .-, . 
country of breath-taking moonlight nights and enraptured romance 
» + occurs this fascinating drama inspired by the haunting song 
which is the greeting and farewell to all travelers to Hawaii. Truly 
an unusual picture ... with every emotional mood heightened by 
melodies of the heart! 


FALLING STAR 


Written by Richard Sherman, author of “To Mary—With Love,” this 
is the most daring and soul-searing story ever written about Holly- 
wood. The experiences of a Hollywood star who, mistakenly, is be- 
lieved to have been killed... and the things he then learns about 
himself, his friends, and the women who fawned on him. A role to 
tax the talents of the most brilliant star. 20th will cast it accordingly. 
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- SHIRLEY TEMPLE 


in three boxoffice champions—two of 
them musical, the third dramatic—all 
with outstanding casts. 


LUCKY PENNY 


(tentative title) 


A story of today that makes its heart-aches seem like all the fun in 
the world ... when a little girl turns her father’s upside-down life 
right side up... just because she thinks the man in the pent-house 
upstairs is Uncle Sam with the famous chin-whiskers. A picture with 
joyous lift... glorious rhythms... sparkling new dance numbers 
...and the world’s No. 1 star! 





SUSANNAH of the MOUNTIES 


From Muriel Denison’s internationally famous book. The most com- 
pellingly thrilling and action-ful story in which Shirley has ap- 
peared ... leavened with fine romance and spiced with delightful 
comedy. Dancing specialties and musical hits round it out into one 
of Shirley’s most thoroughly entertaining hits. 


LITTLE PRINCESS 


Frances Hodgson Burnett’s immortal story of childhood... unfor-: 
gettable for its pathos, sincerity and understanding. The story of 
a little American girl, suddenly orphaned in London, and her 
strange and wonderful experiences. For its ability to capture hearts 
of all ages, this will be hailed as Shirley’s best. 


DANCE HALL 


(tentative title) 


The turbulent life of an amusement park . . . with its welter of 
shrewd, blatant, loving, fascinatingly vital people... and caught 
in their restless whirl, a humble piano player who dreams of fame. 
These, plus a dynamic musical score unique in pictures, mark this 
a truly exceptional entertainment! 


HE MARRIED HIS WIFE 


The brightest, fastest-moving and most hilarious marriage-and- 
divorce comedy ever made. A dizzy whirl of male plots and 
female counter-plots with ten laughs for every kiss—and the kisses 
come thick and fast. Remember 20th’s “Love Is News”! 


HOLD THAT CO-ED 


20th’s mastery of that essential showmanship element, surprise, is 
never better exemplified than in its football musicals.Samples: Pig- 
skin Parade,” “Life Begins in College.” This year the lid will be off 
again. And, additionally, every player on the lot will be in the pic- 
ture. To be released at the height of the football season. Watch for 
sensational announcements. 
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Executive Producer 
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HERE ARE THE MAKERS .. . 


DARRYL F. ZANUCK 


WILLIAM GOETZ 
Vice-President and Executive Assistant to Darryl F. Zanuck 


HARRY JOE BROWN 


Executive Producer 


Associate Producers Gregory Ratoft 





Irving Berlin 
Sam Engel 
Howard J. Green 
Raymond Griffith 
David Hempstead 
Jerry Hoffman 
Nunnally Johnson 
Edward Kaufman 
Kenneth Macgowan 
Gene Markey 
John Stone 


Directors 

Otto Brower 
David Butler 
Irving Cummings 
Roy Del Ruth 
Allan Dwan 

John Ford 
Eugene J. Forde 
Norman Foster 
H. Bruce Humberstone 
Henry King 
Sidney Lanfield 
Walter Lang 
Herbert I. Leeds 
George Marshall 


William A. Seiter 
Malcolm St. Clair 
Alfred Werker 


Writers 


Art Arthur 

John Balderston 
Charles S. Belden 
Edward Berkman 
Edwin Blum 

Lou Breslow 

Lew Brown 

Jerry Cady 
Robert Chapin 
Alfred Cohn 
Karen de Wolf 

S. M. Duncan 
Philip Dunne 
Kenneth Ear] 
Walter D. Edmonds 
Robert Ellis 

Don Eitlinger 
Frank Fenton 
Walter Ferris 
Sheridan Gibney 
Ray Golden 


Eleanor Harris 


Ray Harris 

Sam Hellman 
Anne Herendeen 
Ethel Hill 

Joseph Hoffman 
Brown Holmes 
Frances Hyland 
Boris Ingster 
Rian James 
Julien Josephson 
Charles Kenyon 
Curtis Kenyon 
Sid Kuller 

Fidel La Barba 
Jack Lait, Jr. 
Henry Lehrman 
Sonya Levien 
Helen Logan 

Hal Long 

Philip MacDonaid 
J. P. McEvoy 
Betty Meyer 


Vice-President in Charge of Production 


EDWARD EBELE 


Production Manager 


Maurice Rapt 
Albert Ray 

John Reinhardt 
Allen Rivkin 
Marguerite Roberts 
Lynn Root 

Kathryn Scola 
Richard Sherman 
Edith Skouras 
Howard Ellis Smith 
Milton Sperling 
Lamar Trotti 

Harry Tugend 

Karl Tunberg 
Darrell Ware 
Comadr. Frank W. Weed 
Jack Yellen 

Lester Ziffren 


Composers 





and Lyricists 


Walter Bullock 





Capt. Harry Lloyd Morris Sidney Clare 


Jane Murfin 


Morris M. Musselman 
Comdr. G. O. Noville 


Ernest Pascal 
John Patrick 


Mack Gordon 
Samuel] Pokrass 
Lew Pollack 
Harry Revel 
Harold Spina 


HERE ARE THE PLAYERS .. . 


The list following—impressive as it is—does not by any means in- 
clude all the names to appear in our 1938-39 pictures. As in previ- 
ous years, youcan count on 20th’s giving you additional established 
favorites not even hinted at in our pre-season announcement... 


and you know you can count on 20th Century-Fox’s establishing 
new favorites for you! 


Annabella 
Lynn Bari 
Phyllis Brooks 
Spring Byington 
Jane Darwell 
Joan Davis 
Alice Faye 
Gracie Fields 
Gladys George 
Sonja Henie 
Portland Hoffa 
Louise Hovick 
June Lang 


Myrna Loy 
(Courtesy of M-G-M) 


Mary Maguire 
Ethel Merman 
Edna Mae Oliver 
Simone Simon 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Gloria Stuart 
Ruth Terry 
Shirley Temple 
Claire Trevor 


Helen Westley 
Arleen Whelan 
Jane Withers 
Marjorie Weaver 
Loretta Young 

o 
Fred Allen 
Don Ameche 
George Barbier 


Freddie Bartholomew 
(Courtesy of M-G-M) 


Warner Baxter 
Tom Beck 

Dick Baldwin 

). Edward Bromberg 
John Carradine 
Eddie Cantor 
Chick Chandler 
Brian Vonlevy 
Ralph Forbes 
Richard Greene 
Jack Haley 
Jean Hersholt 
Bert Lahr 


Peter Lorre 
Herbert Marshall 
Tony Martin 

Joel McCrea 


(Courtesy of Samuel Goldwyn) 


Victor McLaglen 
George Murphy 
Warner Oland 
Reginald Owen 
Tyrone Power 
Gregory Ratoff 
William “Bill” Robinson 
Cesar Romero 
Three Ritz Brothers 
George Sanders 
Joseph Schildkraut 
Randolph Scott 


(Courtesy of Paramount) 
Raymond Scott & Quintet 
Slim Summerville 

Arthur Treacher 

Michael Whale- 


Robert Young 
(Courtesy of M-G-d® 
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HERE IS THE SHORT PRODUCT... . 


Determined on giving to its shorts the same high quality as its fea: 
tures, 20th Century-Fox will this year produce its own distinctive 
one-reel subjects under the supervision of Truman Talley. New stu- 
dios are now being built in New York for the production of these 
pictures which will be the pride of every theatre that plays them! 


6 LOWELL THOMAS’ MAGIC CARPET OF MOVIETONE 


Retaining all the photographic beauty of former Magic Carpets but, in addi- 
tion, tied up dramatically with current news. Narrated by Lowell Thomas. 


6 ED THORGERSEN’S SPORTS-PREVIEW 


To be issued every other month at the beginning of each of the major sports 
seasons... outlining in terse, dynamic terms the highlights of the season to 
come ,.. as only Ed Thorgersen can do it. 


6 LEW LEHR’S KINDERGARTEN 


A half-dozen howling subjects in which the screen's No. 1 funnyman comments 
on screw-ball events in the nation’s news. 


4 ADVENTURES OF A NEWSREEL CAMERAMAN 


One of the most successful short series ever produced. Recognized by all ex: 
hibitors for its constantly increasing box-office draw! 


4 VYVYAN DONNER’S FASHION FORECASTS 
In TECHNICOLOR. One each for Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer. A sub. 
ject that will wow the women, fascinate the men! 


—and— 


26 TERRYTOONS 


Paul Terry's famous cartoon organization will this year launch a far more 
ambitious program. At least six of the subjects in color! 


MOVIETONE NEWS 


The dramatic and complete presentation of the news has never 
been of more vital importance than today . ... when practically 
every hour brings word of events that can entirely overturn life ag 
we know it. That is why it is so important to have a world-wide ory 
ganization equipped to gather and distribute the news...in which 
department Movietone News stands unchallenged as first. This ory 
ganization ... which gave you the Panay Films and many other spe» 
cials at no extra cost to you... will continue to give you the best in 
newsreels twice each week. 








TRUMAN TALLEY 
Vice-President and Producer 
EDMUND REEK LOWELL THOMAS LEW LEHR RUSSELL | 
General Manager. News Commentator Newsettes European Direct 
ED THORGERSEN HARRY LAWRENSON VYVYAN DONNER 
Sports Commentator Foreign Editor Feminiae Worid 








THE KEYSTONE OF YOUR FUTURE 


JOSEPH M. SCHENCK SIDNEY R. KENT 
Chairman of the Board President 
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ROBIN HOOD 


(IN COLOR) 
Hollywood, April 26. 











Warner Bros. release of a First National 

x on Stars Errol Flynn and Olivia 
} f Havilland; features Basil Rathbone 
t Claude Rains. Directed by Michael 
. and William Keighley. Original 
s lay, Norman Reilly Raine and Seton 
J Miller; camera, Tony Gaudi« music, 
E h Wolfgang Korngold. At WR Holly- 
wee April 25, °’38. Running time, 104 
y ‘ 
Roebin Hood vebweeaae ba Errol Flynn 
NM Marian ...- Olivia De Havilland 
s Guy of Gisbourne...... Basil Rathbone 
} e John. errr e rs ...Claude Rains 
Will Scarlet...ccscccces ... Patrice Knowles 
¥F yo Fee Pere rT er Eugene Pallette 
J fs JOM oa cs ba cs acnncs scan nee, eee 
H i Sheriff of Nottingham. Melville Cooper 
Kir RicRard. .rv.ceces ; Ian Hunter 
I ...Una O'Connor 
Mu -the-Millet Son Herbert Mundin 
I Black Canon Montagu Love 
be I ex .Leonard Willey 
S | Tee eee yey Robert Noble 
= Kenneth Hu I 
Ss Offrey ..ecces Robert W ck 
= I win ° Colin 
Sir I SPeTTeTRULT TT Lester M s 
J fal Harry (¢ 
. of Arcl Howard Hill 
Ir 5 r 


Robin Hood and his Sherwood For- 
est who saved England 
from royal treachery during the ab- 
sence of crusading Richard the Lion- 

learted live again in films. Warners 
revives the legend with Errol Flynn 


gangsters 


in the role in which Douglas Fair- 
Banks, Sr. scored his first big suc- 
cess 17 years ago. It is cinematic 


pageantry at its best. A highly 
imaginative telling of folklore in all 
the hues of Technicolor, deserving 
handsome boxoffice returns. 

Film is done in the grand manner | 
of silent day spectacles with sweep 
and breadth of action, swordplay and 
hand-to-hand batiles between Nor- 
man and Saxon barons. Superlative 
on the production side. 

‘The Adventures of Robin Hood’ 
makes a strong bid for family trade 
and an appeal to a public which takes 
its historical bedtime stories serious- 
Jy. Robin Hood, with its naive, ro- 
mantic charm, has showmanship 
qualities in its tale of simple virtues, 
hard fighters for a righteous cause, 
and black villainy. Played with in- 
tensity by an excellent company 
of actors, an illusion of fairy 
story quality is retained throughout. 
Michae] Curtiz and William Keighley 
are credited as co-directors, the for- 
mer having picked up the story soon 
after its filming started when Keigh- 
ley was incapacitated by illness. 
There is skillful blending of their 
joint work from a screenscript writ- 
ten by Norman Reilly Raine and 
Seton I. Miller. Musical scoring is 
by Erich Wolfgang Korngold. Out- 
standing is the rainbow camera work 
of W. Howard Greene, Tony Gaudio 
and Sol Polito, who have merged 
numerous compositions and effects 
with colorful exteriors. 

Flynn makes the heroic Robin a 
fomewhat less agile savior of the 
povr than Fairbanks portrayed him, 
but the Warner version emphasizes 
the romance. Teamed again with 
Olivia de Havilland as Marion, Flynn 
is an ardent suitor and a gallant 
courtier. There are some convincing 
hisirionics by Basil Rathbone, 
Claude Rains, Patric Knowles, Eugene 
Pallette, Alan Hale and Melville 
Cooper.. Lighter moments are fur- 
nished by Una O’Connor and Her- 
bert Mundin. Montagu Love and Ian 
Hunter have less to do but do it with 
conviction. Some hundreds of extra 
players are engaged in several of 
the scenes, notably the archery tour- 
nament, the scaffolding sequence and 
the coronation passage. | 

Costuming and settings are un- 
usually brilliant and Carl Jules 
Weyl's art direction is outstanding. 
Film has size, an appeal for eye and 

“ar, and a story familiar in every 
jJand. It should register substantially 
at theatres, Flin, 


COLLEGE SWING 


Paramount release of Lewis E. 





Gensler 


Production. Features George Burns «aad 
Giacie Allen, Martha Raye, Bob Hope, 
E. E. Horten, Ben Blue, Betty Grable, 


Jackie Coogan. Directed by Raoul Walsh. 
Screenplay by Walter De Leon and Francis 
Mertin, based on an adaptation by Fred- 


erick Hazlitt Brennan of an idea by Ted 
l.csser; editor, LeRoy Stone; songs. Frank 
locsser, Burton Lane, Manning Sherwin, 
Jicagy Carmichael; musical director, Boris 
Mo-ros; dances, LeRoy Prinz; assistant 
director, toland Asher; camera, Victor 
Milner, Previewed in Projection Room 
N. Y., April 21, '88. Running time, &s2 
mons, 

CHOOTSE TOGGRs 60.666 0i400cks ..-George Burns 
COONCTE ROGGs ic sccecccsiccsees Gracie Allen 
OEE. b:6.0848%00 sd0 deeevedeses Martha Have 
oe! ee ee Pere Sob Hope 
Hubert Dash...... Edward Everett Horton 
Ginna Ashburn...... eeeee- Florence Georg 
mem WOtisséces Coceccccccsecces+s BEN Blu 
BO scesscecceuss Ceccccccecs Betty Grable 
Juckie set cocccess. .vackie Coogiuin 
Se EO eee John Payne 
J b Be earnccceseeveses Cecil Cunninch 
Roel Announcer... Robert Cummings 
Fuinmav...... .o++ BE. €&, ‘Skianay enn 
Slate Brothers, Themes 


iol) Mitchell and the St. ‘Brend: ns 


Choristers 


Ticofessor Yascha Koloski Jerry Colonr 

J Os on Fens sand Charles Trowbridge 

} «fessor Jasper Chinn.......Jerry Bercen 
Ty Pps 60666 5-04660-0%04 ... Themselys 

Grandpa AldeM..cccccccecs Tully M | 

I NPM 644250406800 Edward J. tes 

a MerrerrerT Ter Tre rere Barlowe Lor! 


‘College Swing’ is a poor musical 
On'v the youthful tempo of the sun 
tet-l and the marquee values of 
F's -»s and Allen, Martha Raye, E. F 

n, Jackie Coogan, et al.. \ 

it attention. It’s a medley of 
volde specialties, bits and number 
f ung together in not too happy 
nornrser, A good 
’ ') ‘I’-rtq Like to Love Me’’ 


set of songs. of 





| the standout, is on the positive side | 
| of the ledger. | 

Film runs 88 minutes, and plenty 
is packed into it in the way of va- 
riety numbers, but the story is one 
o’ those things. Blend of the campus 
with the 52d street idiom makes for 
weird plot results. Particularly 
when Gracie Allen, as the No. 1 
dunce, suddenly inherits a college | 
and turns it into a clambake. 


All this is background for the 
usual Burns and Allenisms. Bob 


Hope's skullduggery as the manager, 
Horton’s typed timidity with femmes, | 
Ben Blue’s Knockabout comedy as 
the pseudo-gym instructor, the stand- 


ard mayhem by the Slate Bros., ! 
Jerry Colonna and Jerry Bergen in 
two hoke bits, and Martha Raye’s 
familiar ‘o-boy’ style of clowning, 
are intermittenly effective, Florence 
George and. ohn Pavne evide nce 


ialities in the ingenue and 
ignments; Betty Grable does 
ual soubret; Jackie Coogan’s 
contribution is less a bit, 
t are al 


Of the new faces, besides 
" 


more or 


So-Tran 


: Tes 
Florence 


George and Payne, E. C. (Skinnay) 
Ennis, alumnus of the Hal Kemp 
band where he was the vocalist, is 
to the fore with vocal interludes. 


Slates, likewise new to filmusicals, 
although standard in vaude, will per- 
force be likened to the Ritzes, the 


Yachters and the Stooges, their stuff 
being a medley of all these type 


+ryrr 
tl s 


Of the comedy, it’s a pot pourri of 


evervthing from the hokum mul- 
lication and subdivision business 
to reprise of the English-infiected 


thenk-ya!’ type of rt gag In 


inning 


between, Gracie Allen rings in an 
Irish reel, which about tops every- 
thing. Ben Blue’s comedy is prin- 


cipally f 
calisthen 


along the lines of anemic 
ics in the gym sequence. 


The titular ‘College Swing’ con-} 
stitutes the highlight staging by Le- 
Roy Prinz, of which the peckin’ | 


motif is the basis. ‘What a Rhumba 
Does to Romance’ is the finale num- 
ber, and a likely terp tune. Besides | 
the above-mentioned—and of course | 
‘How’ ja Like to Love Me?’, which is 
already well in the air—a ballad, ‘I 
Fall in Love With You Every Day’ 
has potentialities. 

Film opens in 1738, around an old 


New England schoolroom setting, 
with one of the pupils going into a} 
scat version of ‘The Old School Bell,’ 


which is the hymnal chant by the 
St. Brendans choir. Master asks the 
pupil his name, and he says, Benny 
Goodman. Whereupon Horton, as the | 
teacher, opines that nothing good 
will ever come of that type of sing- 
ing. Before the action segues from 
1738 to the present, some 10 minutes 
elapse, which is too much for the 
primary objective. Abel. 


STOLEN HEAVEN 


| 
SONGS) 








(WITH 
P nt prod tion and release. Stars | 
( d and Olympe Bradna, fea- 
tures i Fe ll. Lewis Stone. Directed 
Andrew I... Stone. Story, Andrew L, 
s i ! Eve Greene and Fred- 
f k J rson: editor, Doane Harrison; 
photography William Mell song, Frank 
Lor ‘+r and Manning Sherwin, Reviewed | 
in Projection Room, N. Y., April 22, ‘38. 
Running time, 88 mins, 
Carl. .ccccsscecccvcetescecs Gene Raymond 
Steffi. ..ccccccvcccsccccccess Olympe Kradna 
Rita. ..-ccccsccses bs beenenees Glenda Farrell 
LAUSOUEL, 66 6nssesasevessaceses Lewis Stone 
VOR. ct cosvotes 666006E0496 006605 Porter Hall 
KLngmMan..cocccscceces Douglass Dumbrille 
DOUG. 656006644 eoebcbbataseene Joseph Sawyer 
EACSCHON, cocessccdocecsereccecs Esther Dale 
Hut be sbesoceccesccccsosecd Charles Judels 
Lubert..e.e. o0tneseve Ferdinand Gottschalk 
POIGSIC. ccccovercvescesesase Charles Halton 
Wenzel. ...0. eT CULT errr tert Reach 
RIOCEIION: «so 00 5:04500600500055.5.5 0a eee 
Burgomaster. sees. panes ..Horace Murphy 
Different and refreshing, ‘Stolen 
Heaven’ is pleasing entertainment all 
the way, the kind of a production 
that deserves to do considerably bet- 
ter than average in the domestic | 
market and abroad as well. It will} 
boost the stock of both Olympe|} 


Bradna, Par'’s young star, and Gene | 
Raymond, as well as the director, | 
Andrew L, Stone. The original, on 
which Eve Greene and Frederick 
Jackson's adaptation is based, was 
written by Stone. 

His story, while basically no gem 
as to plot or situations, obtains extra 
values in the writing and the piloting | 
of the yarn. Plot is actually quite 
thin, yet it very competently holds | 
the attention for a stretch of 88 min- | 
utes as performed by the capable cast | 
that was chosen. Everything is built | 
around a group of clever jewel | 
thieves, two of whom (Bradna and | 


Raymond? are innocently harbored | 
by an old, broken-down concert 
pianist until the law finally ferrets 


them out. It is a queer story in many 
Ways but manages very well to avoid 
being disconcerting except on a 
couple minor occasions, notably when 


Miss Bradna goes softie for Lewis 
Stone, the pianist. 
The former Paderewski. through 


on the concert stage because he’s lost 
his touch, stages a comeback through 
the faith Miss Bredna and others 
falsely build for him. 
this connection is little bit illogical 
but it doesn't detract from the enter- 
tainment values obtained by Stone 
ind his players. 
Different, with this picture, 
that it employs the music of sev- 
1 immortals. including Wagner. 
Moskowski, Chopin, Grieg and 
as background for scenes 
Stone. Miss Bradna singing the 


also, 


odies of some of the numbers 
chose) Up ahead, on the opening. 
M Bradna, Gene Raymond and 
others do a_ specially-written song 


‘Boys in the Band,’ as atmosphere for 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Rebin Hood’ (WB). Film 
pageantry at its best. Rates 
handsome b.o. returns. 

‘College Swing’ (Par). Medi- 


ocre filmusical with Burns and 


Allen, Martha Raye, Horton, 
Blue, et al. 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par). En- 


tertaining anc well-made melo 
that boosts the stock of Olympe 
Bradna and Gene Raymond. 

‘Docter Rhythm’ (Par). En- 
tertaining filmusical starring 
Bing Crosby. 


‘Four Men and a Prayer’ 
(20th. Melodrama with a bet- 
ter cast than story. Average 


boxoffice 


‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th). 











| leaving theatres. 


Note struck in |! 


reunion. Crosby, a successful phy- 
sician; Andy Devine, a patrolman; 
| Sterling Holloway, ice cream sales- 
| man, and Rufe Davis, zoo keeper, do 
ithe celebrating. In the more sober 
moments of the morning after, Cros- 
by takes Devine’s assignment to act 
jas bodyguard for a young society 
/woman. Thus the romantic angle 
}and introduction of Mary Carlisle's 
| fragile blonde beauty. 

| Story winds up with a policeman’s 
benefit show under Miss Lillie’: 
|sponsorship. This is the setting for 
'a rowdy and quite funny operetta 
| burlesque, entitled ‘Only a Gypsy 


i Knows,’ which has its moments of 
| high hilarity. 

Supporting parts are taken by 
Laura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, 
Harry Stubbs and Franklin Pang- 
born. 

‘Dr. Rhythm’ will keep Crorpy at 


his present high box-office rating. 
lin. 


Rowdy comedy in a Legion Four Men and a Prayer 
convention background Hollywood, April 26 
‘Accidents Will Happen’ ®th-Fox release of Kennet lacGowar 
(WB). Insurance fraud story, ry med — — LM 
clipped from newspaper head- Aubrey Smith screen} by R 
lines. Unimpressive programer. Sherman, Sonya Levien and Walter Fei 
ris; from novel t Day Garth; « 
‘Hideout in the Alps’ (GN). Ernest Palmer; editor, Louis 1 e 
Okay supporting film, offering en! cede ae a ae ene 
something different, a_ ski- ims win res sniihaities 
chase between cops and crooks. 1.3 DN. +++ J a Youn 
Loe Sy eskpenieeieiaiee Geo ders 
hri 1) 1 
a beer garden sequence. The piano- | lLeich tie Ta eiae ‘ eae h 
playing by Stone is probably dubbed; Port J. Edward J re 
there is considerable of it. eco ny Ms 
Miss Bradna, now 19, becomeS &@!/fWarnoy................... Hale 
star with ‘Stolen Heaven.’ She was|! land I 
previously featured in ‘Train From | Cherrington.......+seee. I on ' hl 
Madrid’ and ‘Souls at Sea’ by Par, | yureabay, --vctreceesess wig Pci pg 
which found her at the French| piper................... Ce Cu “< 
Casino, New York nitery, more than | Mullins Frank Db n 
a year ago. She has loads of per-| 1" - teen eee e teen eeees ‘or tton 
sonality and her chances for front- | pofence Attorne Sauk Baker 
line importance are excellent. Gene} Prosecuting Attornes ..... William Stack 








Raymond also does a swell job as the 
brains of the jewel mob figuring in 


this case. Miss Bradna has some 
dancing chores, including an _ inci- 
dental toe dance while a Viennese 
waltz is being sung. In one brief 


scene she has a gardener singing a 
Moskowski number with her. 

Stone. proves a nice fit for the part 
of the old pianist, while Glenda Far- | 
rell and Porter Hall are excellent 
types as gem thieves. Others in the 
supporting cast, all turning in fine 
performances, include Douglas Dum- 
brille, Esther Dale, Charles Judels, | 
Joseph Sawyer and Ferdinand Gott- 
schalk. The photography. by William 
Mellor, is excellent, a wild car chase 
being outstandingly shot. Char. 


DR. RHYTHM 


Hollywood, April 26. 















| drama, 





coos We sete Hall 

TrreT Titre r eer eT -- Lionel Pay 
.. Brandon Furs 

-s..John Spacey, C. Montague Ww 


With a top director and an excel- 


| lent cast of players, ‘Four Men and a 


Prayer’ starts out as exciting melo- 
promising interesting ro- 


mantic and adventurous angles. It 


|finishes as a piece of disappointing 


entertainment. Box office response 
probably will be below average, de- 
spite the name values of a strong 
player list, which includes Loretta 
Young, Richard Greene (personable 


|juvenile recently imported from 
|Londen), George Sanders. David 
Niven, C. Aubrey Smith. Reginald 


Denny, Alan Hale and others. 
Story is about munition manufac- 





¢ mount 7 Si minuel Cohen’s 

ht ry for Major P ts Stars Bing | turers, filibusters and international 

re M Be: e Lillle;;connivers. The action skips from 
Heures Andy Devine, mute pavis. cure | continent to continent with the ease 
by Frank Tuttle. Screenplay by Jo Swerl- | Of short-wave broadcasting. India, 
ing and Richard Connel, based on ‘The} London, South America, Egypt and 
Budge of Policeman O’Roon,’ by O. Henry; | Washington figure as backgrounds 
OO nde alvecinn  teceee Biull: came, | Production values are good and the 
John Burke and James V. 3 o: orches- | film bears the mark of liberal ex- 
trations, John Scott Trotter; dances, Jack | penditure. It seems to have evervy- 
Crost as ociate producer, Het ert % lesie ; | thing except a convincing story. 
camera, Charles I. ig asst, director, Rus- | oe . - . 2 
sell Matthews, Previewed at Paramount, | ocreenscript was written by Richard 
L. A., April v2, 38; running time, 80 mins. | Sherman, Sonya Levien and Walter 
Dr. Remsen. setts eeeeeees ig Crosby | Ferris from a novel by David Garth. 
+ saa Taedad Wake deemeees ins po Four sons of a British army officer. 
Patrolman O’Roon...........0¢ Andy Devine | Who is dishonorably discharged from 
ere eet rer ree ......Rufe Davis|the service and subsequently mur- 
Mrs. Twombling........ Laura Hope Crews! dered, set out to clear his name and 
eee Ga. TROP. 600686064 08650:0 Fred Weating : . mS 
Inspector Bryce.......... “John Hamilton | record. Their chase to all corners of 
Luke Soca Ve ahead es Sterling Holloway | the world might have been tense 
Otis Eaton........00.-. llenry Wadsworth | and thrilling if fhe audience knew 
si Stanchfie Gesececece l ranklin- Pangborn more details of the cause for his un- 
Mr. Martingale..............-Harold ‘Minjir | © “ , ; Psa a 
Mr. Coldwater.......+ ..... William Austin | Just disgrace. With several story 
Caseatte. 5.5 seteeeeeeesss-Gino Corrado | threads moving simultaneously, with 
hoes ae pateanlaenenie maapeta Lowerk’-4 ae characters using transatlantic phone 
SIONS: ci cdusscinsstercad Charles Moore connections to report clues, the film 


After several previous tries in Hol- | 
lywood films, Beatrice Lillie finally | 
cuts loose with 


her exaggerated | 
characterizations 


and satiric non-|} 


sense, and as a result ‘Dr. Rhythm,’ | 


in which she is co-starred with Bing 
Crosby and Mary Carlisle, will get 
heavy first run bookings this spring. 
There is good marquee display in the 


| title and top names, and customers 


will spread favorable comment after 
This film should do 
nice business. 

‘On the Sentimental Side,’ one of 
five songs by John Burke and James 


V. Monaco. looms the likeliest, along | 


with ‘My Heart Is Taking Lessons.’ 


Although the film lapses into con- | 


ventional revue pattern before the 
finish, which weakens it consider- 
ably, it carries a farcical thread of | 


plot suggested by O. 
story, ‘The Badge of Policeman 
O’Roon.” Jo Swerling and Richard 
Connell wrote the screenscript, and 
apparently tried zealously to retain 
continuity. Once Miss Lillie starts 
to cavort and opens up with her now 
standard ‘Double Damask Napkin’ 
skit, which is used as a running gag, 
the troubles of Officer O'’Roon are 
likely to be forgotten. 

Filmusical was made by Emanuel 
Cohen under his Paramount releas- 
ing contract, recently 
Frank Tuttle. who directed ‘Waikiki 
Wedding. 
to have 
|croner’s films. 
land then 
to show her 


Henry’s short 


Castine of Miss Lillie. 


siuff. even if much of it 
is familiar material which she has 
used on the stage and over the air, i 
;smoart showmanship. 

| Opening scenes are laid in 
of Public 


;meet at 


School No. 43 


midnight for 


s07 


Brooklyn 
their annual 


| them 


terminated. | 


with Crosby starred, seems | 
the right combination on the | 


giving her the opportunity | 


the | 


| Central Park zoo. where four alumni 


is geared to episodic pace and is dis- | 


concertingly jumpy. There are so 
many extraneous by-plots ‘some of 
introduced late in the film) 
that the main issue of who killed 
General Leigh and why is frequently 
lost sight of. As a mystery it be- 
comes mystifving. 

| C. Aubrey Smith is the army of- 
| ficer who is betrayed by subordinates 
iand murdered by agents for a muni- 
tion firm. 
Sanders, Niven, William Henry and 
the newcomer, Richard Greene. Last 
named is a good-appearing youth of 
the Robert Taylor-Tyrone Power 
type. He is capable in comedy. and 
his romantic scenes with Miss Young 
are well played. He has bright pros- 


pects under his new Hollywood 
aeris. 
Ford handles individual scenes 


with skill. but the pace of the film is 
so uneven, ranging from melodrama 
to farce. that the general effect at 
times is bewildering. Expert editing 
might further straichten out some of 
the story shortcomings. 

Smaller standouts are done bv J 
|Edward Bromberg. John Carradine. 
Alan Hale and Reginald Dennv. who 
plays a suave heavy. Barrv Fit 


.ger- 


jald would be funnier if he would 
eneak more distinetly. 3erton 
Churchill gets some humor from a 


villain role. Nevin is the best in the 
| cast. Flin. 


LUISE SQUIRE IN PIX 
Hollywood, April 26. 

Progressive Pictures has signed 
Luise Squire for a series of pictures 
She initials her contract in ‘Scanda! 
House,’ playing the role of the gym 
instructor. 
She is 

radio. 


the newest recruit from 


; 


The sons are played by! 


— 


| Battle of Broadway 


(WITH SONGS) 


2fth-Fox release of Sol B. Wurtze)} Proe 


duc n, Features Victor McLagien, Brian 
Donlevy, Louise Hovick. Directed py 
George Marshall, Stery, Norman Houston: 
laptation, Lou Breslow and John Parté 
rick: songs, Sidney Clare and Harry Akst: 
Vit . 


r. Jack Murray; photography, Barney 
MeGill At Rivoli, N. Y.. week April 23 
SS. Running time, 84 mins. 
Rig Ben Wheeler......... Victor Mx Laxlen 
WV OMe 646406043454046 Brian Donlevy 

FT POETS oer EP ere err. Louise Hovick 
: sundy Serre --Raymond Walburn 
teeeeeeeeeeceee+s- LYNN Bari 

tox seeecesss.-dane Darwell 

Jack Es 65K 64d tdeaeeses Robert Kellard 
. Cohen 

PEGs Ceaweeeade ree re Esther Muir 
6660 0000080606660060% Eddie 
Cteceecesees Hattie M 
Paul 
...- Frank 
conan ee Andrew 
Last fall’s American de- 
n New York provides a fresh 
background for of the Quirt- 
Flagg shenanigans in Sol Wurtzel’s 
aptly-titled programer, ‘Battle of 
late spring release 


Holden 
Daniel 
Irving 
M« ran 
Tombeg 


Legion 


more 


> ’ 
Broadway,’ a that 
roadaway, a nat 


ht to do fairly well generally. It 
vdy, good-natured fun, stretched 
than it should have 
been, but withal entertaining enough 


a little more 


for satisfaction. 
The running time is 84 minutes, 
with the second half slowing up 


somewhat after a fine pace to about 
the middle. In the editing, Jack 
Murray could easily have scissored 
out 10 minutes or so in the second 
half for improvement. 

One of the disappointments is the 
failure of producer Wurtzel or his 
airector, 


George Marshall, to make 
more use of Sammy Cohen, who 
parkles whenever he is on. He's 


almost forgotten after the half-way 
mark. Camera concentrates heavily, 
on Victor McLaglen and Brian Don- 
levy. the Quirt-Flagg combination 
of the story. Raymond Walburn is 
the Babbitt steel man from Penn- 
sylvania who, in trying to break up 
his son’s romance with a showgirl, 


falls for Louise Hovick, nitery 
singer, himself. A somewhat false 
note is struck when the script takes 


this romance too seriously, Miss Ho- 
vick not being the type to daffy over 
one such as Waiburn plays. The sce- 
nario job otherwise is very capable, 
the dialog especially above average, 

A good deal of socking and roughs- 
house figures, the script in that con- 
nection authentically reflecting the 
‘pattle of Broadway’ that the Legion 
convention brought. Shots of the 
actual parade are cut in for the fin- 
ish. 

Two specially-written songs figure, 
‘Legionnaires’ and ‘Daughter of Made- 


moiselle.” McLaglen and Donlevy 
lead a Legion bunch in singing 


‘Legionnaires,’ Miss Hovick featuring 

the other number as part of the 
ght club sequence in which she ape 

pears. Both listen fairly. Char. 


CALL OF THE YUKON 


public release of Armand Schaefer 
tion. Features Richard Arlen, Beve 

rl Rolerts, Lyle Talbot. Directed by B, 
Reeves Eason, Sereenplay, Gertrude Orr 
nd William Barlett from ‘Swift Lightning,” 
by Jeomes Oliver Curwood; cameraman, 
Ernest Miller. Reviewed in Projection 
Run N, Y., April 21, '38, Running time, 


00000 0008R40060 00088 Richard Arlen 
PCAN . 0 600605000 65sseesbeces severly Roberts 
FAUBZO.. 2.040 coc ereecccccerseess Lyle Talbot 
Olee John..... 66046064666600606606000600RRED 
CORMOT. «6 20040ee eecscccoccocess Caarry Owen 
’Malley.....0. 6666666096066 006% Ivan Miller 
Topek. rege sy ert rerreriye wer | 
Swede Trapper cocccccco mmory Parnell 
Watchman ....cercccccccccccceses silly Dooley 
Pe: Peers yr yee ee ee ree Al St. John 
WNT. 65 chasis ceeeerbesevensd Anthony Hughes 
Kmudka....ccccccccscccesee Nina Campana 


This combo animal and adventure 
epic is a little too much to jumble 
into one film. However, it does 
come out fairly clear if unconvinc- 
ing. Has added aid of mild draws 
Richard Arlen and Lyle Talbot, and 
exploitable angles in wild dogs (for 


the juves). Will have no trouble on 
the lower deck of dual depots. 

Cast namers do not seem very 
happy with what they are doing and 
filin suffers a little from that. Things 
are stretched to the breaking point 
for all but kids who won't mind seat+ 
participation in the unbelievable 
happenings. Pursued by a pack, in- 
undated by  snowslides, nearly 
drowned, starved, embattled against 
the elements of rain, ice crushes, fall- 
ing timber plus fistic battles between 
men for a maid, and all come out in 
the clear. Love parallels between 
the human leads and the two hounds, 
as part of the theme. Catch? , 

Arlen finally pursuades girl writer 
to exit a deserted Eskimo village 
when all other signs of life have left 
and only wolves remain. En route 
to civilization they encounter every 
known and also unknown obstacle 
during which time she falls for Arlen 
who kills everything that walks or 
crawls on_ slightest provocation. 
After the rescue by still another ad- 
mirer (Talbot), Arlen nearly kills 
him in the primitive manner and 
temporarily loses gal. At same time 
a stray collie, which has followed 
them from the wastes, deserts the 
halt-wolf she befriended for Talbots 
mortiff, but all go back to their first 
loves for finale. 

Collection of animals and their 
tricks will undoubtedly delight kics. 
Girl totes two cub bears and a talk- 
ing raven besides the collie. Beers 
are always in trouble and once 11 


fi. ght from hungry wolves. 
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Accidents Will Happen | £2mund Willard, Jerry Verno and 

| Vernon Harris. 

Warner Bros. production and release.| Photography by James Wong Howe | 
Features Ronald Reagan, Gloria Blondel}, | ; } 
Pick Purcell, Sheila Bromley, Directed by 
William Clemens. Screenplay, George 
Bricker, Anthony Coldeway; story, George 


Bricker; William O’Connell. At 


eamera, L. 


| scenes aboard ship. 


strand, N. Y., week April 23, ‘38, tune 
ning time, 60 mins. | 
Fric GregZ..ceeees escoeees. Ronald Reagan | 
Patricia Carmody....eeeee-sGloria Blondel! 
Jim Faber. .ceccces aéseedeetens an Parcel 
Nona Gregge....ccceece eeeee Sheila Bromley 
Filair Thurston........+-.Addison Richards 
John Oldham...ee- wre TT cr Hugh O'Connell 
Mary Tarlton Cocensrreeeocecd Janet Shaw 
Burley Thorne.....ee- eocecee Elliot Sullivan 
DawsOM..e-coecccvece -+..-Anderson Lawlor 
Byels. ccccccccecessoeseses +».spec O'Donnell 
Niwwimick.cccccccceces etseece Kenneth Harlan 
TDOraey.ccocccccccccccccccccecs Don Barclay 
1? FP'arif. ccccccccccccrcesecvess Karl Dwire | 
}o »oeé¢eeMax Hoffman, Jr 
COSZIOVE.seccccerrevscccseccces John Butler 





This is an unsuccessful attempt to 


cash in on the news headlines. It’s 
a story about insurance frauds, but 
rates as just another dualer. 


A vouthful insurance adjuster, who 
has more ideals than business acumen, 


is wed to a chiseler. And so, with 
this twist, the plot spreads to the 
point where the wife, wanting a 


fancy life, crosses the husband, just 
as he is investigating a gang of in- 
surance crooks. The wife falls in 
with the phoney accident crowd 
through a bad loan and then walks 
out on the husband. That throws 
him for a loss and ditto his job. But 
the cigar stand girl (Gloria 
dell) likes him. With unseen assist- 
ance from the law they finally bring 
the crooks to justice. The cast does 
a pretty good job, the direction is 
good, but the action stuff is not par- 
ticularly impressive. 


Gloria Blondell, sister of Joan 
Blondell, impresses here. Sheila 
Bromley satisfies, too, but the men 
excel the femmes, without excep- 
tion Shan, 


TROOPSHIP 


(BRITISH MADE) 
Trnited Artists release of 
Korda-ttrich Pommer production, 


Alexander 
Features 


] | Banks, Flora Banks, Sebastian Shaw 
and Patricia Hilliard, Directed by Tim 
Whelatr Original story by Wolfgang Wil- 
helm: dialog. lan Hay; musical score, Rich- 
ard Addinsell; musie director, Muir Math- 
jeson: editor, Jack Dennis} camera, James 
Wong Howe and Hans Schneeberger; pro- 
duction manager, W. H. Burnside At Li'- 
tla Carnegie, N. Y week April 29, ’3S. 
Tiunning time, 82 mins, 

Col. Bilaif..cwccccccavcoceesscs Leslie Banks 
BEtG, Bet «0.0643 664506045 8b840 Flora Robson 
Cant, MOeG.s. cccnseceesiaes Sebastian Shaw 
Ann BWerrison, 20006040666 Patricia Hilliard 
Roddy Hammond....... ..-Anthony Bushell 
Klsie Wainwright... ccccccccccces Rene Ray 
Simm CATIEP. cccccedccsccseaes Robert Newton 
Juady JOAN. ccoccccesscccocces Lenora Corbett 
Tt POO ..6-ceenddedsckseues J. H. Roberts 
Maser BWOVIO. ccccciceseses Eliot Makeham 
Dire. BSWAYV1O. cccccccccecceces maurtita Hunt 
Smith..... -idncct0seeedonn Robert Cochran 
Serméeant Browse. .cecsccccces Edward I.exy 
Mra. Brough coacvoscoceceeumre O Neil 
Set. Major Billings..........- Wally Patch 
Bera: PUMOSS. cccccvcecs ..Margaret Moffatt 
lily Toft rrr. .Gertrude Musgrove 
Corporal Warich.«sccccecsseceerr Billy Shine 
Bu RP v0.60 0:66006:06006.0666 60006560 Alf Godard 
Mra. Balger..ccocecessnes ...-Edie Martin 
WPIUOTS ccadecsegenesendees Edmund Willard 
M yore Seer eee eee eee eee ee eee Ph 1 Rav 
Me. WAGOVO sc cccéucivecs P Janet Burnel) 
Judd $6 666690800060008% Jerry Verno 
PC INOE. bc ockaedeosbeeeee John T.aurie 
a See Pe ee ee Pe re Vernon Harris 


‘Troopship,’ with all the bangles, 
martial music, joys and tribulations 
of a military story, just misses land- 


Blon- | 


| Miss 
| the romance it takes two forged love 


} 
| 


| all 


| They 


j}and Hans Schneeberger is topnotch 


throughout. Producers have given 
the film all the mounting possible, 
considering the large number of 


Best chance the exhibitor has with 
the film is to stress its melodramatic 
angle. Wear, 





HIDEOUT IN THE ALPS 


(BRITISH MADE) 





Grand National release of Julius Hagen 
production ‘eatures Jane Baxter, Anthony | 
Bushell. Directed by Bernard Vorhaus, | 
From play by Neil Grant; add nal ilog, | 
Paul Hervey Fox; came Curt Courant, 
Kurt Newbert, Otto Martie At Central 
Ww, ¥ we April 22 5 Ru § time, 
14 1 

‘ J Pax 

| 4 DS i 

J i kK 1 
Vl I Mi I r I 
hie = 
M he \ ) irt 

l Ix Natie Jol n 
i I? A 2 Y 

" k AY 
i 5 Hal Gordon 

Nice, gentle, matter-of-fact ‘British 


picture, about counterfeiters and 
Scotland Yard, offering something 
different, such as a ski-chase by cops 
and robbers over snow slopes. That's 
the punch of the picture. A 
factory supporting type of picture for 
the U.S. 


satis- 


market. 


Counterfeiters make their head- 
quarters in an Alps sports hotel, 
Jane Baxter, a looker, is the niece 


of a convicted forger and sister of a 
counterfeiter. Anthony Bushell. who 
used to perform in Hollywood, is the 
police inspector who falls for her. 
She's a right nice young lady, so it’s 
okay Bushell is good looking, but 
makes an awful cop. | 

When Bushell and Miss Baxter are 
finally up against it with the coun- 


terfeit gang, the weakling brother 
hops down a rope from an aerial 
tram to save them. <A_ snowslide 


happens along to adjust everything. 
The brother and the gang perish in 
the avalanche, and Bushell wins 
Baxter. As a funny twist to 


notes to bring Bushell and Miss Bax- 


ter together. Her uncle does that 
trick. Its’ a neat angle, for a fade-| 
out 


The humor in the picture is of the 
British kind — not too hilarious, but 
still tickling. And the crooks are 
all gentlemen, or nearly. Every- 
thing and everybody is quite digni- 
fied, and the Britishers have poured | 
just about everything into this pic- 
ture but what actually spells a good 
picture. 

Bushell 


is the only cast name at 
familiar in the U. S. Rest are 
foreign, but okay. Their speech at 
times is unintelligible. Outdoor 
backgrounds are colorful and inter- 
esting. 

Ronald Squire as the girl’s uncle, | 
a forger, is quite the complacent 
Enslish crook. And he serves his task 
well and sympathetically. Ought to 
be in Hollywood, and Miss Baxter, too. 
are two worthies. That chap 


| who plays the role of boss insnector 


ing in the port of good ole box office. | 


As a first-rate melodrama concerning 
the lives of a typical British regi- 
ment, without a single shot being 


fired, it is a picture filled with color- | 


ful moments. In the final sequences, 
when the troops have to climb back 
on their ship after only six hours in 
port, it is a genuine tear-jerker. But 
it has no marquee values for the 
U.S. market. 

The Pommer-Korda production is 
strongest in its spectacle scenes, such 
as the noisy greeting to the troop- 
ship at Southampton, the gladsome 
reunions and again as the entire reg- 
iment bids farewell to the home port. 
Director Tim Whelan, however, has 
used unerring skill in following the 
five principal characters and in in- 
jecting typical banter episodes among 
the Tommies. 

Entire plot hinges on the urge of 
one British regiment to get home 
atter five years in foreign service: 
their outspoken disappointment over 
being ordered back into 
trouble zone after a few hours in 
England, and the surge of loyalty as 
soldiers 


comes first. The devotion of the col- 


another | . 
| islanders, 


are told that the country | 
| Juck, 


onel to his ailing wife; the romance | 


between a young captain and shiv 
nurse, and the love affair of a non- 
com for a flighty shopgirl that nearly 
ends in tragedy. have been nicely 
etched without the customary Brit- 
ish habit of going overboard. 

Leslie Banks supplies a dignified 
portraval of the colonel who is forced 
to leave his wife behind. The wife 
is effectively done by 
Survrise contribution is the invig- 
erating performance of Sebastian 
Shaw as the romantic captain, while 
Patricia Hilliard, in the nurse role. 
is evenly balanced between the vi- 
vacious and sincere. 

Anthonv Bushell, as a rival for the 
captain’s fiancee. is on for only a bt 
Leonora Corbett is well cast as Lady 


Joan, the girl the captain left be- 
hind. There are a number of other 
doit characterizations ineludin® 
those hv Robert Newton. Edward 
Lexy, Robert Cochran, Wally Patch, 


Flora Robson. | 


is more the banker type, and Arthur 
Macrae, as the brother, performs un- 
derstandingly. He's a good charac- 
ter actor. 

Direction is good and camera work 
expert. Shan. 


ZAMBOANGA 


National re of Tait-Harris 
Native cust, Direeted by Edu- 
camera, William H, Jane 
yuis KR. Morse; ed Ralph 
music, Dr Edward Kilenyi. At 
Lincoln, Running time, 65 mins, 


Grand 
production 
irdo de © 
sen: sound, Le 
Dixon; 
Varsity, 


lease 


istro 


Wor 


Pacific islands have been gone | 
over with a fine-toothed comb up to | 


| house’s best clients. 


|learns the banker 


| for 


DARK EYES 


(Otchi Tchornia’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Frank Kassler release of Milo Films pro- 
duction. Stars Simone Simon, Harry Baur; 
features Jean-Pierre Aumont, Jean Marx. 


Written 
lialog by 


and directed by V. 
Jacques Natanson 


Tourjansky; 
and Jean Fey- 


_REVIEWS 


VARIETY 23 








day; music, Michel Levine: camera, Thir- | 
ard; sets, Pimenoff. At 55th St, Plavhouse, 
N. Y¥., week April 15, '38. Running time, 
80 mins 
VOM. PEIOS . 6 kcciccesi Ha r Bau 
Pi . an a= cae ees os s yne Simon 
RUN . ceca nsevdess Jean-Pierr Aumont 
Rowudine......e- Er Ree ..Jean Max 
And Dubos Jeanne Brindeau, Viviane 
Romance, Claude Lehman, Maxudian and 


Paulais, 


—___ 


(In French, with English Titles) 


Around a simple boy loses girl 
story, V. Tourjansky has woven a 
piciure of agreeable charm. directed 


by him with 
cause of it 
click with 


high sensitivity. Be 
artistry, it’s sure to be a 
the 


intelligentsia, and in 
its present quarters ought to do an 
impressive business for a _ foreign 


film. While unlikely perhaps to find 
too much sympathy from bluenose 
containing as it does a 
course in amorous 
aphrodisaiacs), picture is excellent 
light entertainment which is _ pro- 
duced along quality standards 
Simone Simon is the flirtatious 
adolescent minx who gets enmeshed 
vith a random opera acquaintance 
Jean Max, banker and wealthy mid- 
dle-aged roue. To meet him she 
waits until governess is asleep 


continental 
technique (with 


her 


}and then joins him in a fashionable 


| Moscow restaurant Here he takes 
her into a private salon where he 
dines and wines her, and all but car- 
ries through a seduction par excel- 
lence. Simon’s rescuer is not het 
young admirer, seen earlier in the 
film, but her father who, unknown 
to her, is the headwaiter in the ultra 


restaurant. Situation is further com- 
plicated by the fact that the banker 
and would-be seducer is one of the 
At first Simone 
infuriated at her 
but when she 
wanted to settle 
roubles, and when 
father’s reasons are clarified. all is 
forgiven. The evening becomes an 
incident chalked up to growing pains 
and resulting in better mutual un- 
derstanding between the two. Boy 
gets girl shortly after and Simone 
ends in the arms of her doting and 
young music teacher (Aumont). 


and 
deception, 


is humiliated 
father’s 


for 50,000 


Although there are times when the | 


film shifts over abruptly and when 
the camera work, although good, 
could have been better, the film has 
for the most part great enchantment. 
Both the start and ending might be 
cut to advantage. Harrv Baur plays 
two distinct roles. As the waiter he 
is the absolute model for any class 
spot. In his home life he is another 
character, a polished elderly gentle- 
man and the doting father of a 
daughte~ whom he seeks to bring up 
aristocratically. 

Simone Simon, fn her last picture 
before trekking to 20th-Fox. sustains 


| profession 
i least one person, Servigny, the man | 


her | 








starred, is the dark, diminutive, sen- 
sitive-faced Ruth Hellberg. To the 
part of Yvette, the convent-bred girl, 


she brings youth, looks and acting} 


ability. Kaethe Dorsch, as 
mother, but more as the woman of 
2asy virtue, gives a really great per- 
formance. For the first time on the 


her | 


screen, part and photography do jus- | 


tice to the Dorsch ability, and the 


result is amazing. -With suave pleas- | 


antness Johannes Riemann takes the 
sting from his part as the man of the 
world who believes only in bought 
love. Yvette’s attempt at suicide 
when she discovers her mother’s real 
makes a convert of at 


she loves, played with a warm sym- 
pathy by the comely Albert Matter- 
stock. 

Neatly filed dialog that caught the 
spirit of the French original. makes 
1 ho ry by Guy de Maupas- 
sant a rking film seript except for 
the ending. which iust misses being 
maudlin Franz Weihmayr has ac- 
complished minor wonders with his 





lens especially in the suicide 
Visions Frills and furb low two 
characteristic sones for the Dorsch 
by Milde-M ner, sets and novel 
ound effects label this film an 
outstanding product of this venr's 


vintage. Trask. 


A DONTO PILLANAT 


(‘The Crucial Moment’) 
(IUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, April 18 


Haniza-K ner-\ 

ind 2 i t 8) 1 by l.a ) 

Vat i lanoa B \ 
n I Zs ) i M liunnia 

Stu 2 , , 

} 1 Pa Klari Tole 

( r J \r it P 

MUS. chic ceea adeeeeeeaees Juliu Kabos 

| r ! Io Ajta 

Sandor I 1 Mila i! 


(In Hungarian) 
On a far higher artistic level than 
most Hungarian pictures, ‘Crucial 


Moment’ shows what an able director | 
and a skillful writer can do if per-| 


mitted to work without interference 
from financial backers. This is a co- 
operative venture, with Vajda, the 
director, exercising sole 


authority, | 


and the result is highly satisfactory. | 


Story deals with a young acting 
coursJle who have been touring the 
provinces without an opportunity to 
make names for themselves. 


Hus- | 


bana finally gets a chance to replace | 


the star for a single performance in 
a hit show, but only after a series of 
complications. When the young actor 
makes a hit in the star part, the wife 
gives up her acting career for him. 

Vaida has made a fine picture, es- 
pecially of the tense last moments 


| before the performance begins at the 
'theatre. rather in the French style, 


with the excitement reflected in the 


|faces of the stagehands and extras. 
|Grim desolation of the atmosphere in 


her role of the innocent girl out for | 


a lover’s lark. with tremendous sim- 
Dlicity and effectvieness. This, plus 
Baur’s acting, and the excellent but 
occasionally spotty direction, make 
an unusual film. English titles 
make the story perfectly clear. 


YVETTE 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Berlin, April 18. 


| reer, 


Meteor Film of Tobis Filmkunst. Directed 
by Wolfgang Liebeneiner Script Bernd 
Hofmann, after Guy de Maupassant’s short 
| Story music, Milde-Meissner: camera, | 
rranz Weilimayr: sound, Hans Grimm: ed. |} 
itor, W. von Bonhorst At Gloria Palast, 

| Berlia Running time, 100 mins 
RAW SPOOR acvebresanens Kaethe Dorsch | 
| Yvette Obardi scbbear Ruth Hellberg 
Aristine de Saval....... Johannes Riemann ! 
SOGR DOPVISOS éscccccccda Albert Malterstock 
(In German) 
Innocence raised in the convent 


now to find sun-tanned roam-ance | 
for U. S. box office, and most recent 
of the camera searches comes up with 
this fanciful tale of Moro Sea gypsies 


who engage in pearling along the 
Philippines’ west bank. 

Print is better class than most. | 
without shakes and. splotches, It 


was originally plodding through 110 
minutes of scenery which made the 
yarn sickly, but the scissors have 
snared 45 minutes for the waste bas- | 
ket and the result is evident in im- | 
provement. 

Story is of the semi-barbarous 
who still go off on women- 
hunts when the harem runs low at 
home or they want to change their | 
There’s an old grandpop who | 
rules one of the islands and he has 
a grand-daughter who has the vil- 
lage juve hearts doing nipups. She 
catches the eye of a Brigham Young 
who scepters a neighboring island 
and when the young men are all 
away on a pearl dive, he sneaks in 
and grabs off all the dolls. Lads re- 
turn in time to square off and get 
an accounting. 

Music woven into the sound track 
is an eerie sort with a wild tang. | 
Performance is probably best in the 
hands of the leading man, although 
the village belle both looks the part 
and walks through it naturally. 
Heavy is a little to the tent-rep side, 
getting clownlike in his efforts to be 


Some good diving stuff, too. Pic- 
ture hasnt any wouldn't 
be wiselv sold on that angle. nor ] 
it stand up by itself It will interest 

t doe mt iy over 


some. but to those it t 
> 
yuickly. Barn. | 


nudes, so 


ril 
Wii 


| super-tale 


coming up against the ornate sophis- 
tication of libertine Paris in the 90's 
holds the centre of this dramatic 
culled from the French. 
Way-above-the-average product will 
delight the intelligentsia 
top the heads of the 
tudes. 

Coming almost at the end of 
exceedingly meagre film harvest, 
‘Yvetie’ atones for a powerful lot of 
disappointment, which had made the 
German turn wholesale toward 
French fare. That explains how 
Sacha Guitry’s two experimental pic- 
tures, ‘Le Roman d'‘un Tricheur’ and 
‘Les Perles de la Couronne,’ running 
in the original French, could have 


but may 


tolid multi- 


an 


soared up to record figures. 


Wolfgang Liebeneiner, the director 
of ‘Yvette,’ has taken a close look at 
Gultry’s technique and makes effec- 
tive use of it in the opening of his 
picture where he starts with a 
lengthy, perfectly silent sequence to 


accompany the dialog of two men 
walking through the Paris strect 


3ut here practically all parallel ends. 


Already  Liebeneiner’ fir film, 


‘Versprich mir nichts,’ outstripped 
the play’s stage succe With h 
econd picture this director. who 
till in his 20’s, shoots up to top 
nlaces. Rather un-German, he has a 
light touch and an almost Galli 
ense of humor 

New to the screen and completely 
justifying her being put in the title 


pot opposite Kaethe Do 


|actor who 
| times. 


the provincial company is also well 
done. Pager, playing in a story that 
resembles the history of his own ca- 
again proves himself a versatile 
and intelligent actor, and Kabos. for 
once in a part that is not all bur- 
lesque but human and _ tragi-comic, 
is exceptionally fine. He plays the 
provincial manager who, after his 
comclete breakdown. returns to a 
secretarial job at the big theatre 
where he can do a good turn to the 
stood by him in hard 
On the whole, Moment’ rates 
far above the local average. 
Jacobi. 


Unsterbliche Melodien 


(‘Immortal Melodies’ 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 


Y%wicker release of Tassul Film 
tion Stars Alfred Jerger Maria 
gzi Wolschuh, Directed by Heinz 
enpiay based on life of Johann 
Strauss by Hella Moja Music by Philhar 

moni Societ of Vienna a Carl 


Kurazmaver Aft RGith St (jorder ‘“ y 
| 1 7 


Pruno 
produc 
Paudler, I. 


l’aul acre 


camer 


1s h inn Str i . Alf | J re 
Maria G tir f , Mur Paudler 
Haslinger vee Leo 5 

Lily Piet cvece | I 
Direktor Pi saeede ....Hanns Homma 


(In German, with English Titles) 

Johann Sirauss waltzes are the 
most distinguished feature of this 
film. With the Vienna Philharmonic 
orchestra furnishing the music, the 
story lilts along pleasantly but more 
or less inconsequentially, providing 
a passable entertainment. It should 
do well enough in the Yorkville and 
German nabe houses. 


Alfred Jerger plays the role of 
Johann Strauss, the widowered corm- 
poser, who makes a mistake in 


marrying an ambitious ballet student, 
Lizzi Holzschuh, many years 
junior, Maria Paudler, quietly car- 
rying the torch for Strauss, is broken- 


hearted and leaves for Amcrica, but 
returns when she hears of his un- 
happiness. They are happily united 
at the fadeout. 

As with many foreign films. the 
festive ballroor cenes are the best 
howing the pleasant custon and 
‘90d European manners of anot 
dav. Film is charming alono stand 
ard continental line direction 
camera work being average P 
cipal feature of the film. of co 
ts music, 


his | 


EMIL 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Olympic Pictures release of Richard 





Wainwright (GR) production, Features 
George Hayes Mary Glynne, John Wile 
liams, Directed by Milton Rosmer. Sereesi 
story, Cyrus Brooks adapted from Erich 
Kastner's novel, \ Showshop N XY.» 
April 14, ‘38. Running time, 63 mins 

Man in Hiat.........-George Hayes 
kimil’s ; seceesetary Glynne 
himil's ther oa -+..Clare Greet 
aE acne ees ‘ : . John Williams 
DUE Sivanewiedes 68es ¥eaaae Marion Foster 
mussie : (tbeedodcaee Donald Pitman 
Professor eee Bobby Riettt 
Flying verre ‘ Ricky Hyland 


Over at Charing Cross Emil is 


probably one of the most daring 
scooter riders of his age and weight. 
But he’d better not get lost on New 
York’s 10th avenue. The Hell's 
Kitchen gang would find an easv 
mark Emil is a_ pleasant, well- 
mannered little fellow, immortalized 
by Erich Kastne1 novel, ‘Emil and 
the Detective from which Cyrus 
Brooks adapted the screen story. But 
for the Showshop’s (nee the Artef?) 
initial screen attempt there might 


have been a Emil’ 
much too puerile to seek other 
than a kid audience 


John Williams is the proper British 


tronger vehicle 


voungster, who plays Emil, and he 
does it convincingly. Emil’s pals are 
all nice, enthusiastic kids but they 
don't have the fire and spirit of 
Gotham’s ‘Dead End’ kids. In short, 
they're a bunch of sissies 

There's also the man in the bowler 
hat, a sinister looking fellow, who'd 
better query Prof. Boris Karloff on 
the art. He steals Emil’s $30 on the 
train, after first druegine the boy 
with candy. Then, there’s the round- 
un of the gang, which trac] down 


the cuiprit, 


played by George Hayes, 
and Emil 


recovers hi pounds, in 


addition to receiving a reward for 
canturing the criminal 
Direction and camera below par. 


Young Williams, however, 
Hollywood bet 


is a good 


VOLEUD DE FEMMES 
(‘Woman Thief’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 19 


Gallia Cinei release of Vondas production 
Stars Jules Berry Directed by Abel Gance 
Story Pierre Frendaie; dialog Julien 
Fauve; camera, Roger Hubert; music, 
Henry Verdun. At the Cinema Madeleine, 
Paris, Running time, 90 mins. 

| BROS. TOTO sccccccececvdied ..Jules Rerry 
BM st cb 6000n 6000406060000" Annie Ducaux 

PAPEMCVIN csscccd o0ccccecesscss OCR 
COUFTENAVE cicéeores eseses. Daturnin-Fabre 
Pierrot TErTy TT TTrry yr .-Gilbert Gil 
eae. TOONS. «cadaeeeee Suzanne Despres 
PERGCIOING. 6.64 6 0s0scccses Blanchette Brunoy 
ROUGE. $504406001s400a4 eabhaeet Marie-Lou 

(In French) 

Entertaining blackmail  meller, 


| 


with sufficient suspense and action, 
this one will pull here and should 


| have little trouble wherever this type 


| feminine 


| 


of film has a draw. Although there 
are spots where the Yank censors 
might frown. the obnoxious could be 
removed without harming the pic. 

As a villain, Berry as usual over- 
acts He is entirely too slick 
throughout the film. So moments 
when he wants to turn on full pres- 
sure he has nothing left but mug- 
ging. Annie Ducaux is a charmer 
and turns in an excellent job as the 
lead Jean-Max handles 
the heavy stuff well, doing a master- 
ful job of telling Berry where to get 
off. Saturnin-Fabre is easily one of 
France’s best character actors. As 
the fumbling and befuddled old nro- 
fessor he furnishes plenty of light 
humor that makes excellent breaks 
in the meller stuff. 


| Photogranvhy is good enough and 
|direction is excellent, showin# the 
exnerienced hand of Abel Gance. 


| into the 


Film moves well. confining itself onlv 
to scenes that are necessary to tell 
the story. Hugo. 


L’Allegro Cantante 
(‘The Merry Singer’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 

(WITHL SONGS) 


Rome, April 18 
Tu I nm os - 
' 1 ’ Jobe } 4 

} Pan} hu Ir Al 
\\ ! faut lin Loi res ! , tleny ‘Oo 

Kighe Songs, | », Is a, Fru 
; (In Italian) 

This is very light, the plot is 


mostly nonsense, and the whole thing 
is chiefly an excuse for the tenor 
Giovanni Manurita to sing. 

Stery is about a man who has a 
wonderful voice, but whom nobody 


has discovered as yet and who 
/makes his living working with a 
‘horse show outfit. When he hears 


that some of his friends are trying to 
find the father of a little niece of 
theirs who was born out of wedlock, 
he throws himself wholeheartedly 
search to help them. Then 
he finds that the illegitimate child is 
his and is delishted to ad 
is heiress to 7,000,000 lire 
shares in a mine. 
All this seem 


cover she 


worth of 


too good to be true, 


and it i For the next discovery i 
that the mines are full of water and 
the stock’s value has sunk to exactly 
20 lire. But here o happs inver 
nrove that nothing can et him 
down. In the course of the search 
for the little girls father he also 
discovered a man who woul hack 
! I de and the end of the 
nD es our hero singing h wav to 
fame and fortun ro all the opera 
‘ ’ of E ) 
T tenor Manurita’s film debut. 
He 1 arting on second pic thig 
iio th Heln. 
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WEEK-END 


(Non-Holiday) 


BUSIN 
IN THE ENTIRE 
HISTORY OF 
LOEW’s CIRCUIT! 


Held Over in Every One of 25 Opening Loew Cities! 
Cracking Records in all other spots! 
Did You arrange for Extra Time? 
Double it! 
| Oh, Clark Gable! 
: ‘Be Ah, Myrna Loy! 
Ooh, Spencer Tracy! 
Yeah, M-G-M! 
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CLARK GABLE «. MYRNA LOY 
SPENCER TRACY inVictorFleming’'s 
Production of ‘TEST PILOT” with 
Lionel Barrymore . Screen Play by 
Vincent Lawrence and Waldemar 
a Young « Original Story by Frank 

iY Weed . Directed by Victor Fleming 
- _ & Produced by Louis D. Lighton 
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NEGOTIATIONS ON: 
AE 0,000 EATRRG 


Delinquent Members to Be 
Dropped from Jr. Guild 
—Purge Is to Protect the 
Regulars—50% Slash 


REORG THE ACADEMY 








Hollywood, April 26. 

First real slash in membership of 
Junior Screen Actors Guild is sched- 
uled to begin week of May 1 when 
next quarterly dues become payable 
Hundreds of delinquent extras who 
rushed into organization when Guild 
shop contracts were okayed by pro- 
ducers June 1, 1937, will be expelled. 
Others to be dropped from member- 


ship rolls include those who have 
been delinquent 12 months, regard- 


less of when they joined. 

Many extras are now working on 
three-day work permits. Scores of 
others have been barred from ap- 
pearing before the camera because 
of delinquency and failure to ap- 
ply for work permits. This will be 
first move, however, to purge ranks 
permanently of delinquents, chisel- 
ers and occasional players. 

Lists will be checked permanently 
on instructions from Robert Mont- 
gomery, SAG president, and Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretary, to 
eliminate possibility of a hardship 
being worked upon any ‘old timers.’ 
Many of latter fell behind in dues 
payments during recent production 
lull at major studios. Thomson said 
every courtesy possible will be ex- 
tended by the Guild to players who 
depend upon the film industry for a 
living. 

When purge is completed it is like- 
ly that membership of junior divi- 
sion will be reduced to less than 
6,000. This will mean a cut off of 
about 50% from a high of nearly 
12,000 last summer. Membership 
will be held to a minimum in the 
future, as the SAG recently invoked 
a closed shop for extras and the 
move was promptly approved by all 
the studios. 


runners 


Negotiate On Contract 

The Guild is now negotiating with 
the producers on amendments to the 
present basic minimum contract. 
Most of the actors’ requests have 
been for improved working condi- 
tions, more strict interpretation of 
contracts, commitments, etc. Re- 
classification of certain extra brack- 


crease earnings of many extras and 
lower bracket players. 

Thomson estimates it will require 
about three weeks to complete nego- 
tiations. When draft of new amend- 
ments is okayed by both sides mem- 
bership will be advised of changes. 
Contract provides that in event of 
disagreement between the negotia- 
tors on hours and wages, these items 
may be submitted to arbitration. Last 
huddle between negotiators was held 
yesterday (Mon.), with Montgomery 
and Thomson directing parley for 
actors, and Edward J. Mannix, Metro 





j 


$9,000 each, and that contract was | 
cancelled after he had completed two | 
of them. | 
Pay Up On 82 Claims } 

Guild machinery for adjusting pay | 
claims between } 
has been 
ments 


actors and 
speeded 
now 


studios 
adjust- 
within a few} 
days after they A to- 
tal of 114 claims were received by 
the Guild during March and 82 were 


About 250 


up until 
made 
are 


are 


received 


promptly paid, 
were involved, 


First 


persons 


edition of the Bulletin of the 


Screen Actors Guild made its ap- 
pearance last week Publication is 
successor to Screen Guild magazine, 
| which was discontinued to cut down 


|lations Board asking that the SDG 


general manager, heading the pro- 
ducer negotiators. 
Tilt between Republic Pictures' 


Corp. and Phil Regan over $18,000 
the actor Claims the studio owes him 
on contract cancellation is being in- 
vestigated by the Guild. SAG tops 


became interested when it learned of | 


criticism of various players and that 


move was under way by Guild mem- 
} 


bers as individuals to refuse calls 

to Republic unless amicable settle- 

ment is reached with Regan. 
tegan asked for release from his 


contract some time ago but request 
was nixed. Actor then went east on 
a personal appearance tour, and 
while his agent was notified 
by Republic that the Regan contract 
had been cancelled. Asked by Guild 
about cancellation, Republic exec- 
replied that the player was 
‘hard to handle.’ 


away 


ulives 


Attorneys for Regan filed suit in 
superior court for the $18,000. <A 


+ 


tion has now been transferred to fed- 
eral court. Regan claims he signed 
Contract calling for four pictures at 


“~~ | sky said action was taken when Neil 
ets, however, automatically will in-| 


operating expenses. 
Ing notices 


ties, 


Bulletin, carry- 
of various Guild activi- 
carries no advertising. First 
edition published 16 pages. 
Negotiations looking toward pro- 
ducer recognition of the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild were renewed last 
week when a preliminary discussion 
of situation was held at 20th-Fox | 
between committees headed’ by 
Darryl F. Zanuck and Frank Capra. 
Edward J. Mannix and Pandro Ber- 


man sat in with Zanuck, while other | 
members of SDG committee were | 
Eddie Sutherland, Gregory LaCava} 
and John Ford. Another huddle 
probably will be held last of this 
week | 

Session was arranged on request | 


addressed by 
Schenck, president 
ation of Motion Picture Produces, 
Inc. Meeting of the Association 
board okayed the request for a par- 
ley and Schenck appointed the com- 
mittee headed by Zanuck, 

Discussion general, with the 
producers offering to listen to any 
proposals the directors cared to sub- 
mit. The Capra committee expressed 
satisfaction over the attitude of the 
producers and said they would re- 
port back to the board of directors 
of the SDG to see if proposal for a 
working contract could be drafted 
on which an equitable agreement 
might be reached. 


Guild to Joseph M.| 


of the Associ- | 


was 


No Action on Split-Up 





Former demand of producers that 
SDG be divided into two organiza-| 
tions, one composed of divecians, | 
and the other of unit managers and| 
assistant directors, was not discussed | 
at this huddle. When SDG mem- 
bers nixed request of producers to} 
divide membership, a petition was | 
filed with the National Labor Re- 


be designated bargaining representa- 
tive for the directors, unit managers 
and assistant directors. Petition is 
now awaiting formal hearing. 

A petition asking the National 
Labor Relations Board to reopen the 
Screen Writers Guild case and ap- 
point a trial examiner here to re- 
ceive evidence pertaining to the 
California incorporation has been 
filed with the NLRB by Leonard S. 
Janofsky, counsel for SWG. Janof- 


S. McCarthy, attorney for the Screen 
Playwrights, Inc., refused to stipu- 
late facts could be entered in the 
record, 

Move was prompted by desire of 
SWG to have name of organization 
appear on election ballots, if NLRB 
orders one, as Screen Writers Guild, 
Inc., instead of its old name of 
Screen Writers Guild of the Authors 
League of America. Granting of pe- 
tition also will give the Guild an Op- | 
portunity to present any new evi-| 
dence it desires. 

In effort to avoid any delay in 
handing down a decision on the re-| 
quest of the SWG for an election of | 
writers to select a bargaining rep- | 
resentative, Janofsky | 





| 








suggested the} 
hearing be held between the date of | 
decision and the date of any election | 
which may be ordered. 

Janofsky asked permission to in-| 
troduce following facts into the rec- | 
trial examiner is ap-| 


ord when a 


pointed: 


March 1, 1938. Screen Writers} 
Guild of the Authors League of 


| 
America was incorporated in Cali- | 
fornia under name of Screen Writers | 
Guild, Inc. | 
On or April 5, 1938, a new} 
constitution and by-laws comp yer 

| 

| 


about 


voted upon by the Authors League 
of America. Inc.. and by members 


of the Screen Writers Guild of the 

Authors League of America was} 

adopted for the Authors League. 
Autonomy Established | 


Details which | 


} . mt eeey te ) 
yf the consittution, 


ide a part of the petiti 


Was Mm 1e { yn, will 
show that the Screen Writers Guild 
has been granted complete autonomy 
from the Authors League of Amer- 


| of Motion 


;now in 


PICTURES 


ica. It was latter connection which 
led to original split in SWG at time 
SP was organized. 


weeks’ vacation with pay, and re- 
scinded order that Columbia 
could not employ apprentice painter: 
okayed by Sorrell 

Work of reorganizing the 
Picture Arts 


studios 


Academy 
& Sciences 


will be started this week by a re- 
vamping committee Members are 
W. S. Van Dyke. chairman; Major 
Nathan Levinson Lionel Atwill, 
David ) Selznicl Frank I yd, 
Howard Estabrook and Grover 
Jones Frank Capra Academy 
president, and Donald Gledhill, ex- 
ecutive secretary, are ex-officio 
members. 

First work of revamping will be to 
reduce membership from _ present 


five branches to two divisions. The 
present divisions of one each for 
actors, writers, directors, producers 
and technicians, will be combined 
in two groups. One will be com- 
posed of the actors, writers, direc- 
tors and producers. The others will 
have all members of technical 
division as members. 


the 


Academy executives explained the 
main reason for the reorganization 
was the recent formation of Guilds 


by the actors, writers, directors, etc. 
This relieved the Academy of many 
of the functions wished on it in the 
early days, work negotia- 
tions are now handled by the Guilds 


since all 


for its individual membership. The 
Academy formerly represented the 
various crafts in dealings with the 


studios and often served as media- 
tor in disputes. 

Promoting the Arts 

The 


reorganization, executives 


| said, would place the Academy in a 


position to carry out its original 
purpose, the fostering and promo- 
tion of the arts and sciences of the 
motion picture business. 

Present membership of the Acad- 
emy is 800. Whether eligibility re- 
quirements to be set up by the re- 
vamping committee will increase or 
decrease ‘this number is one of the 
questions to be threshed out within 
the next two weeks. 

President Capra presided over the 
reorganization session, which okayed 
appointment of a 
mittee. In 
members 


revamping 
addition to 
others present 
Leahy, Jane Murfin, John 
Pandro Berman, Samuel 
Raymond Hatton, George 
B. B. Kahane, Mitchell 
Farrell MacDonald, Joseph M. 
Schenck, Eric St Ray Wilkin- 
son, Darryl F. Zanuck and Graham 
Baker. 

Reopening of that Screen Writers’ 
Guild case against the producers was 
ordered by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, with date of 
set for May 5 


com- 

committee 
were 
Arnold, 
Briskin, 
rving, 


Lewis, J. 


icey, 


hearing 


Officials of Motion Picture Labora- 
tory Technicians Union, Locai 702 of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, last weck 
presented contrect demands to Alan 
Freedman, president of De Luxe 
Laboratories, N. Y. Demands include 
closed = shop, $25 
weekly and 
overtime 

Union previously asked 
New York laboratories to 
with the union as a bloc to expedite 
negotiations, but received no replie 
and is therefore 
contract 


week, 


35-hour 


minimum vacalion 


about 15 


negotiate 


-eking individual! 


Talbot Wants His 
lollywood, April 26 
Lyle Talbot entered a clai:n for 
$3,500 agai Amba 
bankruptcy, 


money was due under a contra 
with Maurice Conn, president. 

‘laim 1 based on a »-v I 
guarantee at 541,750 p veek 


specified in the pact 





AG CONTRACT REVISIONS 
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Ath Annual Variety Clubs Conv. 
Drew 650 at $10; Reelect Slate 


Screen Publicists Guild and 
Screen Set Designers have filed peti- 
tion with the National Labor Rela- | 
tions Board charging producers 
have refused to negotiate working 
agreements with then SPG ast to 
be designated bargain i—represe! 
tative fo all studio flack wi 
SSDG makes same plea fo et de- 

| signers 

Herbert Sorrell yUSINE repre 
sentative of Motion Picture Painte! 
Local 644, has recalled ft resigna- 
tion Action was taken af 
bership voted him a wage tilt, two 





Cuffed Around 


Hollywood Apt Ai) 
Ed Mill form »p itor of 
[ é il tudio 1 aul 
ma Ter unti < ed 
Q a flo of acto 
-uffed the ! i ) é 
yf several C’ 
Miller armed himself witn 


court summonses when he saw 


the cuffers 


it 
niteri¢ 


SEC. DAN ROPER 
PRAISES PIX 
TO SMPE 


Washington, April 26. 


and scientific development 


spending in the local 











Artistic 
of the motion picture industry was 
Daniel C. 


of Commerce, at 


praised Monday (25) by 


Roper, Secretary 
the opening luncheon meeting of the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers. 
Addressing the 
group of men whose scientific think- 
ing comprehends word-wide devel- 
Roper traced the rapid 
progress made in the technical ad- 
vancement of the film industry and 
called attention to the importance of 
motion pictures as an instrument of 
good will among nations. 
In its latter capacity the 
‘inevitably creates impressions 
have potentialities for good o1 
Commerce Secretary warned. 
‘Producers and artists should thus 
maintain a constant awareness of the 
impressive influence of their art to 
the end that the danger of creating 
misconceptions of American stand- 
ards of life will be minimized,’ he 
declared. ‘The American film has 
thus become an influential mission- 
ary and emissary, whose objective 
must transcend its 
qualities if it is to fulfill properly 
its mission of constructive service.’ 
Importance of films as an agent for 
other American goods was mentioned 
by Roper, who said that the growing 
popularity of American pictures in 


as ‘a 


conference 


opments,’ 


industry 
that 
evil,’ 


| foreign lands created a demand for 


Fred | 


other typically U. S. commodities 





entertainment | 


that appear in pictures ‘in the way | 


of incidental stage settings,’ 
Commenting on the work being 
done by the Motion Picture Division 
of the Department of Commerce and 
the technical contributions being 


made by the National Bureau of 
Standards and the Patent Office, 
Roper declared that these Govern- 
ment units not only encourage in- 
ventors and protect their discoverie 
but pursue research that is helpful 


in pointing the way to improvement 
in the scientific standards, 

‘Ou and other nations have a 
right to expect that the best and not 
the t will be emphasized in the 

education,’ he said in con- 
clusion ‘It needs to be a forceful 
purveyor of truth: a faithful am- 
bassador of good will: a physician to 
heal ill through correct diagnosis of 
domestic and human 
relations It is the eye, the ear and 
the mouthpiece for and 
faith is that producers 
th great responsibilities to 
and will justify their leade 
this great and growing 


dustry. 


Wol 


picture 


international 


all peoples, 
my 


ense 
neir ociety 
hip for 
American in 


J. P. McEVOY EAST 


Hollywood, April 26. 


J. P. McEvoy pulls out th wee] 
New York, having finished hi 
t on the Shirley Temple curret 


item, ‘Lucky Penny.’ 


Picture went into production last 
4 McEvoy polishing fy 
idided of the ript, par 
larly those of Joan Davi ind Be 
Lahr, termed as comi in Support 


( " Apt At 

l » AT { I ; mer 
Sunday (24) I Lick limaxed 
he two-d: fo } il ) i- 
Lior ) t} Va I Club rf A} - 

1 | \ 1-Ploza 

as itt l 1 wu ) it i 
suests, half f the number being 
from out of town and setting a nev 
high for visitors Tarif 10 
3usiness calendar was cleaned up in 
three sessions on opening day. Chief 
item was report mn varied char- 
Itable activitie of the organization's 
17 tent total ) ! tut ie the 
li al il i rit i 150.9000 
Pled ) | the 
am it to §$225.000 ) LY 9 
period. 

Principal office vere ree ted 
John H,. Harri Pittsburgh, national 
chief barker; M. R. ‘Duke’ Clark, Co- 
lumbus, and John J. Malon Pitts 
burgh, assistant chief bar! James 
G. Balmer, Pittsburgh fough guy, 


and Frank Drew, Cle, 
erty man. 
By-laws 


the 


‘land, prop- 


were 
Canvassmen, 


changed to 
allowing 


resentative from each tent Those 
elected: John T. McGreevey, Pitts- 
burgh; Allan S. Moritz, Cincinnati; 


Ray Colvin, St. Louis; Henderson M. 
Ritchie, Detroit: M B. Horwitz 
Cleveland; Jacob Lavene, Buffslo; 
Richard R. Biechele, Kansas City; 
Mare Wolf, Indianapolis; 
Rome, Baltimore; A. 
ski, Washington; Al 
Ear] 


I, suis 
3rylaw- 
Minne- 
Philadelphia; 


Julian 
StelTes, 


apoli Sweigert, 


Charles Trampe, Milwaukee; Harry 
Shumow, Omaha: Roy Wells, Day- 
ton, and Bob O'Donnell, Dalla 
Charter of the Des Moines tent 
was withdrawn. Detroit was selected 


for next year’s big top roundup. 


New Members 


Among motion picture execs pres- 


ent were William Rogers, M-G: Ned 
Depinet, RKO-Radio Pictures; Major 
L. W. Thom»yson, RKO Theatres; 
William Sussman, 20th-Fox:; Lou 
Weinberg, Columbia Pictures; Sam 


Dembow, Jr., Fanchon & Marco The- 
atres; George National 
Screen Service. 

Speakers at the dinner were Sen- 
ators Robert J. Bulkley and Alben 
W. Barkley of Ohio and Kentucky; 


Dembow, 


former Governor Harold G. Hoff- 
man of New Jersey, and Governor 
Martin L. Davey of Ohio. Mayor 


James G. Stewart of Cincinnati de- 
livered the welcoming address, and 
his predecessor, Russell Wilson, was 
toastmaster. Radio pickups were 


made by WSAI and WK&C. 


Variety show, one of the best ever 


offered in Cincy, ran two hours. 
Johnny Perkin was) ringmoster. 
Hugh Herbert, brought on a the 
tar entertainer VA mily li [)- 
pointment in the large talent array, 
He told two brief stories at the 
peaker table and took no part in 
the tage how His salary was 
$1,000, plus agent’s commish and 
traveling expenses 

Acts were Irene Vermillion with 
Kermit Dart and his trumpeicers; 


Four Franks, Paul and Nino Ghezzi, 


Four Mangean Girls, Prof. Lamberti, 
Diane Denise, Joe and Jane Me- 
Kenna, Peter Higgins, Jimmy and 
Mildred Mulcay, Oxford Boys, Touly 
Juelson Girls, and Gali Gali. } ic 
was by Jack Sprigg’s 18-piece or- 
chestra, from the RKO Shubert, 
which did a swell job 

Allan S. Moritz, past chief barker 
of the Cincy tent, was general chouir- 
man of the convention: Colonel A. M 
Frucenfeld and Noah Schechter lined 
up the A 


Mooney’s Crime Series 
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Improve your digestion. Soothe your nerves.. 
most potent box-office builder-upper ever devised . 
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SPRING TONIC 





with. 


BING casey 


| Mary Carlisle - Beatrice Lillie 
Andy Devine + Laura Hope Crews 
Rufe Davis - An Emanuel Cohen Production | 


A Paramount Picture - Directed by Frank Tuttle 


Based ox the Story “The Badge vf Fuliceman GRoen ty V. Hensy e 


Screen Pisy by io Swerking and Richard Cancel 
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. with Old Doc Crosby’s colossal customer compound, 


- -Paramount’s “DOCTOR RHYTHM” 





Read | what the Old D Doc himself has to say 





“Yes, sir, ‘Doctor Rhythm’ is 
the perfect panacea, the magic 
elixir to pep up Old Man Box 
Office. Of course I wouldn’t 
want to lay it on too thick. But 
whenit comes to comedy,‘Doctor 
Rhythm’ has what it takes. 
Beatrice Lillie, England’s gift 
to the gayety of nations, is, to 
coin a word, tremendous. Andy 
Devine gives out with that Devine 
foolishness of his. And your 
old friend, the Doc, manages to 
tear off a couple of dozen mild 





jests of his own. On the senti- 
mental side, Mary Carlisle is a 
lovely little bundle of happi- 
ness. And the music, including 
‘On the Sentimental Side’ sings 
mighty fine. Yes, sir, ‘Doctor 
Rhythm’ is what the doctor 
ordered.” 


Dre 

















BEFORE TAKING 


‘*I was feeling awfully lousy. 
bitten by a seal and you know how that makes 
a guy feel. So the old Doc asks me to take a 
look at this ‘Doctor Rhythm’ and I| actually 
not to mention the rest 
c- | of the swell cast of the funniest picture of the 
\ / year. Now I feel fine.”’’ 


Aindy PA" AETER TAKING 


laughed at myself... 


I had just been 
















The Seal 
of Public 
Approval 


‘“‘Swell musical—a solid 
hit.”’ 
—Hollywood Reporter 


‘A slam-bang hit from 
start to finish.”’ 
—Motion Picture Daily 
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Cowboy Fans in Rogers Home Town 


Wish There Were 52 Buck Jonesers 1] FAVOR IT MORE 





+ 
By JOHN C. FLINN 


Claremore, Okla., April 26. 

They're getting ready this week to 
preak ground for the erection of the 
Oklahoma State Memorial to Wil 
Rogers. All the plans are finished 
and Col. H. Tom Kight, old-time 
resident, friend of Rogers and Clem 
V. Rogers, the comedian’s father for 
whom the county was named, has 
pushed the appropriation through 
the legislature. The cost of the 
memorial, which will be in the 1.a- 
ture of a rambling ranch house, built 
of native stone, will run to $230,000, 
of which the state is providing $200,- 
000, and Rogers’ Memorial Commit- 
tee the balance. 

In the 20 odd years when Roger 
was traveling, first as an 
vaudeville, then musical comedy, an 
Jater as speaker, writer and commen- 
tator, he collected trophies from all 
parts of the world. Always an 
thusiast over historical documents 
and records of human t 





actor in 


é€n- 


interest, his 
personal museum outgrew the build- 
ing on his ranch at Santa Monica, 
Calif.. where he stored his relics. 
Mrs. Rogers and some of her friends 
have collated and indexed the ex- 
hibit, which will be preserved in the 
memorial ranch house here. Some} 
of the data pertaining to the open- 
ing up of the Indian Territory is 
said to be invaluable. 

Claremore js a right smart western 


town, with a population of about 
3,500, three brick business blocks, | 
several national banks and half a 
dozen hotels, of which the Will! 


Rogers Hotel is the largest and most 
modern. Rogers attended the open- 
ing of the hotel which carries his | 
name and which is owned and ope-| 
rated by Morton R. Harrison, who is 
chairman of the state memorial com- 
mittee. Rogers’ dedication speech is 
printed on all the pamphlets. In 
the course of his remarks he said, 
‘Now I know how proud Christo 
Columbo must have felt when he 
heard they named Columbus, Ohio, 
after him.’ 

Night life in Claremore is confined 
to the electric piano at the Colonial | 
lunchroom, pin-ball games in the 
lobby of the Will Rogers Hotel and 
the barber shops, which stay opet 
until 9 o’clock, and motion picture 
entertainment at tlie Yale and Pal- 
ace theatres, both chain theatres 
operated by the Griffith enterprises. 

The Yale, 700 seats, gives the cus- 
tomers five changes of programs 
weekly, single bills, with full book- 
ings of one and two-reel shorts and 
most of the news services. he Pal- 
ace is open only weekends and tue 


attractions are western and action 
pictures exclusively. The audience} 
is chiefly cowboys and their girl | 


friends, and the wilder and woolier 
the western, the better they enjoy 
themselves. Buck Jones currently 
is the prevailing favorite and the 
Squawk is that he makes only 19 
films a year. The doorman said the 
house could use 52 Jones features. 
Typical American Town 
Film likes and dislikes in Clare- 
more represent an honest cross-sec- 
tion of the American motion picture | 
audiences in small towns west of the 
Mississippi. The Yale theatre is 
established as one of the town’s pub- 
lic institutions, just like the new 
post-office which the Democrats have 
built. Fred Jackson is the manager 
of the house, and although he is on 
the short side of 40 years, he has 
been in and around the film business 
in Claremore and other Oklahoma 


towns since 1915, when his father, 
Albert Jackson, and L. W. Brophy 
first built and operated houses in 
What were real frontier towns at 


that time, The younger Jackson re- 
members first bookings of Sarah 
Bernhardt in ‘Queen Elizabeth,’ 
Which was sold in this terriiory by 
A. D. Flintom, of Kansas City, who 
had the states’ rights. 

“Yale theatre stands right on the 
Site of the livery stable owned by 
Will Rogers’ father, said Mr. Jack- 
s0n, ‘and the adjoining plot, now oc- 
cupied by the post-office, was the 
Wagon and carriage yard 

‘Will's home folks take a keen i 
terest €very year in the natior 
drive through film theatres for fund 





Slightly Synthetic 


Hollywood, April 29. 
Chinook, 17-ton sea-going 
fishing boat, has been re-floated 
in Paramount studio’s newly- 
completed half-acre outdoor 
tank. Three other similar ves- 
sels will also sail in the pool, 
built at a cost of $20,000. Scenes 

are for ‘Spawn of the North.’ 











| pendent 


| Lewis 


‘Of course, 





PAR MERGING 


ALES SETUPS 


With 
Bloch, 


Percy A. 


manager 


resignation of 
Paramount district 


in the Philadelphia zone, and the de- | 


parture on an indefinite leave of ab- 


sence of Myke A. Lewis, Pacific 
Coast district chief, who may not| 
want to return due to ill health for | 


sometime now, a somewhat changed 
Par sales upervising map is shaping. 

No successor will be appointed to 
Bloch, the Philadelphia and Wash- 


ington zones formerly under him to} 
| be attached to the New York district 
| of Milt Kussel. 


Latter will also con- 
tinue to handle Albany and Buffalo 
exchange territories, however, un- 
der present plans. 

The Par exchange at Columbus is 
being closed around May 1 with its 
territory to be consolidated with the 
Cleveland exchange. There may be 


some changes or switching in a few | 


also. 
Par does not know whether Lewis 
will return after his rest or not, 
everything being dependent on the 
state of his health. In the mean- 
time, George Smith, assistant district 
manager over Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, 


other 
T 


spots, 


in charge. 


Blank’s Birth of Baby’ 


‘Birth of a Baby,’ passed in Ohio 
and by the National Board of Re- 
view, has been sold on a deal with 
the Tri-States circuit in Iowa and 
Nebraska, operated jointly by Para- 
mount and A. H. Blank, 

Minnesota Amusement circuit (also 
Par) in the northwest took it on a 
cireuit-wide deal following an inde- 
opening at the Lyceum, 
Minneapolis, where it set a record. 


CHALKED IN 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Humphrey Bogart is slated for one 
of the top roles in Warners’ ‘Chalked 
Out,’ based on a story by Warden 
Lawes. 
Film goes into May production. 


to support the Will Rogers Memorial 
Hospital at Saranac,’ said Jackson. 
chief local interest is in 
the state memorial which is going 
up right here in the town, but the 


idea of the hospital, under perma- 
nent endowment, equipped to care 
for the jill of the theatrical profes- 
sion, appeals strongly to everyone | 


in Claremore who knew Rogers and 
affection for people 
1 right well last 
substantial sup- 
ynal 


understood his 
We di 

“ar. and look for 
port the nati 


on April 29.’ 


} ; 
f the « 7) 
yI i int. 


when 


drive opens 


Colorado Springs, April 26. 
Spencer Penrose, Colorado Springs. 
multimillionaire, who built the Will 
Rogers Memorial Shrine of the Sun 
on Cheyenne mountain near here, 
ed plans for a Will Roge1 


Memorial Stadium, v hich he ts erect- 


sapproyv 





ing near the Broadmoor hotel here. 
The stadium will seat 10,000. To be 
used for outdoor events of all ki: i 
Ded ition of the stadium will be 
during the second = annual Will 


Rovers Memorial Rodeo to be held 


‘ar Aug. 19-21. 


Salt | 
Lake City and Denver exchanges, is 
| 
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WY. WABES SEEN 


Same Goes for Other Key 


| Are Ducked by Not Ad- 
vertising—Toys for the 


Kiddies as Gambling Lure 


125TH ST.’S CROSSLEY 


Cash prize games continue un- 
abated in major circuit theatres and 
in independent houses throughout 
the metropolitan New York area and 
probably will break out in numer- 
ous additional theatres during the 
summer season as added induce- 
ments to bolster business Though 
bank nights are not used in as many 
houses as in recent years, Screeno, 
Jumbo, Jackpot, Ten-O-Win, Banko, 





Bingo, Sweepstakes, Line O, Bango 
and kindred contests for money still 
| hold forth in scores of film theatres 


in Greater New York. 


Recent check indicates that ex- 
hibitors in New York as well as 
most other key cities will employ 


money games as long as patrons in- 


dicate any desire for them, and as 
long as not interfered with by the 
j}courts. Postal rulings against games 
'of chance, long in effect In many 
states, are not ignored but blithely 
!ducked by exhibs by not sending 


reference to chance contests through 


| the mail. 


Screeno or similar cash games are 
| being used on one night or another 
|in more than 60% of the RKO the- 
atres in Greater New York. Coin 


element of chance in- 


nearly as 


with 
volved in 
popular with Loew circuit houses in 
same area. Ten-O-Win has been 
adopted also in a number of RKO 
houses. 

Major circuits 
withstand 
|in chance games thus far by 
contests only on two or 
weekly. This is in contrast 
theatres, some in actual compctitive 
districts, which stage the 
nearly every night in the week and 
often at matinees. 

The nabes are the most popular 
spots for such contests. Check made 
of 125th street recently revealed that 
every straight picture house 
river to river had some 
chance game in operation, 
ous ones had the contests 
and night. 

Theatre using bango attempted to 


| " + 
contests 


some way are 


ible to 


independent competition 


have b en 





Numer- 
afternoon 


| confine it to five matinees weekly, 
| with special stunt Saturday night. 
| Loew's around 
| 


125th was offering 
$2,000 in screeno prize R 


|tor’s presents Ten-O-Win Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday evenings, 
with an all-girl show on the stage 


Jackpot Bolita was 
house in a 
Sunset had 


i Friday nights. 
the contest used by a 
Spanish neighborhood. 


Sweepstakes in the afternoon; ad- 
mission 10c. 

| Smaller houses on Eighth avenue 
jand on Ninth near the downtown 


area also encourage extra patronage 
with chance Games pre- 
dominate in the Bronx and the 
Brooklyn-Queens area 
Ultimate in these 
was reached in an uptown theatre 
which 
play the 


for toy dwarfs. 


contest 


Invites juvenile patrons to 


‘sames the older folks play’ 


Pathe’s Slate 


Officers and “| 
yesterday (Tue ia ae | > innual 
directors’ meeting of Pathe Film 
Corp., which was held at tt ame 
time a the annua ie! 
nN el ne O He B i - 
elected presiae , 9 
moves up to v.p 1 t ! M 
M. Mal mena d i ind A. F 
Schwa asst 

Dirt ) / I 
J. Gi 1G. W A R 
Your Robert 1 I 
Philip i Cha 4. Sto IN - 
} pl g entire ad ite 


ae 


Cities—Postal Restrictions | 





| Montreal 





Augurs a New Domestic Sales Record 





Lots of Amusement 


Lincoln, April 26 
Amusement biz is in stride 
here at the present time. Three 
big dance halls, 
theatres, 
open 


nine downtown 
an amusement park to 
around May 15, and tent 
stock going in for the summer 
about the same time. 

Parker & Watts circus is also 
set for May 16. 











BANK NIGHT CO. 


TO APPEAL 
P. 0. BAN 


Denver, April 26. 

In fighting the fraud order under 
which Affiliated Industries, Inc., 
owners of Bank Night, were barred 
from the mails, the first move will 
be to appeal to the post office for a 
rehearing on the case. 

If this is denied other means will 
be used to attempt to have the order 
vacated, the first move expected to 
be to apply to the courts for an in- 
junction, 


Montreal, April 26. 

Barred from the mails in 
United States, Affiliated Enterprises, 
Inc., 
bank night, also barred from 
when Recorder 
Plante reached the conclusion that 
they are lotteries. Roland Cardinal, 
yf the Theatre Canadien, was fined 


was 
theatres 


| $50 and costs when found guilty of 


holding | 
three nights | 
to indie | 


operating a lottery in a case to test 
the legality of banko in this city. 
Robert Delaney, manager of The- 


atrical Activities, sponsor of bank 
night in Canada, sought to prove 
that Cardinal, a licensed banko| 


| operator, was not running a lottery 


games | 


from | 
type of | 


KO Proc. | 


Court No. 
( 


but a bona fide advertising scheme, | 
pleading that holder of a lucky num-| 


ber signed a contract to give the the- 


atre favorable publicity before re- | 
Recorder 


ceiving a cash award, 
Plante upheld contention of Armand 
Page, city attorney, that the scheme 
contained the elements of a lottery. 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
judges of Common Pleas 
1, sitting en banc yester- 


Three 


day 
a bill of exception 
handed down 


from ruling 
by one of its jurist 
members eariier this month, indi- 
cated it would uphold the decision 
declaring all games a lottery and il- 
legal in this state. 
Opinion applies 
houses, but to bingo 
prizes in churches and 
Panizations as well. Games are still 
being played here, nevertheless. Po- 
lice, on advice of city solicitor, are 
taking no action to stop them until 
their legality has been completely 
threshed out in the courts. 
Yesterday's hearing followed orig- 
inal decision on the case by Judge 
Harry S. McDevitt. It was on an 
injunction asked by Sam Somerson, 
operator of the Palm theatre. against 
the mayor, director of public safety 
of police to restrain them 
from interfering with the games in 
He Was Feb- 


ruary, 1957, to cease playing them. 


not only to film 


played for 
fraternal or- 


ind chief 


warned in 


Case has been pending since then 
It is the first full legal test in Penn 
and considerable importance is at- 


tached to it 
Although the three judges reserved 
le ion ye terday, a Is customary, 


ir from their questions that 


4 ‘ . ba . Vine 
i! nded to back McDevitt's 
nD ) 7 scoffed at the conte n- 
. RW. ; 
wo yf Da : 3. il Some nm 
itto that the ire merel 
i s cr me to attract pat- 
" , 
J se Joseph L. Kun re- 
‘ 
} i y it 4 HCa ful 1 Ket t 
'.4 ‘ +hin¢ th - hy + 
, i i Aca t ar ya J ‘ at si t 
1 
i t yh P. O. D i t Ce- 


the | 


Denver, holders of patents on| 


Monday) to hear argument on | 


os - —_— ——— 


Although a lot of the tank towns 
won't play ‘Snow White’ for a while 
yet, following runs up ahead and 
protection that’s as much as 90 days. 
in the smaller spots so far reached 
by the Walt Disney cartoon the 
business is relatively better than in 
the large and secondary keys. In the 
o-called $7.50 situations so far play- 
ing ‘Snow White,’ the gross is run- 
ning three times the average busi- 
ness. 

A curious feature of the cartoon, 
a natural for publicity, is that in 
various towns played to date there 
seems to be no _ saturation 
There are some instances 
number of person 
virtually equalled the population, 
| this being accounted fox no doubt 
| by the fact that it is draw{ng strong- 
ly from the farms and countryside, 


point, 
the 





where 
played to has 


getting business that seldom comes 
out of hiding. A theory advanced 
by RKO sales executives, also, is 


that apparently some people are see- 
ing the picture more than once. 
Another strange develupment is 
the fact that repeat bookings are 
| already being played, while arrange- 
ments in numerous cases have been 
made for 


options on repeats, par- 
ticularly over holidays such as 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The 


picture is already back in the Park, 
Reading, Pa., on a repeat, although 
it had ended a four weeks’ first run 


there on March 9. Another un- 


precedentedly quick repeat is in 
3uffalo. Although playing to 150,- 


000 people on a three-week run at 
the Great Lakes there, ending March 
25, it was brought back for Easter 
week, being placed in tne Century. 
Based on the expectation of re- 
peats, it is estimated that a total 
of somewhere between 12,000 and 
15,000 contracts will be written for 
as many individual engagements 
within a year from now, a record. 


The number of contracts to date 
is not so great since exhibitors in 
the subsequent run field, playing 


pictures 60 to 90 days behind prior 
runs, are stalling. RKO is selling the 
picture on percentage only, this in 
part causing the stalling by down- 
the-line subsequents and very small- 
est of towns also suffering from pro- 
| tection restrictions. In addition to 
some fear that when they get the 
picture, it will be milked pretty dry, 
such accounts are no doubt being 
slow to sign in hopes of getting bet- 
ter percentage deals when picture 
| becomes available. 
Run Out of Press Books 

First time in RKO’s annals a sec- 
|ond edition of a pressbook becomes 
necessary, ‘Snow White’ being the 
|cause, Once before RKO ran out of 
its stock print order of 15,000 on ‘Lit- 
tle Women,’ but no reprint was 
essary. When ‘C 
sued, a revised edition was gotten up 
years after the original re- 
lease. Just as still another reissue 
this summer of ‘Cim’ may necessitate 
a 1938 edition of a condensed press- 
book, 

But with ‘Snow White,’ due to the 
extraordinary interest and the un- 
usual number of playdates, this is 
the first time the pressbooks were 
exhausted while the film was being 
initially released. The new edition 
will be abridged, since the pic is now 
hitting the subsequents. 


nece- 


marron’ wa reise 


everal 


NICHOLS’ KHAKI KID 


Hollywood, April 26 


Direction of ‘Army Girl,’ to be 
filmed by Republic a a ye ial, ill 
be handl 1 by George Ni y] 

Picture gets the go il May 2 
cent ruling on banko Y ; t 
vas implied that the right of the 
owner of the copyrighted name to 
collect for its use n 1 t wa 

It) ai i ed it mt 
f l >-2 ] [ 

re ind, ¢ ) t t rji- 
{ { toa fl ! 
to def d Ip 

1 ¢ 1 1 t { ”) to a) 

| banko pra a} all 


——=- 


ANKO'S SUMMER BULL MKT. 


‘Snow White's’ 12,000-15,000 Contracts 
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HERE ARE FOUR TOP FAVORITES | 
OUT-GROSSING FIRST RUNS IN TEST 
ENGAGEMENTS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY! 




















} Accessories now 

‘ available at your 

local Universal 
Exchange 





Here’s one of 
a hundred 


MESSAQES 


from tickled 


ESKIN AMUSEMENT ENTERPRISES 


/ 











= 


r. F. J. A. McCarthy 

niversal Pictures Company, Inc. 
ockefeller Center 

ew York, N. Y. 

ear M 


r 
r. McCarthy: 


Just a line to advise you of the results 
of the show which you selected for me in Bethlehem, 
namely, Frankenstein and Love Before Breakfast. 


9 22C 


c 
er 


The business was in my opinion very 

actory. You may unreserved!y tell your men 
, if you wish, to sell this show to the 
exhibitor as a unit, that it did for me more than 
75% in excess of business ordinarily done in my 
theatre. Not only was the business highly satis- 
factory, but the show combination proved excellent 
entertainment. You understand, of course, that all 
of this was without any of the sensational publicity 
and advertising that ‘Frankenstein originally had 


ean caswes | RELEASED NATIONALLY MAY 5th 


n 
exhibitor would make a mistake in booking this 
show. The chances are that it will out-gross most 


ue —YOUR UNIVERSAL RE-DATE 


(Signed) Harold E. Eskin 
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Net Earnings 


For Year, $6,045,103; Other Divvys 


Annual report of Paramount for 
fiscal year ending Jan. 1 last, show- 
ing for the 
year, after all charges and reserves, 
of $6,045,103, was released Monday 
(25). together with a report of Bar- 


consolidated earnings 


ney Balaban, president, to the stock- 
holders. In his report Balaban stated 
approximately $625,000, 
senting Par’s net interest as a stock- 
holder in undistributed 
earnings of partially-owned subsidi- 
not included in the 
statement. 


that repre- 


combined 
aries, 1s consoli- 
dated 

Deduction of $1,186,090 in ad 
1 is on the first and 
ferred the year’s earnings 
» equal to $1.97 a shi: ) 
outstanding as of 


stocks, 


we 


2.465.900 shares 
Jan. 1. Were the earnings in par- 


tially-owned subsids included, 
profit would be equal to $2.22 a share 


on the common shares. There has 


been no dividend on the common so 
far. this having been passed at the 
last dividend meeting. 

In addition to subsidiary earning 


accruing to Par, also not included in 


the annual statement is $1,652,000 
which was credited to the General 
Reserve account, including the set- 


tlement in 1937 by the reorganization 
trustee of the directors’ suit for some 
$13,000,000. Notes of $492,500 and 
$150,000 realized on the sale of a 


parcel of real estate, is included in 
the $1,652,000 going to the General 
Reserve account. 


During 1937 there was a reduction 
in consolidated interest expense of 
$749,985, due in part to conversion of 
securities in Par and rate reductions 
on bond and mortgage indebtedness. 


The balance sheet for 1937 shows 
cash and marketable securities on 
Jan. 1 last of $10,153,628, of which 
$2,580,827 represented balances in 
Great Britain and dominions, and 
$110,677 in other foreign countries. 
Total inventory amounted to $22,- 


884,780, current assets to $37,410,988 
and current liabilities $10,520,474, 
leaving net working capital of $26,- 
890,514, an increase during the year 
1937 of about $4,000,000. 

During 1937 holders of $6,861,200 
of first preferred and $886,500 of sec- 
ond preferred converted their stocks 
into common. 

In his report, Balaban stated that 
during the year (1937) further prog- 
ress was made toward simplifying 
the corporate structure of the com- 
pany and that this work is being 
continued, 

He also reported that permanent 
consolidation effected with A. H. 
Blank in the middle west on a 50-50 
Par-Blank basis, eliminating the old 
repurchase option held by Par. 

Loew's Net, $6,487,678 


Loew's, Inc., net profit for the 28 
weeks ending March 17 was more 
than $2,100,000 lower than for the 
first two quarters ended March 11, 


1937. Company showed $6,487,678 
net for the first two quarters in its 
fiscal year or $3.76 per common 


share as against $8.606,130 or $5.26 


in comparable quarters ending in_ 


March last year. 

The Loew's” statement showed 
earnings of $47.45 on preferred for 
this period ending last month as 
compared with $62.95 for the same 
two quarters in the preceding year. 

Company's. share in operating 
profit after subsidiaries preferred 
dividends amounted to $9,807,359, as 
avzainst $12,390,097 in the first two 
quarters of the preceding fiscal year. 
Despite this dip of more than $3,500,- 
000 in operating profit, Loew's was 
able to show little more than $400.- 
000 reduction in taxes and deprecia- 
tion figure. As a result, more than 
$3.300.000 had to be deducted from 
the total operating profit before the 
net profit could be shown. 

Net earnings for Paramount in 
first quarter of present year ending 
April 2 totaled $830,866, as against 
$2,011,000 in initial quarter last year, 
according to official announcement 
made by company last year. The 
first quarter earnings this year are 
equivalent to 22c on the common. 

The net ineludes direct and in- 
direct net interest as a stockholder 
in combined undistributed earnings 
for the quarter of partially owned 
hon-consolidated subsidiaries, an 
4inount fixed at $806,000,  Para- 
mount estimated per common share 
earnings after deducting $296,523 for 
dividends 


on both classes of pre- 
ferred shares. 
Company statement revealed that 


b | 


(42.172 shares of $100 par value fi! 
’ofovred and 555,101 shares of $10 


par value second preferred shares 
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(Continued from page 1) 
turgy, anatomy and niteries. What 
they don’t own, they house in their 
greatest holding, the Rockefeller 


| Center, taking in every phase of the 


were outstanding as of April 2 this | 


year, 

First quarter earnings statement, 
due out next week, for Consolidated 
Film Industries is expected to com- 
pare favorably with the initial three- 
month period last year. Consolidated 


biz has held well and has benefited 
indirectly through heavy returns 
mad recent weeks by Republic 
mn s serial and feature releases, 
eal. 

Keith - Albee - Orpheum directors 
ist wee declared a dividend of 
$1.75 on its preferred, payable July 
1 to stock on record June 15. The 
} . Nosed to ‘ e quar- 

ending June 30, 1935, being paid 

yut of capital surplus 


B&K Best in 7 


Chicago, 


Years 
April 26. 
At the annual meeting of stock- 
holders of the Balaban & Katz Corp. 
last week W. K. Hollander, head of 
advertising for the circuit, was 
the board of directors of 
the company, succeeding Charles A 
McCulloch, 


named to 


resigned. 


Report of earnings at the meeting 
revealed that B&K, in 1937, had its 
best vear since 1930. Earnings for 
1937 totaled $2,183,301, compared to 
earnings of $1,874,308 in 1936. The 
937 earnings equal, after preferred 


dividend requirements, $7.92 a share 
on the 264,206 shares of $25 par value 
common stock, and compare with 
$6.74 on the outstanding common 
the preceding vear. 

Expenditures of $746.585 for mod- 
ernization and rehabilitation of the- 
atres were charged to the surplus of 
1937. Balance sheet as of Jan. 1, 


1938, showed current assets of $1,- 
139,000 with liabilities as $2,828,000 
which do not include a Paramount 


loan of $1,100,000. Previous year 
showed current assets of $652,000 and 
liabilities of $2,687,000. 


PAR’S NEW UPSTATE 
N. Y. THEATRE DEALS 


Paramount is conducting nego- 
tiations looking toward the signing 
of new leases in Syracuse and 
Rochester, N. Y., where present 
deals expire during the coming year. 
The company has a house in each of 
the upstate keys, but does not oper- 
ate them itself. 

Roy Thompson, treasurer of the 
University of Rochester, third rich- 


est in the country, is in New York | 
discussing terms of a new lease to | 
cover the Century, Rochester, which | 


the university owns. The present 


10-vear lease on the theatre, which | 


also included the Eastman, turned 


| last 30 days 


back by Par in 1931, expires Octo- | 


ber, 1939. Rent on the Rochester 
house at present is $200,000 a year. 
Bill Caderet, city manager of the 
Rochester group pooled for operation 
by RKO, is also in New York on the 
new lease. 

The Par, Syracuse, also on a 10- 
year lease, is owned by William 
Cahill, horseman. The present lease 
there expires June, 1939. Although 
the Syracuse house is under lease to 
Par, latter in turn sub-leases the 
property to RKO, 

RICKETSON’S BOOK 
Denver, April 25. 

Rick Ricketson’s book on ‘The 
Management of Motion Picture The- 
atres’ is to be published soon after 
May 1 by McGraw-Hill. Treatise on 
all pases of the exhibition field is 
divided into six main divisions: At- 
tractions, Policy, Operation and 
Personnel. Advertising, Constructive 
Stimulation and Corporate’ and 
Physical Structure. 

Ricketson studied for law, was for 
editor of the Denver 
Post. and has spent years in the the- 
atre He is manager 
of the Fox Intermountain division. 


a time sports 


business, now 


Maloney’s 2d Free Feed 
Pittsburgh, April 26. 
Film Row gang is tossing a testi- 
monial dinner at William Penn hotel, 


Mav 9, for John J. Maloney, former 
managver of the Metro exchange 
here who has just been elevated to a 


the same 
similarly 


years azo 


district 


‘ompany. 


managership by 
Maloney was 


honored only a couple of 


| his 13th anniversary with M-G-M. 
I mtinuing to make h head- 
s in Pittsburgh 
If Seed. WB exchange an- 
i ! ha naning the aifa 


|mount Pictures, 


amusement industry. Circus seems 
the only possible exception to the 
Rockefeller show biz _ activities. 
Though they shirk the spotlight 
(unique in show biz), some see a 
curtsy to the tribal label in the 
billing of the Rockettes. And Stand- 
ard Oil stations have been used 
to bally shows tenanting the Center 
theatre 


gas 


Rockefeller Center Iraws 2,500,- 
000 paying visitors annually, with 
every possible attraction trom y 
Museum of Science and Industry to 
skating rinks, gardens and a sou- 
venir trade. 


Got $12500, But 
Settled for Less; 
Odd Legal Point 


April 26. 
action by which a 
film patron received damages he de- 
cided he didn’t want was taken to the 
U. S. Supreme Court last week by 
Texas Consolidated Theatres 
Because the intermediate tribunal 
refused to be bound by an out-of- 
court settlement, chain asked review 
of the proceedings initiated by S. H. 
Pittman, whose wife was hurt in the 
Abilene house of Texas Consolidated. 
In the first round, Pittman got a 
judgment for $12,500 and costs. 
Unusual legal question 
because, while the case was under 
advisement on appeal, compromise 
was negotiated under which Pittman 
received reimbursement for ex- 
penses. Lawyers stipulated that the 
verdict of the lower court should be 
reversed but instead of following 
lawyers’ wishes the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals affirmed the orig- 


Washington, 


Lower court 


presented 


inal award, holding it was not bound | 


by any pact between parties. 


Since no judgment had been 





| Rockefellers’ Gross | Fox, Detroit, May Be Solo Vaudfilmer 


As 4,000-Seat Mich. May Go Str. Pix 


an- | 


nounced nor any opinion filed at the | 


time the compromise was entered, 
the question is raised whether 
appellate court had the right to dis- 
regard the settlement and jurisdic- 


tion. Declaring the Circuit Court 
had lost jurisdiction when the tiff 


was straightened out, 
the chain said the intermediate ju- 
rists have ‘assumed to decide moot 
questions.’ 


Bamford’s Facelifting 


improvement shown in the 
in his territory, Carl 
is planning renovation of 


With 


Bamford 


| his Plaza, Asheville, N. C., as well as 


some work on Canton, N.C., houses. 

Leon Netter, h.o. theatre operat- 
ing executive with Paramount, part- 
ners with Bamford in the Southeast, 


the | 


attorneys for | 


returned Monday (25) from a swing | 


with Bamford through Asheville, 
Canton and Bristol, Tenn., after in- 
specting properties and 
conditions. 


surveying 


Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein 
Loses Point in Par Suit 
Mrs. Emma Swift Hammerstein, 
widow of the late impresario, Oscar, 
was denied permission Thursday (21) 
by N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Pecora to examine officials of Para- 
Inc., before trial in 
her damage suit based on the pic- 
ture, ‘High, Wide and Handsome.’ 
Mrs. Hammerstein claims Paramount 
used her husband's name without 
permission in listing him as_ the 
writer of the play on which the pic- 
ture is supposed to be based. She 
instituted the executrix of 
Oscar's estate Hammerstein, 
2d, is credited having written 
the lyrics and music of the picture 


action as 
Oscar 
with 


Besides damages, which she ask 
the court to fix, Mrs. Hammerstein 
also wants an injunction to restrain 
further showing of the picture. 

The Par picture only lists Ham- 
merstein, 2d, and Jerome Kern a3 


authors. 


THE CRUSADE STARTS 


Hollywood, April 26 


George Brent. Humphrey Boxart 
Allen Jenkins and Gloria Dick 
iave the featured les in Wa 
Racket B . ch is Siven 
tart ; ’ raa (Mfonda 

Lioyd Bacon is directing. 





$48 Stickup 


Indianapolis, April 26. 
touring the 
circuit here scored one error, one 
run, and one hit last week, with a 
total profit of $48. Two gunmen first 
drew a the cashier of the 


( ema nabe but retired without 


Bandits film house 


bead on 


) 
l 
{ 


St. Paul, April 26 

‘rdman, 20, pleaded 
udge R. A. Walsh in 
y district court to 


p< 


$250 


Carrol K. 


ruilty before 


Fk ! 
a 

Ramsey count 

robbing the Arcade, 
yn Feb. 27, and hizzone 
for a visit of 
pen 


nabe, ol 
rapped him 
up to 10 years in state 
Erdman pleaded guilty to a 
third-degree burglary charge and 
Judge Walsh then vacated 
of an up-to-10-years 
in 1936 for auto theft. 


HARTFORD'S GAME NIX, 
THEATRES OR LODGES 


Hartford, April 26. 
Coinciding with the ruling of the 
that banko is illegal, 
local police last week informally and 


probation 


sentence meted 


supreme court 


unofficially nixed bingo and beano 
games here Awaiting official rul- 
ing, exhib had voluntarily stopped 


bank nights. 

Fearful of arousing the ire of so- 
cial the prosecutor’s 
office of Hartford police court 


organizations, 
the 


+ 





sent word to the sponsoring organi- | 


zations that they expect the games to 
be shut down at the conclusion of 
the winter season. Organizations 
sponsoring large are the 
Elks, American Legion and Knights 
of Columbus besides a _ host of 


games 


smaller games under the auspices of | 


smal] 

Before moving against the big 
three, political and social reactions 
were weighed by the prosecutor’s of- 
fice. It was decided against a direct 
and immediate ban. 

At the same time Waterbury po- 
lice officially put the bee on bingo, 
beano, banknights, screeno and ten- 
o-Win on an order of Police Super- 


several groups. 


intendent William J. Roach follow- 
ing the court’s verdict. 
Roach stated that the order 


Detroit, April 25. 
Big upheaval impending in United 
Detroit's first-run houses, with 4,000- 


seater Michigan expected to drop 
vaude for a straight pix policy in 
near future, leaving the 5,000-seat 


Fox (indie) as lone flesh spot in this 
1,500,000-pop town. 


Additional reports have’ King- 
Trendle (Par) shutting the 2,000-seat 
Madison, now ym Straight first-run 
film t t lying t ) ) 12 
Vi i \ idditional licket 
UD ) in house downtown, the 
Broadwa Cano | Iso r sected 

) ) f t min 

Wit i -ae} id { ! n lol- 
| i ) 1? ) ilm ) 

) ) il ger illy, especially 
hi er-priced downtown spots. 
In lieu of viewing one flicker at 65c, 

) \¢ p! ted folks have been cone 
tent to iit for films to hit 25c nabes. 

While UD officials refuse to com- 
ment, it known that musicians and 
tage hands at the Michigan got thei 
two-weel notice last Friday (21). 
While t b ne | for pro- 
tection in case UD exer decide sit- 
uash warrants Immediate end to 
Michigan stage shows. it’s reported 


that deluxer will drop 
termination of first two 
tice, 
Although 
present 


vaude at 
week’s no- 


there’s no indication a 


, its believed Michigan would 


resume stage shows next fall, or 
sooner if financial shape of Detroit 
| perks up considerably before that 
time. 

x btful if union boys will at- 


tempt picketing or public-sympathy 
raising tactics, in view of brutal con- 
ditions, but this phase hasn't been 
discussed in sufficient detail as yet. 
If Michigan carries out dropping 
of vaude, Fox theatre will stick to 
its vaudfilm policy if at all possible 
Would give that house added advan- 
tage and Fox has several topnotch 
attractions lined up for early dates. 
3ut should Michigan stick out with 
its vaude policy, which appear doubt- 
ful in view of notices, etc., Fox and 
Mich both may work out some sort 
of an agreement to pare expenses. 
Musicians and stagehand unions 
are trying to forestall elimination of 


vaude through working out of a 
wage cut and staff reduction pro- 
posals suggested by UD. Stagehands 


offered to take a 10°, pay slash im- 
mediately, with provision for adjust- 
ments later as biz improves. 
Musicians are considering 10% 
cuts and lopping four off the pit or- 
chestra. May accept UD's proposal 


'on basis that it'll run only to Sept. 


16, when second half of a two-year 


| contract expires, with provision men 


against beano and bingo applies to. 


all games whether operated’ by 
private persons, commercial organi- 
zations, churches, lodges or societies. 
The fact that proceeds of many of 
the affairs go to charity in no way 
alters the situation he said. 


Interstate Convention 
To Coincide with MPTOA 


Oklahoma City, April 26. 

Morris Loewenstein, national 
retary of the MPTOA, quotes 
O'Donnell, general manager of the 
Interstate circuit, that in the event 
the MPTOA convention is brought 
to Oklahoma City this fall, an at- 
tempt will be made to bring the In- 
terstate convention to the 
city at the same time. 

The civic of the Biltmore 
hotel, Silver room at the Skirvin, 
and the Municipal auditorium with 
6,000 seats would assure plenty of 
room for several concurrent meet- 
ings in Oklahoma City, Loewen- 
stein stated. 


Ssec- 


Bob 


managers’ 


room 


Ol’ Doc X Back 


Holly VOO 1, 


April 26 


William Clemens has been an med 
to direct ‘The Return of Dr. X.’ with 
30ris Karloff in the lead role and 
Bryan Foy producing 


Picture is the 


series 


second of the ‘X’ 


Tuning a Gridder 
Holly wood, April 26 


George Marshall has been set by 
4Oth-Fox to direct a football musical 
» be filmed during the summer. 


Picture, still without a title, will 

» ou j 4 ‘ted to PaaS ‘ed tne scal > Ot 
Pigskin Parade’ and ‘Life Begins at 
College gotn pi iou gridiron re- 
i i > 


| which 


will go back on terms of second por- 
tion of contract at that time. 
Indianapolis, April 26. 
Notice was given union employees 
of the Indiana, 3,300-seater, Friday 
(22). House is largest of the group 
also. includes Circle and 


| Apollo, combined Jast fall under the 


banner of Harry Katz and Fred 
Dolle. While Indiana has been con- 
sistently in the black, showing the 
top pictures under contract to all 
three houses, the smaller Circle and 
Apollo have suffered from sluffs and 
holdovers 

Another for the shuttering 
of the the condition of 
the house cooling system, which has 
not been used for several summers, 
and would cost too much to put in 
operation, 


reason 


Indiana is 


Vancouver Overseating A 


Worry; Many New Houses 
Vancouver, B. C., April 26. 
Plenty of furrowed foreheads 
amongst exhibitors here with open- 
ing of four theatres in metro- 
politan area in six months adding 
emphasis to serious overseating 
situation. 
tainment c 


new 


Long rated as best 
‘nter in Canada, 
ections has bec 


headache. In 


enter- 
city in 
many an @X- 


hibitor 


yme 
certain loca- 
dropped as much 
opening of new houses. 
theatres in the past two 
added over 8,600 seats. 


grosses have 
as 50%, on 
Ten new 


years have 


BOY SCOUT CLIFFER 
Holly April 26 
Four writer W Gittens, 
Joseph Poland, George Plympton and 


sasil Dickey, have been assigned to 


wood 


ndham 


write a cliffhanver in 12 chapters on 
t} ) 0 e Boy Scouts, for 
t nivel i}, 

still untitled, the production is 
3 juled to roll in Jul 


oe 
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The Biggest Thing of 
Any Spring is That | 


‘Lerrific Technicolor — 
Sensation from 
Warners! 


vhed m 
PieQWiCOLON 


a : 


Natiorial release starts May 12th 
at Radio City Music Hall! 
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EXPLOITATION :-: by Epes w. Sargent 
Air-Minded Shooting the Works 
St. Louis. Warner Bros. studio exploitation 
of Loew's staff pulled an archery contest at 


vicinity downtown de 


lux cr, resembled an aviation field as 
manager Harold ‘Chick’ Evens and 
publicity direcior Jimmy Harris 


turned on the heat to exploit MG’s 
“rast Pilot.’ In addition to placing a 
293-foot compo board model of a 
plane atop the marquee with the pic 


title outlined in electric lights and 
lluminated at night by anti-aircraft 
beacons obtained from nearby Scott 
Fieid. U.S.A, aviation base, the fusel- 
ige of a Curtiss-Wright plane, com- 
ypiete with tail assembly motor 
yvops, ete., was parked for the first 

» days of the run in a space neal 

heatre. An usher in flying suit 


ioned at the plane answered ques- 
ys and dished out cards plugging 

» attraction 
The Stix, Baer & Fuller Dry Goods 
C»., one of the town’s largest dept 
ves, sponsors a boys’ aviation club 
wiih a membership of 15,000, nd 
Evons and Harris cashed in on thi 
possibility by planting a large panel 
wth copy and plenty of stills of the 


C*ble-Loy-Tracy ovus in the store’s 
wiation exhibit. The day after the 
pic began run 50 winners in the 
sisvo’s model airplane contest were 
| ts of the theatre. which got lots 
o word-of-mouth advertising. The- 
af > ti-ctvet sellers wore air hostes 
ur‘forms, and regulation captain uni- 
fooms were provided for the ticket 
(="ce The usu! routine tieups were 


waasized to clinch the campaign 


Good, but Bungled 


Philadelphia. 

Novel preview of Metro’s ‘Te: 
Pilot’ was held here last week for 
und other members of industry. 
All arrived—or were supposed to ar- 


Crix 


rive—by plane. 

Pic was screened in barn on the 
estate of Alfred L. Wolf. in Amble 
near Philly Wollt’s law titm does 
mtutch legal work for the film colony 
here. He is an aviation enthusia 
flies to work every day and has a fly- 


his estate. 
pretty well 
the first place, however, by 
rain, which made flying 
possible, so all but a 
invited came by auto. 
arvangements were made for planes 
for the crix, and, being in no position 
to hire them themselves, those who 
eame resorted to usual means of 
travel. Idea, however, was good for 
2 considerable space in the dailies 


in* field on 
Stunt was ruined, in 
torrential 
almost im- 
few of those 
Secondly, no 


For Golden Couples 


Oklahoma City. 
During showing of ‘Girl of the 
Golden West’ city manager W. A. 
Quinn served as host for a party at 


the Midwest, at which all couples in 
the city who had been married 50 
y-ors or over were invited to attend. 

Party attended the show at 1 
dD. following which the men re- 


ceived cigars and the women flowers 
as a courtesy of the theatre. 


POE NREHRERULEUUIUAEEENT THT IIITETIN Ie rereerrrecreenins Cher bennett 








Palm Springs recently on behalf of 


‘The Adventures of Robin Hood.’ 
Working it on a big scale cracked 
Life and other picture publications 


as well as scores of papers all over 
the country, whose Hollywood rep- 
resentatives were taken down for 
the event and also permitted to en- 
gage in an alleged contest on their 
own ‘ount. Some of ’em hit the 
target; most of ‘em didn’t, but they 
all penned stories 

Real tournament carried nearly 
ind was run off under 
John F. Cuneo, of 
the Nat APCHOES Assn. Shooting was 


the upervi on ot 


for a trophy ostensibly donated by 
Basil Rathbone Howard Hill, ar- 
c} ert, who worked in the pic- 
t e ive a demonstration and ex- 
hibition, and the stunt was blown up 
to b proportion 

There are archery clubs in most 
of the populated spots, and a local 


contest can be worked for plenty of 
newspaper space and art by contact- 
ing the club sufficiently far in ad- 


vance to get a real event under way 


Cocktailer Tops 
Cleveland. 


Although given secondary billing, 


Di I a-Drink’ Hoffman copped 
more f pace from rags than top- 
lined Judy Canova on his first visit 
to RKO Palace hers. 
Cocktail magician sent bottles of 
Seavram’s VO to all drama crick 
ith a noite, ‘The drinks are on me’ 


und “This bottle when empty is your 
pass to the Palace theatre this week. 


pomee gl company tos sed his card 
around all of town’s bi ‘tter bistros, 
ind a ‘tees with beer company 


brought radio plugs before ball game 


broadcasts. Even got a break from 
picture-snatchers who snapped him 
is he pulled his cocktail-shaker trick 
in a race against six bartenders in a 
Statler hotel. 


Fixing Up Marco 
New Haven. 
John Hesse put on the town’s big- 
gest campaign in weeks for ‘Marco 
Polo’ at the Roger Sherman Used 


>a flock of routine stuff like book- 
marks, one-sheets on news trucks, 
‘Marco Polo’ sundaes, trailer a month 
ahead, badges on personnel two 
weeks ahead, letters to Board of Edu- 
cation, radio spot announcements 
ete. 

For special plugs, Hesse landed 


HeHerRenereatornane® Perrine Te EET 


ix-column art and story on kissing 


technique in Sunday sheet, also story 
of artist Rockwell Kent’s choice of 
Gary Cooper as typical American. 


Heads of prominent Italian organ- 
zations were contacted and a ‘Marco 
Polo’ night arranged, with Italian 
consul, ete. as guests. Sidewalk 
teaser stencils were used and a photo 
of Governor C being invited to 
picture broke sheets 


ross 
local 


Street bally had a costumed ‘Polo’ 
arrive by train, visiting msyor’s and 
newspaper offices. Hess2 drew an 


official okay on temporarily ¢ 


hang- 
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‘ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN 


s trart 25¢ 
trav of te 1 p.m.| 
Beginning Saturday, 9:35 A. M. 

tcloved Brat,” with Bonita Granville 














Doors Open 
9:35 ALM 

















Loew’s STATE 


BROADWAY & 45th STREET 


TODAY 
ONLY 










la Person 
MAE WEST 

“MERRILY WE LIVE’ 
Starts Vhursday 


“GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST" 











M-G.-Mi's Smash Hit 
CLARK MYEKNA SPENCER 
GABLE Loy TRACY 


 Smok PILOT’ 
APITOL == 








| PARAMOU NT.i sie | 


IN PERSON | 
KAY | 
KYSER | 
And His College || 


of Musical 
Knowledge 


i “College 
Swing” 


Buros and Allen 


Martha Raye 
| Bob Hope 














Ith Av. & 50th St. H “In Old 
ROXY chicago” 
m0 MUSIC HALL 


‘“THERE’S ALWAYS 
A WOMAN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


| girl planted in 

















ing name of theatre’s st 
Polo’ street and had 
addressed thusly. 
Contests included a 
section tiein, with 
word letters on ‘Do you think trav- 
eling salesmen have changed much 
since Marco Polo’s day?’ Also gave 
guest tickets for identifying previous 
Cooper roles from stills in weekly. 
Third contest offered prize to neer- 
est guesser on time it would take a 
store window to read 
loudspeaker (ran tw 


incoming mail 


oakievs for 50- 


the book via 
days). 

By pulling 
landed the whole campaign for 
nuts. 

Bob Russell made a nics 


pea- 


> tlein with 


local gas company who went for 
about 50 incl of space, with cuts, 
to plug the all-g kitchen used in 
Merrily We Live’ at Pol 
Unusual for tl yurce t 70 10 
public p of this natu 
Kisses and Crackers 
Oklahoma Cit} 
Couple of good gags worked out to 
typo interest in ‘Marco Polo,’ flicker- 
the Standard here, included 
passing out packages containing one 
firecracker and the note ‘This fire- 
cracker changed the history of the 
world, see ‘Marco Polo.’ Cards with 
place for kiss imprints were passed 
out to young ladies who left their 
kiss-print via lipstick on the card 
and handed them in at the Criterion 


b.o. in competition for $5 prize 
money to the girl with the best 


Marco Polo style lip print 


Helping Autoists 
Spokane 
Manager Al Baker of the Fox ar- 
ranged tor the state patrol to set up 
driver’s license testing equipment in 
the lobby As state patrol’s head- 
quarteis are distant from downtown 
and Fox is centrally located, testing 
station has been getting big play. 








Theatres-Exchanges 
Tulsa, Okla, 
Federal Judge F. P. Kennamer has 
conlirmed sale of the $1,000.000 Ak- 
dar temple to Ralph Talbot for 


$106,667, ending a deadlock 
on by an attempt of Akdar Shrine 
members to forestall final sale of the 
property after Talbot had bid it in at 
auction. 


brought 


—— 


FE. E. Whitaker, Fox theatre and 
citv manager for Lucas & om nkin 
Inc., ha been elevated to di trict 


managership of chain. Hi 
Fox meg have been a-sumed by 
Hudson Edward who has been in 
addle of circuit's Bijou in Savannah 
Oliver H. Bradbury, Jt mg of 
Georgia, will replace Edwards at 
Bijou. Georgia is skedded to go dark 
shortly Lol 

L, & J's 


; duties a 


Uurmmel 


eeneral offices have been 


moved from Walton Building to 
Shrine Mosque, which houses Fox, 
circuit’s ace de luxer. Circuit oper- 


ates more than 50 houses in Georgia. 


Oklahoma City. 
Shifts in Standard circuit person- 
nel here include: Pat Pachen replac- 
ing Bert Stern as advertising man- 
ager: Ben Langdon, assistant to 
Pachen; Carr Flourney resigned as 


{ 


reet to “Marco | | 


classified ad 


proper strinys, Hesse | 


VARIETY 








Ne Pi B ll 
(Continued from page 3) der this year, when nearer to aroun 
— $35,000,000 was poured into a s 
and command hs : hdaael rentals is | son’s product. tKO, working 


of such signal importance that as 
much may finally be spent as for the 
current (37-38) season, regardless of 
what saving is realized now or in the 
near future. Any given company, 
turning put the same number of films 
for '38-39, might be spending consid- 
erably more than for this year were 
not certain economies being put into 
> now. It is pointed out that 


) of the problem represents fixed 


Sarr 
1Ore 


working on the 15 end of 
the situation Whatever can be 
vay from the 15 pi 
not in the long 
depending on 
high-bracket 


cut 
oblem may 
run mean so much, 
whether the ‘A’ o1 
pictures eat up 


More 
MmiOT 


than this year or less. 
May Help Some 
The speeding up of scripts and 
turning out pictures faster m pull 
ome companies throueh 1 
1938-39 production co OL an entire 
program at as much as_ $5,000,000 


under this year, but at this time this 
is only a guess and a prayer. Among 
other things, the producer-distribu- 
tors are jealous about protecting 
rental levels actually hoping fo1 
higher terms for '38-'39, and thus 
fear the danger of trying to get pic- 
tures out in the form of ‘cotton’ 
rather than ‘wool,’ knowing full well 
that the difference in rentals may 
out-balance the gain from ‘cheating 
| at the studio, 

In the setting up of budgets to 


| year, 


manager of Ritz with Jack Tunstil 
being transferred from Victoria to 
replace: Dick Talbot to take over | 


of Victoria. 


Inanagement 


Spartanburg, S. C. 


Fred Reid. assistant manager at 
State, transferred to Criterion as 
manager. D. B. Austell. Strand man- 
ager, transferred to Greenville as 


Rialto 
houses, 


manager. 


Wilby-Kincey 


Minneapolis. 


Most elaborate paint job along the 
Minneapolis rialvo, just completed, 
was on a shuttered theatre, the Al- 


vin, which had its huge marquee and 
upright prettied up. House has been 
dark the better part of the past two 
seasons except for isional lecture 
and concerts 


OCces 


Hollywood 
theatre, a Fox We 
Sinks-Da\ Bershon sub- 


Hollywood 
Coast-Far] 


sequent run operation on Hollywood 
blvd.. reopened after being com- 
pletely remodeled at aé_e cost of 
around $26,000. 
Boston 
Walter Murphy forn ly treas- 
er of Loew's Orphe rromoted 
oO ] int i i ms. ylacing 
George Fo ned George 
MecGunnigle ) ] an? 
trea ré ) ») to reasu I and 
Ja Tibbe ) VICE taff ike 
1 i! mavrelr po tion 
Atla ita 
Promotions ll bring shifts in 
Lucas & Jenkin sonnel in 
‘\ inta and Sa i an, I E. Whi {- 
iker, city manag here, slated for 
itive Dp ( iin’ GHO het 
H ison Ed i now I Bij vu 
Savanr ] ) here i 
mt cire ~ ] Fo 
Oliver Bradb J mg if 
( yrrvia } { » tal 
k il 1 ) j > 5 K i? 
to Meg Ty R of Para 
’ t here ' 1 > he Oss a 
(; ria 


cover ’38-'39 programs, the figure 
which virtually all companies are 
proceeding is very flexible. The 


idea of ‘tting aside stipulated 


son 


amounts to 
program that 
any c¢ 


cover a full season’ 


may be followed wiih 


‘rtainty is a mathematical im- 


possibility at this time in the opinion 
oft one high executive. 

For. that reason, although some 
arbitrary figure may be set up from 


which to 


proceed most of the com- 
panies may go along graduall and 
feel their way on costs as the season 
progresses One company for the 
coming year, Monogram even 
figuring on a higher budget in fon 
the current (37-'38) session. While 
last ummer Mono budgeted 


52,500,000, for "38-39 it is planning a 
budget of around $3,000,000. Para- 
mount, with a budget for °37-°38 of 
$31,000,000, may spend all of that 
again for ‘'38-'39, while Warner 
Bros., at around $30,000,000, is likely 
to do the same under plans, accord- 
ing to one executive, to turn out 
more big pictures for the coming 
Metro may come in a bit un- 


budget of 


season, may be another to 
little. 
Alihough it may 


figure, 20th-Fox is 


not 


son that presupposes a reduction 
program delivery of $2,000,900 
33,000,000. In the face of 20th’s a 
bitious plans for °38-'39 in prod 
it is doubted in some quart i 
negative cost will be this n I 
ler ‘°37-'38 The °38-'39 budged 
reported to have bee 
$°1,006.000. Because of the fas 
some pictures may cost moi 

ed now, othe less t i 
budget could anticipate, pl 
certainty of conditions ahead 
principal thought not worry 
about that but getting out the b 
merchandi selling it for all 
worth and striving, against ant 
pated severe competition, to realize 


the highest possible profits 


B’WAY BICYCLE MARCH 
AS DURBIN PIC TIE-IN 


Loew's Uni 


ballyhooed 
Deanna Durbin starrer, ‘Mad 
Music, which is currently p 
Loew houses in Greater New 


with a five block long parade Satur- 
included 


day (23) Parade 

Naval Militia 
Astoria, L. L; the Loew Cadet 
laiter an outfit of youngsters 
is supplied with 


morning. 


a band from a 


unlorms 


around $25,000,000 for 
reduce 


1 
, + 
hew { 


reported hay 
set up a budget for the coming 


, 
> 


| 


About 


layi 


vy 


I 


unit 
band, 


whieh 


ind 


detach- 


truments by the circuit and used 
such stunts; a Naval Militia 
nent; Loew ushers, and about 
girl bicyclists, who appeared as 
sult of a tie-up with three 


cycling clubs. 


Parade started at Columbus Circle, 
marched down Broadway to Loew’ 
State, swung around and went 
up Seventh avenue to 57th stre 
over a block and down to Loew’ 
Ziegfeld at 54th and Sixth avenue, 
where three cups and three 
were given for best represented 
sroup of bicyclists from one secti 
best costume or decorated machin 


and a cup for riding 
represented 


contest. 


second 
Awards 


prizes in 


were present! 


national 


bact 


medals 


ability. Meda 


ed 


rider 


Norman Hill, former six-day 
and now v.p. of Cycle Trades 
America, and broadcast by 


Loew’s radio station. 

Police permit for 
obtained because of the wheele 
egation. Police 
tive for the march, but issued 
in the sport. 
sequcnce in the picture. 


the parade 


understood the 


WHN 


> 


d 


Mo- 
per- 
mit on the angle it furthered interest 
Bicycles tied-in with a 











Miss West, 


LOEW'S STATE 
NEW YORK 
NOW 





I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to 
Jim Timony and Miss West's 
personnel for a highly pleasant and memorable 


record-breaking ten weeks’ engagement. 


JACK POWELL 


RKO BOSTON 
BOSTON 
WEEK APRIL 28 
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‘THIS IS NOT A CONTROVERSY’ DECLARE 


MACFADDENITES IN ATTACKING RADIO 








—Contrasts Costs of Page Versus Half Hour— 


Radio Answers ‘More 


Than for Magazines’ + 


Macf 
for the 


now circulating 


adden Magazines has _ issued | 
of its sales staff who are 
the argument among 


use€ 


advertising agencies in New York a 
new blast at network radio which 
follows by several weeks bye Crow- 
€ magazine frontal ttack via 
splash printed sacnaisanatie i! 
irade papers <nd dailies. But Mac- 
fadden pretaces its stuu” with a few 


courtesies to the competitive media 
of broadcasting. 

Says the explanatory fcreword: 

THIS 1S NOT A CONTROVERSY. 

Magazines and radio are not nec- 
essarily competitive, but comple- 
mentary. They have common de- 
nominators. Radio advertisers an- 
their programs in maga- 
zines. Magazine editors promote 
their publications on the radio. 


Macfadden Publications, Inc., like 
vadio. Currently, on Friday nights 
over the air can be heard A. L. 
Alexander’s True Stories, sponsored 
by True Story Magazine. Macfadden 
Publications, Inc., consider this suc- 
cessful advertising. 

By no means does this report in- 
tend to stress the strength of maga- 
advertising as opposed to the 
weaknesses of radio advertising. 

This is not a message to the client 
on ‘What Big EYES You Have,’ nor 
is it a message ‘What Big EARS You 
Have.’ 

No grotesque statement 
such as ‘What Goes in One EAR 
Comes Out the Other, But What 
Goes in Through the EYE Sticks 
As There Is No Hole in the Back 
of the Head!’ 

Nor do we go into the pressing | 
problems being investigated bi! 
psychologists and psychiatrists—the 
disintegrating effect of constant noise 
and music stimuli on our sensitive 
and not so sensitive citizens—which 
is causing ‘growing emotional insta- | 
bility and even criminal outbreaks 
in modern society.’ 

Nor discuss symptoms of _ the 
over-indulged listener, nor dwell on 
the group whom Kenneth Goode 
describes as being ‘out of the field 
of radio LISTENING into the field 
of radio RUNNING’ 

Rather, herein we weigh the) 
VALUES OF EACH MEDIA and| , 
point out some significant factors tol? 
be considered by the manufacturer | 
planning his advertising program. 

»* Rebuttal 


Macfadden is making the point 
that ‘magazine audience is guaran- 
ieed delivery.’ Radio is already an- 
swering that while a large newsstand 
sale is a strong story magazines in 





nounce 


zine 


is made 


general cannot draw condescending | 


conclusions from forced circulations | 
that do not count unopened and un- 


read copies and that ignore the fact | 


that the known percentage of read- 
ers seeing any given advertisement 
in a magazine is 10% r less by sta- 
listical average. 

As the quibbling again threatens 
to go on well into the night maga- 
zines testify anert their own popu- 
larity with John Q and Jane Pub- 
lic that the following sums were 
spent in 1937 for magazines via sub- 
scription and newsstand sales: 


ps ee $15,846.170 
ey | wee rer ree 13,733.629 
SUE 4.064 605s08ned0inexs 13,406,109 
DOPE 65 040464406048 60006 9.747.571 
DEAE Sb 4ed ds e800 oK04088 5.560.069 
To this the radio answer (from | 
ftie files) is obviously that in 1937 


the public spent $45f 000.000 for new 
racio sets and tubes and $297,000.000 


for electricity and repairs to op- 
erate radio sets (estimated up to 
2¢.000.000 in American homes). 
Macfadden gets down to a com- 
parative basis when it contrasts a 
half hour of evening network time 


costing $13.7C°, and 
with a black and white paze 
§F0. An audience 
2.200.000 is then set agains* an audi- 
erce of 2.120.000 for radio (based on 
C.A.8. median). Arithmetic followed 
ehows 444 families per magazine dol- 
Jac for 362 family per evening radic 
half hour. This is finally reduced red 
support a claim of ‘36.8% more for 
your money in a magazine than 
radio.” 


compares this 
at $4.- 


—_—_— -—— 


San Antonio, April 23. 
South Texas Press Association, 


| Hotel 


DAA AAAAAAAAAA 





Spent for Sets and Tubes 





More About Crowell 


has 
cam- 


Crowell Publishing Co. 
expanded its rural-area 
paign to eight stations. Mag 
plugged is Country Home and 
the aim of the sponsor is to 
merchandise via farm - area 
radio stations the farm ads in 
the publication 

Five new broadcasters set are 
KFBI, Abilene, Kans.; WIBA, 
Madison, Wis.: WMBD, Peoria, 
Ill... WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
WMT, Cedar Rapids, Ia. Three 
stations which continue and on 
which Crowell started its stunt 





early this year are WNAX, 
Yankton, S. D.: KMA, Shenan- 
doah, Ia.: KF RU, Columbia, Mo. 
Publishing house’ reported || 
still sensitive about the attack |! 
made upon it after its radio 
blast couple months ago. Con- 


tention of Crowell is that the 
layouts did not belittle radio as 
an advertising medium, but the 
high talent costs. It is main- 
tained advertisers wasted lumps 
of money in many instances. 

In its own radio campaign 
Crowell is spending nothing for 
talent. Programs are five-min. 
talks, mostly spotted at noon, 
and the commentators are pro- 
moted by the publisher. These 
are chiefly local w.k.’s who are 
interested in farm matters. 
Their talks deal with these sub- 
jects. Typical talker is Earl 
May, on KMA, who also runs 
the chain of May stores, spread 
in farm areas, 











meeting in annual convention in San 
Antonio, to start campaign to bar 
radio publicity in member sheets. 
Group bills itself as ‘largest regional | 
press association in the world.’ | 

Jack Howerton, publisher cf Cuero, | 


Texas, Record, was elected president | 
Saturday (23), 








Ted Blake, m.c. and comedian on 
‘Night at the Inn’ show on WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, will head fioor show at 
Summit in Uniontown, Pa., 
summer resort 





Magazines 


Macfadden data that fails to 


|scrutiny to 
| pasted across dealers’ 
itry to determine how many objects 
| containing the letter ‘C’ are to be 


| by the poster. 
|tain their participating cards from 





+r 


Second Magazine Wallop at Broadcasiing This Year| Dorothy Thompson Layoff 





Dorothy Thompson js taking a 
three months’ vacation, starting May 


| 30, from her Pall Mall cig program 


on NBC as provided for by her con- 


| tract. 


which has the 
for some- 


Compton 
acccunt, 


agency, 


is looking around 


thing to fill the period. 





Chevrolet Wax 


Series Testing 


Fans Attention 


Chevrolet's ‘Musical Moments’ se- 


ries will soon come in for its major | 
| listening test. 
| launching a guessing contest which 
| will be tied up with the waxings and 
| involve the giving away of six cars. | 


Listeners will be directed to give 
huge 
windows and 


found in the barnyard scene depicted 
Contestants must ob- 


the dealers. 


LEVYS OF WCAU BUY 
15% OF TRANSRADIO 


I. D. and Leon Levy, owners of 
WCAU, Philadelphia, and among the 
major stockholders in CBS, last! 
week put the finishing touches to/| 
a transaction which brought them 
a 15% interest in Transradio News 
| Service and allied enterprises. Levy 
brothers will as a result of the pur- 
chase become members of Trans- 
radio’s board of directors. 

Ike Levy declared Monday (25) 
that he and his brother had come 
into the organization merely as in- 
vestors and that they would not take 
an active part in its operations, 


Vs. Radio 


disturb radioites because they 








Foo 





see therein a story-within-a-story favorable to radio is revealed 
in the so-called ‘Fort Wayne Survey.’ 


Value to advertisers of 


| the non- magazine homes in percentages. is complimentary to 


| broadcasting, i in trade opinion. 





(circulation) of | 


Data as submitted (but given 


| contrary interpretation by magazines and radio) follows: 
Radio Homes Radio Homes 
Reached by Not Reached by 
Magazines Magazines 
Own an Automobile........... 74.9% 50.0% 
PRRs saint . 141 13.3, 
CO . 143 11.5 
OL oe 8&9 5.6 
Iludson-Terraplane . Gs 5.2 
RWINE séstucetscss ato. ie 3.0 
WE Rd be Stadedinwnns co 46 2.6 
Dodge Tore TREE ET . ° 44 iS 
Oldsmobile ........... a— 1.9 
Own °36 or ‘37 Model........ . mae 12.2 
4 3 Peper e err er eree . 938 91.3 
Chase & Sanborn ....... « ae 7.2 
Maxwell HOUSE ....sccccun 128 7.2 
Use Prepared Food Drink..... 43.2 21.6 
to ea eee » ane 8.2 
TD pd da ght hak waco ° 8.9 49 
eo rr ~ wa 2.6 
Use Gelatin Desserts... . 89.4 71.0 
aces honenesaas . 597 43.1 
eee e Tere er Te ee rT 20.5 97 
Use Packaged Cheese........ . 63.4 37.6 
MONE sib Fee essaerdncns . 54.4 27.1 
Use Tooth Paste ......... 46 One 66.7 
he cen Eee oun 18.1 
| eee errr er ee vices oe 5.7 
=e ere rere » ES 92 
|Use Tooth Powder........ <0 0 23.1 
Ail, EePORE cccccscens cose oe 6.5 


PEpSOGeNt cccoccesccccece 


Auto manufacturer is | 


picture posters | 


———_—+—_—__~ 
——— 
. 
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Radio Isn't Intellectual 





return on all but few best sellers. 
around New York area. N. Y. 
area by miles. 


this down. 
Book Sellers some time ago. 


local shots, mostly spot, 


Schuster, Oxford University 


listeners. 
scale book stores which emphasize 


tries, a very noticeable scarcity 
smallest figure on that basis.) 
less than 1,200 retail outlets in U. 


total sales on ‘Gone With Wind’ 





Book publishers hold off on radio advertising despite fact books are 
national and international sellers, 
radio-listening intellect, book industry’s own mechanical difficulties, 
seasonal conditions, absence of brands and labels and proven slight 


To date there have only been a known 10 to hit the air in any form 
is the country’s largest book-buying 
There may have been and might be a few local shots 
sponsored by book stores but the mechanics of the business keep even 
Biggest was Alexander Woollcott’s session for American 
Next in line is current local sponsor- 
ship by Modern Age books on WABC., 
(U. S. is greatest mag reading nation) remainder have been limited t 
of Modern Library, 
Press, 
Knopf, Harcourt Brace and Farrar & Rinehart. 

All but two of the foregoing have 
with intellectual appeal and with little or no rating among average 
Besides the publishers there have been a couple of large 


point out the mechanical difficulty of sharp lack of distribution points, 
Although reading is most pop form of entertainment in the U.S 
statistically proven, there is, per capita and compared to other coun- 
of outlets for books. 
It is officially estimated that there are 
S. as compared to thousands in any 


of the European countries. Here 
soaps, cars, oils, drugs, foods, etc. 


were made from Macy’s, N. Y 


obvious lack of appeal to usual 


Exclusive of magazine stuff 


Random House, 
Book-of-the-Month, 


Simon & 
Alfred A. 


been spotted on a local station 


the point. At the same time they 


» aS 


(U. S. world’s 


is a limitation not met by coffees, 
Latter is proven in that 20% of 








‘AGENCY MEN HOSPITALIZED | 


Stepladder Fall Cracks Skull 
Two agency execs became hospital 
cases last week. With Lawrence 
Helcomb, radio director for Fletcher 
& Ellis, it was an appendix removal 
at the Tarrytown, N. Y., 
| while Fred Fielding, 
|who was transferred from radio to 
new business a few months ago, is 
recovering from a fracturel skull 
and concussion of the brain at the 
Norwegian hospital, New York. 
Fielding suffered his injuries at 
home the previous weekend. In a 
|fall from a kitchen stepladder his 
head struck a radiator. He went to 
| the office Monday (18) and it wasn’t 
until Wednesday that he started to 
| complain of a severe headache. Later 
in the day a doctor took some X-rays. 
Following morning Fielding was told 








| that he had a fractured skull and | 


concussions and urged to get to a 
| hospital right away. 


Varady’s 9 Discs 








is going transcription for the sum- 
mer, has worked out unusual con- 
tract for stations taking the cam- 
paign. Account is making only nine 
| 15-minute musical shows, although 
the time orders stipulate 13 broad- 
casts over that many weeks. 


Varady’s plan ‘s to have the sta- 
tions repeat the first recording on 
the 10th broadcast, the second disc 
on the llth broadcast, and so until 
the 13 weeks have run out. 

World broadcasting is handling the 
wax job, while Baggley, Horton & 
Hoyt, of Chicago, is the agency. 





Stammerers’ Banquet 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
WIP bitten by annual spring show- 
|manship bug and has gone out after 
flock of special events during the 
coming month. Remotes to be aired 
include air races from new Philly 
airport on May 14; combined schools 
chorus from Olney High School on 








home on May 8; May Day at the zoo 
on May 1, 
transmitter will be used to 
view’ the animals. 








Banquet of the Kingley Club, ' 
stammerers’ organization, will be 
broadcast from the Penn A. C. on 
ind 2. 

Clark, WFIL, Resigns 
| 
| 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
| John C, Clark, program director at 
WFIL, 


has resigned. No date set 
|} vet for him to leave. Clark came to 
| Philly about a year and a half ago 
from St. Louis. 


| Margaret Schaefer, production di- 
|rector at the kilowatter, has 
| acting as assistant program director 
|for past three months, and will tem- 
|porarily succeed to Clark’s place. 
| Possibility that an outsider will be 
| brought in when baseball season is 
over, 





Hyla Kiczales Back 


Holcomb’s Operation—Fred Fielding | 


hospital: | 
of N. W. Ayer, | 


RADIO WITHIN 
~ WAGES-HOUR 
LAW 





Washington, April 26. 
| Broadcasters must give their help 
| two bits an hour and limit the work 
| week to 44 hours if the newest New 
Deal attempt to specify working 
conditions is backed up by Congress. 
Most recent revision of the oft-re- 
vised labor-standards bill, presented 
| to the House Friday (22) with argu- 
ment that drastic steps to combat the 
‘vicious circle of deflation’ are ex- 
tremely ‘urgent,’ stipulates that all 
forms of communication—thus re- 
|; moving any doubt about radio—are 
subject to another form of Federal 
control, Bill would insure all work- 
ers subject to U. S 


S. supervision of a 
$16-a-week pay envelope in four 


| years, 
Varady of Vienna cosmetics, which 


Fate of the bill is anybody’s guess. 
Too many legislative hurdles in the 
way of final enactment. But if it 
gets to the President’s desk, broad- 
casters will be required to start raise 


| ing the office boys, messengers, tele- 
| phone girls, and other low-paid help. 
| In the first year after enactment, 


all hired hands would get 25c an 


|hour and work not more than 44 


| 


| 
{ 


hours weekly. In each succeeding 
year, the pay scale must be upped a 
nickel until a 40c level is reached, 
which will take four years, Simul- 
taneously, the nose-on-the-grindstone 
.requirement must be shaved, by two 


| hours yearly, until a 40-hour week 
| is the custom. 


| Violators would face six months in 


| 


April 28; opening of Philly’s model | 


when short wave pack | 
‘inter- | 


been | 


| the pen and $500 fine. 





RADIO EDITORS JUNKET 
TO ‘AH’ KNX OPENING 


Departing N. Y. yesterday (Tues- 
day) for a cuffo trai n ride to and 
from Hollywood were the following 
New York radio editor: Nick Kenny, 
Mirror; Jo Ranson, Bklyn. Eagtc; 
Tom Brooks, Dinty Doyle, Journal- 
American; Claude Bragdon, Sun; 
| Aaron Stein, Post. They are guests 
,until Sunday (1) of Columbia 
Broadcasting System in connection 
with the whoop-de-do for CBS’ new- 
est west coast plant for KNX. 

Other eds from Chicago and San 
Francisco, etc. will probably join 
party. Individuals will probably stay 
west longer than the KNX holiday 
period in some cases. 


_ Wheatena Air-Minded 








Wheatena 
around for 


(cereal) is scouring 
a program with appeal 
for kids. Show will be spotted on 
WOR, with possibility it will spread 
over Mutual. 

Rohraback & Gibson, Philadelphia 
outfit, is the agency on the account. 





| Robert Saudek, of KDKA, Pitts- 


Hyla Kiczales, general manager of burgh, continuity staff, delivered an 


| WOV, 
le es on a 10-day vacation. 


Returned from cruise on Mon- 
jday (25). 


N. Y., has been in the West address 


before radio division of 


| American League of Pen Women at 
their convention in Washington, D.C., 
llast week, 
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a 


Are Sponsors s Feeble-Minded? 





The magazines are pot-shoting at radio again. 


Which is their privilege, 
and their affair. 


Magazines are just one of radio’s enemies and radi 





re- 
sumably, is just one of the magazines’ vexations, The mags are eile 
Who isnt? 

Solicitors of run-of-the-mill shvertisine may be told—and frequently 
are—that the appropriation going to a competitor is alloted for political, 
social, eccentric or obscure reasons. Or because somebody nurses a grouch., 
And that’s that. But with the millions of dollars involved in radio cam- 
paigns, anything less than a business-like, cold-blooded, clear-eyed and | 
realistic motivation is a serious disparagement of the responsibility and | 
sense of the individuals who make the corporation decisions, 

Are the magazines raising the question that radio sponsors are, per se, | 


feeble-minded? By constantly stressing the showmanship risks, the talent 
costs and the other admitted hazards of sponsorship, are they suggesting 
that the sponsors have not informed themselves in advance of these very 
dangers? 

Sponsors see innumerable samples of successful manipulation of radio 
However special or peculiar radio’s challenges to craftsmanshipt may be 
there’s nothing esoteric or impossible about profitably using entertainment 
for advertising purposes. Where and when blunders are made it is us 
not hard to relate the mistakes made to the fairly well-known precepts of 
showmanship as practiced in radio and outside radio, 


Use lly 


This controversial slogan—avoid radio; it’s a gamble’—simmers down 
reemingly to the gamble being entirely a matter of program content and 
program cost. As for the cost element—again are sponsors feeble-minded? 


And for the rest, the difficulty of writing, directing and broadcasting en- 
tertainment, that’s craftsmanship—the agency’s job. Some agencies are 
good at this job. Many are not. Those that are not may privately agree 
with the magazines’ raps at radio. But do they want to have their maga- 


zine recommendations subject to a suspicion that their craftsmanship weak- 
nesses in radio are behind such sentiments? One guess. 

When and if radio becomes too costly to be a good buy, nature will mn 
doubt take its customary course. There is, of course, plenty of occasion for 
criticism of what’s done in radio programming by agencies and sponsors. 
But essentially this means sheer craftsmanship—professional everyday skill 
as distinct from the yachting-golfing-steeplechasing, social spade work of 
millionaire salesmen who get accounts for agencies that sometimes are | 
pretty confused and ill-prepared as to doing much for the accounts, 

Crafismanship certainly is the glaring weakness and the great tripper- | 
upper of radio. But while it’s a consideration always to be taken into cal- 
culation, this craftsmanship difficulty presumably will not in itself support 
a refusal to use radio. Nation-wide sales vibrations from successful 
manipulation via popular programs (i. e. programs possessing craftsman- 
ship) is too strong an argument the other way. 





William A. Brady Loses 
Suit on ‘Way Down East’; 
Radio Serial Not Same International Radio 


ito find out why certain agencies 
| preferentially include competitive 
| stations more than those represented | 
famous play, | by IRS. Undertaking was devised at | 
a meeting in New York last week | 
between Murray Grabhorn, IRS 
head, and Naylor Rogers and Bob 
Howard, managers, respectively, of | 
the Chicago and Detroit offices, 
IRS stations will be asked to sub- 
mit a list of the accounts on com- 
petitive stations and the resulting 
agency analysis will be used by the 
managers of the various IRS man- 
agers personally in determining 
where the prying as to reasons plus 
heavy epptumneianaiatied must be focused. 


| “NOW THE SHADED AREA—’ 


 eichineen, Denes, Mowaed Analyze 
Centres of Contrarimindedness 


Sales is going 





Despite his long connection with 
Lottie Blair Parker’s 
‘Way Down East’ which he first pro- | 
duced in 1890, William A. Brady has | 
no eontrol of the radio rights either 
to the story itself or to its title. Su- 
preme Court Justice so decided this 
Monday (25) when he dismissed 
Brady’s action against the Charles N. 
Phillips Chemical Co., Bamberger 
(WOR) Broadcasting Co., and Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert. 

Producer sought an injunction and 
profits based on alleged infringement 
of the title by the defendants in a 
series of broadcasts which have been 
nired weekly since 1936 sponsored by 
Phillips. It developed at the trial 
that while the series was broadcast 





Linton’s Cash Settiement 


under the ‘Way Down East’ title the} Ray Linton hos obtained a cash 
weekly airings were in no way SiM1- | cettlement of his cont act as exclu- 


lar to the original story. lsive sales 
Justice Wasservogel dismissed the | for WMCA, 
fruit from the bench after listening to 


rep in the Chicago area 
i oF 
Linton is going 


Mr. Brady describing his long con-| on his own, with offices in New 

nection with the famous play. | York, Chicago, Detroit and Los An- 
In his decision, Judge Wasservogel | geles. 

held that while the producer had ob- | -_— ——- 


HANRAHAN TO MEMPHIS 
Cincinnati, April 26. 
James C. Hanrahan, vice president 
of Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., will 
move his family to Memphis, Tenn.. 


tained the rights to the story from 
Mrs. Blair in 1899 for $10,000, the 
author had not reassigned: these 
rights when she renewed the copy- 
right in 1927. 


eee = May 1, to make his headquarters at 

| WMPS ji that city through the 

BENGUE-PAQUIN T0 !summer. During that period he will 
make f 


equent. visits to WNOX, 


BUY LOTS OF SPOTS Knoxville, and to WCPO here. 
| Jane Cramond joined the local 
7 in station la veek as contnulit 
Baume Bengue and Paquin Hand! writer. She formerly did free 
Cream, related accounts, will be big} lance ad jobs for depa ent store 
users of spots next fall Exact num-| in Cincy 


ber of stations not set but will be | — 7 
coast to coast. Will buy bulk pack- Courboin’s Borrowed Hall 
ages of time starting around October. Se Chasies Courboin. arannidt of 
A test this past winter reported | yutual via WOR. N. Y iso 
very successful with new expansion |tg Philadelphia Sunday (1) to n 
by far largest budget accounts have! some records fo! RCA Victor. 
ever alloted for broadcasting. | Sunday date was named because 
William Esty is the agency, | Courboin will use the organ: ir 
Wanamaker’s department store and 
Nathan Safir is new assistant news | emporium’s equipment can only be! 
€ditor of WOAI, San Antonio. 'used when shop is shuttered. , 


1g 
Us 
€ 


ake | 





LIQUOR ACCT. 
TOTAL 9 OF "EM 


Broadcast - Eschewing 


| present disinterest in the medi 
; consequence 


| program 


into the station rep | 


| time special 


| WOO 
i nection with the 
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ns 


counts’ Include 
Former 
Not Clear That Program 
Flops’ Responsible 


Present Policy 


for 


By BOB LANDRY 


< , , as 
Network radio in 1937 had amons 


its clients 71 of the 100 largest- 
spending national advertisers. ' That 
left 29 holdouts who, despite large 
advertising budgets, did not include 
network advertising. In an accom- 
panying column the 29 non-radio ac- 
counts are listed. 
analysis of this group 
12 Former sponsors 
Liquor accounts 
Trade association 
Steel company 
Regionals 
Insurance company 
Farm machine company 
Monopoly 
Since on network 
Using spot radio 
robing a little 
well-hidden but sensitive sponsor 
nerve—flop program—it does not 
appear that, as regards this fiscally 
important 29, there is any particula1 
correlation between conspicuously 
unhappy experiences in radio and a 


shows: 


by Nt ee ee 


deeper for that 


aasa 

Dozen former 
shows who were 
webs in 1937 in- 


thereof. 
sponsors of network 
absent from the 


cludes: Eastman Kodak Goodye 

Socony Vacuum, Goodrich, Cutex, 
Armour, Squibb, Canada Dry, Gen- 
eral Cigar, Beechnut. Of this num- 
ber Goodyear may have unpleasant 
memories of sponsorship (Literary 


Digest fiasco poll cn the 1936 elec- 
tions) while Socony had a certain 
amount of production grief with 
‘Red Horse Flying Tavern.’ Good- 


rich’s verdict on its Max Baer series | 


is not in the record, 

Canada Dry is partly a liquor ad- 
vertiser although in its alter ego, as 
a dispenser of mixers, it was the 
original sponsor of Jack Benny. Ar- 
mour has had a spotty radio associa- 
tion but first brought out Phil Baker. | 
General Cigar did well with Burns 
and Allen, Squibb at the time ap- 
parently found that the World 
Peaceways program brought plenty 
of people into the apothecaries. 
Beechnut’s spensorship of the ‘Red 
Davis’ juvenile series was ranked a 
success in its day. Cutex 


had an orchestral show of no 


ticular importance. 

Socony Vacuum meanwhile is 
sponsoring sports, news and local 
stuff. United States Rubber is now 


sponsoring an elaborate network 
program with Ben Bernie. 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
has used radio advertising now and 
again. Usually for extensive one- 
adcasts, It 


vet none of 


occasion br 


is noteworthy that a: 


the largest insurance companies have 


resorted to the air. While Trav 


owns Station WTIC, National own 

WSM and Woodmen of the World 

own WOW the policy-write! n gen- 
|} eral have eschewed radio. 

Steel, too, as exemplified by the 
largest unit, has ducked radio but 
smaller companies, American Roll- 
ing Mill and Wheeling, have had 
netwi ri ( 

Rad € t € A ( 1 of 
American Ra ‘ due to the 
co! ol of the | get oveing vestec 
exclusively with men of ne pape! 
Dias, 


On the list of 29 will be 
Armstrong Cork which since 1937 
has embarked on a radio spot ex- 
periment under B.B.D.&O. 


noted 


Martini to Hollywood 
Roland Martini, radio director for 
the Gardner agency, blows for Holly- 
i this Sunday (1). It’s in con- 
Marion Tailey show 
for Ralston. 
He will stay about a week. 


———_—_— ——_ —_-4 


Ac- | 
Several | 
Sponsors — But | 


Meanwhile an| 


par- | 





WHY 








Big Accounts Not on Web 
[Following are the 29 of the 100 biggest-spending national adver- 

tisers, based on radio, newspaper, magazine and farm paper statistics 
(billboards not included) who last year did not patronize the radi 

| networks. ] 

Schenley (17) $3,185,000. 

Seagram (19) $3,166.000 

National Distillers (21) $2,948,0€0. 

Goodyear (23) $2,606,000 

| *Socony-Vacuum (28) $2,139,00( 

| Frankfort Distillers (37) $1,715,00¢ 


5.000 
391,000, 


Goodrich (41) $1,6: 


Westinghouse (48) $1 


A. T. & T. (51) $1.306.000. 
Norge (52) $1,295,000. 


Walker Distillers (53) $1,293,000. 
Eastman Kodak (57) $1,219,000. 
International Harvester (58) $1,176,000, 
Metropolitan Life (60) $1,122,000. 
Armour (62) $1.107.000 

Johnson & Johnson (70) $971,000. 

E. R. Squibb (72) $950,000. 

iU. S. Rubber (75) $845,000 

U. S. Steel (77) $789,000 

Canada Dry (78) $764,000. 

Northup Warren (Cutex) (80) $757,000. 
California Packing (81) $753,000. 
General Cigar (82) $753,000. 

Standard Oil of N. J. (84) $736,000 
Standard Oil of Indiana (86) $727,000. 
Park & Tilford (87) $721,000 
Association of American Railroads 
Beech-Nut (91) $709,000. 
Somerset Importers (92) $708.000. 
Armstrong Cork (94) $692,000. 
Congoleum Nairn (96) $667,000. 
Continental Distilling (98) $657,000. 


‘ 
ic 





(89) $716,000, 


* tues uses sports, locals. 
¢t Since sponsoring Ben Bernie. 














j ] . . 
| In ‘Jalna’ Adaptions | 
| Ed Wolf, the talent agent, in con- 
fice is offering for radio sponsorship VEST STAR 
a series built around the ‘Jalna’ 
novels of Mazo de Ja Roche. 
starred. Actress is current on} POLICY 
Broadway in the legit ‘Whiteoaks,’ 
which was dramatized from one of | 
ee - Virgil Reiter, v.p. in charge of 
sales for the Transamerican Broade- 
FREDRIC MARCH CUFFO |: ‘asting & Television Te and Pete 
FOR ANTI- ISM AIRSHOW |: will exchange spots this week. Jager 
is coming on to New York and 
| Reiter is going back to Chicago for 
sponsors a half hour informal gab| Move will give Jager a chance to 
| series on station WQXR, N. Y., start- | become acquainted with eastern ace 
ing May 3 to combat assorted isms. | counts and agencies, air formerly 
crusters, the type of people who can | tion in Chicago. 
influence others, 
Newbold Morris will address first | ; 
cet WOMEN’S. COMMITTEE 
| Mrs. Fredric March. It’s first radio | 
| appearance for latter who have re- LUNCHEON ON MAY 
peatedly turned down commercial 4 
radio, It’s on the cuff for them this 


junction with the William Morris of- 

In the layout Ethel Barrymore is 
Miss de la Roche’s books. | _ 

Jager, Chicago manager for the firm, 

| American Union for Democracy | Several months, 
Program seeks to influence upper | had their own station rep organiza- 
gathering in company of Mr 
time, 





| Women’s 


tee is 


National Radio Commit- 
tossing its fourth annual 
luncheon week (4) at the St, 
Regis hotel, N. Y David Sarnoff, 
| William S. Paley and Alfred J. Mce 
Cosker will be among the speakers, 
Awards will be given for out: 
ing achievement of the year in rz 


} —_ = 
| 


| ACTOR WALKS OUT 


But He’s Rocnntared by the Man- 
agement of Texas Follies 


Huntsville, 


next 


tande 


April 26 Li 


Tex 


W. W. Stansberry, scheduled to! Other speakers on the list include 
play ‘Red River Valley’ as a member | Frank R. McNinch and T. A. M, 
of the Texas Prison Rhythmic Craven of the Federal Communica- 
Swingsters string trio last Wednes- | tions Commish, George Denny and 

Y 


Eddie Cantor. 


day night (20), 
broadcast over 
Worth, walked 
broadcasting. 
Was 


+ } "—¥ , 
iInvo solitary 


during the prison | 
Station WBAP, 
out the day 


NBC OVERTURES LEVERS 


Elaborate Presentation Made to Get 
Lux Account te Return 

, Fla., April 26 erin 

pen at Lever Bros. h: 


Fort: 
before | 


recaptured Jater and 
confinement, 


thrown 


Jacksonville 


Prison show from tate under advisement 


Raiford increased 15 minutes to run'an elaborate’ presentation vhicna 
full hour over WMBR here. Grow-| NBC cubmitted as part of a ¢ - 
ing increasingly popular, paign to wean away the Lux J , 

Prisoners pe rsonally give testi- Theatre from CBS NBC } 1 ( 
monials over the air that crimes show on the blue (WJZ) link 1 ) 


dont pay. the summer of 1935. 
Sa Even if the soap manufacturer 
336 Transcription Divvy ssi.c° yoveype ta sane ves 
to NBC, the Al Jolson and ‘Big 
Town’ progran wouldn't have to 
Licensing bureau of the Music | travel along with it in order to earn 
Publishers Protective Association | *h€ Maximum discount. Lever Bros. 
will distribute this week $33,000 col- | also underwrites the ‘Big Sister® 
cted during the past month from | ‘serial and ‘Aunt Jenny’s Real Life 


transcription sources. Stories’ on CBS, 

| Included in the jatest divvy is Lux, Jolson, and ‘Big Town’ sese 
| $7,000 received from NBC's recorded | sions are slated to start their ninee 
‘ program Library, week layoffs the middle of July. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT OFFERED 


BY NBC; GOVERNS PRICE OF BLURBS 


+ 


William Hedges Denies C 


lause 5 Hits Station Priv- 


ilege on Chainbreaks—Network States Its Move 
to Standardize Practices—Some Opposition 


— 7 


Some of the terms contained in the 
supplement to the network affiliation 


contract which NBC has asked its | 
station to signature are expected to | 
stir up some opposition This sup- 
plementary pact not only restricts 
the station’s compensation on tie-in 
annouacements to Tz of the out- 
let’s hourly network rate, but has 


the station agree in writing not to 
use any commercial announcements 
juring a network 
gram. Latter is being interpreted as 
including chainbreak announcements. 


commercial pro- 


Under the system now prevailing 





affiliate stations are free to charge 
whatever they will for such tie-in 
announcements. NBC agreement 


a precedent, in that 
been a national rate 
How the 


establish 
has never 
e-Ins on any 


would 
ther> 
for ti 
standard rate would affect some af- 
filiates is indicated from a study of 
the rate card of WLS. Latter station 
rates the localized tie-in as a special 
service and has a flat fee of $75 per 
announcement, regardless if it 
is on at night or during the day. 
With the NBC arrangement in effect, 
WLS, for example, would get $56.25 
at night and $33.75 on daytime shows 

William S. Hedges, v.p. in charge 
9f NBC's station relations depart- 
ment, declared yesterday (Tuesday) 
that he had not heard of any oppo- 
sition to the supplement from affili- 
ates. Some stations have been charg- 
ing, he said, too much for tie-ins, 
while others haven’t been charging 
enough. This agreement, added 
Hedges, is merely an effort on NBC's 
part to standardize the thing 
throughout the whole network set- 
up Hedges also pointed out that 
clause 5 did not in any way refer 
to anything the affiliates may do 
during station identification periods. 

Terms of the supplementary 
agreement affecting tie-in announce- 
ments which NBC is asking its sta- 
tions to sign and return follows: 

1. You agree to supply upon order 
from us the services of an announcer 
in your studios for the purpose of 
broadcasting, either from your sta- 
tion alone.or from your station and 
to a network of stations, any an- 
nouncements we may request on any 
network commercial program broad- 
cast from your station, provided 
such order is received by you not 
less than 48 hours in advance of the 
program on which the announce- 
ment is to be made. 

2. Either simultaneousy with the 
placing of such order by us or as 
soon thereafter as possible, we agree 
to supply you with the text of such 
announcements together with the 
necessary instructions as to the time 
and place in our network program 
during which we desire such 
nouncements to be made and 
agree to make such announcements 
tn accordance with our instructions. 

3. We may cancel any such order 
for announcements without liability 
om our part provided we do so upoit 
aot less than 48 hours’ notice to you, 
failing which we will pay you the 
compensation you would have re- 
ceived if the announcements had 
continued as scheduled for 48 hours 
following receipt by you of such no- 
tice of cancellation. 

4. In the daily reports which you 
send us on network programs broad- 
cast by your station, you agree to 
include a statement of aniounce- 
ments broadcast in accordance with 
the terms hereof. 

5. During a network 
program which you have agreed to 
broadcast you agree not to broadcast 
without our consent avy commercial 


network 


such 


ane 


you 


commercial 


anrouncements trom your station 


6. Approximately fifizen days ajter 
ne close of each 28-day accounting 
period, we agree t 

each program broad 
28-day 


0 pay you, for 
cast by you dur- 
ing said 
on which announcements are 
by you hereunder at 
71,° of your hourly networl: station 
rate, applicable to the hour at your 
station during which such 
is scheduled to 
7. This agreemeit shall become 
effective as of 3 A.M., E.S.T.. on 
He. .......ay of . 193 
If the agreement herein proposed 
is satisfactory to you, will you kindly 
indicate your acceptance on the 
copu of this letter enclosed jor that 
purpose and reiurr that copy to us. 


accounting period, 
made 


our request, 


program 
start. 





Pawdon Mah Mooching 


T 


Employees of New York radio 
stations were exchanging notes 
last week on the operations of 
a nattily-dressed moochner who 


has been taking them by posing 


as the son of a prominent south- 
ern family. 

After making the original 
touch with the plea that he 
needs it for repairs on his car, 


the fellow makes a practice of 
returning the next day and, pos- 
ing as the brother of the origi- 
nal touch, prevails upon an un- 
derling to lend him a= few 
bucks. 











'‘Paragraph-Jumper Cut Off 


WCAU; Files Damage Suit; 


Local Poitical Uproar 


Philadelphia, April 26 
Suit for $100,000 damages was 
filed last Friday (22) against WCAU 
by a politician whose speech on 
bought time was cut off the air by 


the station on Wednesday night. 
Austin Meehan, Republican ward 
leader, whose gab was sliced, and 


other execs of Pinchot-for-Governor 
Committee, for which Meenan was 
speaking, also indicated they would 
seek an injunction against WCAU 
so they can be assured of ‘frecdoin 
of speech’ on future airinsys. Con- 
mittee had already contracted for a 
number of additional hours between 
now and the primary on May 17. 
Control man at the statioa pulled 
tte plug on Meehan under usual in- 
structions to cut if political gabbers 
stray from the text. Scripts are al 
ways gone over by an attorney be- 
they are accepted for broad- 
Meehan didn’t actualiy deviate 
from the script. He merely skipped 
a paragraph without warning the 
panel man in advance. Engineer, 
not noticing that Meehan had mere- 


iore 


cast. 


ly omitted, thought he was getting 
off the path and obeyed orders to 
slice. 

Meehan’s contention, as cited in 


his bill, is that the station’s action 
not only held him up to ridicule, but 
that the intimation was made by it 
that he intended to make a libelous 
statement. 

Levys feel that they have little to 
fear from either the civil suit or 
complaint to the FCC, as both sides 


have points on which they were 
right. Pinchot committee is using 
the cut-off as a cause celebre and 


means to publicity. 


Walter Bishop, WRVA Richmond's 
back at his desk after a two- 
illness. The mumps. 


exec, 


week 





STARTED SOMETHING 


Cincy Is Full of Radio Showmanship 
Attention-Getters 





Cincinnati, April 26. 
Showmanship rivalry among k 
station exees is perking up 
WLW and WCKY are 
Variety citations. Also 
picture are James D. 
Bob Dunville, from 


holders of 
now in th 
Shouse and 
KMOX, St. 


Louis, is respective heads of 
Cros:ev’s WLW and WSAI, and Wil- 
liam A. Schudt, Jr., from WBT, 
Charlotte, to manage WKRC. At 
their former -stations these three 


men shared in Varrety showmanship 
citations 


Last week WSAI had the exclu- 
sive line into the Spring Horse 
Show, a local society event of the 


year, for pickups on the three night 
performances. On the afternoon of 


the premiere, WKRC had a studio 
program in which Mayor Hiram E 
Tuttle. coach of the VU. S. Army 


championship Olympic dressage 
team and headliner of the 
show, was interviewed. 
WKRC and WSAI had lines at the 
speakers’ table of the Variety Clubs 
of America convention banquet, 
Sunday (24). Night before WKRC 
did a pickup from the Cincy Variety 
club’s tent on which national officers 


horse 


and delegates from distant points 
were quizzed. 

WCKY and WSAI are devoting 
special coverage to luncheon meet- 


ings for Community Chest workers, 
with direct pickups. 


BOAKE CARTER IS 
OUTLETED IN CINCY 


General Foods has decided to let 
the Boake Carter broadcasts stay on 
WKRC, Cincinnati. Account had 
been considering having WLW take 
the program off the air on wax for 


a later hour release, but the situa- 
tion was solved Monday (25) when 
Carter added a second rebroadcast 


for the midwest territory. 

Carter’s three broadcasts from 
Phiiadelphia now go on at 6:30 p. m. 
EDST for the eastern listeners; 7:15 
p. m. EDST for the midwestern area, 
and 8:45 p. m. EDST for the moun- 
tain and Coast regions. 


Phillips Magnesia 
Sponsors ‘Stella Dallas’ 

Phillips Chemical (magnesia) 
takes on ‘Stella Dallas’ over 43 NBC- 
red statiors, starting June 6. Ac- 
count, which currently has ‘How to 
Be Charming’ thrice weekly on NBC, 
will drop that program with May 27 
broadcast. ‘Dallas’ will air Mondays 
through Fridays, 4:15-4:30 p.m. 

Tetley tea -has been sponsoring 
‘Dallas’ script serial this season, but 
withdrew lasi Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert is the agency for 
both accounts. 


week, 


C10. Strategist Would Hitch Labor 


Clause to Broadcasting License 


Washington, April 26. 

Big stick with which to compel 
broadcasters to do business with the 
American Radio Telegraphers’ As.so- 
ciation was sought from Congress 
last week by Lee Pressman, former 
New Deal braintruster, who is gen- 
eral counsel and strategy director of 
the CIO 

Urging 


legislation to strengthen 


the Labor Relations (Wagner) Act, 
Pressman suggested to the House 


Judiciary Committee that a bill re- 
quiring all Federal contractors and 
monetary beneficiaries to promise in 
advance they will respect orders and 
decisions of the Labor Board be 
broadened to include every holdei of 
a radio ticket. Penalty would be 
loss of operating permit. 

Bill which Pressman was backing 
is sponsored by Senator Wagner of 
New York in effort to compel the 
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California to recognize a 
CIO subsidiary. Specifies that every 
grant or loan of funds by Federal 
agency must contain covenant bind- 





ing beneficiary 
Wagner act. 
Radio licenses are 
cash handouts and contracts for 
goods or services, Pressman suggest- 


to live up to the 


comparable to | 


ed. If the bill is-not broad enough, | 


specific reference to broadcasters 
should be inserted. Since they get 
the opportunity to use a natural re- 
source, radio people ought to meet 
the same obligations as persons who 
receive government money. 
Siggestion did not make much 
impression on members of the sub- 
committee hearing Pressman’s testi- 
mony tep. Emanuel Celler, chair- 
had no reaction. Other mem- 
seemed comparably desinter- 


man, 
bers 
ested. 
Bill affected y 
comply with all certifications of col- 
lective bargaining and other decrees. 
Must promise they will not engage 
in any unfair labor practices as set 
forth in the act. Breach of pledge 
will justify the Federal agency con- 
cerned to cancel the contract or 
minate the grant or loan. 


requires persons ¢ 


ter- 


‘ 





May Best Show Win 





Indianapolis, April 26. 

Candidates for the nomina- 
tion for the office of mayor of 
Kokomo are battling it out with 
swing music, with the soft 
pedal on the speechmaking. In- 
cumbent Olin R. Holt tours the 
streets with an open truck on 
which rides a five-piece jive 
band and girl trio. Holt plays 
to street corner gatherings an- 
swering any questions the 
voters may care to put to him. 

His opponent, Walter Koontz, 


has hired a hall and presents a 
nightly jam session provided ' y 
members of the WPA talent 
group Tap dancers, singers 


orchestra and washboard 


bands whoop things up and the 

i without 
speeches, Koontz being satistied 
the grandstand 
benignly at his con- 


meeting is dismissed 
merely to sit on 
and smile 


stituents, 








KRISPIES’ NAVY HERO 


Hays MacFarland Has Part of Kel- 
logg Account on NBC 





Kellogg has bought kid-appeal 
‘Don Winslow of the U. S. 
NBC-red and st 
a solit network 
Mondays 
Chi- 


meller, 
Navy,’ of 
rolling program over 
on May 2 Will ride 
Fridays, piped out of 


arts bank- 


through 
cago. 
Product plugged will 
‘Winslow’ has been on the web sus- 
taining for some time Hays Mac- 
Farland agency recently got this sec- 


be Krispies. 


tion of Kellogg biz. Kellogg had 
Summer show last year with East 
and Dumke set locally in N. Y. via 


Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
WICC, Bridgeport, Out 
100% on Beston Games 
Bridgeport, April 26. 
WICC out entirely so far as par- 
ticipating in Boston major Jeague 
home-game broadcasts (l<ellogg-So- 
cony) on Colonial network is con- 





cerned. First agvised that it would 
be allowed to carry cnly Nationz] 
league schedule, static. was later 


told that it 
Red Sox and Bees 
miked by Fred Hoey. 

Prohibition is a tough break re- 
sulting from location of WICC trans- 


was banned from both 
l: 


play-by-plays 


mitter within 50-mile New York 
home territory radius in- which 
major circuit regular-season broad- 
casting is forbidden. Reports that 


New York Yankees were responsible 
for WICC taboo because of concern 


|}about competition to Yankee siation 


b. o. were denied last week in letter 


to Bridgeport press by Col. Jacob 
Ruppert, who. stated that both 
leagues had agreed on ban. 

WICC immediately took steps to 


hold as much of afternoon audience 
as possible by building two-hour 
daily session of baseball and turf re- 
ports. 
Bridgeport 
divided attention 


situation and WTHT's 
to Hartford East- 
ern league home games and Colo- 
nial Boston coverage adds up to a 
nice thing for WBRY, Waterbury- 
New Haven, only Connecticut sta- 
tion carrying all the Beantown ma- 
jors’ schedule. - 


Kastor’s Cocoa Man 
Chicago. April 26 

Ed Davis has been named v.p. in 
charge of new business of the H. W. 
Kastor ad agency. Davis was for- 
merly in the cocoa business, servic- 
ing most of the big candy companies 
in the midwest. 

Has considerable connections 
around big business in this part of 
the country and w.k. among adver- 
tising fraternity. 


—————_——_—_ —-—- 


Audition Elsa Maxwell 


Marschalk & Pratt agency audi- 
tioned a half-hour program at NBC 
on Monday (25) afternoon. Talent 
included Elsa Maxwell, Mary Small 
and Will Osborne's orch. 

Mort Lewis produced for the 
agency, 

Downey on Pearce Show 

Morton Downey set to guest on the 


Al Pearce (Ford Dealers) program 
on CBS. May 10. Week before 
Loretta Lee will one-time on the 


variety show 
N. W. Aver the 


account. 


agency on the 


Hollinbery’s Atlanta Branch 
Chicago, April 26 
George Hollingbery rep firm has 
opened a southern office in Atlanta, 
Hollingbery has appointed George 
Kohn to head the Georgia post. 


eee 


METRO SHOW 
CUES LAYOFF 
POLICY 


Maxwell House Coffee will take 
its first summer vacation from NBC 
in seven years when the MGM show 
goes into retirement for eight weeks, 


effective with the June 30 broad- 
cast. Move indicates a drastic re- 
versal of policy on the part of 
NBC with regard to holding choice 


time for accounts that want to duck 
out for the warm spell. It is under- 
stood that NBC is now agreeable to 


such vacations if. the account's an- 
nual billings amount to $2,200,000. 
In addition to an eight-week drop- 
out an advertiser spending this 


amount of money is also entitled to 
a 10°, discount. NBC had to change 
its discount volume scale in order to 
wean over the General Mills business 
from CBS. 

Ralph Butler, General Food id 
manager on Maxwell House, flew out 
to Hollywood Saturday 
Atherton Hobler, of Benton & 
Bowles. Before he left Butle: 
plained that the eight-week vacation 
had been provided for in the origi- 
nal contract with Metro. 


(23) with 


eX- 





Associated Press Snows 
Under Proposal to Okay 
Sponsor Sale of Its News 


Overwhelming rebuff which the 
publisher members of the Associated 
Press delivered to the proposal that 
the news service be made available 
to radio incurred some measure of 
surprise among the local broadcast 
While the reaction in the 
camps of competitive services, such 
United Press, Transradio and 
the International News Service, was 
a pleasure. Turndown took place at 
the annual meeting of the AP mem- 
bership at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., Monday (25). 

Opposition was led by A. H. Sulz- 
berger, publisher of the New York 
Times, who held that the sale of 
news to air advertisers would not be 
for the benefit of the AP, as such, 
but for some AP members. Others 
that took part in the anti side of the 
debate were John D. Jackson, pub- 
lishers of the New Haven Regisiter: 
Dav.d B. Plum, of the Troy (N. Y.) 
Time¢s-Record, and Frederick Sullens, 
of the Jackson (Miss.) News. 

Two most weighty proponents of 
the idea of permitting radio to have 
AP were Paul Patterson, publisher 
of the Baltimore Sunpapers, and 
Frank B. Noyes, founder of the pres- 
ent AP setup and retiring prez of 
“,.°* co-operative news servicing out- 
iit after 38 consecutive years. Pat- 
ierson headed the subcommittee of 
AP publishers which brought the 
broadcasting of news up for a vote. 
Noyes told the meeting that he had 
long opposed the thought, but be- 
lieved the press association could use 
the extra money which it would de- 
rive from radio. 

Stipulation on the radio matter 
was that any AP member who want- 
ed to sell to the air should pay extra 
remuneration in the form of a spe- 
cial and additional membership. 


trade, 


as the 


Two Women Scripters in 
Program-Building Firm 

Mrs. Pat Dougherty leaves a 
writer-director spot in  Blackett- 
Sample-Huminert’s New York office 
on May 1. 

Will partner with Adele Whitley 
Fletcher, radio scripter, in an indie 
program building outfit. 


Alberti’s Run Resort 

Evelyn Ross, of the Do-Re-Mi har- 
mony team, and her husband, Jules 
Alberti, have quit radio to operaie 
the Sunset Inn and cottages in South 
Coventry, Conn. 

Albert was formerly 
Benay Venuti. 


manager of 


MERRY MACS RETURNED 

Merry Macs and Helen Carroll, 
swingo foursome, set to resume next 
fall when the Fred Allen show comes 
back. Has continued through most 
of the present winter, 

Harry Norwood agented. 

Harold Johnson, manazer of KFRO, 
Longview, Texas, back at station af- 
ter trip through midwest contacting 


; ad agencies for biz. 
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BBD.&0. Idea Waiver Most Radical 


et Demanded of Program Builders 
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Extreme precautions which adver- 
tising agencies have been taking in 
recent years to protect themselves 
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346 Non-Networks Gross $18,000,000: 
About 100 Exempt from A.F.M.: 
Indies Clear Way for Pact 


inet .: ‘ o.° + ——_____— 
against suits for infringement of Hollywood, April 26. Broadcasting Meets Criti- 

“egg ib tended : Blame for that bald spot on h ‘th E ceili a ttee f 
re — nas been co “ ba ro Mann Holiner’s turret has been cism by Increase and Symp ony wit ses aon Ren gic. Aeneas 
clude indie program uilders who noah : sf . . i lnetwork affiliated station t to- 
have been established in the business || ‘rust at Bob Hope. Before || Modified Method nee par gegen 
for some time and even credited with Holiner moved here from the Because of being primarily a || 8ether last week with the executive 


several clicks. These agencies now 
demand that the indie producers 
signature the same waivers or re- 
leases which are submitted to laymen. 


east as Coast radio head for 
Lennen & Mitchell he had Hope 
under three-year seal. Some- 
how or other the firm let the 














| STARTS WITH DST 


highbrow musical § station, 
WQXR, N. Y., was stumped for 
an unusual event for forthcom- 
ing National Music Week, May 











board of the American Federation of 
Musicians on a preliminary basis of 
settlement of the musicians employ- 





comedian get away. | 1 to 7 ment proposition. Indie broadcast- 
er eee a eee ere Now that he’s one of the hot- || Cooperative Analysis of Broadcast- Finally hit on a solution and ers wiil under the terms agreed to 
ers are not opposed to signing some test bets on the air the wags || ing will increase the sample it takes adds one hour to regular sta- spend about 5.5% of their gross in- 
- = — — vr 7 crack Holiner has been tearing lof the radio audience by 25% An tion schedule (usually starts at come for musicians and abide by 
that the eeereree ate eueremng We his hair. | annual tally of 509,000 completed 2 p.m.) with a special ‘Break- practically all the other conditions 
Se Se Seen |telephone calls will be made here- fast Symphony’ from 8 to 9 a.m which were made part of the AFM’s 
such releases they seek to have the | ae Shs ik ee Scene. teen : ; nauk wiih ee aakureee aMiliiad Ge 
professional program builder yield 408,000 completed calls. Same num- tions 
every right to the protection of his | ber of towns, 33, and same calling It is expected that it will take et 
property. Protests against the word- i vill te 
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ing of the waiver meet with a we | hours will be followed. j least a month before the committee 
ne © hea — sega | By this tactic C.A.B. makes an im- will be able to submit each station's 
can't-help-it shrug and the assertion | mre ae aac 
‘ | | portant move to meet tne criticism, ouota for musicians to the union, 
ihat unless the paper is signatured | ; 53 § 
é , |sometimes heard, that the sample is Very little difficulty in putiing the 
“ as is there will be no listening to the | | ‘ . ' 
i!not large enough. And, in a further completed plan into effect is antici- 
waxed audition. lbroadening of its base, the future pated since the indies have the mi 
. i | | “oaden g ) : ase, ie l ire a i § > = > < ; ian 
What is rated SEnOnS indie pro- | surveying will be organized to re- chinery set up by the affiliated 
gram men as the most inclusive and | flect income levels instead of merely group to serve as a model for their 
sweeping waiver in the business is | reflecting unanalyzed telephone| procedure. No further move will be 
the one that Batten, Barton, Durstine | | homes made by the AFM to work out @# 
& Osborne had adopted as the one |} a a pees licensing agreement with transcrip- 
form for everybody. It reads as fol- | ee — . | _ During the past roe BS eae a tion manufacturers until substantial 
a ‘rstand that the estab- | A heckler who ended by proposing | ]ijminary to this change of methods, : ; 
Jows: ‘I understand that the estab a vote of thanks to Bill Pater en-|- oa = wa ‘ Washington. April 26 progress has been made by the in- 
lished policy of your compnay is to)... a oa 9 pel | C.A.B. hs spent $7,000 on tests 0 ete ; ee ae sa dies’ committee in lining up their 
refuse to entertain or receive ideas livened last week’s (20) stockhold- | rive at statistical conclusions as to Another snowstorm of question- stations with local unions a new 
. aw ° x - . - e - . a . i .. ‘ “ , . . . . at . 
or suggestions except on the distinct ers meeting at ¢ olumbia Broadcast- | the distribution of telephone homes | naires will blanket the radio indus- jireceieed aemionil 
understanding that they may be used | /98 System. With less than a dozen | py economic level. C.A.B. expects | try. F.C.C. wants still more data} , esau rg ee 
ae pin aS La ps +1, ¢ stockholders not on the CBS board |t 4 answer the non-telephone home | before going to bat with the licensees ndicauions are wat over ‘ 
by you or your clients without any | ink! eee ‘grant | } f the non-network stations will be ex 
: : rece : g re- | caunel . - 7 2S y -ece sti f X- 
obligation whatever to the person | Present and with a sprinkling of re | argument by proving that the sample | 09 the question of upping present empt from the question of musician 
submitting them. Anything I submit | Porters also on hand the question- | jt takes correlates with demonstrable | ™aximum power limits. employment because of the lower 
to you or your company will be on | asker, believed to represent some 10 | percentages in the other group. Plus the lengthy quiz blanks al-| jov6) of their premsensel a: ieee. tales 
this basis: disclosure by me of any | Shares, began in what seemed a N edictions ar ossib] ith | ready sent out to get financial dope, aa a: tm i ss; F 
: ; : fault-finding t b tz d off o predictions are possible with | — | ; : (It is figured that the 634 commer- 
idea or suggestion is gratuitous, un-|fault-finding tone but tapered Off | i. os increase in the sample but | Commish is readying sheets which] 4j2) ctations in this country and 
solicited, without restriction, and in-|into a thanks routine. Whereupon la lower income level raise in re- | will bring in information about the | Canada grossed a total of $125,000,- 
volves no confidential relationship | the thankee, Prez Paley, returned | sponse is expected: ‘D’ homes will | types of programs and the wnywrad |. last vear. Of these stations 346 
_— 9 E s a or, \* ‘ . ‘ ae es s : et >a is se w ay yar, : Sle S « 
between us. eo “a oe 7 rps iain elle get lots of attention. Separation of . i eapeed _— is = see how | have no network affiliation, with 
- — _ nnouncec lat ne or nrs af- * 1€ isteners anc 1e workers Woulc . ea f 
; telephone numbers by economic is ; : their total gross of $18,000,000 rep- 
ter was $1,494,980, which breaks ie is a problem that will require | be affected if 500 kw is permitted | resenting but a seventh of the ag- 
CBS MILDLY erty ed ry — bog “ gain plenty of work, it is admitted. boven prin bo onneeeees _ tech- | gregate money shown on the books 
per share than the divvy for firs 7 ; {nical structure is revamped. of all local outlets, The 346 stations 
ee oa , see ee ne | <A. Wells Wilbor, of General Mills, | a . , ; wee 
quarter last year, Gross was | goes on the C.AB. bo ar of ge one | Facts demanded of licensees are| spent around $700,000 for local mu- 
»4 245 Foes ) 1e A.B. é ) ,0Ver- . . 
$9,984,345. enwn: be invtintion of the Asscotation | (1) how many persons were em-]|sicians during 1937, 
. eee ee ee, eee! ’ rs b ivitati > Associz 
All 16 officers were reelected. As | DOTS : +..:. |Ployed in different branches of each —_———_—___—_—_— 
‘A’ directors remain Herbert Bayard |Of National Advertisers. With Chair- | ©). /. : a ‘ 
Hull ue : on Loon Oh #. Meaaione of Practes & | station and what type of entertain- 
*¢ Swope, Prescott Bush, Paul Kesten, | ™< . oe? Se : ment, culture, and advertising went 
'J. A. W. Iglehart, Ed Klauber, | Gamble, and Chester Lang, of Gen- | oit.*“Inita wanted fer week of 
j ’ ss " P ° ° ° c , 
—_—_— Samuel Paley, Dorsey Richardson. |@'@l Electric, the sponsor side is| yyoioh 6 
Washine 3 B’s are Ike Levy, Leon Levy, Wil-|completed. L. H. D. Weld, of Mc-| with replies to financial question- 
ashington, April 26. é . Moles Ten De law | Cann-Erickson, and George Gallup . ‘ - 
Col bia j a 5 liam S. Paley, Jacob Paley, Mefford | eed ws *| naire already being analyzed, Com- 
olumbia is being different. | Runy: Je Louchei alph |of Young & Rubicam, represent the | _; «tin 
: : “ na | Runyan, Jerome Loucheim, Ralp oe , . mish statisticians plan to make a 
While keeping fingers crossed, CBS | agencies ; 
execs last week decided to let the |©°!!™ ALL a tthe ANA break-down several ways. Will find 
; , , ehman, manager of the A.N.A.| out how many people work for lo- 
other fellows wasie their time, ; 
money, and energy arguing why | and supervisor of the survey, ap-|cals, regionals, and clear-channe) 
‘ y | eee Ppa A ; 
super-power should and should: not SPELLING BEE GETS peared by invitation at last week’s | plants; how many in each city and “ ai 
‘ : s rentio ¢ the A as Asso- at a at Loren L. Watson has resigned from 
ern convention 0 e American sso- | state. Expect to -discover similar ; 
be permitted in the U. S. Reserving th ales staff of Associated Mus 
the right to want in, if the Federal | HOLLYWOOD OPENING ciation of Advertising Agencies in| facts about what listeners get in| Pp a ‘ial . "tT ° t wegen - ~ - 
c c j ° * ° 9 . ‘ s ore bd . > aSsSLeE 
Cc Pt? : a | White Sulphur Springs, West Vir-| the way of dance tunes, politics, re- | *UOUSDETS, Anc., to become eastern 
ommunications Commission does | eg ; - “he : : manager May 1 of International 
th “ - ‘ maienaniais ginia, to explain the history, present | ligion, education, gags, and what- | - , ee 
e unexpected and lifts the present | | Rad -roduc s, th anse © 
: status and future plans of the C.A.B. not | Radio Productions, the transcription 
— | - es ‘ Ste b ~44.D, ° ° 2b A 
50 kw. lid. L Baltimore, April 26. sills seiemet | preducing division of Internationa} 
Only super-power requests of a{ ‘Hollywood opening’ for spelling Radio Sales. Ed Harvey, who has 
CBS station—for KNX, Los Angeles | bee, conducted here over WBAL by . had the latter assignment, will 
—was yanked back just before the Paul Wing in which Waverly Spell- ore on a 10 ews naccurac handle special matters for Hearst 
deadline. It was inherited when the | ing Club, oldest word building or- Radio, Ine, 
web took over the West Coast outlet | 84n!zation mil country, participated, Watson, who at one time was v.-p. 
and conflicted with the organization | ad local Fire Department flood- = snare ae as and yen. mgr. of WGST, Atlanta, 
idea that there is no need for in-| lights illuminating entrance to ‘ ‘ ‘ ° has handled the sales of Associated’s 
| stalling expensive apparatus when Ridgsly ‘Hall, specie engaged oe Des Moines Editor Echoes Detroit Complaints— jecorded program library for four 
| other moves will result in better | PUDtic airing. so a sidewa mike ‘ . ° vears Pri : : - 
| y s s . z years. ior to going into radio 
ne ere to the public and to adver- | “ i celebs, Stunt set by Thinks Broadcasts Should Explain Missouts Watson was with the Victor Record- 
isers, | 44. & ‘ : ; siiiehiibeiiiehdaen : | ing Co. fo re ¢ 
E t ill Attracted capacity audience and ra for five years. 
xpected that CBS will argue sins ' While International Productions 
against any boost, but not so, 2¢wspaper art. Des Moines, April 26. , program recently, she fails to see has its own recording studios ir 
strongly as to prejudice any future | Mary Little, radio editor for the; any reason why she shouldn't have Hollywood the cuit” wilt do ite 
application for more juice. This was NBC Encore Register and Tribune and Sunday| been notified in time for a correc- transcribing in the east through RCA 
the stand William S. Paley, web | Register here, owners of stations| tion inasmuch as it is alleged to have | ~ : B : — . 
president, took at the 1936 engineer- | —_——— KSO, KRNT and WMT (Cowles)}+been a matter of legal technicalities| + 
A ing field day when he advised cau- San Francisco, April 26. says ‘amen’ to the squawk of| to be ironed out, and it’s a cinch the | GOODRICH MOVE STINGS 
tion in opening the door for any History repeated itself Friday Herschel] Hart of the News, Detroit,| shows aren’t thrown together in a! 
radical innovations (22) at NBC’s office at 111 Sutter| im Variety regarding the wrong in-| couple of minutes. . a 
si . oui } ‘ ae | Newsp: “se -Radi - 
sities street with a second fire in seven| formation being dealt out by radio} In matters where there’s a Jnst grt Re = AS Radio Budg 
SL R ADE days in the Education and Audience | columns because their editors are! minute hitch she sees no reason Onay 5h Sam Framers 
EEP SE EN Mail Departments. Second fire | not sufficiently protected by nev it should be detriments] to the cena 
a broke out when materials used by irces on last e ( nge reputation of a program to make i ; of G aren Tire =e 
Aims to Advertise Listeners Into painters ignited by spontaneous com- Car! t Col ) nd NEC blue} brief announcement at the start of Pras os pod ng tae aa : oo 
Nocturnal Coma bustion. Repeat blaze occurred ex-! on the n stations and giving the) the program telling listeners of pi ate on radio ba eball broadcast 
—_——- actly one week almost to the hour) listing « of WHO (co tive) necessary change which v d mip 5S plVvenes recip! 
San Francisco, April 26. after the fire on Good Friday. | ) ¢ the NBC red, the| certainly save a lot of headaches to @°'0" &Y papers. Several local 
Tabbed ‘Sleep Serenade’ by it: In an effort to escape the ex- | he C f the Res f nd nothing of creating goody nave given orders that baseball be 
Mattress company sponsor, a new plosion last Friday, one of the fire-| T ( curacie ‘ to be Miss Little believes that Co jig ©Tninated in program listin 
commercial program made its bow man broke the stained glass window | develop.ng o the migrane type stand out the wor offende Action hurt General] M 
on KPO at 9:15 p. m., Sunday (24) | which decorates the office of NBC and e sc y tele; e and here. She feels she has been spend-, Wheatie which alternate 
under aegis of McRoskey Airflex’ Manager Lloyd E. Yoder. Damage | lette cate the listen are | ing altogether too much time late Goodrich ponsor of daily bi 
Mattress Company. Show, which was nominal. pretty irked ending in squawks in this direct if 
actually is planned to put listeners = oe | M Little oe ‘ € and with no improvement yet seen, 
to sleep, was planned by the Emil serigan Subs for Dorsey than inac cies and let of, in the handling of corrections. She 
Brisacher agency, has George Nick- Bunny Berigan orchestra will re- | them ridé ess there's a fide ates that at least one private pre Harry W. Flannery, KMOX, St 
son, tenor: Paul Carson, organist, place Tommy Dorsey's outfit on the | re } vl Berl "| oat nt, Earl Ferris, has always been |! news commentator, was guest 
and Herb Allen reading poetry. latter's Raleigh-Kool cigaret radio ability _ appear be e of e alert in making corrections and she peaker at radio advertising class of 
Airflex outfit auditioned new show commercial for one airing June 22. death of his father. H wever, for fails to epee tand why the net-|City College. Pal Phillips, KMOX 
’ over ten months ago. They had! Berigan fills the gap while Dor- | such ‘boners’ as the Justice Crater dis- works publicity departments couldn't | cont editor, is professor at 
been sleeping on it since then. sey takes a short vacation, ‘appearance act scheduled on Kinso’s do as weil, school 
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Canada May Slap 





Tax on American Transcriptions 


+ a“ 





American transcription makers 
and ad agencies are considerably 
worried over a customs ruling they 
hear is brewing in Canada. Afoot 
there is a government plan to con- 
siderably up cost of transporting 
wax across the line from the U. S. 
into the Dominion. 

At present the system is to 
over only the master of each ti 
scription, and the copies are pressed, 
generally in Toronto or Montreal 
Present excise imposed by Canadian 


send 


in- 


customs is 50 of the worth of each 
~*master, which ranges, ordinarly, be- 

tween $6 and $8. This method 

used because it is rare that more 


than ten copies of any episode of a 
transcription series is needed in 
Canada. Few are the commercial 
dise campaigns that are spread over 


more than ten stations simulta- 
neously 
From reports coming into New 


York on the proposed upping of cus- 
toms tariff it is hinted that the Ca- 
nadian government plans to slap a 
fiat $25 fee on every master crossing 
the border. There are, further, hints 
that Canadian show biz, radio and 
transcription-making circles are be- 
hind the tilting of fee, pointing out 
that by lessening American domina- 
tion in the market, more Canadian 
talent will eventually be used. 


MARITIME TOWNSHIPS 
YEN FOR CBC BIGGIE 


St. John, N. B., April 26 

Decision of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. to build and operate a 
high-powered station somewhere in 
the Maritime Provinces has led to 
a battle among a number of com- 
munities in New Brunswick and 
-Nova Scotia for this plum. In the 
running are the towns of Sackville, 
Port Elgin, Dorchester, Shediac, and 
cities of Moncton, St. John, Frederic- 








ton, in New Brunswick; towns of 
Amherst, Springhull, Truro, New 
Glasgow, Fictou, Windsor, Dart- 


mouth, Kentville, and city of Hali- 
fax, in Nova Scotia. 

By the addition of such a new sta- 
tion CBC hopes to compete effective- 
ly with the U.S. networks and indi- 
vidual Boston stations in maritime 
listener interest. Boston stations, 
particularly, have come in strongly. 





VANCOUVER SQUABBLE 


British United Press Claimed by 
Both CJOR and CKWX 





Vancouver, B. C., April 26. 

Contract mix-up on wire services | 
has local newscasters at each other’s 
throats, with both CJOR and CKWX | 
claiming right to broadcast British 
United Press. 

Vancouver Sun holds BUP contract 
and claims right to use its dispatches 
in twice-daily airings over CKWX, 
which station buys no news service 
itself, depending entirely on the Sun. 
CJOR pays plenty each month for 
news and is anything but happy at 
CKWX set-up in any case, but now 
States station manager 
broadeast rights to BUP when in 
east last month. 

Fact that the Sun buys CP and AP 
service in addition to BUP is making 
it tough for CJOR to carry out threat 
of a squawk if Sun broadcasts any 
BUP news, as it is almost impossible 
to tag origin of the broadcast dis- 
patches, 


Doyle Adds 48B 


Sydney, March 29. 
Albert-Doyle Commonwealth 
Broadcasting network has added 4SB, 
Kingaroy, Queensland, a commercial 
station, to its chain. 
Stuart Doyle formerly active in the 








more 
interested in radio. 


‘Jimmy Allen’ in Canada 
Toronto, April 26. 





J. Walter Thompson agency has 
placed ‘Jimmy Allen’ discs on ten 
Canadian stations: CKY, Winnipeg: 
CJRM, Regina; CFQC, Saskatoon; 
CFCN, Calgary; CFRN, Edmonton: 


CFNB, Fredericton; CHSJ, St. John; 
CBO. Ottawa; CBL, Toronto; CKLW, 
Windsor. 

Sponsoring is the British-Ameri- 
can Oil Co. Grow & Pitcher, Toronto 
transcription outfit, made the discs. 


brought | 


Higher Border 





DELINQUENTS’ NAMES 
AIRED IN HUNGARY 


Budapest, April 15. 

owners in Hungary who 
their put 
ing 
the air, along 
amount of their fines. Lat- 
double the monthly 
t, $2.40 in U.S 
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of New York and Lex Green of 
Florida, 
Nazi Propaganda 
Nearly ready to report to the Pres- 
special interdepartmental 
group which has been studying ways 
of making greater use of broadcasts 
planned particularly for South 
America will recommend the U. S. 
combat Nazi and Fascist propaganda 
via the airwaves. Committee is 
agreed on desirability of Government 
resort to radio to combat European 
ideas and currently is grappling with 
details, such type of programs, 
possible use of commercially-owned 
talent supply, 


ident, 


as 
stations, operating 
costs, etc. 

Legislation comprising Government 
entering wedge in radio operation 
contemplates erection of potent sta- 
tion to be run by the Navy for sole 
purpose of spreading U. S. culture 
and tightening bonds between this 
country and the Latin 
Would not permit commercial ad- 
vertising, although private interests 
would be able to use the transmitter 


if they made no attempt to acquire | 


profits, 

All bills more or less 
Green wants che station in 
ville and Celler, in Washington. 
Chavez bill, jointly sponso,.ed by 
Senator William Gibbs McAdoo of 
California, picks San Diego, leading 
naval base, as the site. 

President Roosevelt's friendliness 
toward the general idea was made 
known last week by Secretary of the 
Interior Ickes. Told the House Naval 
Affairs Committee that he was ad- 
vised by the Budget Bureau that 
legislation which would accomplish 
the objective—providing cost is rea- 
sonable—would be in accord with 
the program of the President.’ 

More support came from the Navy 


similar. 
Jackson- 


Department, which asked for more | 
money than the $700,000 construction | 
fund and $100,000 operating allow- 


ance proposed in the Celler meas'ire, 
If the appropriation figures are in- 
creased, the admirals have no Ob- 
jection. War Department, however, 
was skeptical of the need for a sta- 
tion, although conceding it might 
have some value in time of war and 
national emergency. 


Italian Shortwave 


Rome, April 12. 
Italy broadcasts for listeners out- 
side Italy in 19 different languages. 


For Latin America there are broad- 


casts in Italian, Spanish and Portu- 
|guese; for the Far East there 
| broadcasts in Chinese and Japanese. 


| Furthermore, there are news broad- | 


‘casts in Bulgarian, Rumanian, Hun- 
garian, Serb, Greek, Spanish, Eng- 
lish, French and German. 
occasional broadcasts in Danish and 
Russian. 


° 
Azcarraga Due in N. Y. 
Emilio Azearraga, owner of Mexi- 

can commercial border station, XEW, 

is coming to New York on a business 
trip middle of next month. 
Also owned by the showman is the 

Alameda theatre, presentation hou 

in Mexico City. 


Columnist Jockeys Discs 
Washington, April! 26. 
Chris Heurich Brewing Co. has 
Tom McCarthy, local newspaper col- 
umnist, six-day-a-week ser.cs 
programs, 11:15 to 12 


for a 
ol recorded 
midnight. 
Solicits request dance 
from knob-twiddlers. 


nuinmbers 


ERNATION 


Americans. 


are | 


There are | 
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| Appeal to Negroes 


Longview, Texas, April 26. 

KFRU has fallen in line with a 
growing trend among southern sta- 
tions to build programs aimed at 
Negro audiences. 
broadcasters, however, still ignore 
the colored market in the matter of 
specific appeal. 

Broadcaster has a weekly ‘Harlem 
Revue,’ using all-Negro talent, and 
circulates heralds in colored resi- 


} 


| dential areas to attract attention to 
the show. Majority of southern sta- 
tions still do not use any colored 


performers. 


SET TAX TILT 
EXPECTED IN 
ENGLAND 


London, April 19. 
anticipates 50% 


non-payers 


‘City’ opinion 


jump in price of radio licenses as 
part of national Budget proposals, 
due April 26. All set owners now 
pay annual dues of 10 shillings, 
($2.50), but the guess now is they 
will be upped to 15 bob, though bat- 


tery-operated installations may still 
be licensed at the original rate. 

No likelihood of special additional 
licenses for television indi- 
cated, although this would be popu- 
lar with B.B.C., as source of extra 
revenue, and with radio owners who 
squawk at their license money being 
used to subsidize television, 


sets is 


(Number of television installations 
in the British Isles is widely ‘guessed’ 
from a low of 600 to perhaps 2,500 
at present, according to what New 
York sources relat.) 


MEXICANS’ CUFFO DATES 
FOR SAN ANTONIO SHOW 


Sawa Antonio, April 26. 

Visiting name Mexican performers 
work free on the only Mexican- 
language program airing here, over 
KABC. Show rides daily for 90 
minutes, studded with participatory 
spots. 

Performers 
name of 


gO on 
patriotism. 


gratis in the 
Among those 


who have done so when passing 
|through San Antonio are Agustin 
|Lara, Pepe Guizar, Chuch Monje, 


| Paul Rodriques, Marie Conesa, Jose 
, Bohr, Antonio Frausto and Lola 
| Camarillo. 

| 


HARBORD’S WORLD TOUR 





| 


} 





After Radio Convention 


| Sydney, April 2. 


Gen. James G. Harbord of Radio | 
Corporation of America goes on from | 


|; here to complete a trip around the 
| world. He is delegate to the First 
World Radio (Engineering) Conven- 
tion promoted by the Australian 
government as a part its 150th 
anniversary celebration. 

Sir Ernest Fick of Amalgamated 
Wireless has charge of the conven- 
tion. Sir Noel Ashbridge of B.B.C. 
from London also present. 
| Big social doings in 
with the radio internationale. All 
overseas guests are on the govern- 
ment’s hospitality. 

Gen. Harbord ships from here on 
the S. S. Niecu Holland. 


B.B.C. Tennis Good Enuf 


Both CBS and NBC have decided 
not to buy bex seats and have thcir 
own men go abroad to broadcast the 
| Wimbledon tennis tourney this sum- 
mer in England. Boxes are very 
expensive. 

Likely that both nets will take the 
servicing of the tourney from BBC, 
which will be fed free. Mutual has 
already notified BBC that it will take 
such a feeding. 


of 


connection 








In Canada 





R. H. Glum, Jr., transfers this 
week from Windsor. office of Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. to traffic 
dept. in Toronto. 

Ralph Hurcombe new mikeman at 
CFCO, Chatham, Ont, Formerly 
jwith CHML, Hamilton, 


Majority of Dixie, 


Proceeds to Circumnavigate Globe | 
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Changing Moods 





San Francisco, April 26. 

Mikeman Herb Allen's life 

Sunday (24) did not lack vari- 
ety. 

At 2:00 p.m., in Oakland Park 
he broadcast a baseball game 
for a breakfast food sponsor on 
KROW. 

At 2.20 he turned the game 
over to a substitute, dashed 
across the bridge to San Fran- 
cisco and aired the ‘Listen’ 
quarter-hour radio commentary 
program on KFRC for Shasta 
water. 

At 3:00 he dashed back to 
Oakland to finish the ball game 
and at the end of the game he 
headed back to San Francisco 
to read soothing poetry against 
an organ background for a mat- 
tress KPO 


sponsor on 











FLOWER BED PUBLICITY 


Neon Sign Not Appropriate for Sta- 

tion on St. Louis Campus 

St. Louis, April 26. 
the architecture of the 
Universily school in 
which WEW is located is unsuited 
for a huge neon sign that General 
Manager Al S. Foster contemplated 
having erected to identify the 
tion a large flower bed will be built 
near the studio entrance. An area 
on the Lindell boulevard side of the 
building will be landscaped and the 


Because 


St. Louis law 


sta- 


station’s call letters will be formed 
of foliage in a raised bed. 
Foster said the money’ which 


would have been used in purchasing 
the neon has been earmarked 
for the and a gardener to 
tend it. 


sign 
lawn 


Promote Baseball Co-Op 


Mutual has sent letters to its sta- 
tions asking them if they want to 
promote for co-operative sponsorship 
a weekly series of programs built 
around baseball luminaries. Idea 
came to fore after web signalized 
ball season’s start early last week 
with a roundup special event show, 
picking up major league managers 
and players from key towns. 

Program will be tagged ‘Play 
Ball’ and will air on Monday nights 
after ‘Lone Ranger.’ Spotting is se- 
lected because the network wants to 
hold on to the kid and male audi- 
ence attracted to ‘Ranger.’ 

Show will be stunted up by hav- 
ing listeners’ select ‘outstanding 
player of the week,’ who will be put 
on the ether from whatever town 
he happens to be in at the time. 
Talent will be asked to cuff it, but if 
show gets sold, player will get $50 
for an appearance, and the sports 
caster who gets and interviews him 


| will get a like sum. 





‘Orphan Annie’ Skips 


Chicago, April 26. 


Ovaltine will go off for the sum- 


ber on June 24 with its ‘Little Or- 
phan Annie’ show, dropping both 
network and spot stuff. Had fig- 


ured earlier this year on going right 
on through the summer, but account 
stuck its head back in the shell 
when the ‘recession’ came along. 

With daylight saving starting this 
week, account trying to drop off a 
half dozen or so of the NBC sup- 
plementary stations which have 
shifted time, making it a 4:45 shot 
for the kid show. 





Prima Beer on WIND 
Chicago, April 26. 

Bozell & Jacobs agency here has 
snatched off the Prima beer com- 
pany account. Is starting an im- 
mediate ether schedule for the brew 
firm. 

Going on WIND on a seven-day 
weekly schedule with a 15-minute 
slice immediately following play-by- 
play of ball game. Readying addi- 
tional spot programs to spread the 
campaign during the spring and 
summer. 


Cincinnati, April 
Higgins, Irish tenor, bows 
week on WKRC for a series of 
Wednesday and Saturday evening 15- 
minute sustainers. 

He is playing a return engagement 
at the Lookout House, nearby Ken- 
tucky nitery, 


26. 
Peter 
this 


Merle S. Jones, gen. mer. KMOX. 
St. Louis. will fly to Hollywood (29) 
to participate in dedicatory 
‘mony of new KNX studios, 


cere- 


lithe N. Y. 


atlei 


since 


May Use Yankee 


Radio Actors 
In Australia 


Sydney, April 12. 

Broadcasters, Ltd., operators of 
stations 2GB and 2UE, Sydney, is 
talking about doing a lot of import- 
ing of American radio artists to play 
the « routes. Already set 
for migration from the States are 
Eva Garcia and Howard Milholland. 


‘ommercial 


Another outfit with similar ideas is 
Stuart Doyle's Fidelity Radio 
Agency. Doyle figures on starting 


off with an 
dramatic 
lowing it 


American director of 
transcriptions and then fol- 
up with some players. 


Australian Broadcasting Commis- 


sion, Operators of the government- 
owned facilities, became importers 
of talent two years ago, but it was 


altogether with concert artists. ABC 
has had them working on the air and 
also making personal appearances in 
local halls at usual concert admis- 
sion __ prices. Broadcasters, Ltd, 
would not go in for the personal ap- 
pearance phase but confine the im- 
ported artists to sponsored programs, 


Associated Newspapers, headed by 
Sir Hugh Denison, holds the cone 
trolling interests in 2GB and 2UE 


ARCHDUKE OTTO’S PALS 


Amateur Shortwavers Stir Sentiment 
for Hapsburg Pretender 


Vancouver, B. C., April 26 


British Columbia Amateur Radio 
Ass'n is making a publicity bid by 
petitioning the International Ama- 


teur Radio Union, headquartered in 
Hartford, Conn., to organize all 
members in a world-wide plea to 
Archduke Otto of Hapsburg 
Hitler's heel. 

Idea springs from the fact that the 
Archduke is a radio ham, and there- 
fore a brother under the skin. He 
had been in touch with local sta- 
tions on several occasions before the 
Nazi coup, broadcasting as OE3AH. 
All during the hours that Nazi troops 
goose-stepping into Vienna the 
Archduke sat at his set transmitting 
the news to hundreds of operators 
U.S. and Canada. 

Idea is to ask Hitler to give Otto 
a break should he be _ extradited 
from Belgium, and incidentally pub- 
licize the communication value in 
having the hams around. 


save 


from iron 


were 


in the 


oo Settlement 
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Suit for violation of contract 
which Daniel Feder had brought in 
supreme court against 
Norman Furman, time broker in the 
foreign language field, was settled 
last week upon the latter’s agree- 
ment to pay $500 in cash. Action 
arose out of Feder’s claim that Fur- 
man had promised to give him 50% 
of all the profits that he (Furman) 
derived from the placement of Alka- 
Seltzer business. 

Feder in his complaint stated that 
Furman got the accqunt directly 
through him, after the New York 
rep for Alka Seltzer had asked him 
to find some one who was conversant 
with the foreign language advertis- 
ing business. Account has_ been 
using 26 hours a week on WEVD. 





Cincinnati, April 26. 

Robert G. Jennings, sales manager 
of WLW and WSAI, who is devoting 
attention to accounts in the east for 
a few weeks, with NYC as his base, 
put in the last half of last week at 
Crosley headquarters in Cincy. 

James D. Shouse, general manager 
of WLW, spent five days of last wecx 
in Washington and NYC. 


Ken Church, sales manager of 
KMOX and radio sales representa- 
tive in St. Louis for CBS stations, 


visited William A. Schudt, Jr., head 
of WKRC, Cincinnati, and William 


Williamson, sales manager of latter 
station, Friday (22) and Saturday 
(23). 

Jce Ries. educational director of 


Crosley’s Cincy stations, put in three 
days last week at Purdue university, 
Lafayette, Ind., lining up courses for 
next season's Ohio School of the Air 
series on WLW. 


bob deHaven back at WTCN, Min- 
neapolis, as production manager, 


having served at KVOO, Tulsa. 


] ") 
Caving 


WTCN in 1936. 
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‘One Man’s Family’ come April 29 will have finished off a full six years 
on the air. Carlton Morse, author and director of the series since its in- 
ception, wasn’t any too enthusiastic about his brainchild when he quit the 
copy desk of the Frisco Chronicle to carve out a radio career, The first 
few installments written, he gathered about himself seven unknown air 
performers to carry along the plot. Today those seven original starters 
are still in the cast, which should approximate something of a record. 
Minor characters have come and gone but the seven leaders are still 
carrying on. They are J. Anthony Smythe, Minetta Ellen, Michael Raffetto, 
Barton Yarborough, Bernice Berwin, Kathleen Wilson and Page Gilman, 
latter the son of Don Gilman, NBC v.p. 

When program was tried out on KPO (Frisco) as a sustainer it remuner- 
ated Morse around $75 weekly and the cast leads $15 a head. Today Morse 
is one of the highest salaried writers in the biz, netting around $1,000 a 
week. Principals are all paid off in three figures. Added starters, who 
also rate nice wages, are Winifred Wolfe, Walter Paterson and Barbara Jo 
Allen. 











Edgar A. Grunwald, editor of Varirety’s Radio Directory, will 
speaker at the Fashion Group’s luncheon at the Biltmore Hotel, N. Y., this 
Friday (29). Will discuss, for the fashion experts, ‘Radio’s Place in the 
Perfect Advertising Budget.’ 

John Karol, head of Columbia University’s Market Research department, 
will talk on “The Career Woman’s Blind Spot,’ slanting his speech to an 
audience of working gals who never hear daytime programs. 
them a sample of what they’re missing, The O’Neils will appear in person 
and perform. 





CBS is trying hard to line up a sponsor to bankroll the hoss race between 
Seabiscuit and War Admiral at Belmont Park on May 30. Juicy sports item, 
which fell into the network’s lap because web has a five-day exclusive on 
all N. Y. state tracks, will be announced by Bryan Field. 


| 
Difficulty in interesting prospective sponsors is that the gee-gees will | 


gallop on same day as the Indianapolis auto race, which NBC will air in 
opposition. 





Fortune’s current issue (May) is led off by a group of articles dealing 
with radio. Talent, networks, sets and the Federal Communications Com- 
mission are treated. Editors have done a straightaway job with sub-surface 
and inside stuff largely omitted. Known around the trade that an unusual 
amount of research, editorial conferences and changes of stance were 
represented in the preliminaries, 





Copy on the ‘Ave Maria Hour,’ religioso which airs over Inter-City sys- 
tem from WMCA, N. Y., Sunday nights, has been changed. 
nue, it is understood, suggested that there be fewer references to mirac- 
ulous’ happenings and ‘cures.’ Program is put on by the Franciscan Friars 
of Graymoor, N. Y. 





Associated Press last week presented a life annuity to Mrs. Helen N. 


Neil, widow of the war correspondent, Edward J. Neil, Jr., killed on New | 
Year's Eve in Spain. Mrs. Neil, who has a five-year-old son, is with Colum- | 


bia Broadcasting System in the press department. 


Aaron Stein is the author of ‘Murder on the Nose,” a mystery novel 
dealing with radio which he pseudonymed as George Bagley. His contract 
with Time which he joined as the mag’s first radio editor stipulates no out- 
side writing. 

Public Affairs Dept. of KMOX, St. Louis, under the direction of Jerry 
Hoekstra, during the 11 months’ period ending Friday (15) had 399 15 min. 
transcriptions to its credit. Divided between educational and cultural, 135, 
and good will and civic, 264. 

Four Leaf Clover, a giveaway mag edited by Edith Nieder, is question- 
nairing agencies for bios of radio talent. Idea is to offer promotional 
space for air personalities to p.a.’s. Mag is published by the Clover Farms 
Store Corp. of Cleveland, O. 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP - 


( Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas) 











Air Mail Week Gag were awarded to three winners. 

Los Angeles. /| Broadcast was from a local school. 

Harrison Holliway put his KFI-| George Bowe, staff announcer at 
KECA special eventer, Jimmy Van- | WTIC, handled the mike. 

deveer, to work or an fdea that it is | 

hoped will win for the transmitter 

one of the postoffice dept.’s prizes 





Tolls Off-State Glad 
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| WASHINGTON BUZZ. 


Washington, April 26. 
Comment occasioned by the ab- 





be a| 


To give | 


Madison ave-| 


radio background to his 


| ciates on the Commish, according to 


with asso- 


KVOR, IN TOWN OF 
TO EXPLOIT NON-SPONSORED PROGRAM 


ee 


40,000, SPENDS 106 





Pretentious Campaign to Put Station in Solid with 
Its Community Brings in Three Pepper-Uppers— 
Probably First Example of Kind in Radio History 


+ peer etn 





| sence of radio attorneys at social k-] A di - ee - 
| brawl of one FCC member lately. Brea “an udience Cort: Colorado Springs, April 26. 
Regulator, who has lots of intimate ee ea Certainly rare, possibly unprece- 
connections among the radio bar Young & Rubicam agency au- dented for local broadcasting, is the 
and industry lobby, confined guec’s ditioned an audience participa- expenditure currently by KVOR 


here of $10,000 to exploit a sustain- 


tion program at NBC Monday . . 
——" eae ; ; ing local program. Colorado Springs 


(25) afternoon which is designed 





eset : has 40,000 population (much retired 
reports, to stretch the summer when the \ : mf ; 
——— : wealth). After the present budget 
sailed Fred Allen (Bristol-Meyers) ez : . a ar ; 
C . 1] hot ted ; fT ? and campaign is exhausted there 
ss 11g snots eporte show lavs off. 
emgressiomas Dlg OtS TCPOries - ag will be further spending. All for 
grieved over recent incident which Allen Prescott, who does th 


looked—for the moment—like more 


Station sustainers, 
purpose 


pepe ee ia 2 : And for the sole 
Wifesaver’ series, tops the pro- of driving KVOR into the 


| gravy. posed program. An audience consciousness of the trading area 
| News that Senator Hattie Car- was invited to the studios for which includes about 200,000 popu- 


|}away, Arkansan who inherited the 
|post left by her late husband, had 
| received $500 for guesting on Kate 
|Smith’s program spread through the 
capital, with some law-makers figur- 
|ing maybe the ante could be boosted 
|for male members. 
Hopes for’ cash 


benefits were 


the tryout, lation in all. 














Outside money and energy is re- 


i 400 ATTEND PREVIEW sponsible for this unique episode in 
; | small town broadcasting. KVOR is 


owned by the Gaylord newspaper 
‘OF EAST & DUMKE SHOW interests who also control KLZ in 
Jenver and WKY, Oklahoma City. 


| dashed, however, when the advertis-| fast and Dumke’s new audience oe ge ace BB vo 
| 2ng agency announced sternly there | participation program will ‘break in Mame’ is saturating the aren with 
would be no pay forthcoming for| an audience’ Friday night (29) at | pillboards. heralds “arrows sointing 
Congressional spielers in the future. | Columbia Playhouse No. 1 in Man- | to KVOR, special ‘ee pane an 





WCAE Disputes KDKA 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 








leadership in Pittsburgh local sales, 
Leonard Kapner, manager of Hearst- 


its revenue on home-town 
from Jan. 1 to April 17, 1938, is 
32.6% ahead of same period dur- 
ing 1937. 

Last year was biggest in WCAE’s 
history, station doing greatest vol- 


tionally, since it was founded more 
than decade ago. From present in- 
dications, however, 1938 will top it 
| by a wide margin. 


KSFO Spelling Bee 


KSFO has Marney Animal Food 
Co. of Los Angeles for a new half- 
hour show, which will deblt Friday 
(29) at 8. Handled through the Long 
Advertising Service, the new show 
will be a spelling bee conducted by 
Tom Brenneman. Contestants chosen 
will represent various groups such 
as teachers vs. students, firemen vs. 
policemen. 

Original plan was to have the show 
originate in one of the local down- 
town theatres. When the Orpheum, 
local house under’ consideration, 
learned that it would have to hire 
a standby orchestra, the deal chilled. 
Weekly passes to theatre were to be 
the prizes, 








George Hogan Studies Law 
Philadelphia, April 26. 
George Hogan has resigned from 
the gab staff at WCAU to continue 
study of law at Manhattan Univer- 


Refuting KDKA’s claim to current! broadcast conditions. 


owned WCAE, is pointing out that} 
accounts | 


ume of business, both locally and na- | 


|hattan. Some 1,400 persons will be | newspapers, window displays. About 
| invited to attend the preview of | every trick, standard and otherwise, 
| ‘Meet the Champ,’ which has been | jn the exploitation bag has been 
|privately auditioned a couple of hauled out. Three out-of-town men 
|times, but now gets a test under | came in five weeks ahead to get the 
| program and the exploitation under 
way. J. L. Meyerson, John Blatt 
and Bill Stephens constituted the 
fireworks brigade. 

Show, now in its third week, is 


| bursting the Hotel Antlers 800 ca- 


| pacity and wiJl move June 4 into 

SEATTLE SPOOF SESSION [the Civic Auditorium seating 4,000. 
oe |Bernard Vessey, head of the local 

‘Transipeep’ Invented by Dr. Quil-| Rotary chapter, is m.c. of the show 
liam of KIRO But It Breaks Down | which broadcasts Sundays at 3 p.m. 
with an hour’s entertainment for the 
Seattle, April 26. | studio audience after the 30 minute 

Oft-stated declaration that radio! broadcast. 

broadcasting is too new a biz to 


; Maximum whoop-de-do stirred up 
laugh at itself took a little rebuttal| through churches, schools, music 
here when Tubby Quilliam, of| 


. teachers and group participation, 
KIRO, staged a stunt “Transipeep’ | Awards of grand piano to clubs, etc., 
burlesque on radio, television fac- | prings out big participation of trios, 
simile. |quartets, choral groups and so on, 

Recording made in advance was/ Cash prizes for individuals. Station 
piped into the party for Louis K./ estimates one in every 200 of popu- 
Lear, KIRO prez, and gave many | |ation filed an application to partici- 
of those present a ribbing dust-off.| pate, 

Show ended with a big crash and 
the announcement that ‘further ex- 
periment will be necessary.’ 


WRNL’s College Lines 


Richmond, Va., April 26. 

WRNL, News Leader station, run- 
ning direct wire into William and 
Mary College at Williamsburg. Marks 
third educational line, since it al- 
ready has connections into Univer- 
sity of Virginia and University of 
Richmond. 
| John Stewart Bryan, owner of 
| WRNL, is president of William and 


Young & Rubicam has a non-nego- 
| tiable option on the show, and will 
decided Friday. CBS otherwise will 
give the idea a sustaining whirl. 














After this splash gradually peters 
out KVOR will probably buy “The 
Lone Ranger’ rights for this section 
from WXYZ, Detroit. But not pri- 
marily as a sponsor-baiter. Rather 
as a further means of impacting the 
youngsters of the area, 

Investment is to create station 
popularity and audience loyalty, 


UNLICENSED STATION 
DRAWS FINES FOR 2 


Charlotte, N. C., April 26. 











for the best airmail week program. 
Idea behind the stunt was to show 
the progress made in the postal ser- 
vice since the pony express days. 
Last Friday (22) Buck Jones, astride 
his picture pony, Silver, made a start 
from Union Air terminal with a mail 
sack thrown over the saddle. At 
precisely the same time an airliner 


took off. Five minutes later each 
reported its position, which was 
short-waved to KFI dialers. Station 


had men planted on the plane and in 
a car pacing Jones. 

While waiting for the returns, 
Holliway spotted at the station studio 
Curley Ayers, 93, who told of the old 
days when he carried the mails by 
brone. Mileage covered by each 
€auipage was announced at close of 
program, a great sendoff for the 
mails and the Anthony transmitter. 
_ Program was one of the outstand- 
ing special eventers since the flood. 





aati Portland, Ore. 
KEX will ballyhoo National Air- 
mail Week next month by getting 


permission from the postoffice to in- | 


stall a P.O. in the station’s studios. 
Will use a special postal station can- 
cel, the first ever to be put into a 
redio station. Cacheting and mailing 
will be done on four successive Sat- 
urdays, starting this week (30). 
Stamp collectors are being asked 
to send in any amount of envelopes 


they want plugged for their albums. | 





— Hartford. 
jy, dtation WTIC. the postoffice, and 
iree local concerns tied in Saturday 
night to sponsor a special auestion 
and answer program designed to as- 
S'st local voungsters participating in 
en Air Mail contest, sponsored by 
‘he Post Office Department. Prizes 


Memphis. 

WREC will pick up a remote from 
| Newport, Ark., on May 19, which will 
|celebrate ‘Arkansas Free Bridges.’ 
| Gov. Earl Bailey will speak, among 
| others. 
| State recently abolished all 
| bridges within Arkansas and 
| folks are celebrating. 


toll 
the 


Grocery Store Tie-up 
Duluth. 

To aid in merchandising flour in a 
new container, advertised on their 
‘Mother Hubbard’s Melody Cupboard’ 
program, Sam L. Levitan, p.a. and 
special events man for KDAL, de- 
| vised a counter display that has this 
burg ga-ga. 

New container is drum-like caddy. 
Levitan has parked these drums on 
grocery counters throughout this 
area. with signs reading: ‘Look in the 
Caddy. See the World's Prize Home- 
Baker.’ 

F2mme peering into container sees 
her own phiz in a mirror around 
which is prominently lettered: “YOU 
—With Mother Hubbard,’ 

Hausfrauen consider the gag such 
a niftv that thev drag in their friends 
to take a gander, 
frocers’ reports. Counter display is 
one of numerous angle in a compre- 
hentive campaign worked out by 
| KDAL for iis sponsor. 

Boner Court 
Oklahoma City. 
| ‘Roner Court.’ newest program on 
WKY has studio audience acting as 
iurv for trials of announcers whose 


| boners are pointed out in letters to 


the station.- Earl C. Hull is judge 
end esch announcer is allowed to de- 
fend himself before the jury; which 
hos the right to cross examine. 
of 5 cents is collected on conviction. 


too, according to | 


Fine | 


: , Mary. 
sity. He has been lined up for an 


after-dark swing on WNEW to carry 
his expenses in New York, 


Downey Guest Dates 
Morton Downey does a guest stint 





Tom Dean, formerly connected} on the Schaefer Beer program on 
| with stations in Florida, has joined | NBC tomorrow night (Thurs.). 
| the WIP spiel corps, He replaces| Another on the Al Pearce Ford 
George Sutherland. show May 10. 


New York Station Men Expect Baseball 
Rights in National 

















aan + 
j > ] ° 

New York broadcasters close to the WXYZ S Added Offices 
local sports situation are confident 
that the games of the N. Y. Giants | mT 
and the Brooklyn Dodgers will be- | Détroit, April 26. 
come available for commercial spon-| King-Trendle radio and theatre of- 
|sorship next season, Agreement | fices, now located in the old Madison | 
which binds these two teams to non- theatre building on Grand Circus 


broadcasting policy expires at the 
end of the current playing season 
and there are strong indications, say 
these broadcasters, that the Giants 
and the Dodgers managements will 
not renew. They do not expect the 
N. Y. Yankees to let down the bars. 

The $1,400 per game offered by 


Park here, will move into spiffy new 
layouts in the Stroh building, across 
the park, around the middle of next 
month. 

WXYZ and Michigan network of- 
fices will occupy entire floor, while 
United Detroit theatre staff will take 
over the floor below. 


General Mills and Kellogg, it is! WXYZ’'s studios, however, will re- 
figured, will cover the daily salaries | main atop the Macabees building on 
of either team. Dodzers last week the near north side of town. Sta- | 
made their opening game available | tion recently completed a big vertical 


with the understanding that the three 
exhibition game t had scheduled 
got a sponsor for a lump sum of 
| $2,500, 


antenna on top of the 
building and switch in offices is being 
effected to provide more suitable and 
jnicer space for buying staff. 


League Next Year 


Macabees | 


W. H. Nichols and C. L. Weather- 
| bee were each fined $50 in federal 
|court at Salisbury last week for op- 
eration of an unlicensed radio station 
at Norwood, Case, which one 
of a new type in this state, arose un- 
der the fedcral communications act 
of 1934. 

Two men entered a plea of guilty, 
it being stated that they did not 
know they were violating the law by 
operating a radio station. Station, it 
was said, was for the amusement of 
| the community and themselves and 
they did not offer any commercial 
advertising. 

Station was raided on last Feb. 10, 
| No criminal intent was attached to 
the two men, it was stated by Ralph 
| L. Walker, attorney at Washington, 
D. C., who appeared in the case with 
the district attorney, but the come 
| mission 1s anxious to stop any mush- 
room growth of such stations. 

In Texes alone, the commission’s 
attorney told the court, as many as 
200 stations began operation without 
license and some of them had gone 
so far as to sell advertising. 


Mrs. Molrese Joins WJEJ 


Hagerstown, Md., April 25. 





was 


| Edythe Fern Melrose has joined 
WJEJ, Hagerstown, as sales man- 
ager. 


Station 


power last 


received an 
week, 


increase in 


Johnny Conrad, former p.a. for 
KWK, St. Louis, now announcing on 
i} KFOR, Lincoln, Neb, 


on 
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38 VARIETY 


Follow-Up 


‘March of Time,’ now sponsored 
by Servel Electrolux on Thursdays 
(NBC-blue, 8-8.30), continues chart- 
ing its course up the same channels, 
and that’s peak in news dramatiza- 
tion methods on the ozone. ‘Time’ 
has always displayed its ego and as- 
sertiveness in shaping up the shows, 
and to some small slice of audience 
there has been annoyance at ediors 
constantly referring to themselves as 
‘the ablest historians of our day.’ 

Super-par program last Thursday 
(21). Production was slick through- 
out Subject matter was knitted 
tightly and for variety’s sake wel! 
chosen. Acting had authority, as- 
surance and the impersonations of 





Comment 


PAUL DOUGLAS 
Sports Talk 

15 Mins. 
CHESTERFIELD 


reteset + | Mon.-Sat., 6:30 p.m. 








WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 

| This stanza, getting off for its sec- 
;}ond season for the same sponsor, 1S 
'one of the best of its kind. Paul 
Douglas has a free-’n-easy manner of 
delivery well suited to dishing up 
ithe sports results at the end of the 
‘day. Timed to unravel about the 
dinner hour, the program's chief ob- 
| stacle seems likely to be Boake Car- 
ter, who fires off his general news 
| commenting concurrently over 


No Understudies 


Eddie Cantor’s sickness Mon- 
day night demonstrated radio’s 
helplessness in substituting a 
comedy program at the last mo- 
ment, Answer in this case was 
there wasn’t any comedy. In- 
stead. Rudy Vallee stepped in 
with a straight, dignified m.c. 
and solo song routine, It was 
a straight musical revue. There 
wasn't a laugh in the half-hour 
from tune-in to tune-out. 





' Douglas should: be able to snare the 
sports following. 

Douglas, who comes to the assign- 
ment via announcing and 





public figures were generally good. 

Best bit was the opener, reenact- 
ment of the Pope elevating to saint- 
#-s0d a trio during Easter celebra- 
tion in Rome. Nicely caught with 
an authentic touch the Plain Chant 
and the pronouncements in Latin. 
One of the newly named saints came 


from Catalonia, Spain, which was 
perfectly placed to dovetail into 
war on the Iberian Peninsula. 


Jumped then across the globe (and 


with the ironic wet smack) to 
dramatize the 10,000 beleagured 
Japanese troops, surrounded and} 


starving deep in the Shantung prov- | 
ince; that in turn brought out the} 
pessimism at home among the Japs. | 


For novelty, there was the WPA | 


unit blasting earth in Washington 
state and destroying turkey eggs, 


with a farmer suing the government 
for his loss; also Mrs. F. D. R. at the | 
egg-rolling on White House lawn, | 
when she shielded herself posing for | 
photogs because didn’t want news-| 
papers to have a cut of her wearing 
slacks. Actress who did the Presi- 
dent’s wife was swell. 

Reaction to President's fireside 
chat of week before was o.k., if a 
lift out of current Life mag. The} 
ruckus at Flint, Michigan, between 
unionized workers and General Mo- 
tors was too long and flabby for} 
what it offered in timely news. 

Plugs for Servel certainly aren’t 
short, inserted as they are at start 
and stop on show. There was a 
shade of repetition, too. One in the 
middle and less in the aggregate 
might help. 


Radio division of the Federal thea- 
tre is doing a skilled job of adapting 
Jules Verne’s ‘From the Earth to 
the Moon’ over the air via WHN, 
N. Y. They are half-hour install-| 
ments spotted opposite the first half 
of the Rudy Vallee-Royal Gelatin 
show (8.30 to 9 p.m. EDST), with 
W. M. Sutton credited as adaptor 
and George Reynolds, producer. Last 
Thursday’s (21) was the third in- 
stallment and conveyed with the 
right touches of plot buildup and 
excitement the doing of the occu- 
pants of the rocket-train, ‘The Co-| 
lumbian,’ as it approached the moon. 








Critics Circle Award Ceremonies, 
with George Jean Nathan, John Ma- 
son Brown, John Anderson, Paul | 
Vincent Carroll, George S. Kaufman, | 


Wallace Ford, Broderick Crawford | 5 


and John F. Hamilton, was, as radio 
entertainment, anything but impres- 
sive. Even to legit fans it was 
hardly engrossing. Speeches were 
over long and the excerpt from the} 
prize-winner, ‘Of Mice and Men,’ | 
was inconclusive and somewhat | 
mystifying. However, that portion 
of the session was the only part con- 
vincingly put over. 

John Mason Brown, of the N. Y. 
Post, opened the stanza with a too-| 


| 
| 


awards. Also spoke his piece as a/| 


dissenter in favor of the runner-up 
choice, ‘Our Town.’ 

Georye Jean Nathan, as president | 
of th. Circle, made the principal | 
award to John Steinbeck for ‘Of 
Mice and Men.’ He appeared not at 
his best, speaking as if he had a 
mouthful of ticket stubs. Was rea-| 
sonably terse. George S. Kaufman, | 
who staged ‘Mice,’ accepted the! 
award for Steinbeck, who remained 
in California and, it is reported, de- | 
clined to make the trip to San Fran- | 
cisco to broadcast his acceptance 
from there. As a wit, Kaufman was 
a washout, since he didn’t even at- 
tempt any humor and seemed dis- 
tinctly ill at ease. 

Wallace Ford, Broderick Crawford 
and John F. Hamilton followed in a 


short scene from ‘Mice,’ in which 
they are appearing at the Music 
Box, N. Y. It was persuasively 


played, but must have seemed puz- 
zling to listeners not familiar with 
the play. And it certainly gave little 
idea of the drama’s character and 
Wallop. Nathan wound up the ses- 
sion with an expression of thanks 


to NBC for its patience in handling 


such ‘amateurs’ and skill with the 
‘professionals.’ That was pertinent. 
Phil Spitalny’s al!-girl orchestra 


has switched its period on NBC-Red 


for General Electric from Monday 
to Sunday night, edging into the 


10-10:30 p.m. niche from which Seal- 
test withdrew recently. 

Formula, which has 
been successful, remains 
Studied arrangements and the ver- 


consistently 


satility of the girls keep the program 
perky. 


Spitalny repeats arrange- 


unaltered. | 


legit stage, is no sports expert, but 
he has a likable mike personality. 
|That and the fact that his present 
duties don’t call for any great inside- 
stuff knowledge give him a distinct 
edge over the know-all-the-sports- 
answers boys. 

On session caught (21) he tossed off 


Radio’s philosophy of name- 
for-name omits entirely the 
question of giving the public 
something similar to what they 
expected. That’s what happens 
when a legit star is under the 


weather. Understudy steps in, 











| Andre Kostalanetz, as a baseball fan. 

intermit- | That’s the colorful sort of personal- 

the lustre of | ity stuff a sports commentator should 
deliver. 


Douglas handles his 0wn commer- 


ments of his best routines 
tently. Warranted by 
them generally. 

When caught (24) there was ‘Sum- 


mertime,’ ‘Indian Love Call,’ ‘Ti-Pi| cials. Most of them are sh ort, but! On this session the Hickory House | 
Tin,” ‘Tea for Two. Throaty voiced | the finale is fairly lengthy. Usually | was the scene for Courtney's peri- 
Maxine, and Evelyn on her fiddle! along that old ‘They satisty trail, | patetic mike, as he interviewed 
have their usual solo licks. Trio| but ,unree ed innocuous !Y enough. diners at the tables. The incidental 
didn’t have much to do this time. | All in all, it's a sock — ‘- its | plugs for the Hickory’s chops and 
Standout was turned on by Marian | kind and well designed to pu over steaks sounds like a dual commer- 

) the product. Hobe. cial hookup, but actually is just the 


Williams, going through some mea- 
sures on a sax and clarinet. Chora | 
effect at finale was swell. | son HOWARD 

G. E. plugs were reasonable and Musical 
couched in nice copy. Blurb was also| 45 Mins.—Local 
slipped in for the coming New York|y pg, wiLLIAMS CO. 


overlook some of the swings, he | whisker stiffener is labeled Glider 


Built up quite a following with sev- 


pleasure and gratitude, to leave the ) qu 
eral periodic stints on the latter sta- 


room to brew a jug of Chase & 


REVIEWS 


- 
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| BLUE BARRON ORCHESTRA 
; 15 Mims, 
| Sustaining 








POLLY SHEDLOVE 
With Charies McCarthy 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

WHN, New York 


Thursday, 6.45 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Good program. Miss Shedlove! Once-weekly plug for the 6.45 p.m, 
dished out a similar sort of program) vacancy in the NBC red schedule 
for six years on KSTP, St. Paul. Has | should be helped somewhat by fol- 
amiable voice and a nice manner of lowing Paul Douglas’ sports chat and 
presentation. Appeal is to women) by the fact that it precedes Amos 'n’ 
listeners who want tips on fashions| Andy. But Lowell Thomas on the 
and enjoy general chatter that | blue network at the same time is a 
scopes a wide field. Miss Shedlove hefty rival. However, Blue Barron’s 
has a smart angle in not criticizing | music, pumped from the Green room 
things, but merely describing her),of the Hote] Edison, N.Y., is one of 
personal reactions to them. That the better samples of dancery over 





WABC. That's tough opposition, but | 


from the | 


aa . . a a nice bit of spieling, a yarn about 
show goes on, Maybe not quite a Greenwich Village lad, Norman } 
as good but at least following Brinkerhoff. who’s getting a major | 
the same pattern. | league pitching tryout. Also got in a | 

‘| plug for his Chesterfield confrere, 


gives an intime touch that abets the 
program happily. 

Station announcer Charles McCar- 
| thy several times during the pro- 
gram chirps up with a leading sug- 
| gestion, upon 
comments. McCarthy’s presence re- 
moves the monotony which would 
| probably crop up were he absent. 
Bert. 
| INSIDE THE NIGHT CLUBS’ 
| With Allen Courtney 
| Interviews 
| 15 Mins.—Local 
MADISON LOAN 
WMCA, New York 

Madison Auto Loan which is a 
prolific user of WMCA time under- 
writes Allen Courtney’s excursions 
in the restaurants and lesser niteries. 
Principally, they’re restaurants with 
a Cabaret flavor, such as when Mae 
West was cuffoed into a spiel when 


payoff to the establishment for per- 
mitting pickup. 

Courtney of course must be the 
whole show and he deports himself 
| skillfully. He’s glib, smooth and 


= : 4 ‘ | enave rit : ratchfil eve ; - 
Fair. Sponsor is interested in the | ‘Phursday, 11 p.m | suave, with M — a so 
+ sday, ome |}to any emergency. n the hotch: 
expo. . agg | Rete sos jto any emerg 
| bat ive ’ — Revie wasinies toes bin ee it be even more of a travail 
: Nee ave een ee tte base | although even here when he en- 
Don Ameche, who is versatile en- | tached to different swing styles but! .ountered a Miss Gladys Fay who 
ough in average to be over-tasked in | the one applied to Howard's song | caiied herself ‘just a lousy singer’ it 
specific cases, was the Earl of Both- ; and pianology is the topper. But it! cajed for some tact ; r 
| ce ‘ lou ra oo | 2c Ww he shay > "res a*s | : Pea 1 F a . 
Le ll Sunday to Judith Anderson's | a in W ith ep - 1 ‘ * oe °| Headwaiter Eddie of the Hickory 
10a ary . P oY ‘ ver . rs rnict Ke Lt Kay. " . ¢ P 
a en Mary of —— A haga as rs fe ie akidinee = : Ss oa , House proved a sample of what 
dulgent winter rules, w hich would alis ] g ns ths - . Courtney might warn his other 


maitres not to be. Forget the too 


might be said to have gotten the Cream. are _ | obvious plugs for the steaks and the 
script into the cup without too many It’s the first commercial for How-/},.. inle 4 rj a little 
] I lend althanwh te is not new to the ait 1 ee and trick it up with a little 
dramatic a But _ an | ard alt ye - hg ~ 9 a" ho gh |rehearsal. At Jeast it can be done 
was primarily an opportunity for | waves, Naving bee : ~ > | with the permanent attaches, if not 
Bergen addicts, palpitating with | tainer from WINS, and WHN, N. Y.|,)j yperiese ee oc” in 
3 , with the casual customers. Eddie 


stuttered a bit and overdid the free 
ads for the payoffs. 


~anhor re . Iec} | j iz ( ickler t . 5 at | 
Sanborn. It was intermission on | tion. Piano tickler ae start a‘; Other customers were much bet- 
radio’s top-ranking hour. Tillie’s in ‘Harlem, N. Y., and latet| tor save for a nervous quintet of 
Bergen paced his flippant rummy | made recordings for Decca. He's] sissling femmes fr Boston. holi- 
2 Litt = am giggling temmes trom oston. hol 
for one-two-three laughs. Only tl.e|currently_on the bill at Mammy’s| Gaying in New York over Easter. 


Chicken Farm on 52d St. He did a 


count was up around 48-49-50. It | 
guest stint on the Rudy Vallee pro- 


still isn’t trite to reiterate that radio | 





q fact that he mentioned, telling lis- 
teners there’s no need to shift to an- 
a fountain on a holiday, it’s this | other groove for entertainment, and 
voice-thrower. | that he’d be there each week, he 

Showfolks, too, like to gab about | really went to town with a varied 
the Stroud boys. Wordy and pithy. | selection of tunes. Vocalizing comes 
close to being on a par with his key- 
work. 

Drawback is his patter. It’s almost 
annoying at times. Should cut down 
t was the usual Penner hodge-podge | on jt as well as his laugh. 
of foolish ideas and foolish deport- | might be natural effervescence but 
ment. Knitted together by the droll} the giggle sounded foreed and 
personality and vocal tricks of the | phony, although opening night nerv- 
top comic. ousness might be blamed. It’s 
rather late ror a commercial but it’s 
in an ideal spot and rates are lower. 


laymen don’t get. For if a_ long 


| 
over-due success ever came up like | 


Joe Penner’s b-and of radio lunacy 
was in scoring position Sunday night. 





‘THE GREEN HORNET’ 
Dramatic Serial 


30 Mins. ‘TALK OF THE TOWN’ 





That’s the unknown quantity in com- 
edy relief which could be interpreted 


took a remarkably long time to dis- | gram Thursday night, a few h urs as an asset, and the convincer that 
cover a guy that had been clipping | before debuting his: ywn time, with it’s unstaged. Courtney’s judgment 
; audiences behind footlights for years. | an imitation of a plas er pi ano that in when to ease away and spare 
Bergen’s present capers must give | left no doubt of his keyboard ability.| mutual embarrassment was vindi- 
showfolks a professional kick that On his own, following Bing Crosby, | cated when caught. Abel. 


HARRY WISMER 

Sports 

1/15 Mins., Local 

HAVANA RIBBON CIGARS 

| T.-T.-Sat.; 6:15 p.m, 

| WIR, Detroit 

| Told by sponsor to pull no punches 
and spare no expense, Harry Wismer 
dishes out raft’of inside sports dope 
'on this new thrice weekly program. 
| And gives it a different twist. 

| Initial shot derided bally on Mike 
| Jacobs’ supposed efforts to hold com- 
ing Louis-Schmeling fistic bout in 


| 
| 


Detroit, and cited fact deal’s already | 


| been closed for Yankee Stadium, 
N. Y. Week later an INS sports 
| writer from N. Y. penned the same 
stuff 


Sustaining With Ray Shannon, Janette, Mugh | *') i of ” ee ee 
Thurs., 8:30 p.m. Cross and His Radio Pals, Five | B yy Sen "hasauee. Gtamner having 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. Aces ee ee ek. eee ee 
n pe : . Sn or | divided his stint into eight ‘columns’ 
Ait. Z, Detroit, has a choice piece hg —_— | of a newspaper with predictions 
0 yroperty in this one. It was/|?¥ 2 pg Poe scores istory, ‘sc hy ate 
brought east, via Mutual wires “for | IDEAL HAMS | ican ee en ee oe 
the first time last week (14) and | Saturdays, 7:30 p. m. | . "Haedies own commercials which 
even though it runs parallel to the | WSAT, . incinnati |are constrained and smooth. Pete 
second half of the Rudy Vallee-Royal | (William H. Holland) ; a — 


Hornet’| Several smart ideas. Stanza is 
| tied up with different fraternal 
lodges, in whose neighborhood audi- 
toriums the broadcasts originate, 
with frequent changes of locale. Free 
admission tickets are passed out by 


Gelatin stanza, ‘The Green 
should accumulate enough of a fol- 
lowing to make it a sound commer- 
cial candidate. 

Coming out of the same studios 
which created ‘The Lone Ranger,’ it 


blends exciting plot with skillful |the bankroller’s dealers, permitting 
production, deft writing and good attendance by customers, as well as 
all-around acting. It has sustained |>¥Y lodge members and their families. 


On each shot an officer of the 
guest lodge is interviewed about his 
order’s ideals, aims and activities. 
|Several persons from the audience 
fare selected for participation in a 
a la ‘The Shadow’”’ *} quiz session. Too, a lodge member 

In this case the vigilante, or the ,' Child of a member into the 
frustrator of skullduggery, is a news- |Utine for soloing of a pop number. 
paper editor. As the writer has him | — i ee 8 ee 
IOwW y > hic Si * oa Dea Bae i. munity atmospnere iney ire 
now molded, this Sit Galahad is a twined with talent from the 


pace and ample imagination and 
about the only place that it can bet- 
ter itself is in the sketching of the 
central character, one deriving from 
the vigilante school of radio drama 





gets 


c lay 
CTOSIey 


little too vague as to characterization 


or personality. He needs more be- staff, thus cutting down the ama- 
havioristic buildup and a quality or | teur Uinge. — 1 " } 
mannerism of voice that will cause | Ray 5 song gered lia tin IB 
the listener to associate him quickly | #5, Master, of ceremonies Janette 

” | warbles hit tun in torchy stvle and 


with the role. 
Thriller caught Thursday con- 
cerned a menace who made a busi- 


the Five Aces, mixed  pipesters, 
swing with heavier numbers. A neat 
package of hillbilly music and 


sing- 





Cii- | 


| JIMMY KEMPER 
| With the Norsemen Quartet 
| 15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 

Jimmy Kemper’s song cycles are 
;not new. Rather than an ordinary 
| succession of tunes his selections are 
; motivated by an underlying theme. 
Last week’s program was laid along 
‘alone in the big town’ lines and in- 
|cluded a medley of old timers, the 
| rearranged ‘Hometown,’ current, 
‘An Old Straw Hat,’ and ‘Heigh-Ho,’ 
| for a pepper-upper. 

Norsemen Quartet accompanies 
| Kemper and also handles a couple on 
its own. Quartet has a nice style. 
| Program is in a tough spot, bucking 
Rudy Vallee and Kate Smith. Kemper 

remains a good trouper with a sense 
|!of musical showmanship. 
| 








‘HOW SMART ARE YOU’ 
With Dick Diespecker 
30 Mins.—Local 


ness of killing off for their insurance | 7 ; h ( rid: 
: a ee oie a “ ~ ing is delivered by Hugh Cross and | Friday, 7 p.m. 
ry 4 ups of men that he had | pis sve co-workers CIOR, Vancouver 
mu iired to work . ; j , 5 eae Jew an: ui i } ] 
and C at i Preven a ea seap | Gordon Shaw, announcer, effec- | New angle on quiz idea based on 
or he petit a © ey seo ore — tively unfolds the commercial chat- | 48sumption that school kids have 
tne wat of plot development, dra- l ter Blurbs are fev ind to the | more general knowledge th ain their 
shio was kept well withia bounds. | ont. Kou. | fown-upe. on cpener Ave boys 
wes kept well w i fs) Ss. |competed against their f: rs wi 
Rimsky-Korsakoff’s ‘The Flight of atc. 0g gga ging Bide 
the Bumble Rae’ serv 4 s t} Lusi I; ane 6CUSENG out on top 63 
} Sumi ee serves as tne musi- Lee Neal and Bob Kliment new, 61. 


cal theme in leading on and taking | , 

. >] ra > ¢ . + +S r 
off the narrative. Each vrogram | on . WOAS, Muntington, ‘W. 
| represents a completed story. Va. Nelson King has 
\ Odec. station’s musical director, 


resigned as 


Diespecker does a good job keep- 
ing kids chattering clearly. Pace is 
good considering obvious embarrass- 
jment of fathers. 


which Miss Shedlove | 


she dined at Braddock’s new eatery. | 


ithe kilocycles during the early eve 
hours. Considering everything, it 
seems likely to garner a fair follow- 
| ing. 

| Band gets off after an intro by an- 
nouncer Gene Hamilton and a mike 
| bow by Barron, using the ‘may-we- 
please you’ spiel familiarized some 
| years ago by Vincent Lopez. Outfit 
}sounds of medium size, favoring the 
| woodwinds and muted brasses, with 
jan electric guitar as frequent color- 
ling. Titles are announced part way 
through the numbers and nearly 
,every tune has an intro of an old 
;pop. That bears out the ‘Music of 
Yesterday and Today’ label of the 
program. 

Plenty of vocalizing on the stanza, 
| mostly by Russ Carlisle and Charlie 
Fisher. Former is as sobby a crooner 
as ever pulled the pathos stops. On 
show caught (21) he practically in- 
undaied the airwaves with tears in 
singing ‘My First Affair’ and ‘Moon 
of Manakoora.’ Fisher has a semi- 
recitative style, with a slightly nasal 
voice. Uses a mildly peppy deliv- 
ery. Did ‘You Went to My Head’ 
when caught. 

Band uses distinctive arrangements, 
Tone is soft and comparatively sweet. 
| Effective rhythms and capable in- 

strumentation. Group vocals are by 
the Ambassadors of Harmony, ap- 
parently several boys from the band. 
| Hobe. 


‘THE CONSUMER 
RIGHT TO KNOW’ 
With Eleanor Chatham 

15 Mins.—Local 
JOHN G. MYERS CO. 
Daily, 2:15 P.M. 
WOKO, Albany 
Program is hailed 
progressive step in 
commercial radio. Beneath the 
wrapping of its slick selling titte, 
however, is a pattern old on home 
broadcasts: direct, even insistent, 
advertising. Dialers who expect re- 
straint will be disappointed. Indus- 
try, product and sponsor plugging on 


HAS THE 


as a new and 
Jocal daytime 


some of these broadcasts is even 
heavier than usual on salvos, for 
housewives. Broadcast on electric 


refrigerators and GE models was an 
example of overcharging the adver- 
tising chamber. That on foundation 
garments—old fashioned word ‘cor- 
used only once—was better. 
Consumer information angle may, o8& 
course, make the quarter hours wel- 
come to femme listeners, supposed to 
have Job-like patience in the face of 
steady spieling. 
Normally, a consumer commercial 
| would seem to presuppose _ the 
presence, on some occasions at least, 
| of unbiased women to ask pertinent 
and searching questions. 

Such was not the case when heard 
| the opening week. Representatives 
| of various women’s organizations did 
| extend the usual expressions of in- 
| terest, and appreciation, on initial 
ride. Announced that sponsor is 
glad to receive questions. 

When caught, Eleanor Chatham 
(Mrs. Floyd Walter), of WOKO staff, 
queried department heads. Emphasis 
was laid on_ standard products, 
' manufactured under proper labor, 

ete., conditions, This makes a smart 
sales talk, but not when dragged out 

15 minutes. Miss Chatham’s voice 

and delivery have improved since 
| she started to air, on another block, 
for Myers. However, she still shows 
| a tendency to pitch the tone too high 
| and to make the sound too hard. Has 
| a friendly personality. 
; Only 
sional 


sets’ 


entertainment is an occa- 
transcription. Like other 
consumer broadcasts, this one is bet- 
ter in title and conception than in 
execution. It can and perhaps will 
| be improved. Jaco. 


| 
| 
| 





LOUIS LaHAYE 
Baseball Comment 
'15 Mins., Local 
ISENBERG BROS, 
Friday, 5:45 p.m. 
WICC, Bridgeport 

Isenberg Bros.. New Haven men’s 
clothes house, buys a weekly script 
prepared out of town and read by 
WICC announcer indentified as ‘Tha 
Old Coach.’ Why spieler, Louis La- 
Haye, one of the station’s veterans 
and an acknowledged local author- 
ity on baseball, isn’t personally billed 
|1S a sensible question; LaHaye does 
)an effective job on an over-abun- 
dance of copy and would probably 
;mean a lot more under his own tag 
{than as the ‘Old Coach’ character. 

At this early stage of the ball sea- 
son it isn’t hard to anticipate the 
development of a need for localizing 
the chatter wherever possible. The 
national situation is pretty well com- 
prehended by the major nets, and an 
independent program invites indi- 
vidual treatment. 

Excent for over-writing, first script 
was interesting, covering big circuit 


personnel and forecasting league 
Standings at end of season. Commer- 
'cials were way too long. Elem 


bd 
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Wednesday, April 27, 1938 


—— 


= 
F. D. ROOSEVELT, Jr. 





plus Gertrude Lawrence, Major Tex | 


O'Reilly, Judge Leo Mintzer, Peter 
Van Steeden, Peg LaCentra, Fred 
Utell 

Variety Guesters 

30 Mins. 

VITALIS 

Mondays, 10:50 p.m. 

WEAF-NEBC, New York 

(Pedlar & Ryan) 

This variety snow has veen steadily 
improving. It’s captioned ‘For Men 
Only’ which has a somewhat stag im- 
plication, and arrestingly warns the 
femmes to tune-out, being purported- 
lv a 100% -formen show. However, 
Pee LaCentra is a weekly staple ana 
at least one femme is a guester every 


week. On this session, Gertrude Law- | 
rence split the ethereal marquee bill- | 


ing with Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr 
whose discourse was innocuous 
enough in reply to announcer Fred 
Utell’s query, ‘How’ does it feel to 
be the son of the President of the 
United States.’ 

Show is nicely geared and paced 
for a diversity of interests. There’s 
a fixed sports spiel; plus Peter Van 
Steeden’s and Peg LaCentra’s per- 
manency for the band and vocal ac- 
comps. 

One of the guesters is also the 
cue-in for the commercial plug, 
which is all right, but much of that 
favorable impression is later mili- 
tated against by a longwinded spiel 
just before the next-to-closing guest- 
er. It’s as if the sponsor figured that 
he’s been suave enough—now let's 
really boff ’em with a commercial 


spiel. It well night inspires the 
tune-out, and is only countenanced 


by the fact that there’s something 
worthy in the offing. In this instance 
it was Gertrude Lawrence who was 
segued into her spot by young 
Roosevelt. 

Major Tex O'Reilly, soldier of for- 
tune, was the tee-off, using a drama- 
tized episode to introduce 
he putting the topper on that For- 


eign Legion dramalet. Then Judge 
Leo Mintzer, of Harrison, N. Y.. a 


marrying judge, who dwelt on some 
of the notables Le spliced, and who 
was the means for working in the 
plug, stating that his observation has 
been that the boys with the well- 
groomed appearance — notably the 
hair (Vitalis is the sponsor, get it? )— 
are the ones who waltz the beauts 
to his judicial chapel for the I-do 
routine. 

F. D.R., Jr. dwelt more on his Har- 
vard crew experience, and spoke 
about the past and forthcoming var- 
sity races. Then that longwinded ‘60 
second workout with Vitalis’ com- 
mercial, and finally Miss Lawrence. 

Latter has been guesting around 
the kilocycles quite a bit of late, and 
to effect. 
Coward, out of a ‘Charlot's 
wasn’t the happiest vocal selection. 
sustained only by the comedienne’s 
personal charm in delivery. She was 
more clicko in discoursing on why 
and how she came to speak from 
the Rev. Christian Reisner’s pulpit 
in the Broadway Tabernacle, in con- 
nection with her current 


festation for appreciation of the 
brotherhood of man, in contrast to 
what's happening to the turbulent old 
world today, 

In toto, a brisk half hour. Abel. 





QUIZZER ON STILTS 
Bert Madden 
15 Mins.; Local 
NU-ENAMEL 
Daily, 4 p. m. 
WABY, Albany 

Stilt quizzing is a new variation 
of the familiar man in the street in- 
terrogations, Madden, who once sax- 
ophoned in Sousa’s Band and who 
took to high stick hiking during the 
depression, started stunt over WABY 
last fall. Present series brings ap- 
pearances in both Troy and Albany. 
Sponscr has one outlet in the former 
and two in the latter. 


Although the querying from a lofty | 


positions means more visually than 
aurally, the references to ‘your 12- 
foot man in the street’ may imbue 
many listeners with curiosity to see 
Madden work, 
at Warner Bros.’ Ritz; Troy, at the 
Circuit’s Troy theatre. 

Madden acauits himself creditablv. 
Gives interviewees leeway to talk 
about their city, jobs, business. views 
on current auestions. This not only 
Plays cn their vanity, but also insures 
a measure of responsiveness, regard- 
less of individual's I. Q. Some ques- 
_— and tongue twisters are mixed 

Madden's voice is naturally a shade 
Pivey. Personality is friendlv. Vo- 
cabulary might be wider. ‘Tell us 
about it. please,’ is a sentence Mad- 
den overworks. Jaco. 
MARLOWE and LYON 
Piano Duo 
15 Mins, 

Sunday, 11 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Late Sundav evening filler numped 
from NBC's Chicago studio. Pair un- 
ravel what's generally described as 
classical jazz’—nop tunes salted with 
Syncopation. Generally do okay. 
Maintaining enough of the melody, 
a injecting sufficient bright color- 
ng. 

On 


Jerry Mar- 
lowe 


with solo 


show caucht (17) 
offered one vocal! 
Plano accompaniment. Piano is bet- 
ter alone. Partner is named June 
Lyon. Bill the stanza as ‘kevboarda 
contrasts,’ Hobe. 


himself, | 


Her ‘Carrie’ song by Noel | 
Revue’ | 


starring | 
play, ‘Susan and God,’ stating that | 
the recent cycle of religious plays | 
evidence a civilized American mani- | 


His Albany spot is | 





a Aare 








‘WPA RADIO PLAYERS 


‘An Accident’ 

30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WOR, New York 


eral Theatre Project has been 


days ever since Orson Welles and 
‘The Shadow’ went off the commer- 
cial booking in that spot. WPAers 
have been doing radio dramatiza- 
tions of pieces from current periodi- 
cals, notably from Esquire, as with 
this, a dramalet by Manuel Komroff 
titled ‘An Accident.’ 

Oddest thing about the presenta- 
tion is its straightforward attack of 
the script, sans any introductory 
whatever. Company goes right into 
the acting, with the dialog gripping 
the interest. Credits are heralded at 
the tag. 

Scripting of this as with the two 
or three previous presentations is 


| pithy and clear, requiring little in- 
terruption to establish the sundry 
moods and seitings. In toto it’s a 


good radio drama scripting job. and 
as expertly handled by the WPA 
thespians, Abel. 


BILL ANSON 
‘Nonsense at Noon,’ with Janet 
Logan, Brett Morrison 
Comedy, Music, Records 
60 Mins.; Lecal 
PETER FOX BREWING CO. 
Sundays, 12-1 p. m., CST 
WBBM, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 
| While the public will take little 
noti@ of the cost, this show, consist- 
ing of comedy m.c., femme foil, an 
announcer, and records, makes con- 
siderable out of little. 
Anson is a_ standard 


radio and 


vaude performer, and comes through | 


fashion, doing 
throughout the 
Gets his best 


here in excellent 
dozens of tricks 
lrunning of the show. 
results with his 
radio names, and the scrint helns 
|him greatly by working these im- 
|personations into comedy situations 
rather than forcing him merely to 
|run off his impressions without any 
connecting links. 

Name impersonations are woven 
into comedy situations and black- 
outs, many of which have fun in ’em. 
|Serivened by Cecil Widdifield, who 
|has worked out a couple of neat 
laugh situations, all on the semi- 
lsatire vein. Has situations built on 
history. on the present 


| hurlesque 
Snelling Bee fed. the De Luxe Radio 
Theatre, on the 
swers tvne of programs. And also 
spread through the program are pop 
recordings. 

Morrison and Miss “Logan work 
well. with Anson in getting most out 


of the material. and altovsether frir- | 


nish a 60-minute session of listenable 
light stuff. 

Commercials for the Fox beer are 
snanped into place throughout the 
show. with a keen eve towards tving 
them in with the comedy tone of the 


protram, All in all, a neat cal 
program. Gold. 


/ELIAS BREESKIN ORCHESTRA 
With Frank Hubbel choir, June 
Knight 
| Songs, Orchestra 
| 30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Thursday, 10 p.m. 
| WOR-Mutual, New York 

Ninth in series, coming from KHJ, 
Los Angeles, Elias Breeskin’s string 
lcombo is favorably reminiscent of 
|the large string group Coca-Cola had 
on air a number of years ago. Pro- 
sram has wads of tough competish 
with Bing Crosby-Bob Burns Music 
Hall on at same time. But possesses 
pace and skilled arranging. S 

Breeskin’s orchestral group of 75 
pieces and Frank Hubbell’s volumi- 
nous chorus batted over novel ar- 
rangements and smooth 
But the guesting of June Knight was 
disappointing. Choice of ‘Night and 
Dav’ for her one solo was a mistake. 
More pop tune would have gone 
more effectively. This error was 
followed by pitching her voice too 
high. Miss Knight slipped down to 
‘proper register only once for the 
‘ecant of verse. 

Albert Glaser’s arrangement of a 
lcalute to Vincent Youman_ started 
show off at a brisk canter. 
prised a medley of such tunes as ‘Tea 





for Two, ‘Flying Down to Rio,’ 

|‘Without a Song’ and ‘Carioca.’ ete. 
Wear. 

ADRIAN ROLLINI TRIO 

Swing 

| 15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 


Adrian Rollini on the vibraharp 


Harry Clark and Frank Victor are 
his aides in the Rollini Trio’s ultra 
brand of swingology. Long expon- 


ents of jam, on the air and wax, Via 


sundry other combos, this quarter 
hour Sunday late afternoon inter- 
lude falls nicelv on the ear. It comes 


well in the day's radio running time, 
amidst the other more conservative 
pot nourri. 


Rollinie wisely restrict their jam 
to melodic, smooth numbers » jt 
doesn’t sound like a clambake, so 
much an error via the mike, into 
home reception. They can send it 
eny way they want in a nitery or for 
dansap?tion ‘purposes, but it’s some- 
thine else again when received cold 

| into the home. Abel 


Radio Division of the WPA Fed- | 
OoC- | 


cupying the 5:30-6 p.m. groove Sun-| 


impersonations of | 


rhythm. | 


Com- | 


‘GANG BUSTERS’ 
With Norman Schwartzkopf 
Drama 
30 Mins. 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
ved... 10 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 

Crime program has been aired un- 
brokenly for over a year but for the 
past few months has had Col, Nor- 
man Schwartzkopf of the New Jer- 
sey State Police as commentator in 
place of Phillips Lord. Broadcast. 
which exploits activities of police in 
solving outstanding crimes in the 
annals of various law enforcement 
systems, has plenty to attract ama- 
teur sleuth and other listeners usual- 
ly magnetized by criminal events, 
but still is open to improvement. 

Selections for airing are all on the 
cops’ side of the fence, as they have 
been since the program debuted. 
They’re okay, but instead of confin- 
ing itself to explaining steps taken 
by police to apprehend culprits, it 
might occasionally be a good idea to 


shorten this or lengthen time to in- 
clude reasons why criminals _in- 
volved got that way. 

| In itself the program was a nice 
|job of radio writing, every step 
itaken in case aired being clearly 
outlined. It was open to criticism 


|on one or two technicalities but they 
| were minor. Story opened with two 
|young men facing each other 
| baseball game, one pitching and the 
other winning the tight game for his 


lside with a homer—and. winds un! moments or hard luck stories 


under the same circumstances—with 
the batter, as a cop, being respons- 
ible for the erstwhile pitcher's 
rest for murder. It was taken 
the records of the Cleveland 
with Chief Madowitz of that 
aiding in the retelling. 


ar- 
from 
Police 
force 


‘THF SINGER AND HIS SONG’ 
15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 10:15 a.m. 

WHAS, Louisville 


tion which shouid fall on willing ears 
in this sector. 
Vocalist remains anonymous. 


An- 


in a| 


Combo of baritone soloist and or- | 
gan accompanir:ent, spotted in the | bination, program was built on lines 
middle of the morning when listen-/ similar to the ‘Scrap Book’ series, | 
ers are predominantly of the femme with narrative, lashing of melody, 
persuasion, brings a religious sugges- | pieces spoken’ by personalities in- | 


VARIETY 


Sea eeaenoaoetnaannennneaennenesnaeneesnneeneaeaeaaneaaaaneeAaeaaan 


Palmolive Has Costly Flesh Lineup For 
Australian Radio, but Is Over-Soaped 





BRITISH STAR-GAZING (No. 8.) | 

With Anna Neagle, Anton Walbrook, 
“erbert Wilcox, Stuart Robertson 
and recordings of Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Jack Buchanan, Arthur 
Tracy, Tullio Carminati and Hugh 
Miller, 

60 Mins, 

B.B.C., London, 
High spot of this radio biography 


of one of Britain’s topflight film 
stars was an advance sequence from 
Herb Wilcox’s picture sequel to} 
‘Victoria the Great,’ due for release | 
April 13. New picture, starring 
Neagle and Anton Walbrook, is titled 


‘Sixty Years a Queen.” Sequence 
was put over as if being rehearsed 
on the sound stage, and dialog in- 


dicated tre 
tical with 


atment likely t LOT Maen 


that of ‘Victoria,’ com- 


parison being heightened by playing 
over of sound tracks from the for- 
mer picture, 


career of Anna Neagle 
from childhood till now, broadcast 
lacked sparkle, due mainly to dull 
material. Star’s history follows a 
stereotyped trail from chorus to big 
lights, but contains few dramatic 
Pro- 
Charles 
SOMC- 


Tracing 


ducers 
3rewer 


Leslie Baily 
nevertheless 


and 
made 


thing of the available material 
drawing in reminiscences of school- 
days, recalling snatches of musical 
shows which Neagle assisted from 
the chorus, dramatizing her first 


meeting with Herbert Wilcox (which 
sounded like the phonus-bolonus). 


and recounting the full tale of he 
| picture successes, from her first ap- 
| pearance as an unknown in ‘Good 
| 
! 


Night Vienna’ until the picture she 
is just starting. 
Because of the Baily-Brewer com- 


| volved, anecdotes and a diversity of 
| other material worked into the pat- 
tern. Thus Herb Wilcox, Kay Stam- 


nouncer introes the hymns, and takes! mers (tennis act and school friend 


a cue from marginal notations made | of 


in a little black book. 


the star), Stuart Robertson 


rich baritone pipes, and sings with} star), and Mimi Ruby (who taught 


feeling. Nice subdued 
organist, program stacks 
; well-rounded, intelligent effort of its 
| kind, Hold. 
‘MYSTERIOUS DR. MIKALIN’ 
With Howard Hoffman, Marjorie 


| 
| cal Episodes 

15 Mins. 

Transcriptions 

NATIONAL POSTER STAMP 
| SOCIETY 

Thursday; 5:45 p. m, 
| WMAQ, Chicago 
(James R. Lunke) 
| Once-a-week dramatic disc to plug 
postage stamps to kids from 7 to 14 
years old. Basis of program is edu- 
cational; to get away somewhat from 
the straight blood-and-thunder mel- 
lers which have been making up the 
| bulk of kid radio fodder. 
| While this show may satisfy the 
;parenis and th. teachers and the 
| various uplift radio groups, it’s ques- 
|tionable whether the kids will prefer 
|it to the regular battle-on-the-preci- 
| pice shows. 

This Dr. Mikaline has time and 
spate eradicator which can televise 
scenes of the past, scenes which are 
pictured on various poster stamps. 
In this way the kids are supposed to 
set some dabs of history along with 
| their entertainment. Okay on paper, 
but not likely to grab the kids’ ears. 

First episode conjured up that of 
the battle of New Orleans in 1815 
and was just fair in its short short 
story of Gen. Andrew Jackson and 
pirate Jean Lafitte. 


as a once-a-week 15-minute platter, 
with considerable difficulty likely in 
holding kids from one week to the 
| other, Gold. 


| TRUE DETECTIVE MYSTERIES 
Drama 
| 15 Mins. 


| LISTERINE SHAVING CREAM 
Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

| WOR-MBS, Newark. 

| (Lambert-Feasley) 

| Listerine currently has this series 
on a Mutual hookup which extends 
| from WOR to WLW, Cincinnati, and 
| WGN, Chicago. Felix J. Jager. 
a lawyer, does the adapting from 
pages of the magazine’s current 
issue, with the script treatment, 


production and acting sticking close- 


ly to conventional and hackneyed 
rotes Dramatization (‘Moonlight 
Murder Mystery’) caught (19) 
lacked uspen mounting excite- 


ment or any of the other ingredients 


that come with good whodunit en- 
tertainment. 
Better phrased and effective wa 


tle plug. It deftly linked the pyod- 
ict’s three main sales points, name- 
v, the inclusion of glycerine, the 
pleasurable lathering and antiseptic 
qualities and the large tube to be 
ry 


had at Joc. Odec. 


Newscaster Richard Pattison back 


at WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., fol- 
ng op¢ ration at Indianapol S. 


accompani-| her trapeze tricks for ‘The Three 
; | ment furnished by Herbie Koch, staff | Maxims’) 
cauestions-and-an- | 


Hannan, Cornelius Peoples Histori- | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
! 


| Disappointing, perhaps, by contrast 


gave the background; 


up as aj} while sound track playover of some 


of her film successes recalled the 
| performances of Sir Cedric Hard- 
| wicke, Jack Buchanan and Tullio 
| Carminati in ‘Nell Gwyn’ and ‘Peg 
of Old Drury,’ ‘Limelight’ and ‘The 
Three Maxims’ respectively. The 
| augmented B.B.C. variety orchestra 
l!and B.B.C. revue chorus, under 
Mark H. Lubbock’s baton, and Reg- 


gie Foort at the organ, provided the 


best entertainment in the hour. 

As for Miss Neagle herself, the 
radio mike was unkind to her sing- | 
ing prowess, revealing clear limita- 
tions of voice range and power, but 


| main effect was of interest in the} 
narrating of a story book career. | 


with previous numbers of the series, 
which had more romantic material 
and subjects, but an entertainment 
at the’same time well up to normal 
B.B.C. standard. 





TOMMY TRINDER 
Comedian 
Saturday Music Hall 
BBC, London 

British Broadcasting Corp. made a 
definite discovery when it slipped | 
Tommy Trinder into Saturday Music 
Hall bill as substitute, and this come- 
dian scored standout hit of the pro- | 
gram, Trinder is new to the capital 
but rates strong popularity in the 


| sticks, but his first appearance at the 


mike proved none of the established 


funsters has anything on this ex- 
| uberant personality. 
Purely a song and patter act, his 


Show is under bad handicaps also | 


stuff boasted no novelty either in 
material or technique, but the comic 
scored heavily by a combination of 
impudence and gusto that even | 
warmed up the most ancient chest- | 
nuts worked into his turn. Reminis- 


| cent in parts of Max Miller, Trinder’s 


| preview this week. 


methods, however, do not borrow the 
cockneyisms of the “cheekie chappie,’ 
relying purely on slickness and pep. 

Coincidentally (or is it?), Trinder | 
is also making his screen debut in 
the Associated British picture, ‘Al- 
most a Honeymoon,’ due for trade | 
In the event of 
his studio work matching up to his 
initial mike performance, it is easy 
to guess this newcomer will rapidly 
iump into the big time. B.B.C.., inci- 
dentally. also knew they were on a 
good thing. making a big song and 
dance of the fact thev had secured 
this personality to fill their last- 
minute program gap. 


TED ANDREWS 
Sportscaster 
GENERAL MILLS, P.&G. 
Dailv, except Sunday 
KTOK, Oklahoma City 

Nice voice and ability to make 
fame listenable. Only 
on opener was four-time 
nouncement for which 


ball 
commercial 

credit an- 
fans thanked 


the station. 
Last vear locals got one every 
time a ballplayer stopped to cate h 


a 


Singer has | (B.B.C. vocalist and brother of the | daughter 


i best 


breath. yb 


Sydney, April 2. 
Dud Cantrelt 
Ne ue- 
Albert 
wo lyaney.) 


Vanity Fair’ with 
Orchestra, Palmolive Playbous 
ton Goodson, Thelma Graeme 
Torzulo, 49 mins. 2UWw, 

Headed bv terrific advance ex- 
ploitation this live talent show hit 
the air under sponsorsnip of Austra- 


lian Palmolive. Show is broadcast 
over nine stations in all. 

Proved disappointing Much 
much commercial chatter and to 
many old numbers by a so-so jazz 
band Highlights were the singins 
of Thelma Graeme and the harp 
playing by Albert Torzillo. Newton 
Goodson, male warbler, has a nice 
voice 

Vernon Lyle acts as master of 
ceremonies and does his stuff along 


‘ 
ine 


lines. Middle of 
introduces a femme 


usual routine 
presentation 


chatterer who gives a commercial 
plug for product, and additional 
plugs by the m.c. follow after nearly 
every musical number. Show needs 
plenty of comedy, plus’ snappy 
rhythm numbers to hold air audi- 
ence over such a long span. Whole 
thing will need rebuilding to give 
desired speed which at present is 
slowed badly by over-much COlMm- 
mercial 
It’s a co tly show for Au 

but could be made to mean ome- 
thing by an expert radio prodie 


Rick 


MIND YOUR P’S AND Q’S 
With Sam L. Levitan 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

KDAL, Duluth-Superior 


Local quiz snow. Levitan’s twist 
on the old quiz bee idea has con- 
testants paired off in two teams. 


Human interest angle is milked by 
having each team comprise a parent 
and child. 

Airing caught (18) had father-and- 
and mother-and-son duos 
matching wits. Contestants are 
quizzed individually, but scores are 
computed on a team basis. 

Judge Sam does an oke job. 
an air of friendliness and informal- 
ity that keeps contestants at ease. 
Plays to studio audience, and large 
listening audience has been tied in 


Has 


|right from the start through procur- 


ing contestants from P-T-A groups, 
thus adding further competitive 
angle, Theatre ducats offered for 
sets of q’s and a’s mailed in, 
furnishing hefty mail hook, Rash. 


‘INVITATION TO THE WALTZ’ 
With (Miss) Willie Morris, Eaoul 
Nadeau, and the Novelty Choir. 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 11:15 p.m, 
WOR, New York 

Press release for this program ad- 
vises swing fans not to listen as it 
has no appeal for them; and for a 
good reason. As the tag imnlics its 
made up entirely of tunes in waltz 
tempo. It still may be said that the 
youngsters have not imvosed their 
musical will on the armies of waltz 


| addicts. 


Program is enjoyable session of 
semi-classical tunes delivered by 
Willie Morris, soprano; Raoul Na- 
deau, baritone, and the Novelty 
Choir. Late listeners can relex in 
the best fireside-pipe manner. Tunes 
used for broadcast caught were a 
medley of hits from ‘Reberta,’ ‘Show 
Boat,’ and ‘The Touch of Your Hand.’ 


‘MYSTERY CLUB‘ 
George Edwards 
30° Mins. 

BALM PAINT 
Twice Weekly 

2 UW, Sydney 

Top Australian radio star has 
gathered a strong company of per- 
formers around himself to present a 
series of air mystery yarns. Each 
one is completed within the 30 min- 
utes on twice-weekly basis. Edwards 
uses unpublished whodunit material. 
Station employing Edwards con- 
tinuously. 

Stuff is thrilling but not chilling. 
Spnosor has assurance that listeners 
will not likely twist knobs once 
tuned in. Selling chatter is properly 
potted and does not interfere with 
the entertainment. Rick. 


‘MR. FIXIT’ 

With Ed Pearson 

15 Mins.—Local 

LOWS SUPPLY CO. 

Thursday, 6:15 p.m, 

WPRO, Providence 
Glorified household 


hint idea at- 


tracting plenty of mail and ques- 
tior Household problems ranzing 
from the fixing of knobs, door han- 
dles, baseboards, floor pace, the 
painting of screens and how to ree 
move chewing gum are only a few 
f e? y 1estions asked and an- 
ered 
Good id for the newlyweds and 
f handy men around the 
€ Flalo, 


a? 
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10 VARIETY 





THE COMMISSION HAS NO 





JURISDICTION’ 


REGARDED AS UNIQUE F.C.C. LANGUAGE 


7 + 


and 


Ex- 


Technicality in WMAL Because of Ownership 
Operation Being Separate—But Hands-Off 


planation Contrasts with Tendency 





present 
mish 
neither 


functivning of a licensee st 


law, 


informally 
transfer ot 


members 


of the Com- 
explained that 
control over 
tation nor 


issignment of a permit was involved, 





dec: to assume respon- 
operating the appara- 
for a license in its 
own name? Or suppose the price 
paid for purchase of equipment 
which is rented out to somebody else 
so high that an increase in rates 
becomes necessary sometime in the 
future to produce a fair return on 
the investment? 


Star 
sibility of 
tus and asks 


es 


v 


The Commish slant in this in- 
stance hinted indirectly at a major 
inconsistency in policy. If the FCC 
has control only over the 
of licensees, why does it allow cer- 








I bd ; - _— « “ 
from a technical point of view Re- tain owners to rent their plants to 
marked that NBC holds the operat-| other parties and at the same time 

+} { ng papers, not the M A. Leese CoOr-' have the licenses in their own 
\ 4 - an 1 : 
Wa ) Ap » € i A( T noration which is the act ’ yA ‘mes? 
‘ ’ 4, Vas . to 1 I ) 
[ t t ph al prope y 

' , ' Lawyers were thrown for a 1] In 

De yn igae dad nets 

mass of questio Partict 
i 
nee it : unlikelv the no-jurisal 
‘ \ is i ) id il ’ y} . ro | iti A L ILWIKeC!L I 1 
: i\ I ‘ ‘ . Tal tt wil > uso e’ ye fore 
fF ately ’ ) ) tars ho ha 1 t yn decision van be lugg ( 
b . ? t ae | ’ . ? , 
} + w@ COUl Oo! ClLarinca On, 
lal It t f i ) 
| f to tl upparatt 
) A ) A ) il nr ) } ) ) } 
1g ingle of s yf " i ) ) »p ALIN, Plans 
‘ t is \ , ) ) N Bi 5 | 1 ich time to 
, ‘ field at \ é it of é ) Publishers said. they will go along 
I i " : S > ed » pe e Nobody nent’s clutches by app ng the re-!| with the present arrangement, 
Cia nbe i 4 instance Of verse of this policy And vhat! which has been in effect since Feb- 
' aestay will happen when the NBC lease ruary, 1933, and does not expire 
VA | iea OD a Wil il . . ; 
} T Comn n ha ) S g a gaping hole in the expires, particularly if the Evening’ until 1941. 
yr} 1A » > . 
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activities | 
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BARE BONES 
THEORY AGAIN 
WALLOPED 


Washington, April 27 
businessmen in the broad- 
business were given a hint 

ahead and peddle their sta- 
ardless of the Congressional 


Tired 
casting 


£oO 


velping about license trafficl 
when the Federal Communicat 
Cor yn approved sal if KFX 
Oklahoma City. last 
Price of 22 times pre it va 
‘ earn , and 15 tin " 
ist wa | ned wsonabl ) 
i y ) tk I alol ) 
ippro i il l ) } 
90- tt plant to a group of local 
figure Any apprehension about the 
FCC’s adopting the barebones the- 
ory apparently is without founda- 
tion 
While the margin was. pruned 
somewhat In comparison with the 
standard of the old d iy whi *il i 


clear-channel transmitter might fetch 
250 000 101 : 


$1 


example—the Con 


sh maiority sa not 


ing WwW ng 
paying $65,000 for 1 local outlet 
which could be duplicated for only 
| $4,000. The purchase price—com- 
prising $50,000 to the present license- 
jh yider the Exchange Avenue Bap- 
t Church, and $15,000 for the sta- 
tion manager, who has a profit-shar- 
ing agreement—was said to be in the 
public interest, particularly in v \ 
lof the plans to improve service to 
the listeners 
In view of the standard laid 
down when the Commish allowed 
tuth Goggins Roosevelt, wife of the 
President's son, to take over KFJZ, 
Forth Worth, for ipproximately 


the Ok- 
the lid 
incident 


twice the value of the assets, 
lahoma City actic 
is off. In est 
ther the C nol : 
iner thought it worth while to men- 


yn indicated 


the new 


ne ommish the exam- 


tion the total claimed value of the 
station as a business” enterprise, 
aside from remarking that the re- 
cent profit has run from $7,000 to 
$8,000 annually. 

Verdict was not unanimous, indi- 
cating that some members will con- 
tinue to measure the reasonableness 
of the cash passing from hand to 
|} hand, Commissioners Norman 5S. 
| Case and George Henry Payne 
| joined Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
| in frowning on the transaction No 
| minority opinion was issued, al- 


| though Case was reported scribbling 
|}a blast at the deal and the attitude 
|of the other four members. 


Time Bought in Advance 
| By ‘Mystery Candidate’ 
For All-Radio Campaign 


Oklahoma City, April 26. 
Importance of radio to political 
campaigning is given emphasis in 
Oklahoma by revelation of an $8,000 


time purchase from the Oklahoma 
Network by an, as yet, unnamed 
‘Mystery Candidate,’ who is sched- 


uled to announce his candidacy for 
| Governor May 7 (last filing date) 
and for 56 straight days, until the 
June 12 election, will barrage state 


| 
| voters with 15-minute daily broad- 
| casts. General Manager Joseph W. 
| Lee of the Oklahoma Network con- 
| firmed the time purchase and re- 
| vealed the money was cash in ad- 
| vance. 

Time schedule for the ‘mystery 


broadcasts’ call for daily talks over 
KTOK, Oklahoma City, and KTUL, 
Tulsa, and three times a week over 
the entire Oklahoma Network, plus 
KASA, Elk City. The ‘Mystery Can- 


| didate’ is rumored to be a well- 
| known business man of the state, 
| who has never previously been in 


politics, and who will base his entire 
campaign on the radio talks. 


KDYL’s New Tower 


Salt Lake City, April 26 

New 400-foot KDYL (Salt Lake 
| City-NBC affiliate) vertical radiator, 
| when completed, will be the high- 
}est structure in Utah. Radiator, to- 
|gether with transmitter and other 
| apparatus, will form mechanical 
| backbone of new 5 k.w. transmitter, 
scheduled for about July 
15. 

A $15,000 
equipment is nearing completion on 
}a site adjoining the old 1 k.w. trans- 
| mitter, 


operation 


building to house the 
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Landis, White Endorsed By 
Boston N.A.B. Meeting: 
Deplore Short License 


Bos April 26 

Regional meeting of National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters 7 
held Saturday, Boston 
to recommend two names to N.A 


ton 
Zone group 
Voted 
B. 


was 


committee as paid prez possibilitie 

James M. Landis, dean of Harvard 
Law School, was suggested by John 
Shepard of the Yankee network 
while Thompson Guernsey of WBLZ. 
3angor, offered Senator Wallace 
White’s name. Both were okayed 


by meeting as good guys 


Zone meeting also deplored the 
short term license tactic of F.C.C. 


whereby stations are hot-seated when 
complaints against them pend 
WNAC and WAAB 


on tickets 


She p- 
ards 
rently 


are cur 


juno! 


WFBR’s DX to Europe 
Baltimore, April 26 
NBC will pick up Joseph Im- 
broguilio staff « WIF'BR 


for weekly coast to ove! 


and rch. of 


coast airing 


its Red network with additional 
short Wave broadcast to Europe 
Local program will go out as 
emanating from Baltimore, the 
Birthplace of the Star Spangled 


Bannet 
every 
out the 


Set for 
Saturday 
Summer! 


noon April 30 and 


thereafter through- 


Eddie Coontz With KVOO 
Tulsa, Okla., April 26. 
Coontz, formerly with NBC 
York has been named 
announcer of KVOO here, to 


Eddie 
in New 
chief 


succeed Robert DeHaven, who will 
g0 to Minneapolis 
Coontz formerly worked for WKY 


di- 


for 


and has been 


radio 


in Oklahoma City 
recting dramatic 


NBC. 


shows 


DISTURBED TUNER-INNERS 


Threaten Dick Brooks on Nazi 
Cracks—Block on Jap Records 
Comments of Dick Brooks, news 
commentator of WNEW, New York. 
on last week’s 
metropolitan 


Martin 


Nazi activities y the 
aT@a, 


Block 


and the playi 


DY ol two Japange e 


recordings on the Make-Believe- 
Ballroom program, brought a deluge 
of abuse by mail and telephone down 
( € V ast eC 

B cS W € € I ( ¢ 
witn the Same treatment Live 
Brooklyn’ editor of an anti-Naz 
magazine who v beaten and 
whose office was wrecked last week 
He also received a threat through 
the mail which was turned over to 
officials. 

Block played two records made 
by Midge Willian ‘. singer, which 
ere cut by the latter in Japar 

e Japane ) 
Oo Foll he 
trul K ] nes were clog ea 
( accusing Block of ignoring thc 
Japanese boycott and other pro- 


Japanese activity. 


WOR Jumps In Ahead 
Of CBS on Word Tieup 


WOR. N. Y., stepped in fast last 
night ( I ‘What's in a 
Word?’ st tied in with Funk 
& Wagnal had Dr. Charles 
Earle Funk along with Allen Pres- 


(Tuesday) with a 


unt tnat 


and 


cott and Bob Stanley's orchestra. 
Heard at 9:30 p.m. Continuance, and 
form, not set 

Tonight (Wednesday) Columbia is 


scheduled to launch series called 
‘The Word Game’ with Max Eastman 
which a Webster Dictionary 


tie-in. 


has 








+> ——— 


| 


TAPEGTED I 


Eola! POWER 


Gradual Awakening to Usur- 
of Authority by 
Government Bureau—See 














pation 


Regulation of Smallest De- 


tails Unless Trend Is 
Stopped 
SELF-DEFENSE 
W: } on | A 
Stifte r € ce if 
f e Fede ( i 
( | 
¢ A ( i ( 
( € if ly é € 
pated Vee} \ M ne a Oo} 
rec.o c¢ Ve ( Dus! mead 
l € an t aela 
Cony ed tha ne n ] A 
iffer unle | ¢ 
FFC a fight, crusading element in 
t de dy high command want 


4 . 
tne idQ 
; 

@) 


ralse 


lation—sucl S Was po 

VARIETY fo! ght oO nd mobilize 
id front t cnec} trend rd 
constant government inroads, 


First step is expectec. to be res- 


olution condemning the present 


FCC practice of issuing temporary 
licenses for stations which have been 
target of comnlaints regardl of 
merit Refiects prowing alarm ove. 
excessive inconvenience, possible in- 
jury, and arrogation of power not 
contained in the statute. 


Purpose of the whereaser would 


Paid 


SSS eae 


Al 


—= 


VARIETY 


G AT ECC. 


Prez for Trade Association 


Is Undisputed Champ Dilemma 


-¢+ 


e FC( ¢ ¢ 
p < 
i a 
| r C4 é 
led t e ¢ i 
‘ t 
\é r 
é 
" ‘ 
fense Since } £ 
foun to « é t 
scrut \ prac e ca é \ 
€ yarrassme ofte i ( 
Effort wil ye maa ) e the YAB 
eco! nend the (¢ I ¢ € é 
i) ( Pp OCcCeC t 
i € f CO!l i 
‘ 
Lethargy “‘ostly 
Wi! ‘ t tu ‘ ‘ 
) ip pe | 
; ’ he 
ive n é oO 
e¢ } ¢ B 
co r é I ne 
p yY obvi I i ( 
Lion membD¢é tna co! l 1 leth 
argy al n\ illo! to t ent 
t la nm Ove p ¢ I { a 
Ca } ¥ cn it at le } nen 
é Ve er the Con I la ny 
control. Broadcaster will be told if 
thev don’t wake up and begin scTrap- 
ping, the FCC will be fixing rates 
telling them what they must carry 
and dictating many minor detail 
o! tation operation 
New sign of awarene on the par 


of NAB figures 


reorganization 


some 
plan will 
leads to 


unless it moe agere 


functioning. 


Ww ‘ 
W ( ope ( 
pie dent vt i a ¢ t ¢ 
{ € directo te ( - 
( } VI es 
0) f 
‘ qual ( 
ir ¢ | ‘ é 
problem and further «¢ hange of 
ev about the new dustry le ‘ 
slated but little chance een 
t! the board will make any mate 
neaa toward replac la 
I ridge I bo ipp ed ¢ 
i { | i Fit ‘ 
] d € ( t e 
r < 1 I é 
f | I 
ene 1 ¢ in 1 ere of 
the reorganization plan Wi 
hire promptly aides to take « ‘ 
of industry and public relatior a 
to ead up the re arct both 
nto programs and _ trade tist 
Pump-priming idea to get the r- 
ganization set for erious bu ess 
when the variou Federa Com- 
munications Comn lo! rie nys 
come on 
WGY Party June 11 
Schenectady, N. Y., April 26. 
Baptism of WGY'’s new five-studio 
building will be June 11, unle there 


is a trip-up. NBC will coast-to-coast 
a program in which New York artists 
will broadcast with WGY alumni and 


present staffer: 











HOUSEHOLD FINANCE CORP. 





iS Starting its 


apth CONSECUTIVE YEAR 
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50,000 WATTS - PHILADELPHIA 
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e ° " ° 
tor White Back from Cairo, «=| —=—Suessed Right 
: nator l ’ | ’ | 
San Francisco, April 26. 
. e ° One for the Zenith founda- 
Thinks Ra 10 17 Ol avor || tion, which delves in psychic 
al phenomena, is Ernie Smith's re- 
” cent re-creation of away-from- 
°.° bs home baseball game of San 
onest On- 0 itica crutiny Francisco Seals on KGO. 
b] When Ernie came to the ninth 
inning, reports on the second 
a ee a ‘7 half were there, but the first 
Washington, April 26. ; renewed his appeals for action by half was a blank. 
, sty for! the Senate Audit and Control Com- Unable to locate the wires, he 
New efforts to gain authority for : ie de 
‘ mittee, which has been sitting on the went ahead and broadcast what 
Congressional appraisal of the Com-! ..nmittee’s request for a campaign was happening from his own 
munications act and scrutiny of both fund since late last session. Asked imagination. After the show, 
Federal Communications ©Com-/conator James F. Byrnes of Sout! Ernie checked and found that 
, nd the industry were plotted Carolina to loosen up with the cas} his guesses coincided with what 
week by Senator Wallace White | q.cnite Administration pressure to actually happened 
Maine t tion givil tne com- ; 
Just back from Cairo ynf ce tee subpoena power! if 
- mo forme! Representative who Convinced a detailed qu cai! k W S A Pp f 
, 1 I 01 nal radi ‘ : il to eflec co of 
ybbving i money W ¢ 1 Variety Mon ( 
L Senate Int ate Co the need for a study of the sort pro- 
Committee, of \ 1 he s the | nosed in his measure and recom- BLOOD NO 
g majority member, can Make eicerncnrss by the Interstate Commerce 
a con eeoraareapts study to see how | « nmittee has not diminished dur- 
the 1934 la is working out, whethe! ng past few months. Despite in 
it needs overhauling, if regulatory fusion of new blood into the FCC 
po are sound, and how the in- » |. nains important for Congress to TIGMA? 
dustry is behaving. eye the whole field and possibly . 
Preparing to launch a one-man stiffen the law. 
yrobe if necessary, White last week Not Impressed - - 
I am not at all impressed by the Washington, April 26. 
Commission's decision to conduct : Animosity of the Federal Com- 
ywn study of chain broadcasting and iiiniabineAbaade Cammissinn isaac 
possible _Mmonopones, the Maine newspapers in the radio business 
| Solon said. ‘It looks too much like sabtioned ty width text week an toe 
somebody investigating the things publishers were allowed to build 
| he may be responsible for. nae teanemmitions Meae of Sneed 
‘It seems to me that this Commis- ; Ratt 
. monopolies also seemed to trickle 
sion and the whole industry ought : : 
; ; . away simultaneously 
to be the first persons to welcome ne ‘ 
a serious, non-political Congression- Despite the months of furor about 
al study of the problem of making | Press invasion and possible domina- 
| the most effective use of our natural| tion of methods of informing the 
resources. Of course, they can’t be} public, the Commish allowed the 
blamed for not wanting to see a|Champaign (1l.) News-Gazette— 
head-hunting, mud-slinging attack, | which already owns one outlet—and 
| but I do not propose that sort of a Frank Gannett, one of the leading 
proceeding.’ Roosevelt haters in the newspaper 
: ictal | coterie, to construct local stations in 
“Built on Results” Ken Davis Visits KOL | Champaign and Danville. Gives 
Seattle, April 26. Gannett, who owns a string of rags, 
5000 WATTS ane, 1000 NIGHT Kenneth Davis, lawyer in the anti- | his fourth vocal mouthpiece. ar 
. JOHN BLAIR, Rep. ASCAP case hereabouts, but now liv- In two of the curtest opinions 
e | ing in Los Angeles, spent few days |since the courts told the Commish 
| here last week. to give detailed reasons for its action | 
WBNS, Columbus, 0. Headquarters in office of Archie | the airwave cops blinked a. the fear 
| Taft, prez of KOL. | that publishers might corner the 
sone ae Ways of reaching the public and held 
|it was in the public interest, con- 
|}venience and necessity to permit 
| them to widen their radio holdings. 
| Decisions occasioned comment inas- 
. |'much as the Champaign sheet al- 
|ready owns the only transmitter in 
' | town and Gannett has outlets in EI- 
t. |mira (WESG), Rochester (WHEC) 

! ~ and Portland (Me.) (WGAN), 

t e | The newspaper ownership issue 

‘ } was ducked completely—presumably 

: | because of the recent remark of the 

, | District of Columbia Court of Ap- 

j | peals, which said it knows of no law 

F |preventing publishers from being 

' a | broadcasters—in each instance. Like- 

é wise in the Champaign case the 
-- |Commish forgot it is opposed to 
} | giving a second station in the same 

: re | area to a present licensee. 

t | 

WTIC PUTS IN STRONG 

4 Pa Pt | 

yo REBUTTAL TO F.C.C. 

4 ' 
ho Hartford, April 26. 

fi | Seventeen pages of exceptions to 
ie the report of Examiner P. W. Seward 
I of the FCC, recommending a denial | 
of the application of WTIC for vol- 
: /untary assignment of its license, have 
* been filed with that body by attor- 
* neys. Date for oral hearing has 

g | been set at May 12. 
In the exceptions, attorneys claim 

; listening area that much of Seward’s report is in- 

; KLZ's primary 1. 30 east correct, Also take exception to his | 

f { Colorado § report company refused him infor- | 

f than 80 ‘/o ° f |mation, Claim that he never sought | 

‘4 more ‘ted by 78. 21 ‘ © | information of the type he mentions. 

ynties inhabite Claim is made by station officials 

, em co active section that change would make no differ- 

‘a 1 Influence this : ence in the structure of the company. 

its peop je ' retail pusi- | Would only simplify matters. It was 

t 1°, of the state > pointed out that the present licensee | 

, doing 8l.l/ live station | has no financial responsibility either. 

. 1 rado's most act! | De epends on the huge reserve of the 

i ess with Colo , ' guccess- | insurance companies. 

: ver 

first choice among Den | 

-_ 

| | | WDAS Saiesman Admitted 

| ful retailers. | As L 

| _ As Lawyer Before F.C.C. 
i | 

i | . Philadelphia, April 26. 

, | Louis N. Palens, member of 
WDAS sales staff, was admitted last 
' | week to the practice of law before 
a 18) the Federal Communication Com- 
fe CBS Network 5 Ke. mission, 

x an Palens, an attorney for many 

ae sad stel aN WU A eee slo OSA CIA OR OE lem en jong ago gave up active prac- 

1 j tice for radio time sales biz, 

As 

i ae 7 


42 V. iRIETY 


RADIO _ 








ee ~ - ee - ee ——— — 















































/ 








Vast Data Round-Up for Super- 


Wednesday, April 27, 193 


=== 


ower 


Hearings Brings Postponement 





Washington, April 26. 
General hearing on entire new set} 
regulations embracing new allo- 
cation and engineering policies was 
seen on the horizon this week 
lowing request of 62 parties for op- 
portunity to air their views on super- 

power, 
Decision 
‘al fie 


of 


another ora- 
ld day—but this time on 
ues ranging from wattage 
to frequency classification 
the FCC Wednes- 
postponement 
ly J 


on holding 
tori 


by 
of 
une expected. 


~ +} 

(today), with 
' 

SiON UNL €al 


thoughts 


thous 


Original idea of 


of Tha 


>+4 
retting 


present 50 kw 
hannel plants 
evider taken on 


permits 


naximum for clear-c at 


ne same time ice 1S 
for superpower 
Friday (22) by the 
mittee named to act 

Recommended to 
their colleagues Monday (25) that 
individual applications, except 
s of WLW, Cincinnati, and 
Des Moines, be postponed in- 
ely until Commish makes 
mind whether to perpet 


¢ 
+ a 


15> requests 
was scrapped 
three-man c 
as trial judges 


om 


the 
for requests 
WHO, 


lefinit up 
uate the 
] 


presen power ruie, 


The 


1aXimumMm 
be to issue 
within week a compre- 
hensive new regulations for 
information of the industry and then 


-dure would 
coming 


of 


proce 
the 


set 


allow all parties to outline their 
slants on the modernized code. Sav- 
ing numerous parties two or more 
trips to Washington. At the same 


time WLW would be enabled to offer 
evidence on the general superpower 
issue which might be pertinent to its 
request for continuance of special ex- 
perimental authority. 

New regulations are pretty well 
shaped up, with the Commish en- 
gineers proposing continuance of the 
present 50 kw roof and slicing the 
number of frequencies reserved for 
exclusive night use of a single trans- 
mitier, 

CBS Withdraws 

Preliminaries found NBC urging a 
jolt for WJZ, key station of the blue 
web, and Columbia withdrawing its 
only request, the application of KNX, 
Los Angeles, which was inherited 
when the plant was acquired from | 
Guy Earle. 

Change in present Rule 117 
fixes maximum power at 50 kw— 
would help listeners, advertisers and 
clear-channelites, Caldwell contended 
in his treatise-like brief. Represents 
KFI, Los Angeles; WSM, Nashville; 
WLW, Cincinnati: WGN, Chicago; 
WSB, Atlanta: WJR, Detroit; WBAP, 
Fort Worth: WFAA, Dallas; 
Louisville: WWL, New Orleans; WLS, 
Chicago; WHO, Des Moines; WHAM, 
Rochester, and WOAIT, San Antonio 
in this proceeding. Aided by regu- 


lar legal spielers for some of the! 


group. 


Outlining the data the behemoths 


will offer, Caldwell said that 50 kw, 
the present limitation, brings about 
‘wasteful use of a clear channel and 
a failure adequately 
the principal purpose for *h 
channels were established and are 
| maintained.’ Said that on at least 
| 25, and preferably 28, of these rib- 
bons the limit should be made in- 
definite and ought to be the 


wirhi 
Wii 


sie oh 


sucn 


50 kw 
minimum rather than maximum. 
Since clear channels were intended 
to provide service for rural areas 
which could not support their own 
Stations, the Commish should author- | | 
| ize the power which will lay down 
| the strongest signal in sparsely-set- | 
tled regions, Caldwell declared. | 
Should remove ‘unnecessary and un- | 
reasonabie’ obstacles to better serv- 
ice. 
Going 
radio 


the 
operation, 


into technical phases | 


of Clear-Channel | 


Group mouthpiece averred that re- | 


gional and local transmitters cannot | 
| do an effective job of feeding re- 
ceivers in the wide open spaces. 


| service over a radius of only 35 


fol- | 


—which 


WHAS, | 


to accomplish ! 


Re- | 
| gional plants give interference-free | 


| miles and locals but 10 miles, he said, 
Inadequacy of present servic e 
| makes more juice imperative, ac. 
cording to Caldwell. During the a: Ly, 
large sections, estimated at over 41: 
of the total acreage and a huge popu- 
| lation, get no coverage or only w eak 
| signals and in the night more 


than 


80°, of the nation’s area has poor 
or no service, Furthermore. mai y 
urban sections don’t get what they 
should have in the way of good re- 


ception or choice of programs. 


H. R. Gross, radio newscaster for 


WHO, Des Moines, has announced he 
wont run as Republican n ee 
for governor of Iowa at the co: ig 
primaries after all. 











*« 
U 
OU 
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Fifteen minutes ever 
Thursday afternoon...a 
round table discussion by 
youngsters of 8 to 12 
years of age... giving 
our future generation a 
chance to talk about wars, 
dictators, floods, strikes, 
all the doings of the 
world. 

The show was sold im- 
mediately to the makers 
of OKAY WHOL] 
WHEAT FLAKES 
Ieven the “commercials” 
are handled by the young- 
l‘irst station to use 
the idea was, of course, 
the Showmanship Station 


| 
| 
| 
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JOHN GILLIN, JR., Mgr. 
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Owned and Operated by the Woodmen 
of the World Life Insurance Society 
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40 Baltimore, ite 
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Productive RADIO EXECUTIVE 
YOUR PUBLIC 


.....Its A RADIO PLAN 


MAKE Both SPONSOR and 
PRODUCT an INSTITUTION 


MUSIC—CAST 
MERCHANDISING 


| Will Submit ONLY in Person to EXECUTIVES 
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A building development—such as Rockefeller Center—attracts 
a calibre of tenant in proportion to its construction... So with 
a trade publication. ... Attesting the VARIETY RADIO 
DIRECTORY’S solid construction and trade usefulness is its 








record... Agencies controlling 96% of all national radio money 
last year availed themselves of from one to 15 copies of the 
DIRECTORY (at $5 the copy)... For details on turning this 


solid structure, with its list of solid clients, to advertising 





advantage, consult your nearest Variety office. 


VARIFTY RADIO DIRECTORY 


NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD LONDON 
184 West 46th St. 54 W. Randolph St. 1708 No. Vine St 8 St. Martin’s Place 
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DIZZY DEAN'S RADIO. | s*************7* ssorvssecoseeesssesesenvvnereeereeeers| ERAT FEEDS FOUR 


__ HOST IN ST. Lous : F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET UNIT BASEBALL LOOP 




















St | April 26 Feeeeeeeeeoees FHSSHESHFSSSE SS SFFFSEFEE SFOS SSOSSOFSESSEFESE SEES OEFEEFEEEFEOS | Des Moi 4. 
Se SOP Lees ae es Moines, April 26 


Recent sale of Dizzy Dean to the 814, he proposes to spend $19,000 for construction of the new » ¥ . ATT 
Chicago ¢ ‘alee will deprive the gabby station, plus $1,985 monthly for its operation KRNT, Des Moines; WMT, Cedar 





ne nn | Need exists for daytime service in the area, FCC held, and | Rapids; KAMA, Shenandoah and 
one of approximately $5,000 that he | ishington, April 26 no objectionable interference would result to other trans-| WNAX Yankton. S. Dak. as 4 + 
received annually for the past sev-| IWinois: (1) Nighttime operation for WDWS, Champaign, mitters WKBN, which shares time with WOSU, Columbus, | oe , a P a ; , ; e a oS Het. 
eral year by doing radio work and received Con ] il an last wee with urther permis- is a hain outiet, while Maag’s station would provide service } work will broadcast all of the St 
cic ais ns if WOLK l . s : , 
Soaieindt 9.4.4 toe Dick Sinck, ownee | 10% ‘6 37, { Saxtime power from 190 to 250 Waits, Dare ee eee ee MAW Staten GIN be given Ene 2600) Lae Laremee BASS CHNept those 
Anais : ; sshinsaae _ a time smat » owned ind oper ity the Champaign News- frequency, toda r . , Ira roadeact 
of a retail furniture store in East | Gazette, Inc., could increase its listeners from 169,297 to Manag was represented by Ben 8. Fisher and John W. staged In towns waere broadcasting 
St. Louis. When the Cards were in | 299.090 by the increase in day power, Commish ruled, and Kendall. is prohibited, on which dates othe; 
a leans aiid nies gerasn thd would provide a needed night service operating with 106 South Dakota: WNAX, ¥ inkton, rem inded for further | league games will be aired. Gene 
town izzy Would Nike cr tne vatts No interference would be experienced by nearby hearing application for approval of transfer of control from Shumate. KRNT sport 
Mississippi every Saturday night to) stations. Paul D. P| Spearman represented WDWS Charles H. Gurn to South Dakota Hroadcasting Corp., to | * ¢ Orts announcer 
Slack’s store and spin baseball yarns (2) New Gannett transmitt 1uthorized, giving the pubs be heard together with application for license, renewal, will be official commentator for the 
with customers and glad-hand | lisher-broadcaster a toe-hold in Danville Fennessee: WREC, Memphis, granted request for special | network, assisted by Gayle Have of 
Will ASLOTTICTS all BidUeil< t ot ithor ition for pel ot t , cad . “mn ’ e ' f 
- . Pobital an ae 1 ps ary 8 act ae oe — i. the sports department of the Reg 
vu ‘ ‘ ) " 
T 1 f . , te); 
As the occasion de minded. Dizzy‘ , — } 1 sta in Hlava < 4 ter. 
would » do n idio stuff o 1} ! ctange ; "Pe shone nt « Sponsored by General Mills 
x ild } ( ) | I ) { Broadcast 4 4 ) ee 4 =. —e : D 
one of Slack’s many air program : d ; ' spt I . Wisconsin: J i , Ml } ‘ 7 (Wheaties ) through Knox-Ree ra) 
hi “ : = f > api , u Minneapolis, for the entire b 
Aft Dizzy was unted to (¢ igo rrea at . ual pet é ne i aD | . ; 1 ) 
Slac rid he 1 soing to see Bill | operate n use 1 ft Wyoming ‘ul R. I ( nne, Con ng | season, Shumate will also give score 
~ ACH SAlU | Wwds & > . ; vacated rd of \ 3 i , \ 
{ Wrigley. Dizzv’s ne 0 th the , W. A : ’ eager. A Saye Phagcine desig nae Me ee he ‘iy | reports from both the Nationa 
S arraneine tar the Creat One . ; ) wa vs, and the related sta nt | American and other games o 
1@a of arranging I S A i Michigan: I e bat f Ant \ I 4 rag ae ae : , 1 rt 1 
* in } tiff it S] | rea the fo ) . = . : 7 a > a , eral interest between inning i | a 
if Ss V t here 11 t l y the ; vip at : f Distr f Colut " \ f > a ity will also have a scoreboard resume 
. 4 S . 4 : 5 = ¥ 7. J \ ‘ i . t ‘a 
rent season r ! : . teenee v : ral Cor inications ¢ mission Com h, or at 09 p.m. 
irrent s ecg hr go a ail Let pened taaggeeryg? wn motion, directed that the record in this case be re Importance of having an assistant 
= Tet pemaienenaet a Ogs . ) ' for f er hearing and consolidate . } a 
? < — h ld mal} , pplicant eligible ; ie gis i. oMnccagges “ ated with a hearing | from the sports department of t+! 2 
Central Missouri's Baseball oc aine'-Maiea tat detamuhioniins macabiiaaal novo this day ordered upon the application of the Frontiet S} pal 
St. Louis. April 26 | Motntine out that the ecmoart pit ed at $50.000, had Broadcasting Co., and a hearing this day ordered upon the | M@wspaper was marked Wednesday 
eke ni ie ise (an ee 3 ete ad gots 1, a cite a pi Ms i a. n> appl ’ ym of the Chevenne Radio Corp., such further hear- bv getti ¥ scoops yr ha 
Central Missouri is getting its | $177.33 in Rar ceo gp re ec ll oa hearing, and em ing to be held before an examiner. | Felle pone hit nc = es the Bob 
. oniv 3% Of ¢ Lv) n stock subscriptions has been pa I . -hi ame anc 4 a 
first static-free baseball broadcasts RCC , | eller one-hit game and the Joe Di 


cast doubts upor ibi v of the group » finance the 


* - ( ol é } } qQ00} . ne “ing ha } so} ] 
through WOS, Jefferson City, and | vent ure Approximately $19,000 would b ivailable, if sub- EXAMINERS’ REPORTS a cigey on ne a 
KFRU, Columbia, play-by-play | scriptions were paid in full, Commish said, while construc- | broadcast by Shumate 


the 































































, | tion of the transmitter alone yuld t more than $21,000 General Mills also has sports re- 
account of all home games Of the iyo, raceintn estimated at $2.820 monthly, and operatic Alabama: Daytime smallie for Anniston was recom- | « ime via Bill Brown on WHO D a 
Cardinals and Browns being piped ts of $2,700, did not see h the deal could be cor , I led by Examiner Tyler Berry, when Harry M. Avers ~ if ie dare : alt) 
-XITU ¢ » dec red tft it rh 1 y of Y aT ’ 1 i y owner of the ) rlidate >ublis y ’ Nai 10uUrs., 
from KWK. Johnny O'Hara is doing | ™4 Al b that 3 othe 1 0 i‘ oe ee 1 Publishing D hao ™ 
. e perimentation ] posed bv the app nt does 1 nd 8 a berth on the 1420 ke ribbon jai 
the mike work. tenehia sade ies ‘aulbaatial cautethation 44 tha fe- : ara ; 
d . , ; t I igh apt aaa ; ) ant is well financed, no primary , 1e 8 > eF 
Commercials for Kellogg by Allan | velopment and practical application of high fidelity broad- tele Gt Semel ti tk temh Suk Gh hehetion tren phe Pollock at KDB Hel 
‘ I I xi iz smitte 
be y casting. would uffer te) lec | ~ i aor ‘ . ae 
C. Anthony. Hnaration. af tie etation: on the reancetea frecuency: With su a8 : ry ruled, Santa Barbara, Calif., April 26 
limite , tert er é being ¢ uimer \ -ratt appeared in behalf of tt appl it + 
1 kw unl ed yuld rte V experiments being Cor Prepac tee actiaicey a 1200 } ; A Salada Earl Pollock, commercial manager 
ducted by WQXR, Long Island City, N. Y.. in collaboration qaytime smallier on 17 <w was recommended by Examine : 5 
with the Sureau of Standards it Washington, decision rr. W Seward for Mobile, when appl ant proved that he of KDB, takes over m inagement of 
i RTISTS asias waatarad was qualified financially and otherwise to construct and oper- | the station, replacing Don Hastings 
, . ~ . . ; Be ta atatioy 
A Louis G. aldwell, Reed T. Rollo and Donald C. Beelat wh oy ec | ‘ra rT e ' 
ee aa S. B. Quigley, avplicant, @ local automobile and eneciatts Transmitter in on Don Lee coast 
Siiehomeas Long-awaited decision on the Exchange Ave- merchant, showed more than $20,000 available for constru chain. 
nue Baptist Church case was settled in favor of the organ tion of the transmitter, plus a yearly income between $20,000 
ration, which operates KFXR, Oklahoma City. Suspicions and $25,000 _ Quigley would continue 0 advertise with 
resent 4 that the transmitter had violated the Communication Act ka ALA, existing station in Mobile, and perfect harmony — ss iiaciaiens 
by a lease-agreement entered into Vv hout Commish ap ay e two transmitters was assured by WAT.A’‘s t { 
Droval or knowledre were cast aside by four of the seven or a second transmitter for the { To e nt 
Commissioners, when it was voted to grant assignment of fendship, applicant has offered 25% of the corporate 
the station’s license to the Plaza Court Broadcasting Co stock to the owner of WALA 
Three Commissioners—Case, Payne and Chairman MeNinch— With everything okay and no interference threatened, 
turned thumbs down on the deal and dissented. , Seward recommended granting of the application Ap 
Operated since 1929 through a pastor and radio commit- plication, Applicant was represented by Thomas P. Little- 
tee of the church, KFXNR was managed from 1952 to 1954 page, Jr.. and Johr M. Littlepage 
under a lease by B. C. Thomason without FCC Knowledge. New York: Turn-down for ‘Tri-City Broadcasting Com 
Alibi was that the licensees were unaware of the regulation pany, Ine., on its application for a Schenectady station on 
and a second agreement was entered into with knowledge 950 ke with 1 kw was requested by Examiner Melvin H 
of the Commish, giving Thomason less control over the trans Dalberg Applicants comprise the Schine Chain Theatres 
. mitter but containing ‘substant lly the same provisions as Ine which jumped into the breach on the day of the heat ng 
the 1932 agreement with respect to the payinents to the which had been set and offered to angel the enterprise 
| church for the rental of the station.’ Sudden switch took a jump out of respondents. who, ‘claim- 
es or ie | Whole biz has been a headache to the church, which de- ing surprise,’ asked that the plea be denied and dismissed. 
scribed the station eas a ‘continual source of annoyance and Former applicant for the station was the Knox Broad- 
“ agitation since it was first commercialized.’ casting Corp.—involved in a bitter political radio scrap in 
CBS Network Price-tag apparently shocked the three dissenting commis- 1935 Name of the corporation was changed to Tri-City, 
Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., DST sioners, since present valuation set on the transmitter s but presently the Schine Theatre group has offered to finance Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
$3,011 and purchasers must pay $50,000—plus $15,000 to the $49,000 transmiiter 20:h Century-Fox Studios, H’ wood 
Thomason for his lease-agreement Application was skedded for a turn-down chiefly because — = — 
April 29 Broadcast Station, which opérates on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, of serious interference which would result to WR‘ Wash - _ 
250 watts days, was represented by El r W. Pratt, with ington. PD. C.. if the application went through foth Wri 
iol Paul M. Segal and George S, Smith acting in the interests and CRCK, Canada, would interfere with the proposed sta 
Originates at the of Plaza (¢ t Broadcasting Co., applicant for the assign- tion if the deal went through, Dalberg found 
ment of license. Applicants retained Joseph P. Tumulty, John Walsh and 
JUNIOR LEAGUE Puerto Rico: Attempts of Juan Piza to establish a second John Wattawa., 
radio station at San Juan were turned down by the Commish Texas: Construction of a 100-watter for Vernon—to be UL 
because of applicant's inability t produce ‘cogent facts’ Operated on 1500 ke should be given Commish approval B LETEIN 
PREVIEW BALL concerning the new transmitter A rrding to Examiner P. W. Seward. Application of the ’ ms] 
Piza already is owner of WNET San Juan, Commish Northwestern Broadcasting Co. is in line with the interests CHARLIE 
' argues, and WRKAQ also serves the community. Applicar 3 of the community, Seward held, and a »-partnership om * 
at the request for a local station which would render local service prising three individuals was found qualified in all respects B ARNET 
NEW YORK 1939 appeared to be unsupported, according to the ruling and to build and Operate the transmitter. Partners showed bank - 
granting of the application would not serve public interest, deposit of $6,000 as an initial fund to be used in connection | H thestra 
convenience and necessity. with the establishment of the proposed $14,653 station And His Orc he st 





Picked to Play 


WORLD'S FAIR Piza was represented by Elmer W. Pratt. R. H. Nichols, editor and publisher of the Vernon Daily 



































Record revealed $60,850 in total assets and testified that he PLEASURE BEACH PARE 
e MINOR DECISIONS wis ready to turn over additional stock in the publishing | 
bomp: ams "hic its — a , »aa) “eo 
company—of which he is 60% owner if more cash {s r MAY 22 
Stewar € . ‘er is 5.66 f 9 5 aspectivel AN MENT 
of Robert W. Bingham, Louisville, granted involurtary trans- got Hatch, were listed at $6,669 and $2,500, resp vely. EXCLUSIVE M AGE N 
veg ee 8 oe Se ee See Casey of the area, granting of the request would benefit the city. 
4 MODERNAIRES us Will, Seward declared, No interference would be expected to 
ror 5 0 att an she 2g in ere ( Tron . 
ADRIAN ROLLINI'S f ym 50 to 19 %.. atts and change in time of operation from Applicants were represented by James H. Hanley. 
specified to unlimited. 
i 
on its own motion Commish remanded for further hearing Rates, Jr, Modesto, license renewal on 7490 ke with 250 
Engagements Booked np! t r for aut iv t establish a new station to “be watts. days only 
| 
t 
i n , 7 1 . 
Artists Ma agement for a rehearing dismissed Kentucky: WCKY, YT. B. Wilson, Inc., Covington, power 
Salem ‘ eC titio te vithe w witho ve dice ap- Ne Jers : VPG, it f Atlantic City Atlantic v . — ° 
Salem, granted } tion V hdra } New Jersey WP ( yo Atla t A i Cress IT AIN’T GONNA RAIN NO MO 


BRIDGEPORT, CONN, 
Featuring Kentucky: WHAS, Barry Bingham, executor of the will quired. Assets of the two other partners, W. H. Wright and 
amas suiavilie Dimes Comvs ‘Mena’, tries ith no primary service at present being received in the : 
JOAN EDWARDS fer of control of the Louisville Times Company, licensee. from town’s business district and no broadcast station located in CONSOLIDATED 
RADIO ARTISTS INE 
‘ . 7 "y] avrearce xy ranter icht owe INOS r 
Maryland: W.JEJ, Hagerstown, granted night power boost existing tranemitters, he further stated. 
. 7 Michigan: Gennessee Radio Corp., Flint, denied petition 
Instrumentalists for rehearing in re application for new station to be oper- SET FOR HEARING | 
ated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, | 
: a 3 » Wee od 
specified hours, 
All Paul Whiteman Missouri: (Charles Porter and Fdward T. Eversole, Festus, California: KTRB, Thomas R, McTammany & William 
ippliga ) fi au ority to estal 3} ley ° 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, days only. Purpose Florida: Miamt Broadcasting Co., Miami, new asatation to 
EXCLUSIVELY of hearing is to afford apnlicants an opno nity to clarify b merated on 1420 ke with 100 watts 
the record as to their financial and leral qualitications IMinois: WoONAP, National Broadcasting Co., Ine., Chicago, | 
by ise is to be heard before an examiner and 3 to be lim ft boost power from 50 to 100 watts in a h gh frequency broad- 
H o the points mentioned Petition of attorney for applicants cast station, 
a a oe North Carolina: WSIS Piedmont Publishing Co.. Winston- goom from 10 to 50 kw Composer-Writer 





plication for operation on 900 ke with 1 kw nights, 5 hw change hours of operation to part of WBIL's ¢N. Y.) time 3 i ; shes 
days New York: WBIL. Arde Bulova, change specified hours of MELLOW MOON, ONE EYED LOVE 


Ohio: Go-ahead signal for a daytime smallie for Youngs- Operation, deleting the hours from 2 to 3 p.m. on Fridays, MY OLD FASHIONED SCRAP BOOK 
town was given by the Commish when it was decided that in addition to all its daytime operation on Sundays which MY DREAM SWEETHEART i 


\Tt €.45* 7. 
NN.C. 











































pa commercial support for W KEBN, existing transmitter, would is the period from 3:15 to 4:59 p.in., contingent upon the . " sn iia mmaatins . " 
WAU 2-1888 not be harmed by construction of a second station. ° granting of these hours of operation to station WPG, At- LAND OF MY SUNSET DREAMS : 
Applicant, William F. Maag, Jr., is managing editor of lantie City: WKBW, tuffalo Broadcasting Corp., Buffalo, . £en ° ‘Behe 
|} the Youngstown Vindicator. Showing a net worth of $557.- renewal of license on 1480 ke with 5 kw. || Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 
» | Hartford Forms Ad Club, | | 
artford Forms ub,  Reorganize WCCO Bureau 
iliiam Mal Offi 
William Malo an icer 


i " Hartford, April 26. | St. Paul, April 26 
illiam Malo, commercial man- _ rer ir a anes 
} . Wwcc Artists ‘eau, formerly < 
ager of WDRC, has been elected a oA aren, Saemery S 


; department of the station, has now 
director of the newly organized Ad- 
ect f the n organized Ad- | poen reorganized as a separate cor- 


| vertising Club of Hartford. Has also | poration 
been appointed a member of the pub- | © While the stock is owned by CBS 
licity committee. . j i ee 
} : the Bureau is not a part of the Co- 
| Organization is a revival of the de- | | hic nti ote? ee , THE RHYMING MINSTREL 
: § umbia Artists’ Bureau, It’s a sepa- 
" NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR funct Hartford Advertising Club, netionl ny 12 O'CLOCK NOON 


| rate entity functioning exclusively in EVERY MONDAY 
cepremaes the territory served by WCCO. Al WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE WRVA Program Building Sheehan, who has conducted the Bu- Mutual Broadcasting System 
[AUGHTER TEARS avo HEART-THROBS Richmond, Va, April 26. | manager of the new corporation or 
| Planning increased production, re ee een BOSCO 
WRVA last week sent Bert Repine i 
; 
Presented by Ivory Soap - 99**/100°/« pure | program man, up to CBS for a look- Football—Already 


around and question asker. Also re- | Norman, Okla., April 26 NBC-BOUND 
en lieving Irv Abeloff, production man- Actio oy a iis ogaees* Ml 
’ € d t n on tne uestion of what NY b] RHUVTH 
LISTEN TWICE DAILY | ager, of most detail work to enable | stations will Peel it University ‘a LAN GREY "* hog oF 
NSC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST ‘him to plan and supervise added Oklahoma football games this fall is Pupils of the an” — 
| IN css - WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. OST IR | productions, due for a decision by the board of Mary McHugh—Platinum-voiced Pretty 
e@e« | 





ROSS 


By JANE WEST 




















~.. COAST TO COAST Station feeds CBS chain with after- | regents May 2 . pe Richards—Toreador of Song 
‘Oy ; : , | _ ucille and Lanny mbination of Swinger 
Vir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY | noon ‘Crossroads Corner’ show start- Last year exclusive contract v as Jimmy Rich Bad Bos & Nursery Rome h as 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY ing May 13. ‘given WKY, Oklahoma City ead Taany Grey os the Rhythmaster 
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7 - ee ee = ee ee ag eee eee scl - 
chiseling and so many phoney re- there has always been a deluge of charity requests per week. WIP charity promotion essential part of 
COME | NK A quests for free time that several requests for free time for charitable| and KYW grant about one-third, | station activity.’ 
years ago arrangements were made and other organizations and has| WFIL about one-half, WCAU grants 
0 with Minneapolis Civic and Com-_| not noticed any material increase. time only to Red Cross, United Cam- Each on Merits 
merce Association and St. Paul As- Majority of the applications made! paign and Salvation Army. Cincinnati, April 26 
sociation of Commerce to clear al] in person are legitimate, while half Leon Levy believes about half .re James Shouse, head of WLW, re- 
requests for time through their or- of the written requests are from| phoney, most others unimportant | Ports: ; 
ganizations. organizations with an ax to grind. | anq many while not strictly phoney ‘Have not noticed any appreciable 


Ts an > . oe a Yomminityvy Chect an - Ye, are ‘rease ami: S r free time, 
Time requests from phoney Organ- Community Chest and Red Cross are are more for personal publicity than increase in demand fo 





‘ 1 th y , shar ahlea noe , 4 -har hile an ¢ rwis W “1 
sisal izations and others along charitable | the only charitable organizations anything else cherie oe z dig _ ns oat ¥ 
lines were so numerous KSTP ar- WEAA recognizes. As a regular thing naturally trying to handle eacn re 
Radio Stations Forced  to| ranged to clear all time for chari- @!l requests are carefully weighed Only 2% Not Legit a see ti Sarasa 
; Renee ne eae and ; AS ‘ f th are tl > ~‘/o 3 segt ifter investigation 
. . table organizations “Oug ss and at least 90% of them are turned nly o : f 
Adopt Various Defensive | “ ganizations ‘through local ienidimierhcilice. ‘iceeiiardelata ediecnnaea 
community funds, Phoney missing down Propaganda organizations in Cleveland, April 26 c ki_d’s Fight Right 
ki 2 : he largser eitiec are ry her ,00dki .d’ i ights 
Methods—Los Angeles person and police broadcasts so bad — orgs - anes =e ese yr ral Requests for free time in Cleve- eee ; Chics “ ril 2¢€ 
. that ic c akec . niy | With the literature they senc 1 to ee ; : Nicagy, - 
Uses Clearing House ee nis Cation mabe such onl; tations but in WFAA case almost land regarded as 98% legitimate Lewis Goodkind, now heading s 
when requested by police department | *'@000S OL in aida Case almost Very few phoneys Seelam ee 
meen over direct wire from headquarters. , /™Variably the material finds its way ih ois wn agency, has obtained exclusive 
ver ieiedan to the wastebasket. John Patt of WGAR prefers to | broadcast rights to the Marigold Gar- 
PRESSURE | a onmecitiani continue handling such requests di- | den fights 
Recognizes Only Two Personal Publicity Uppermost rect, as no need here to clear Garden pugilistic exhibitions are 
= se Dallas, April 26 Philadelphia, April 26 through local broadcast association. | head each Monday night and heve 
Demands of charity organi ations | Martin Campbell of WFAA says All local siations receive about 20 Patt declares ‘I consider civic and | built up great following in this town, 
ig « : < , a Za ‘ 





for free time on radio stations are | —— = = 
assuming proportions that have in- | 
spired stations in certain communi- | 
ties, notably Los Angeles, to organ- 
ize a clearing bureau to separate the 
phonies from the McCoys and keep 
demands under some sort of contro! 
Requests for free time from New 
York stations reached a new high 
for the year during the past week 
Biggest bid came from the Greater 
. New York Fund, Inc... which asked 
for an hour and a half the night of 
May 11 to broadcast a show that the 
fund was promoting in Madison 
Square Garden. It will -consist of 
radio, stage and screen talent. 
Among the other cuffo time appli- 
cants were Community Chests and 
Councils in surrounding metropoli- 
tan burgs and the N. Y. World's Fair 
(for a preview stunt), 











Chicago, April 26. 

Local stations make own decisions 
as to which organizations get free 
time. Chicago Association of Broad- 
casters does not accept such respon- 
sibility. 

Of all requests for free time. which 
are terrific, about 25° are thought 
to be phoney. Politicals, both pro 
and anti-administration, are big time 
moochers locally. 

Stations give plenty free time to 
legitimate organizations, such as Red 
Cross, Tuberculosis Association, 
Adult Education Association, Parent- 
Teachers Association, Chicago Dental 
Society, Illinois League Women’s 
Clubs, School for Taxpayers, Illinois 
Medical Association and others. 

All stations donate from 15 minutes 
j daily to half hour daily average to 
j free time. WJJD, for example, puts 
aside two 15-minute periods daily. 
six days weekly, for free time. Others 
have more or less similar setup. 


Detroit. April 26. 
Leo Fitzpatrick of WJR_ reports 
Station ‘besieged with requests fer 
free time for many local charitable 
organizations, dances, bazaars, etc.” 
and declares: 
‘We handle these by explaining 
. that WJR is not a local station but 
covers such a wide territory in 
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana that only 
appeals of a national relief character 
are handled by us.’ 

In Detroit all agree it’s impossible 
tc estimate the number that are 
legitimate or phoney. 

Fitzpatrick handles all local re- 
quests by buying tickets to benefits 
station considers legitimate, thereby 
eliminating air appeals. 
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Must Be Done in Writing 
San Francisco, April 26. 

KFRC reports an increase 1n char- 

ity demands. Other stations seem to 

feel requests are about normal. Some 
time ago Northern California Broad- 
casters Association considered clear- 
ing such time demands through Cali- 
fornia State Chamber of Commerce 
but some stations nixed this pro- 
posal. 

Newspaper stations notably prefer 
to have a free hand in selecting o1 d ‘ d t i 
rejecting. Angles are. frequently b . ° WSs i d : 
aay Esha Gu eentiiaaal sii get the business is to support Al-advertised products 
zens having pet charities 

Lloyd Yoder of NBC belongs to 
group feeling each request must be 
judged on its individual merits. Need 
for Better Business Bureau okay 
scares Gut the phonies locally. St 
lions demand that the organization 
staie its case in writing This in- 

f what they 





“I'm too busy to keep track of all the modern tricks of drug 


merchandising—but in my neighborhood all it takes to 





cludes advance sample ¢ 


Want to say. 


CINCINNATI 


Clear Threesh Leeal C. of €. e National Spot Representative TRANSAMERICAN “a 
Minneapolis, April 26 NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
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Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 


The mag ‘College Humor’ now has 
a theme song by that name, authored 
by Pat Ballard and Larry Clinton, 
and expertly maestroed and arranged 
by Clinton’s combo with Bea Wain 
and the leader splitting the vocal. 
‘Stop! and Reconsider’ is another in 
the “modern sweet-swing idiom by 
Clinton, this time with Stanley 
Adams, and Miss Wain again airing 
the larynx. The conductor-arrang rer 
is one of the 1937-38 season's tin pan 
alley pets, and he’s in the groove 
Ww th th Is combo. As for ‘Joe College 
Humor,’ author Pat Ballard has done 
an expert job in trailerizing the mag 
for which he conducts a mont thh 
swing column. Victor 25825. 

Mildred Bailey gives out In swing- 
ith her own combo—meaning, 


time W 
xf course, Red Norvo’s—on Voc alion 
4036. ‘At Your Beck and Call’ and 
‘Bewildered’ are solid Jackson in ‘th > 
lazy Bailey manner. 

Despite the billing of —— 
Feather and Ye Olde Engli: wynge 
Band on Vocalion 4062, ay $ only 


politeness for a brace of inv} 


jive 
One is ‘Jammin’ 


orating swingos. the 


Waltz’—a waltz in swing tempo, of 
course—composed by the maestro. 


Reverse is the perennial ‘Clementine’ 


arranged by Feather. His Ye Olde 
English Swinge bandmen comprise 
Joe Marsala, Bobby Hackett, — 
Brown, Ray Biondi, Joe Bushkin, 


Arthur Shapiro and George We itling y 

Tommy Dorsey is mellow on Vic- 
tor 25824 with two Berlin classics, 
‘Hate to Get Up in the Morning’ and 
‘What’ll I Do,’ in the 52d street motif. 

Charles (Buddy) Rogers now Db’ lls 
himself with his ‘Famous Swing 
Band’ on Vocalion 4058, ‘This Time 
It’s Real’ and ‘Lovelight in the Star- 
light’ being the foxtrots. Bob Han- 
non vocalizes, and Rogers’ combo de- 
livers well enough. 

Vernon Geyer on the Hammond 
electric organ, with piano and xvylo 
assistance, gets nice effect out of ‘T: 
Pi-Tin’ (waltz) and ‘Sissy’ (fox) on 
Bluebird 7532. 

Ozzie Nelson’s ‘Sheik of Araby’ 
and ‘You'll Be Reminded of Me’ ave 
rhyt hmic on Bluebird 7517. Happy 
Felt on’ s Vocalion 4060, ‘Let Me Whis- 
per,’ rhumba fox, and ‘You Had an 
Ev'ning to Spare,’ while not exactly 
salon, are likewise smooth foxirot- 
vlogy. Same goes for Ozzie Nelson 
again with two out of ‘Cocoanut 
Grove’ (Par), ‘Says My Heart’ and 
‘You Leave Me Breathless,’ with the 
maestro and Mrs. Maestro, Harriet 
Hilliard,’ splitting the vocals. 

Now that 52d street has gone Scotch 
in more than the liquid manner, Glen 
Gray and his Casa Lomaites have un- 
corked ‘My Bonnie Lies Over the 
Ocean’ as their contribution to swing- 
in’ the heather. It’s paired with 
‘Malady in F Minor,’ novelty fox by 
Sonny Dunham and M. C. Snow. 
Decea 1755, and OK for sound. 

On Brunswick 8122, Chauncey 
Morehouse makes much of the 
n’goma drums in the orchestrations 

i ‘Mai-Pani’ 
tered in Paris’ (Franklyn Marks), 
both ultra arrangements, blending the 
swingo with the rhumbaesque. 


(Morehouse) and ‘Plas- | 


Ox- } 


thodox conga are Xavier Cugat’s two, 


crack arrangements of ‘Cielito Linda’ 
and ‘La Paloma,’ both arranged by 
the Waldorf-Astoria maesiro, with 
Chacha Aguilar and Carmen Castillo 
on the vocals. Victor 25826. Very jive 


) 


is the Benny Goodman Trio’s version | 


of ‘Sweet Lorraine’ (clarinet, piano, 
drums) and the reverse, ‘Dizzy 
Spells,’ by the Goodman Quartet, 
which means Lionel Hampton’s vibra- 
phone added. It’s for the cats. 

More swingo: Cootie Williams and 
his Rug Cutiers cutting up with ‘Car- 
nival in Caroline’ and ‘Swingtime in 
Honolulu,’ both out of the Cotton 
Club show, with Jerry Krueger vo- 
calizing; Vocalion 4061, On Decca 
1756: Bob Crosby’s Bob Cais with 
‘Coquette’ and Ray Bauduc’s jambo 
called ‘The Big Crash from China.’ 
The Bob Cats, by name, comprise B'b 
Zurke, Yenk Lawson, Warren Smith, 
Eddie Miller, Irving Fazola, Nappy 
Lamare, nov Haggart and Kay Bau- 
duc on the traps. And Chick Webb 
with his Little Chicks, on Decca 1759, 
isn’t exactly salon as he gives oui 
wiih ‘Sweet Sue’ and ‘I Got Rhythm,’ 
said Chicks comprising the maestro- 
drummer, Tommy Fulford, Way- 
man Carver, Chauncey Haughton, 
Beverly Peer. For a quintet, very 
copisetic. Even London’s swingin’ it 
— Ambrose 


and his Orchestra give 
out with ‘You’ve Cot to Blow Your 
Own Trumpet’ and Sid Phillips’ 
‘Message from Mars.’ 


Smoother foxtrotology, also by way 


of London, is Roy Fox’s ‘For Only 
You.’ a Ray Noble tune, se with 
*‘Water-Lilies in the Moonlis ’ both 
waxed in E ngland with Denny Den- 
nis vocalizing. sluebird 7529. Guy 
Lombardo’s ‘Little Lady Make Be- 
lieve’ and ‘So Little Time’ (Victor 
25823) are characteristically smooth 
foxes, with Carmen on the vocal 

Swing and Sway with Sammy Kaye, 
to give it the full billing. is like 

a refugee from a barrelhouse 


‘Where Have We Met Before’ and 
*Ciyv. Buby, Cry,’ Charlie Wilson and 
the 3 Barons doing «the vocals on 
Vorat on 4044. Horace Heidt and h s 
Brivadiers give out with ‘Lot Me 
Whisne Dick Gasparre’s rhumba 
fox, and ‘This Time It’s Reai,’ on 


Brunswick 8121. Larry Cotton vocal- 
izes. Kay Kyser is another singing- 
title maestro, ‘Lost and Found’ being 
coupled with ‘Two Shadows’ on Br. 
8120. Virginia Simms and Harry 
Babbit split the vocals. 


On Vocalion 3980 Eddie Stone, 
from England, does well with De- 
Lange- Ram's tune, ‘Morocco,’ a sort 


of ‘C aravan’ type of descriptive fox- 
trot. Companion piece is —e 
Bassoon,’ Stewart McKay’s novel 
inelegantly titled foxtrot. 

Leo Reisman is ultr 
Victor 2 


Mariachie (Gus Kahn-Sigmund 
Romberg) out of Metro’s new ‘Girl 
of the Golden West,” paired with 


Para Vigo Me Voy,’ Ernesto Lecu- 
ona’s current. conga fave. Reisman’s 
contrasting moods and shades in his 


a, per usual, on 
5804 with two smart rumbas, | 


| Haunted by Flames 


Lincoln, April 26. 
Fire insurance is becoming 
thing uppermost in the mind of R. H. 
Pauley here. He lost the old Turn- 
pike Casino in a $20,900 blaze last 
November. Recently he set a deal | 
With the Blancato Bros., in Kaycee, 
for the Fairyland Park dance spot. 
Was special deliveried this week 
with news that a park fire there had | 
damaged his concession severely. 





Jitterbug Sesh 
For Auditions 
At Par, N. Y. 


| ne 


orchestral style, fortified by his basi- | 


cally expert dansapation, whether 


it's a musical comedy excerpt or in| 


the Latin groove, makes this a high- 
light waxing. 

Of another idiom, but 
ultra in calibre, is Duke Ellingten’s 
version of his own ‘Scrounch’ from 
the new Cotton Club show, paired 
with ‘If You Were in My Place,’ also 
co-authored with Nemo-Mills. 
both, 
doth 
technique figures prominently. 
wick 8093. 

Tino Rossi on Columbia 4200 mani- 
fests why NBC got excited about the 
French tenor although it so happened 
that he, like Jean Sablon, 
quite make the grade. Sablon, at 
least, 


Bruns- 


ment as to why he didn’t click, 
merits. Anyway, 
cerpts in Neapolitan. 


as he 


‘Catari, Catari’ 


(Cardillo) and the Neopolitan folk | 


song, ‘Santa Lucia,’ with full orches- 
‘ral accomp batoned bv Cariven. 
‘Catari!’ incidentally, sounds like a 
likely import for America, if not al- 
ready done so. 


MAESTROS IN SHORTS 
Hollywood, April 26 
Ted Fio Rito end Phil Harris have 
signed for a series of shorts to be 
produced by Bert Gilroy for RKO. 


Leaders and their orchestras will | 
go into the Headliner group, sched- | 
uled to roll in May. 


likewise | 


In | 
Ivy Anderson vocalizes, and in | 
the distinguished Fllingtonian | 


didn’t | 


is still lingering around Radio | 
City, and continues to be a wonderi- | 


Rossi has two ex- | 


Those Thursday 
j}at the Broadway 
lby Tommy 


night jam sessions 
Paramount, started 


Dorsey during his cur- 


the 


rent engagement at this presentation | 


| house, has proved a great b.o. 
and has become in short order 
jitterbug hangout, and 
unoificial audition spot. 
Chick Webb's 
| Thursday, which 
i the series, got tiention of Harry 
Kalcheim, the Paramount booker, 
who will probably spot this colored 
| maestro-stickster with his band. 
Kay Thompson was another who 
jammed the Dorseyites, with Martin 


hypo 
(ld a 
(2) a sort of 
drumming last 
the second of 


solo 
was 


the a 


Block doing the snieling, and she, 
is penciled in for this house. 

Jam session idea has done things 
for Bunny Berigan during his Para- 
dise cabaret engagement, his being 
eserved for Sunday nights. 


Halstead’s Okay Pinch-Hit 
Lincoln, April 26. 
\ Tu npike onening (16) rated $950 
with - enry Halstead on the rostrum. 
| Jack enny was originally booked 
t 


for — job, but CRA pulled him at 


{ 


he last minute. 

Frederick Bros., Kansas. City, 
| grabbed Halstead off location in| 
Louisviile, Ky., put him in front of 
Allen Castle’s band here, and got by 
‘the break in good shape. 


FF 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 
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*How'd You Like to Love Me?. 


*I Love to Whistle 
“Always and Always ..... 
It's Wonderful 
+At a Perfume Counter 
*Some Day My Prince Will 
*Thanks for the Memory 


Come 


* Indicates filmusical song. 





FOG OIG BOOS 6 coos ccccssaves arer 


aeeer reer eee eee eeeeeee 


(Week ending April 23, 1938) 


SiMe cdaveudasseke eT eT eT eee Pee EET TT Te 
*Heigh-Ho .....c¢- TORE CETTE TTT TOPE CC CT ee 
Pi!) gh Rf Serer ee or rrr cer eee Pee es 
TIMUR Wet AE aba c 64062 40008650 h0dR0aa eC eKOM ss ceceutiaepell 
WEFT WU iits PATIL 46 6 6046 d05e60000seesases ced 6ee0 6 ern: 
*On the Sentimental Side ....... jcchaweser sens eceee Select 
You’re An Education ......... ‘ Rete ieeds Oaks .-.Remick 


..Famous 


254 ok CAREER CES RROSE SATE ORES «eee RODbins 


..Feist 


OEE Te TET OTe ERECT OReE CTT CURT Robbins 


Pee eer TT eee Donaldsoa 
PT ane rs Berlin 


i Ue Saale Od eal eae a were ee Paramount 


+ Indicates stage production song. 


The others are pops. 





On the Upbeat 


Henry Busse will play for dance 
May 4 which will mark the close of 
a week’s celebration of the opening 


of a new city auditorium in Great | 
Bend, Kas. 

Lang Thompson goes into New 
Penn, Pittsburgh, May 13 for two- 


week run, He'll be followed by Ina 
Ray Hutton. Both placed by Joe 
Hiller for CRA. 


Jack Marshard to open William 
Penn hotel’s Urban Roof, Pittsburgh, 
May 27. Placed by MCA, 

Fran Eichler goes 
Tavern, Sharon, Pa., 
weeks. Set by CRA. 
Middleman 
cafe, Pittsburgh, 
the summer after 39-day 
Can cruise, 


Wolf 
tour 


into Grey 
May 7 for 


Herman 
Nixon 


returns to 
May 2 for 
Pan-Ameri- 


Duchin 
Chicago, 


Eddy 
House, 


opens at Palmer 
May 3. 


Jerry Livingston plays Misericor- 


dia College, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., April 
29; Edison hotel, N. Y., 30, and 


Breakdown of Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A. M. 


Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WOR 


for the week from Monday through 
on the two NBC links, CBS and Mut 
sored programs. In ‘Source’ column, 


Title 





Sunday (April 18-24). 
ual from 8 a. m. to 1 a. m. 
“denoies film song, + legit tunes, 


computed 


Grand total represents accumulated performances 
‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on spon- 
and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


Grand Commer- 


Publishe ; riz j 

go 2 oe a eee ee Harms .. = nee ae pas ea a 7 “—_" 
; How'd You Like to Love Me?.......... POMOUS oii ccccs *College Swing eae cae ; 43 10 27 
You're An Education..............00+. pi a Pop . Dacessadunhakeciaits 42 11 30 
SRT ES 5.994 RASA 4K KK 0 ha ate oe | re eee Pop pele DN ORD Ns 42 11 28 
One a) REY Pen ht Ce ne ene MIE 8 Fi hicsbakia *Snow White........... 36 10 18 
Sunday in the Park.................4. ME 5 iene enas .. Pins and Needles............. 36 4 17 
Zoe. Couldn't Be Cuter. s......cccc0 ooChappell ......0. Se“ eenepeate 36 8 14 
= the Sentimental Side........... ee) ae ee *Dr. Rhythm.................. 35 9 27 
J Ae Sat SS, ee ee ro oe gs ee Peer rh ace ent sie 32 8 21 
I Fall in Love with You Every Day:....Famous ......... *College Swing Me acs res 32 8 18 
Let's Sail to Dreamland............... RN ivcxiuneens POM 053% es, alee 31 4 21 
I Love ee fot TT *Mad About Music............ 31 10 18 
ee | | i ne BODUDINS ....<ceces Pop 31 9 18 
In My Little Red Book................. Marks ........... BPR ReaD te eeantpiminits 3 2 18 
Joseph, Jecenhh ie oe pe aapheeegpanic > 30 4 15 
Don't Be That Way... 0.0... ..ccccc ee Robbins ......... et ssausinkesstxvaresdauss 30 1 5 
Bewildered PLN a GN cie Wind aa as arated Pree ree Pop ROL Ces Ol SAR Ca Ra ate 29 4 27 
PUIG BONG, PROMO) bcc cc ck icccansensees ne *Radio City Revels........ . . 28 5 20 
Love Walked In.......~.~ aba Rama. soma Kid oo Ter | *Goldwyn Follies............ ' 28 8 14 
1 as 6a a atch vcbada nde kee Re WE Ws coc sc send cesse 28 4 13 
AS @ Rerfume Counter. .....icscssccce Donaldson .......3 +Casa Manana Revue 26 4 18 
Something Tells Me..........0 000.000. Witmark ........ ee caren occ. ae 3 18 
WHO BPG WE W SOFT. occ ciccivcccdcvecs Feist Pocuceer eines °Girl ot the Golden West...... 25 2 7 
PAWEYS GHG PIWEIS éoncckciccccucivase eee oy SPROMNOGUIN 6kkc cc éceccasave 23 4 id 
BWO BOUMIOES, .06 ccc ccc cc ccccesesscc cD ...0c0cce. Dia auhdasokecuactas 22 2 18 
Whistle While You Work........... re *Snow iat ina iedety res 22 5 13 
Gypsy in My Soul..................0. Words-Music i, Sera: 6 10 
Toy Trumpet Peete dss VAS ced ss ewssbaeee CAN orcas cas *Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. 21 3 0 
Garden in Granada..... re eee eee eee OUT 60D. dpc nnardsdacesiasaricensoe 20 1 11 
SO Little TIME. 0.62.0 cccccvevccsccccces oT a Se torr eer er re ere 19 2 11 
PES MEO 5c ck he aee es pcavawa esi a re Pop Cie R TOs we ONAL Ss 48 ON 08% 19 6 10 
Bee ae yD ee ere a PRERES RONG. WOT is 6 acc keescia%e 18 a 17 
In the Shade of the New Apple Tree...Chapnell ........ *Hooray for What............ 18 2 13 
More Than Ever............sessses00, Mille NG?! pa RON, — 5 11 
b Waety = POre TOM. ic cédceasecseaces Aser-Yellen ..... ere uci auc a lé 3 1} 
Moon of Manakoora ee eer ee re Kalmar-Ruby *Hurricane ............000006 18 2 7 
(Cee eg eS rar WE how cadakean Fora 17 3 10 
‘Thanks for the Memory.............se. Paramount ....... “rie BTUGUCESE. .aciccacc oe a 17 3 10 
I See Your Face Before Me............ et Between the Devil.......... 16 2 13 
I Can't Face the Music................ femick .......... |. YU Pee 1 9 
You Leave Me Breathless........... ..Famou Coconut Grove............... 15 1 2 
My Heart Is Taking Lessons...........Select ............ ‘Dr. Rhythm............ 15 3 7 
Just Let Bae TOG Gt TOU. i oc cciccsccee Chappell *Joy of Living............ 15 1 r | 
How Can You Forget?.. .Harms coseee BOO tor Scandal 15 0 7 
Loch Lomond aE Sa ane ea ene RPE UE at é-4. 5:55 9 hcg BE Pz aie ko ale Oe ecw 14 1 11 
iy ovelight fie Sree PeCE SUG ins 000d cccswn Paramount . *Her Jungle Love...... 14 3 y 
Swingin’ in the Corn... . Berlin 5.3 Sew a *Radio City Revels....... 14 3 9 
Let Me Whisper....... .Chappell ........ |. tere Rega NRpEae 14 1 9 
bh o Shadows.... . Witmoark sseeee*L wo Shadows 14 1 q 
rl in the Bonne t ‘ot Blue ~-Crawtord ......+:POD 14 1 7 
pk Lady Make Believe.. .Olman oe . Pov ate a 14 6 
Love Is Here to Stay..... Channel ..*Goldwyn Follies 13 3 9 
Where Have We Met Before? . Robbins Pop 13 9 ~ 
I Double Dare You....... »eshavniro Pop ma 13 2 6 
I Was Doing Ali Right -Chopnpnell *Goldwyn Follies.............. 13 1 6 
SS) Ae ee ...- Witmark a Pop as 13 7) 4 
Cofl ~4 ind K sses. . eve eeearernseseses Poeromount . *H ! Junsle Lov e see ° 12 l 9 
Sh lows on the Moon ~Fe‘st . .seeee- Girl of the Golden West 12 1 7 
Swe ta aS ee ae .. Robhins ae *Solly, Irene and Mary 11 2 10 
There's ; Gold Mine in the Sky Berlin Pon } 1! 4 9 
It's the Dreamer in Me .. Peist wera il 0 3 
Romance in the Dar! .Paramount ......*Romance in ‘the Dark 11 0 6 
I'in in a Hanoy Frame of Mind......... Nvuyy ert Meee re 11 0 > 
tO Gti OCONSIMED 5 ccc ccccccseses So ee eee err er ree Te Cre rere ee 1) 1 3 
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| tel, 


| ner 


| Dollar Pier, 
/ Ocean 
|pont hotel, 


| Cadillac hotel. 


| ton: 


| Frankie Reynolds band after 


j ters at 


Princeton College, 
May 6. 

Dick Stabile 
Buffalo, 
stint, 


exits 
May 


the Statler 
1 for a 


ho- 
one-niter 


Chuck Shanks into the Statle 


ho- 

tel, Detroit, May 2 for MCA. 
Joe Reichman booked for Baker 
hotel, Dallas, Tex., starting May 10, 


Jack Lavin personal repping Har- 
old Nagel band now, 


Bobby Hayes plays for N. Y. U. 
freshmen at Barbizon-Plaza_ hotel, 
N. Y., May 6. Frances Foster booked. 


Freddy Goodman, Benny's frere, 
rolled up $2,800 on his first road one- 


niter at Ocean Pier, Old Orchard, 
Me., April 23. 

Mal Hallett plays for season at 
Playland, Rye Beach, N. Y.. with an 
NBC wire. Opens June 10. 


Ruby Newman plays 
programs of May 1 
New York. 


for Joe Pen- 
and 8 from 


Al Donahue into Rainbow Room, 
N. Y., May 18 for R-O’K. 

Frank Dailey pvlays Million Dollar 
Pier, Atlantic City, N. J., July 9 to 
1! 


uw. 


Rockwell-O’Keefe will book exclu- 
sively at Glen Island Casino, Tarch- 
mont, N. Y.: Playland, Rve, N. Y.; 
Claremont Inn, N. Y. C.: Million 

Atlantic City, N. J.; 

Wildwood, N. J.: Due 
Wilmington, Del.: Neth- 
erland-Plaza hotel, Cincinnati, Book- 
Detroit; Congress ho- 
Chicago; Van Cleve hotel, Day- 

Adolohus hotel, Dallas: Nico- 
lette hotel, Minneapolis: Roosevelt 
hotel, New Orleans, and hotels New 
Yorker. Lexineton, Belmont-Plaza 
and Rainbow Room, N. Y., for sum- 
mer, 

Jimmy Livingstone at Charlotte 
hotel. Charlotte, N. Y. Jack Crawley 
vocalizing, 


Pier, 


tel, 


Hod Williams 
Southern 
law. 


one-nichting the 
territory for Jack Ward- 


Dave Burnside 


has taken over 
being 
Centering in Co- 


Reynolds also has a 


idle for a while. 
lumbia, S. C. 
new crew. 

Penn Wayne's band signed for 
summer at Bluff House, Milford, Pa. 
Gene Gaudette set. Will air via WOR, 
Me Ea 

Jay Whidden moved into Cafe De 
Paree, Los Angeles, 

Spud Murphy's orchestra is mak- 
ing its Decea recording debut with 
arrangements of ‘Transcontinental,’ 
‘My Little Girl.” ‘Dancing With a 
Debut ‘Cherokee,’ ‘Quaker 


Jazz’ ‘Ecstasy.’ 


ante, City 


and 

Benny Goodman plays Savoy Ball- 
room N. Y¥., May 10, for Moe Gale. 
Roades booked by Gus Fd- 
wards for the Edgewater Beac! 
hotel, Chicago, opening May 28 after 
exit from Schroeder hotel, Minne- 
polis. 


Dusty 


Clyde McCoy plays Flitch’s Gar- 
dens. Denver. June 27. For three 
‘reeks preceding date he headquar- 


the Claridge hotel, Memphis. 





Princeton, N. J, 











eT 





Wednesday, April 27, 1938 





=——— 


__ MUSIC 





Film Producers Join ERPI in Defense 


Of Foreign Performances Claims 


+ 


Counsel for major film producers 
have aligned themselves with Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., in de- 
fense of the $120,000 suit against 
ERPI which is slated to go to trial 
tomorrow (Thursday) before Judge 
the Federal 


involving a 


John Knox in 


Action, 


court. 
number of fine 
points in copyright law, was brought 


by a number of standard publishers 


under the foreign licensing agree- 
ment which ERPI maintained with 
the music Industry between 1928 and 
1932. 


Publisher 
entitled to fees fo 
works recorded soundtracks in 
this country and shipped abroad as 
part of the complete film, regardless 
of whether such musical works were 
copyrighted in foreign 
well as the United States. ERPI 
holds that these publishers have 
nothing coming unless they can prove 
that they had valid copyrights in 
every country where the 
tracked film was exhibited. 

In press the publisher group’ 
claim their counsel, Francis Gilbert, 
has set up the theory that they do 
not have to prove foreign copyright 
since the recordings were made for 
showing in the United States and 
Canada and the supplementary con- 
tract that if they 
used elsewhere the licensee was obli- 
gated to pay an extra fee as based 
on an explicit set of base rates. Right 
to record with American artists for 
foreign reproduction would not have 
been granted, Gilbert argues, if the 
American copyright owners had not 
been assured of this extra compen- 
sation. 

Gilbert scored last week against 
Metro when the producer's counsel, 
Julian T. Abeles, sought to have 
Judge Knox order Gilbert to furnish 
a new bill of particulars. Metro and 
the other major picture firms recent- 
lv entered the case after receiving 
notice from ERPI that if the pubs 
succeeded in getting judgment 
against it the sub-licensees would be 


group claims that it is 


synchronization 


on 


countries as 


sound- 


ng 


stipulated were 


held liable for the payment of the 
judgment. Gilbert reminded Judge 


Knox that the court had passed on 
the questions of law involved in the 
case some time ago and held that the 
publishers had a good cause of action. 

After pointing out that Abeles’ pe- 
tition constituted nothing but an at- 
tempt to argue these same questions 
of law all over again, Gilbert moved 
that Abeles’ plea for a bill of par- 
ticulars be dismissed. Motion 
granted and the date of trial set. 


Was 


PAUL WHITEMAN’S ON 
AIR FROM N. Y. FAIR 


Paul Whiteman’'s wing of 
nine will give out Friday (29) for 
Grover Whalen and the Social Regis- 
ter. Preview Ball at the N. Y. 
World's Fair is the occasion. Same 
night as Whiteman’s commercial for 
Chesterfield over CBS. 

Whiteman will be on the air three 
times that night, all from the World's 
Fair site. 


sewing of 


Publisher members of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
ana Publishers will be given an op- 
portunity to decide whether they 
want to return to the old system of 
royalty allocation at a general meet- 
ing which is slated to be held at the 
Astor hotel tomorrow evening 
(Thursday ). 

Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, 
Preside and lead off the 
with some thoughts of 
the subject. 


wiil 
discussion 
his 


own On 


M.P.P.A.’s 64 Members 


Two more firms hav’ become mem- 
bers of the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association They are Larry 
Spier. Inc., and Green Bres. & 
Knight 


Membership roll now adds up to 64 


Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl con- 
buted three numbers to Warners 
‘Campus Cinderella.’ 








An Easy Guess 


Harry Thomas, distributor of 


the Balinese film, ‘Wajan,’ 
showing currently at the 
Gaiety, N. Y., inquired of a mu- 
sic publisher Monday (25) 
where he could get a couple 
writers to do a theme song for 
the picture titled ‘Son of a 
Witch.’ Latter, he explained, 
is the English translation fox 
tl word ‘Wajan.’ 

Thomas was told that even if 
he could induce anybody to 
write a themer h exploitation 
idea would be frustrated since 
t as very doubtful whethe 
anv network or station would 
take a chance on the clear re- 


ception of the title 











Nola Firm Sets Up Shop 


Nola Arndt, George Wiener and 
~~ 


Oscar Mala last week entered the 
publishing busine under the name 
of Nola Music Publications. First 
named in the partnership is the 
widow of Felix Arndt, who wrote 
‘Nola,’ while Malanga is a composer 

Firm’s initial publication is ‘Mia 
Cara,’ co-authored by Mrs. Arnat 


and Malanga. 


HANS GEIRINGER 


TO COME TO US. 


Paris, 


secretary 


April 16. 
of the 
of composers 
let out of the post 
occupied 48 hours after 
Not an Aryan. 

Geiringer has been headquartering 
here for many years, as fiscal agent 
for the Viennese songwriters group, 
and collections were made here by 
him, so that. a legal action he 
filed against the Austrian corpora- 
tion, under his contract, may be en- 
forced in the French courts, 


Hans 
Austrian 
authors, 
long 


anschluss., 


Geiringer, 
society and 
he 

the 


was 


has 


to 
Citl- 
interna- 


go 
seek U.S. 
are 


Geiringer will probably 
America shortly and 
zenship, His contacts 
tional, 


Music Notes 


Max Steiner, writing an original 
score for Warners ‘Crime School’ 
trailer, He also scored the picture, 


Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 


cleffed nine tunes for Shirley Tem- 
ple’s ‘Lucky Penny.’ They are ‘I 
Feel Like the Blossoms in Spring,’ 


‘Happy Little Ditty.’ ‘I'll Always Be 
Lucky With You,’ ‘In 1939,’ ‘I Love 
to Walk in the Rain,’ ‘London Bridge 
Is Falling Down,’ ‘I'm Not Myself To- 
day,’ ‘Mops and Pails’ and ‘Brass But- 
Epaulets.’ 


tons and 


Gene Raymond has written words 
and music for a new song, ‘The 
Alligator Swing.’ 


collaborated with 
and Jack Lawrence 


It All,’ 


Connie Boswell 
Peter Tinturin 


on ‘Away From 


Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
turned in ‘Could You Pass in Love?’ 
‘That All-American Swing.’ ‘This 
May Be the Night,’ ‘By a Wishing 
Well’ and ‘I've Got a Date With a 
Dream’ for Sonja Henie’s new 20th- 
Fox starrer, ‘My Lucky Star.’ 

Phil Ohman and Foster Carli: ld 
as a package job the complete 1 - 
cal score to Unive De: 5] 
Durbin'’s next starrer, ‘Cinderella,’ 
Ohman cleffed, Carling penned the 
\ { 

Lew Porter sold his ‘M e of 
Tac d J be od i | 
for use ‘Te PS I 

Milton Weil music firm, Chicago 
publ ng two ne numbet To 
Swing or Not to Swing’ by Benny 
Davis. Ted Weems and Doug Craig 

Also ‘I Betcha’ by Harry Koga 


Doug Craig and ss 





REGISTERED MAIL 
NOTICES TO PUBS 


Robbins Music Corp 
publishers 


novuneda 


generally last 
registered letter that it 


pop 
by 
Adrian 


week 
has 
Rollini under exclusive writing con- 
them 
ing anything that would invade this 
right. 

Abe Olman, gen. mgr. for Rob- 
bins, explained that publishers by 
being put on notice are barred from 
entering an ‘I-did-not-know’ defense 
in the event of a suit for interference 


LONDON’S BANDS 
PLAN ANNUAL 


EXOD 


London, April 18 


tract and warnec against do- 


Nitery and re 
already 


taurant bands are 
planning their annual ex- 
from the West End Guring t 


j 
OQUSs 


1¢ 
off-season months, from late June till 
early September 
Jack harris closes Ciro’s for two 
months, goes to Cannes and Mont 
Carlo, where Ambrose, of the Cafe 
de Paris will follow him in. Carroll 
Gibbons, of the Savoy hotel, will 
play a few weeks vaudeville. and his}; 


usual month at Deauville. Joe Jack- 


son, of the Dorchester hotel, puts 
in five weeks for indies, at the rate 
of $2.250 per week. Sunday concert 


be 
Sli- 


will 
weekly 


dancehall 
thrown in, bringing his 
pend to well over $3,000. 

Of the smaller bands, Joe Loss 
tours vaudeville for seven weeks 
mostly for GTC and Moss Empires at 
$1,500 per week. Harry Davidson 
and his Commodore band, a radio 
name, has been signed by the Lowe- 


and two sessions 


Bi 


stoft Corp. at $1,500 per for a 19- 
piece aggregation, which is biggest 
money ever paid there. Bran Mar- 
tin, Holborn restaurant, has three 


months vaudeville bookings at $1,250 
for 18 men. Lou Prager has landed 
a contract at Scarborough, the ritzy 
north of England spa, getting $1,250 
for a 14-men aggregation, 


NEW GLOSS FOR OLD 
ONES, ROBBINS’ TACTIC 


As part of Jack Robbins’ general 


hypoing of the three music firms 
under his direction, he’s going into 


| old-school exploitation and ‘material- 

hunting methods. Fertile Feist and 
Miller Music (nee Sherman-Clay) 
catalogs have a flock of standards 
which are being refurbished with 
swing arrangements and other 1938 
didoes. 

‘Diane,’ ‘Whispering,’ ‘Charmaine,’ 
i\‘Dainty Miss,’ ‘Rag Doll,’ ‘Three 
o’Clock in the Morning,’ et al., are 
getting either Galla-Rini, Larry Clin- 
ton, Adrian Rollini swing or 
instrumental arrangements. 
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rnstein-Bregman Deny Report 


Of D.D.&C. Take 


over: Much Buzz 


In Wake of M.P.P.A. Contre! Move 





+ J . 
Douglas’ Operation 
Walter Douglas, head of Don- 
aldson, Douglas & Gumble, was 


operated on for gallstones and 
gall bladder at St. Luke hos 
pital, N. Y esterday (Tue 
qaav)} 

Attend ped re rtec 
the ope ti 











Mitis’ ‘Daughter of Mlle.’ | 


Publication of ‘The D: ‘ 
viadamoiselle from 20th Cen \ 
Fox's ‘Battle of Broadway,’ has been 
turned over to Mills Music, Inc 

This Same firm publ hed the wal 
hit, ‘Hinky Dinky, Parlez Vou 
which incorporated some of the pub- 
lic domain number, ‘Madamoisell« 
from Armentieres.’ 


CROSBY KEY 
TO PUB MER 


Details of the merger of Santly 
Bros.-Joyv, Inc., and Select Music, 
Inc., and the stock allocation stem- 


ming from the new corporate setup 
were worked out at a meeting Mon- 
day (25). Propostion provides foi 
the withdrawal of Rockwell-O’ Keefe, 
Inc., from the publishing combine 
and the inclusion of Bing Crosby as 
one of the three partners. Reorgan- 
ization will be given the final legal 
going-over as soon as Crosby's ap- 
proval has been obtained, 
yesterday (Tuesday) looked quite 
certain. Latter was represented at 


which 


Monday's meeting by his brother, 
Larry. 
Under the previous arrangement 


Crosby's only interest in the publish- 
ing combine was the 25% he held in 


Select. As a result of the consoli- 
dation Crosby will be in on every- 
thing to the amount of 20°, with 
the balance split equally between 
Lester Santly and Georgie Joy. Lat- 
ter two will personally buy out 
Rockwell-O’Keefe’s share of S-B-J 


and Select. New enterprise will be 
named Santly-Joy-Select, Inc. 
Select was originally founded by 
R-O'K and _ Crosby. The Select 
catalog became part of the Santly 
setup about two and a half years 
ago. with Rockwell-O'Keefe also in- 
vesting substantially in the general 
reorganization, 
Stool, Grant Join Harms 
Jesse Stool and Gene Grant have 
joined the New York professional 
staff of Harms, Ine. 
Grant had been 


brought in from 


| the firm’s Chicago office, while Stcol 
other } 


comes from Shapiro, Bernstein & 


Co. 


Songwriters May Demand Scrutiny 


Of M.P.P.A. Books in Court Move 


Counsel for the Songwriters Pro- 
lective Association will await the 
outcome of the music ndustry 
strategy before Justice Ferd nd 
Pecora in the N. Y. supreme court 
before launching a count ittacl 
that is expected to D1 J e co O 
versy petween the t +4 to ¢ 
JILL Cilline SPA i¢ ~ 
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publishing industry While the 
ters are entitled to an audit of 
their individual publisher book 
there is nothing in the old standard 
contract form which = § makes the 
books of the APPA’s license bureau 
likewi € acceé ible 
Motion coming up today (Wed.) 
before Justice Pecora seek te 
nave two a mn brought against 
Vi VI ‘ Inc ( ( ‘ 
ound t t the ck Co 
‘ f f iitigation J ) 
( SPA '#) to ‘ ‘ 
I i" i t} i rf il 
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s —s e 
Settlement of Chester Cohn’s con- 
tract as protessional mer. of Leo 
Feist, Inc., last week was followed 
by a report that Cohn and Jaek 
Bregman, gen. meg! of the same 
firm. were working with Louis Bern- 
tein, nead of Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Ci on a deal to take ove Donald- 
Douel & Gumble Bernstein 
enied Monday (25) that he ad even 
is qd such alliance Also that 
| é yreea lo ¢ in ( } pub- 
venture t . 4 Breg- 
| ! é S r de- 
al ¢ e fre Bregmar who con- 

€ gym. of the Feist firm 
| Sale f Donaldson, Dougles & 





G ble became topic of much dis- 
( ion in the trade after the new 
| be d of the Music Publishers Pro- 
| tective Association had agreed to 
name Walt Doue) D D&G 
prez as the paid chairman of the 
MPPA as soon as he hi: disposed of 
| | publishing interests. Others cited 
| heing disposed to obtaining con- 
}irol of the Donaldson catalog, which 
I a rating of 200 availability points 
in tne American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, were 
Saul 3ornsiein, of Irving Berlin, 
Inc. and Max Dreyfus. who operrtes 
Chappell & C Crawford Musie 
Corp., and the Morlo Music Co. 
Douglas’ salary as chairman of the 
MPPA directorate would be around 
$20,000. Promised assignment and 
salary brought murmurs of revelt 
from such publishers as Lou Dia- 
mond, E. B. Marks and Sam Fox, 
but up to Monday (25) none had 
carried the opposition to the resig- 
nation stage. Jack Robbins stated 
he was going to pull out of the 
MPPA. 

Cohn, rated as one of the best 
known professional men in the busi- 
ness, had been with Feist for over 
15 years. His contract. giving him 
$300 a week, had until October, 1938, 
to go. The settlement was proposed 
and executed by Jack Robbins. 


Cohn’s settlement figure reported at 
around 35, of the contract value, 
effected through the Robbins-Metro 
lawyer, Julian T. Abeles. 


Interlocking 


Meanwhile, question is being 
asked in the trade whether the musie 
publishing industry hasn't again 
stuck out its neck by returning the 
control of the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association to the same Coe 
ferie which prevailed prior to the 
trial of the federal governmeni’s 


anti-trust action in 1935. Of the nine 
new electees to the MPPA's board 
of directors, seven are also members 
of both the directorate of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers and the latter's avail- 
ability committee. 

Interlocking directors declare that 
it was necessary that they take over 
the direction of the MPPA in order 
that important trade matters be car- 
ried out by the association. They 
also defend their return to the old 
status by recalling that the presiding 
judge at the trial hed thet 
it was not usual n the iness 
world to find 
ures of ndustry a 
the jeadership of various as 
that 

complaint 


remarked 
bu 
certain important fir- 


an ociated ith 
of lations 
enting industry. Govern- 
its had made 
much of the interlocking directorates 
as reflected by the official rosters of 
ASCAP and the MPPA. 

Publishers members of ii 
three lineups are Max Dreyfus. Saul 


Bornstein, Louis Bernstein, Walter 


repre 


ment in 


who are 


Dourles. Jack 3regrman, Gustave 
Schirmer and Walter Fischer. 
’ 
They'll Be Ready 
Hollywood, April 26 
More 1 n 200 membe! of the 
lusicians Mutual Protective ; Cla- 
t p d fro I nor contingent 
fund, are rehe ! for the opening 
‘ erd oe ot concerts and 
old J { ‘ 
Six dance re two concert ore 
enestras and t ( I bands are 
le nt ( C-1 der \ « 
( leade to be ‘ {« i f 
( cme } ne with 
the one adopte J Penney 
( cent I f ( mer 
‘ ) pe 
Abe Mever ee trie corin cf 
ore Re e of the Lime- 
‘ The ] Are Here 
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A Couast-to-Ceast Mie 
IT’S WONDERFUL 


By Stuf Smith and Mitchell Perich 
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GRENET SUES CLUB 


YUMURI FOR $5,000 


Eliseo Grenet, orchestra leader at 
| the Club Yumuri, thinks he was en- 
| titled to share in the yearly net take 





In the Groove 





Exclusive Publications, 


turning out a ‘Swingtette’ 


Scorings taken from phonograph 


| records made by Fats Waller, Duke | 


Inc., is 


series of | 
orchestrations for seven-piece bands. 


JOE CANDULLO- 





| |}of the club, and on Thursday (21) Ellington. Buster Bailey, Rex Stew- 
Break is imminent between Paul | filed suit for $5,000 against the nitery. | art, Benny Carter and others. | Brn: Lyman and Billy Rose agreed 
Whiteman and Consolidated Radio| Grenet avers the club signed him up | : nemenes | with Local 802, American Federation 


Artists. Maestro has powwowed 
with his lawyers and has also con- 
fabbed with the union, it is stated, 





to conduct the orchestra at a salary 
of $70 per week. Besides, he says, 
the manageinent promised him 10% 


Lustig Ad agency of Cleveland 
has new script labeled ‘Swing News 
Session.” Layout is weekly quar- 


| music, 


'of Musicians, to settle a $360 item 
involving Joe Candullo’s band, for 
jalleged overtime, by splitting it three 


regarding the possibilities of getting | of the profits for the year. | ter-hour of news items on orchs and wae William | Morris agency, at 
out of his CRA agreement. | He was paid his salary regularly personalities associated with swing | Lyman S suggestion, would waive its 
CRA has nothing to say on the| but, he claims, the club reneged on |commission for a week as a means 





} . | - ; ~ nf “ 
i|matter. Pass the buck to White-! the profits which he estimates at over | Offering idea to stations and of squaring a technica! tiff due to 
> et< 5 me ‘ . . . 
/man, who has the peeve. Latter is | $50,000. agencies, with merchandising an- irregular working hours involving 
also soft-pedaling the fact that there Since then the Yumuri has become gles Ravtute are patterned for in the Candullo orchestra for which 
i J - : : Sg ieee : =i : . ¢ > se 
ire differences to be ironed out. Un-/ the Club El Bongo, under new man-| sertion of live or wax music Lyman felt morally responsib 
derstood CRA’s failure to do much | agement, | a : since he sponsored bookin into the 
with the band has nettled White- Sn ee 'Casa Manana, New York, although 
man, who recently secured the ; | ( f Cj 2 (0 Lyman denies he was the musical 
Chesterfield program himself. CRA PITT S NAME BANDS a e oses, pen contractor for the Billy Rose nitery. 
has been tossing him some _ one- oe. i ° ° 0 . - ; is - 
al Four in a Row—Wayne King, After n | y; IZ Ij Candullo and Ly man’s band alter- | 
ers Three Years ’ 0 nate, the latter ‘¢ing payrolled at 
s ae " - - $2,000 a week. Candullo’s men 


Cleveland, April 26. 
Entire Cleveland Symph is being 
added to Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, | 














Pittsburgh, April 26. 
Stanley, WB deluxer, 








going on a} 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
Nitery biz here, estimated to be off 





worked originally at a $66 scale, bu 
were later upped to $80, when their 















































; 7 j ; : atrict ns . . . ‘ 4+125% from same time last year, was | schedule of working hours got to th 
| totaling 150 pieces, which Whiteman strict name band diet for the next | *ked d e aye rien Bay r sh ra pr ti f tl i. sii acide 
Ww _ Lak aides ins banele eames of |month or so. Starting Friday (29) |™arked during past week by shut- | attention of the union. 
: | : h mT } May 2. Affai -- | with Cab Calloway, house will have| tering of one club and opening of | Willie Feinberg of 802 character- 
‘iVviC v.49 € ; ¢ 7 Ss J? . © | ° le . > 9 
a bette 1 “ the C1 ~: ie Pr eet four of them in a row, with Wayne|two others. Lights out was for|ized it as an ‘honest mistake,’ but 
stagec y the Clevelanc ress, firs , os ~ me ’ : uni i 
. e § | — 7. " : iin party .,q|King, Guy Lombardo and Abe Ly-| Benny Street's ‘1214 Two new en-/|when a union rep tried to get to- 
3 | to drum up funds for free park band . : ar . orn ae seth late = a 
2 ” | concerts this summer |man following. For King, it's the|tries are Mayfair Farms and Club | gether later with Billy Rose, to re- ¥) 
“= ss Wavne King’s and Gene Krupa’s| fulfillment at long last of a contract | Esquire. ; | adjust matters, the latter was tied 4 
a zo 3 | orchestras are coming in for a ren he signed with Stanley almost three | Former is being opened Thursday | Up in court on the Fannie Brice- 
._ = a > | hour session of swing after the two- years ago and postponed at least| (28) by Mickey Alpert and Mario Edgar Allen lawsuit and another 
3 — oF |hour concert, King to double from | half a dozen times. Villani. Initial bill will feature | two and one-half weeks elapsed be- 
Lam = ° | RKO Palace here. Stunt was pro-| Nothing so far set beyond week/| either Aunt Jemima or Gloria Graf- | — an peg oe was worked out, 
. a= : av 20 : 9 nny ( s4yman avers thé se’s crack t 
Zu £2 moted by Charlie Schneider, who|°f May 20, although Benny Good- | ton. | + yom aa oe — — 
| & * om $ 2 wat | recruited 14 local bands to put on free | ™an has been hooked back for a omammen seamen freee . this that he ( — yught to 
edi = "| ratur sngageme si ny 1 Ww ‘ sinc > gets $2,000 
, 4 0 | shows on public square every day. | return engagement some time in| NN. 2k rawe Debed nings out since he g¢ : 
& - > 3 2 pe! _ | July. Harry Kalmine, zone manager Nan Blackstone Oka : | a week held no force with the union, i 
} | P . A rave ap ACC t e 
bal - v4 I 7 . ‘ ; for WB here, has abandoned nego- ( asino Delay, London since he has always bet . eee i 
7 = 3 oe 'St. Louis Stunt Climaxes | tiations with Mae West for a per- London, April 26 i= fancy "ooee € for * band. Fur- 
’ = sonal here. Couldn’t see eye to eye : “a thermore, says Lyman, he personally 
bie =F > With Tommy Dorsey Date with the lady’s 50% from. the first | Nan Blackstone opened at the Cafe | defrayed $272 weekly line charges 
a = St. Louis, April 26. | puck demands g de Paris Tuesday (19), doubling from | for two CBS broadcasts weekly from 
4 KWK and Fanchon & Marco's ie eed the Paradise Club. Did a quick re-| the Casa, and that he also person- 
rT | | 5,000 seater Fox Theatre have a tiein verse and scored after bad opening. | ally expended from $100 to $300 for 
in a search for the outstanding en-| Vinee > ~ Preem was off due to sour choice of ! gifts tis tho oblige: ymat 
= tertainer, professional or amateur, in \ incent Lopez F lans songs. She changed her entire neg tedcic gy Aig 8 ghey 
nae town. Auditions are held once each Revival of Casa, ae ¢ [routine the following night and leuester sessions. Lyman. closed 
rE % week at the theatre and the best at} Vincent Lopez, inspired anew by | Scored heavily. Will stay a fortnight, | Monday (25) at the Casa, opening 
oS y 4 each audition, in the judgment of| the Latin vogue around New York, | With options for the month of June. | May 6 at the Earle, Philadelphia, on 
— sas |Gene Kemper for the station and| is closing a deal for a revival of his Likely to be taken up. the first leg of a vaudfilm tour. 
m= s > i Kaufman for the ce gets a |Casa Lopez on Broadway for fall , ot Pe, 7-7 Pep ogee aa s 
os ' chance on the air the following p.m. | ning . ene as »me 4ondon Casino show, skedded for to- 
2 wi a -|opening. Lopez plans a supplemen- ; . , P . i 
Zz 7s 3 wa Finalist will get a week’s engage-/ tary ‘beachcombers bar’ downstairs night (Tuesday) was postponed un- Hughie Barrett's Spot — | 
“» @= r ment when Tommy Dorsey and his|for the al fresco trade. More than| Ul tomorrow (Thursday). | Tavern-on-the-Green In Central ' 
o f= W band play the theatre starting May|,q_ qdecad oa ‘ —_——__— = Park, New York, reopens April 30. 
° Ss + decade ago Lopez and Gene ‘ . , ? we 4 %s ; 
é > | 20 and also some more work at se€v- | Geiger’s Casa Lopez was a Broadway Cab Calloway still one-nighting Hughie Barrett orchestra is again 
o “ a |eral of the St. Louis Amusement | jandmark and theatring for Mills in midwest.| back on the Tavern’s terrace. 
4 ; in? : hin . er xd un. es 
& = = o + iy Reger aig hol ada un Meantime Lopez opens May 1 at! “ 
> Ml der the direction of F&M. the Casa Manana with the new Billy | = arcs —— 
& = oO EE Ee —— R ; } ] ] : 7 | 
; . = . ose variety show policy, replacing | 
ie: | TWO ‘ORIGINALS | the present show. nnn —————- = 
: : > io the present show. | $$ — 
rs = ——---- Incomers in that lineup are Lou | 
z 2 ee | Eddie Edwards Has One—LaRocca- | Holtz, Helen Morg: er ourt nnua eatre art 
| E : ‘ P - oltz, elen Morgan, Harriet Hoc: | i 
— “ ° Robinson the Other tor, Georgie Tapps, Paul Sydell and | rr 
E w ® ; ‘ie Tapps, Paul Sydell and | — —_—__—- — a ———— 
; ff 3 moO marl Spotty, Allen and Kent, the Rose’s | 
rE » é oe >» z There are two ‘Original’ Dixieland ‘Small Time Cavalcade’ of old-time | 
—i 6m Jazz Bands now in existence. One| fire-eaters, Swiss bellringers, jug- 
i ' re) of ’em, headed by Eddie Edwards, | glers, ete. Idea is for a fortnightly 
' * who is of the original Dixielanders, | change. Abe Lyman, present band 
=z oa : : : , 
~ is touring the South. | closed yesterday (Tuesday). 
~~ Nick LaRocca and J. Russel 
q Robinson, other original members of 
a the Dixieland Band, have their own | Taps Referred to AFM. 
wi recording combo around New York. | ¥ z] 
] 
@) | Executive board hearing on Taps 
. Lad me, ; aia = 
i | re de ~ . ; 
a. Na rr Su M G | | vs. Paul Small and William Morris 
. = = 3 Zarro es 0€ Uaie | office for unfair dealing on a band 
/ a : ————— | booking of Panchi vas referr ° 
' 3. ; 7 . King anchito was referred to 
- ”°% 3 v | Suit for $1,541 was filed in New | the national board of the American 
, Gece & = 2) ; York Supreme Court April 21 against | Federation of Musicians last Thurs- re r 
bed 4 =s 5 VU |; Moe Gale by Nat Nazarro for un-! day (21). / 
“ 2 = < - = | paid-unplayed contracted balance of Taps, band’s manager, was in- 
> z ? as | a combo dance-vaude tour by Chick | structed to prefer charges against 
o= Ty “ypu . © . : . ~~ . } 
> Zo 8 2 Y | Webb, Berry Bros. and Buck and/the band with the N. Y. Local 802 | SUNDAY NIGH Y | 
= 4 a <n Bubbles. : for unfair dealing and to take the} T, A | st 
S 4 4 < | Gale, manager of Webb, contracted Morris office before the National | 
Set = wu = Za —i | for others to accompany band on a. since deal was made out of town. | 
: o = = o < >» | tour booked by Consolidated Radio Morris office booked band for Ver- | 
> » 2 | Artists last December. Group was sailles, N. Y., over Taps’ head, who | 
ins » @a E = - play Shrine audies throughout allegedly started negotiations but cut | | | 
= ad 2 Michigan but pressure forced can-| Morris in for other considerations, | . i } 
_ | cellation. I. Robert Broder, counsel | Panchito is due to open June 1 at | } 
: — w | for Nazarro, seeks payment on bal-| the Versailles. 
| 2 ance of promised work. Berry Bros. ——___-—— | 
4 |and Buck and Bubbles received some ° ; 
; a 2S i some * 
1 _ Fegan amneny employment but not Calloway Off List Cut a 
: ; ‘ull amount, it is charged Richmond, Va., April 26 
; 2a ’ > argea, U, < EP yt «0, | 
T jaelibniasitediatintebltinedads WRVA pick-up of Cab Calloway’s | 
| aad ° ’ yutfit, playing e-nighter at sque | | | 
= a Duke Ellington .) Op ta “ eer cues ae eee eg gene ot Your Favorites of th St S R di | | 
cide é ist week, aed | Ss IC e C 
' = 3 © ; Duke Ellington will undergo a! second number. Went into a num- ° age, creen, acto, | 
‘ 1ernia Operation on quitting the Cot-)| ber not tk riginally appr ; ’ ’ 
‘ Sus ns a heorvety g ot | on the originally approved W 
i . on 2 ton Club early in June. Ailment is| list—and the station wasn’ : | Niteries ill Appear 
i ° =Z= > tae 1 wasn't taking | 
' = ms cs a recurrent one, having troubled him | any chances on a copyright squabble. | 
~ my ” I couple of years ago also. | Filled in with chain program. 7 | 
2 =22z After | convalescing he and _ his Calloway was brought into the |ff y | 
rev - rn) ery will take to road for theatre | Richmond Mosque for a one-nighter | 
i ~ 3 > 5 3 4 ar.d dance dates and possibly go to! by Reese DuPree, Philadelphia dance | 
| 7oO ar | Rio de Janeiro for King Wallace.| hall owner. Welcomed by about 2,000 | | 
i = 3 O a | Asking $10,000 weekly. That’s what's | payees. $1.10 fee. e | 
> w—- <u holding up deal for combo theatre- ——____—_—— 
oT) —_ > F a j ea | 
o°o2 | casino-radio work S. A. Deal al f 
z zee? rk in S. ¢ eal also BUDDY ROGERS’ BIG BIZ 
oa for N. Y. Paramount theatre fort- . 
® = > » z yn o x. é I 1eatre Lort Mason City, Ia.. April 26 | ° 
= = wi nic wae ‘ “ys ’ } l a0. } . 
~ ‘J r) 2 > =x ' night. Buddy {ogers, first name b n 0 | Tickets on Sale @ 
2 in - t . and te Ox ice 
xr gs; - : sap gst hit the Surf Ballroom this season, | 
eo ;: iene rupa in White Plains = =— aired half hour on KGLO. At the| 
Fal _ Gene Krupa orchestra plays its | baliroom nearly 2,000 piled gross of | os 
= = st ante in the New York area this | around $1,500. Highest Spring gross | 
| el rig? when it does a one-| ever recorded at tie Surf. Ballroom | 
t= gh, the Community Center,! draws its patrons chiefly from the | : 
1 te 1ains ‘ ining arr “¥ . " 
Ba noha ms We adjoining territory. Hoofers come | Proceeds for Unemployment Emergency Fund 
. * i > Wi lave a name band 80-90 miles in every direction, wad 
Olicy throughout the summer | ticularly for ithe name b: : 
er, | ticular; che name bands. ————————__ . ec neeneretnrineneeet 
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BIG BUSINESS, ORCHESTRAS 


+ ne + 
! 


Rival Orchestras Rife with Feeling (FICE |N HA] William Morris Deal Well Advanced 


_—— 


MCA. Has Plenty of Occasions for Tact—tatest| THING IF PAST For 50%, of Rockwell-OKeete Firm 


Office Vendetta Concern Dorsey, Goodman 





















































i¢ 
_ = + rs : 
° ? os 
= ene we Ellington’s Party | William Me office last week 
Diplomat role which Music Corp. Bee-u ti ful S andi Ovchest H lreonened dist ns with Rockwell 
} es : 1} ‘ 
of America must play between its CACINE ower es ave . | O' Kee In ( the purchase of a 
anking bands is being seriously - Own Staffs to Handle Duke Ellington being feted at] | major p of the latter organiza 
taxed with a blooming Benny Good- Soy rs cca. An} °F + a birt party Friday ft tioy { ng } 
isceacan Miadane te | gs ces san Francisco, April 26. Bocking, Accounts, Pub- . a | re es as reached the 
| man-Tomm orsey feud Booking I ‘ Dx e] a 29) at ( ton Clul Jew Ll ctawe here the R-O’K books have 
mother is forced to cuddle, cajole, radia edits ry ig Pee 7 zi ; rag licity and Similar Affairs ¥ St tly f the pre | een made available to the William 
cater and avert meetings. Causes ae ate ee os . Part of the f on 1! Morr f 1 : 
. fs: aia: edy crusade to subsidize just |? Others Have Special rae acmaily ‘es i auditor for perusal. Morris 
« these tiffs are various, Name one (1) dance ban ounces pecial shortwave broadcast to || office pri! nterest the entry 
similarities, style piracy, general who will not introduce *heauti- Agency Representation— England by Ellington at 4-4:30 | toc] nce with R-O’K will 
com} etitive er sega oo equally ful’ music from a ‘beautiful’ Similar Radio Setups that afternoon. i give it into the dance band business, 
Page ee nergy: raiding, spiking, room overlooking a ‘beautiful’ | wi ch the former has been trying to 
etc., are pig eat race Partly true square and played by a ‘jovial’ — } crack for the past few months. 
her big booking offices where Ste ges ee ee ¢ vs 
° of othe g booking offices where maesir« NAME SHORTAGE | HI Fisure quoted to the Morris office 
- there is temperament and jealousies D , ‘ = ’ °9 . ai 
ae Peay. ; i ! onnell, Growned by adjec- | for a 50° interest is $200,000. Re- 
we? but particularly true of MCA, . . ‘a ae | ’ e 4} , 
Ne) : he — ‘ tives afier a steady Saturday | e mainaer Ol e stock ould be split 
j Having weathered laffaire Guy mish’ . ) TI , Roc} ll. sF 
, . ENtS QiallnNg, ,u amon; Oomas J ( . W e 
Lombardo-Jan Garber and still in me 4 A modern dance orchestra is a lc c O'} aM ‘ Ny 
7 e z | . OoOrkKyv) Veet ane lV KK INl= 
the throes of the Kay Kyser-Sammy organized busine corporation witl : e 4 f : : 
" ’ , dort he three of om nstuti > 
Kave battle of grimaces, MCA is now | offirvare. department ahi by Joe Glaser, of Rockwell-O’Keefe ce ite 
ae ie , ea c = : he present R-O'’K partnership. 
faced with difficulty: of appeasing its ’ files. It’s a long skip from the old- |TeOpens the savoy ballroom, Ch 
two top names, Dorsey and Goodman time leader who kept the upper left | cago, tomorrow (Thursday) with the 
de i 4 11C j 5 | » ¢ e q yj > - "YY . 4 | © ‘ 
Denied to be publicity stunt. ‘| TELEGRAPHING A PLUG) compartment of the top dresser in| Willie Bryant band. Spot will op-| Kemp, Goodman Set 
Dorsey is piqued in E-flat because | his trunk for contracts and unan-|erate four days weekly (Thursday . N >: 
; of Goodman’s alleged attempted raids : e ;swered mail. to Sunday inclusive) and attempt For Steel I ier July 4 
i on Dorsey lineup. He is also burned Arthur Murray has signed with There are a couple of major ex- | Same mix d color stuff as Moe Gale’: Steel Pier, Atlantic City, will use 
over reports of Goodman’s refusing] Brunswick for a series of freak ceptions to the corporation set-up Harlem, N. Y enterprise. Re-| four name bands on its show for 
to precede or succeed him on dates, combo dance instruction-musical re-| which usually revolves around a/furbishing reported to have cost} Fourth of July week-end (July 2, 3, 
location and otherwise, demanding cordings. Idea is to platter various| personal general manager and a tie- | $90,000. 4).. Set so far are Hal Kemp and 
improvements over Dorsey’s take. types of dance music on one side of|in with one of the band booking of-| Helen Oakley left New York ear-| Benny Goodman. 
.: P ae © on if) WS cnmiiaee : * ‘ re 2 » 3 . . ‘ : 4 : . 
Situation has and is causing Dorsey | the disc. with Murrav’s oral instruc-| fices that deduct commish. But sur-| lier in the week to prepare preem. Layout of acts not yet lined up. 
ee : > " = : _ . | . . . ‘ ” . . Tr a 
plenty of headaches with his per-|tjon to musieal timing on the other. | vey points to 30 of country’s ace Chick Webb was first considered for| Bobby Breen and Three Stooges 
sonnel, it is reported. Murray has designed a new hop,| crews as in that classification. Om-|the date, but couldn’t make it. Spot] (Howard, Fine and Howard) are 
ae based on the song, ‘Hippa-Hoo,’ by | niprsent shortage of namers will have a CBS wire. sought to top. 














by Postal Telegraph Co. to relay! booking office, without which band: 





OLSEN’S ROADHOUSE Anna Case Mackay, which was used | strengthens happy combo of both | _ 












































Ethel Shutta Back with Band This | Easter greetings. New jig will retain | cannot exist, and the personal touch 7se?verttT FT 
Summer—Olsen Joins Decca song's title. | which is increasingly needed 
eigen il ; war All of following have booking | 
i George Olsen is recording for ’ . | Al ot which pi ret refusal - 
| Decca under a new pact signed with Krupa $s a Corporation acceptance and other qualifications | 
Jack Kapp. Olsen was last a Victor Albany, N. Y., April 26. } on dates to suit band or its manage- | presents 
rig iM olin ye area selection Gene Krupa, Inc., has been char- ment. Listing includes such names | 
ot lunes n B . an 7 , 
apg = er tered by Secretarv of State to con-|aS Rudy Vallee, Paul Whiteman and | , y my ~ 
palaestro will reunite with his wife, | duct a theatrical business, with a|Fred Waring (three richest and old- | Who Are We To Say 
tn enuita, this Tr < | Te, . “7 | v 
] eo I: ¥ ’ sng sll eel ; capital stock of 200 shares, no par | est), Clyde McCoy, Clyde Lucas, S| I O TI M 
40D “wagee rt — tag ig east ment. | value. Harrv J. Gluskin. atte rney in Fats Waller, Russ Morgan, Emil oOnadows n ie JvYioon 
Currently, Miss Shutta is touring the . 
H = 4. i ¥ : 0] = “a 1 } the inc rporation pr ceedings. Coleman, Richard Himber, Abe Ly- By Siqmund Romberg and Gus Kahn ; : ; 
reg oe tels s« Kc and C Cal 1S on ; l€ it attain ot aatnenedion td Irving | man, Andy Kirk, Louis Armstrong, From the MGM pictare “The Girl of the Golden VW est” 
20Ovao] } ) _ ] Ts -Orp alion a ing | 
‘ a * / yond ae ‘th in ana ok E. Chezar, Glad WwW tner and Mil Mal Hallett, Jimmy Lunceford, Ben | 
' tween co-managing the Internationz “0 Zé aGys Wintner @na “| Re : nena A in | . , 
Casino, of which he’s part owner dred Sharfstein. | Be rmie, Horace Heidt, Will Osborne, | The Sensational Mexican W altz Song 
ee , : | Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway, and | rr. T)- 'T 
until recently Ina Ray Hutton and | ; Li-l i- lin 
| . | , 7 
8 1) " | Lucky Millinde r from same office: | Masic and Spanish Lyric Ly Meria Grever 
re) y bowwenaid > i oo eo English Lyric by Raymond Leveen 
erigan, a emp, slen Gray’s 
DB Casa Loma, Chick Webb, Ozzie Nel- Seamy Dorsey's Geend Tune 
son, Fletcher Henderson, Earl Hines, ‘ 0 aS ig 
Leo Reisman, Don Bestor, Henry I It s The Dreamer In Me 
en ie Busse, Eddie Duchin, George Hall, Mh By Jimmy Dorsey and Jimmy Van Heusen 
ALWAYS FOLLOW A LUCKY STREAK! Kay Kyser, Bob Crosby, and until 
} nie recently Vincent Lopez. All have : ° : 
New Hits from the HOUSE OF HITS lasted and still high. i A typical Donaldson rhythmic novelty 
, li) ’ j Py 
“* © © © » @ There is another category of those iH Why d Ya Make Me Fall In Love 
. who have special representation and | ' By Walter Donaldson 
You'll Be Reminded Of Me consideration within the booking of- ° 
fice via connection or control of an | 
By George Jessel-Jack Meskill and Ted Shapiro officer or individual booker a la | A Great Tune with a sock lyric 
' FROM THE RKO-RADIO Picture to : ce r Ted | a "4 * b. 
ss . , Benny Goodman, until recently Ted | hat Feeling Is Gone 
i ViVACIOUS LADY,” starring Ginger Rogers Lewis, Count Basie, et al., who have vric by Walter Hirsch 
ss se & & &@ & & an edge via inside office connections. Mists & i. a (Babe) Wallace 
| Nick Kenny’s “Overnight Smash” | Also io be included in success listing " st at ioe . 
i and having own setups are radio 
. | ) , . " | ny , ¢ 
| C th d } | Th Pp | bands Peter Van Steeden, Al Good- | Barke and Teslie’s new Hit Song ul 
| | a € ra n e Ines | man, Victor Young and George Stoll, | ! C 7 J ait Wiil ~~ mehody I Ise 
| s+ + + & & & j}all of whom operate on own Office | Homew “. py P a a be ag Hi" “2 9 ; “ 
| From RADIO CITY REVELS—Score by Magidson & Wrobel wv — : | et a a PS ee ee 
i The Number One x00ker does not control anc 
, GOODNIGHT ANGEL Song Hit j}cannot dictate to bands, latter thus An Old Straw Hat 
i ’ | holds life in its own mitts via per- | d ; : 
: THERE S A NEW MOON OVER THE OLD MILL | sonal selection of arrangers. pe rson- By Mack Gordon and Hlarry Revel 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture 
“Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm” 


° > + ” * > ” 


The Best Novelty Song of the Year 


nel and song selections to be played 
(important to band building). They 
are also freer from talent raids, of- 


Do Ye Ken John Peel ? fice farming practices of lifting men Always And Always 
* * * * * * * 


from small groups to build better 


| established crews and le iprect te . By Bob Weight, Chet Forrest and Fdu ard Ward 


From the MGM picture “Mannequin” 


’ ° ° u } »fTs 
And Eight Songs from Walt Disney's | brushoffs. 
One of more important items i: 


eSNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS fact that leaders can stick to their ‘ 
- - stick and music and thu mprove Pr 
ores since biz matters are in hand 20 tid ine 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 





























of another Latter bicke ove 
dough d date ( ( f 1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK 
. : 2 a a 2 2 s s ‘ ‘ s 2 
’ “Bede na keeps t on ‘ é } 
. : i( t ied on 1 U +) 














No. 1 TORCH SONG A TERRIFIC BALLAD BY RAY NOBLE No.1 RHYTHM BALLAD 


meee a> | | HADN'T ANYONE TILL YOU | “ss.” 


ABC MUSIC CORPORATION @ 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY @ FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mgr. 
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VARIETY 


_VAUDE-NITE CLUBS 





Nitery Reviews 


THE ONYX, N. Y. 


nail his 
back at tle 


Stuff Smith 
gin’ vipers are 
which rightfully bills itself 
cradle of swing. This 52d 
swingo has cavalcaded the 6 Spirits 


Onyx 
‘the 


street 


x9¢ Rhythm, Art Tatum, Riley a: id 
Farley (The Music Goes ‘Round and 
Round,’ remember”), Maxine (‘Loch 
Lomond’) Sullivan, and now has 
Smith back again. Smith's stuff is 
there and plenty mellow for the alli- 
yators, the comoo comprising Jor an 
Jones. Cozy Cole, Clyde Hart, Mack 
Walker and Bobby Bennett 

The jitterinss react to J ve He 
bock’s asylum of solid sende1 ; in 
usual manner, and to greater 0.0 
now that the minimum tariff is $2 
instead of $1.50; $2.50 on w ae} ends. 

Smith and his cats work hard and 
often. with 15-minute tntermission 
which just about right. Jones on 
the horn seems somehow unde: 
wraps. not doing those ingratiating 


as in the past. Cole, 
usual solid Jack- 


Jouble numbers 
at ~ drums, is per 


son with the percussions. 

~ ani an academic viewpoint, the 
Onyx anew brings up the observa- 
tion that swing is perhaps the great- 
est common denominator for equal- 
izing the races. Theres no color 
line with the alligators, and in truth 


the topmost killer-dillers are from 
Harlem, transplanted to the 52d 
street environment And perhaps 


the most appreciative 
stitutes the professional musiClans as 
a class. 
Mammy’s Chicken Farm 
Right next door to the Onyx 1s 
Will Rockwell's Mammy’s Chicken 
Farm. It has no mammy, and it isn’t 
a farm. but it does feature chicken, 
although what they really come fo! 
are two expert exponents of swing, 
Bob Howard and Gladys Palmer. 


Latter is renowned for he ‘Trees’ 
swingo, and Howard is a WHN 
standard with hiv Walleresque may- 


Yoward’'s 
Daniels, also a 
and possessed 


Abel. 


heming of the keyboard. 
vocal aide is Billy 
WHN builder-upper, 
of a fine voice. 


Jack White’s 18, N. Y. 


Jack White, Pat Harrington. Jerru 
Blanchard, Jerry Kruger, Prof. R. E 


Lee. 


Jack White, No. 
No. 1 52d street funster, is now 50 
partner of his Chez Blanc, as the in- 
siders affectionately label his mad- 
cap factory of furious fol-de-rol. This 
spot has been packin’ ’em in right 
ilong, headed by a truly unique 
comedian, whose style merits an 
even wider recognition. He’s not 
too insidey and smart, because he is 
of the same zany pattern as Jimmy 


1 Giants fan and 





‘T'se A-Mug- | 


audience con- | 


;or 


j;couple but 





Bell's 
Hawaiian 
Follies 


Apr. 27—Vox Alden-Globe, Ariz. 
Apr. 28—Tlox, Aris. 
Apr. 29 to May 2—Fox, 
Ariz, 


Mgt. BOB HICKS PAGE 
Sid-tist Avenue 
ALTOONA, PA. 


Tucson, 


Phoentx, 











closed-door boite of pre-repeal that 
immortalizes him with the bunch 
that’s been around New York for 
some vears. and he’s surefire to those 
who glom him for the first time. 

Pat Harrington, of course, 1S 
White’s alter ego, with a rapid-fire, 





fast-talking routine of quip and take, 
ind an ad lib style that’s unique only 
with the seasoned performe! 

[The rest are not exactly stage- 
wait but merely serve as foils fot 
W ; and Harrington’s energetic 
tvle of funsterir Jerry Blanchard, 
J¢ y Krueger, an anonymous SIS- 
ter act. an ad lib bunch of cats in 
t background, who whip up some 
nifty dansapation, and the rest of 
the crew. Not forgetting the peudo- 
Prof. R. E. Lee, an okay stooge 

Cafe society, so-called, has a flock 
of well upholstered spots in which 
to park the bodies, but Jack White's 
Club 18 is Unique in itself Abel. 


ROYALE FROLICS 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, April 29. 
Tomack & Reis Bros., Doll 
Dawn & Darrow, DeLong Sis- 
Maxine & Clayton, Jack Hil- 

Mark Fishe orch 


Sid 
Kay, 
ters, 
liard, rs 


One of the old-time standby cafes 


in Chicago, this nitery continues 
nlaying to a steady and loyal patron- 
age, with plenty of good, solid en- 


tertainment 

production. 
Dolly Kay back here and 
strong fave with her excellent pipes 
and salesmanship having the custom- 


No skimping on show 


ers shouting for more. 

Two acrobatic acts are good. Max- 
ine and Clayton, man and woman 
team, work well and do best with 
head balancing. DeLong Sisters de- 
pend mostly on_ tumbling. Make 
g00d appearance. Dawn and Dar- 
row are nice looking ballroom 


need a couple of ball- 


room tricks. Strive for too much 
romantic effect, but otherwise good 
on dansapation. 

Tomack & Reis Bros. are fave 


comedians in this spot. Have plenty 


of special lyrics that fit in a nite 
club Singers are Jack Hilliard, 
okay, and Mark Fisher. who also 
leads the orchestra. Fisher can al- 
wavs be depended upon for solid 
vocalizing, having a_ considerable 
background as m.c. and singer in 
theatres He rates as a name in 
these parts and delivers also as a 
music leader Gold. 


UNION PUBLICLY 


PLUGS RKO VAUDE .."™ 


Boston, April 26. 

RKO Theatres and Charles W. 
Koerner, New England division chief, 
were publicly congratulated in all 
six local papers last week by three 
theatrical union locals for maintain- 
ing vaude in Boston. 

The friendly backslap, dented the 
joint union treasuries about $275, 


Roger Pryor’s band, which folded 
at Frisco’s Hotel St. Francis Monday 
(18), is set for Seattle, May 5 and 6. 
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GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 
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still a} 


cessfully 


New 
' 
| Rogers. 


| comer 


| Di Giovanni 


|H Ippy 


| the 


New Acts 


DIXIE DUNBAR 
And Tommy Wonder 





Dancing, Songs 


(Durante in miming, and the Schnoz | 10 Mins. 
he lane since won a wider audience. | Keith Memorial, Boston 

White, paradoxically, remains what|. Even though long absent from 
is today’s sole heritage of the fast) yaude, Dixie Dunbar’s film buildup 
and funny school of speakeasy in-! provided her with a ready-made re- 
sanities. There's a nostalgia for the! ception committee when she opened 


here. Laying off the blah, except for 
a mention that it’s nice to work for 


a live audience, Miss Dunbar gives 
‘em entertainment in the song-and- 
dance department, which is her most 
valuable stock in trade. 

Tommy Wonder, an accomplished 
voungster, is a perfect partner as to 
ize, good looks and hoofing ability. 
Thev vocal ‘Double Dare You’ togeth- 
. th 1 lance it Rach loe i lo 
tap 1 nbe ind M Dunba in 
add yn. vocals ‘You're an Education 
and handles the m.c. end of the act 
capably 

Miss Dunbar’s personality project 
I ke a million ind she frame it 
beautifully with simple but striking 
c stuming Rated either as a per® 
son: pearance or a new vauide o1 
“ery “4 it’s a winner. Fox 
JOSEPHINE STARR 
Sonrs 
5 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 

Nine-vear-old youngster George 

Jessel has been bringing along on his 


Sunday ni 
many a 
owning Not 


has a v 
wouldn’t mind 
n alls known that 
she’s a Filipino child and first ap- 
pearance of copper-colored tot is 
something of a surprise. 
the pipes, 
hers. Miss 
most difficult oper- 
never falters, hitting 
note and bringing ’em 
almost perfect pitch. For 
she does ‘Italian Street 
‘Naughty Marietta’ and 
with his eyes. closed 
wear it was being done by 
woman three times tiny Miss 
age. Just to show her ver- 
satility, kid takes a fling at the piano 
for a finish and knocks out a classic 
with all the ease in the world. 
Unusually mite 
like a pushover for bigge1 
the future, chiefly on 
or radio. Definitely 
teristics might be 
as the screen 


mht air show ice | 
i\ 


Met ad 


Once she 
ever, the 
goes in for the 
atic arias and 
every high 
home with 
an encore, 
Song’ from 
somebody 
would s 
young 
Starr’s 


opens 
mob is 


how- 
Starr 


a 


talented looks 
things in 
concert stage 
racial charac- 
a drawback as far 
is concerned, however. 
Cohen. 


JUANITA AND HER CHAMPIONS 
(4) 


Roller Skating 
4 Mins; Fall 
State, N. Y. 

A crack act comprising four 
young, blonde women in fast and 
difficult roller skating routines. Not 
only an excellent bet for theatres. 
but shapes as highly desirable for 

tery floors 

four girls work on a small 
doing pirouettes, whirls, carry- 
ing stunts, etc... in the manner per- 
tormed by men of both muscle and 
skill. Girls make a nice appearance 


and perform with unusual speed as 
well as grace. Char. 


Saranac Lake | 


By Happy Benway 





Mrs. Fred Essingler, 
Schlaf, of Westchester, N. Y.. Will 
Rogersing and ogling the master 
come-backer, Fred Essingle: 
Wilbur operated on suc- 
by Dr. Wariner Woodruff. 

Henry (Richmond, 


Mrs. Robert 


Irving 


Ditto for 
Weunch, 


Edith Lemlick, 
Broadway rounds 


York vacash, 


Va.) 


the 
short 


Will 


made 
on a 


back at the 


who 


while 


Johnny 


Jones, formerly. of 
Three 


Aces, skating act, is a 
at the Will Rogers. 
Isabelle Rook okay 


Bob Burke’s first pneumothorax 
needling a big success. He's a song 
writer. 


the 
new- 


after op. 


While ozoning here, little Johnny 
, of New Jersey. has de- 
veloped a three color process for 
pictures. It’s on the way to a Wash- 
ington patent. 

The 
day 


Actors Colony 
Visitors. 


had manv holi- 
This makes the curing 


| easier, 


Jake Bernstein, 
Meyer, Barney Hazen, Bert 
Shorty Jackson, Chas H. Cole, 
of Rochester, N. Y., never miss 
chance to make it worth while 
for us in the Actors Colony. All 
are members of the International 
Alliance Theatrical Em- 
ployees Union, 


Eddie Sharkey, 
Caley. 
all 


of Stage 
Mrs. 
Al 
the 
Dr. 
Plank 


to thank 
Jerry Vogel, 


This column wishes 
‘Mother’ Morris, 
(Minstrel) Tint, William Nelson, 
inmates of the Will Rogers, 
| George Wilson and Dr. Rudy 
for holiday greetings 

| Write 
Saranac 


te those you know 
and elsewhere who are iil. 


| and plenty 





|e 15 YEARS AGO e Cleve. Law Hits 





(From Vanity and Clipper) 





Cosmetic concern extended Ru- 
dolph Valentino’s dance tour 10] 
weeks. Show had been picking up. 


Eddie Leonard topped the N. Y. 
Palace. Spent most of the act on} 
'hokum about how he loved his old 
friends and how they loved him, 
it got the crowd and he 
cores. Pretty crude stuff, 
surefire, 


Mae West was back at the Colonial 
vith Harry Richman at the piano. 
He had tried out a single act a couple 
f ‘ | ] hist > rol 
oO weeks previously pu vent DAaACK 


; 


o the plano 


Bill Robinson, who had tried out 
it the Fifth Ave., was at the Colonial 
with his turn in big time shape, Has 
been that way ever since 

Harry Langdon had a new act at 
the Palace, Chicago. Scene in a for- 
mer saloon, now a dry goods shop, 


ith the former patrons buying each 


ther ties and hankies by way of 
trea Got over nicely, but did not 
last 

Four Chicago dance halls playing 
to as many as 30.000 persons on good 


nights 


nothing 


Hurting vaude, but there was 
to be done about it 


Brook Johns, playing his banjo to 
Ann Pennington’'s dancing, broke one 


of his strings during the act at ‘Jack 
and Jill’ at the Globe, N. Y. Told 
the orch to stop playing while he 
left the stage to fix the string. leav- 
ing the dancer flat. She followed 
him into the wings where she was 
oo to have pasted him one. 
Then she went back and finished the 


+ hota sans Johns, 


Raymond C. Schindler 


and Peter 


Michaelson brought over about 90 
of the Oberammergau Passion Play 
cast for an exhibition. Cast were to 
ply their usual trades and sell their 
products. Rest of the exhibit was 
some of the props. A brodie that 
never got started. 


sting Co 
held to be 
royalty trouble. 


British Broadca 
it. License 
of 


up against 
illegal 


fees 


State theatre taxes were 
dockets 14 legislatures, 
ally all fought down. 


the 
Practic- 


on 
of 


National C 
Salesmen 
benefits 
railroads 


ouncil 
planning 
to gain 
on the 


of Travelling 
Sunday night 
funds to fight the 
mileage question. 


Counted on theatre support because | 


traveling companies would profit. 





Al Reeves decided to quit burles- | 


que and rented his wheel franchise 
to Barney Cerard. 





Producing managers, picture thea- 
tre owners and radio cos. planning to 
unite in a fight against American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Never did much, 


AFA Asks Dismissal 
Of NVA’s $250,000 Suit 


National Variety 
libel action against 
Federation of 
swered April 25 when 
for a dismissal on 
sufficient evidence. 


Artists’ 
the 
Actors 


$250.000 
American 
was”) an- 
AFA asked 
grounds of in- 
Argument was 


postponed until tomorrow (Thurs- 
| day) in N. Y. supreme court. 
At the same time the NVA was 


thrown into internal dissension over 
proposed curtailment of president 
Louis Handin’s powers. Dissenters 
want to limit his committee naming 


privileges. Started when he dis- 
missed Joe Verdi from house com- 
mittee. Objection to relation with 


Peony’s (Professional Entertainers of 


New ‘York) also caused part of 
rucus. Both matters are to be taken 
up at general membership meet on 
May 15. Handin will abide by the 
proposed amendments if voted for. 
AFA has labeled the NVA suit a 
publicity stunt, stating that. when 
the trial gets to the court stage all 
the dirty linen of former days con- 
cerning the NVA will be aired. 





Wednesday, April : 27, a 


——— 


Nitery Loophole 


~ On Music tons 


but | 
got the en-| 
but it was 


Cleveland, April 2 
Smaller niteries, that have i 
using strollers, automatic phono- 
graphs or non-union orchestras only 
on weekends to cut expenses, are 
finally getting socked by a stric 
music ordinance as result of in, 


gation by Charles H. Bringman. in- 
spector of music halls 

Bringman discovered that present 
ordinance, which requires city p 
mits at spots dispensing music be- 
tween 10 p.m. and 8 am., gave the 
bandless bistros a loophole Spo 
have been taking advantage oft 
by refusing to buy $10 annual per- 
mits and by breaking all rules the 
licensed places must observe. 

Night Club Owners’ Assn., which 
has to pay plenty for licenses, is 
also behind the drive to make the 
so-called wildcat cafes get in line. 
Revised law pushed by Bringman 
will hit 512 cafes, nabe stubes and 
beer parlors that have been dodgi 
licenses Besides increasing city 
revenue more than $6,000 annually 
by embracing all places’ having 
music, safety director Eliot Ness 
aims for more uniform enforce- 
meat.’ 

Insiders interpret this cover-all 
phrase as meaning that the chisel- 
joints will have to clean up or else. 
As soon as all are licensed, Ness 
plans to start a check on spots fore- 
ing entertainers to double as host- 
esses, which is grounds for revoca- 
tion, 


{ Martinez-Gil Bros. 
Due from S. A. Vaude 


The Four Martinez-Gil Brothers, 
Mexican singers and instrumental- 
ists, are sathing back to New York 
after a tour of South American the- 
atres Mary L. Shank handles the 
act in New York. 

In S. A., the quartet played the 
Argentine, Chile and Peru. 


U. S. Sleuthing Niteries 


The Internal 
lz thing ; delinquent 
launching a_ delinquent 
against the Broadway 

Niteries are not kicking in as they 
should on Federal 3 tax, accord- 
ing to U. S. sleuths. 


Revenue Dept. is 
tax drive 


cabarets. 


Nat Melcheia Better 


Nat Kalcheim, head of the vaude 
booking dept. of the William Morris 
office, recovering nicely at Phy- 
sician’s hospital, New York. 

He underwent an operation 
appendicitis last week. 


for 








~SALE- 


100 
EVENING GOWNS 
REDUCED TO 
$10.95 and $15.95 


Formerly 


$49.50 to $89.50 


LILY HEFFERMAN 


622 North Michigan Avenue 
CHICAGO 











WANTED—One week's work at 
the Fox Theatre, Detroit, be- 


fore sailing for Australia Aug. 
30. 


“WHITEY' ROBERTS 


c/o RKO BOSTON 
Boston, Mass. 











BILLY BISSETT 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














Direction: 





MYRON PEARL and CO. 


VIENNESE DANCE ECHOES 


THIS WEEK ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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Veloz and Yolanda Draw Capacity 
In N. Y. Ballroom Concert Debut 


Chiefly as an exploitation propo- 
sition, Veloz and Yolanda, ballroom- 
ologists, who recently closed at the 
Hotel Plaza’s (N. Y.) Persian Room, 
gave a dance recital at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., Sunday night (24). It 
drew a capacity crowd. Assisting 
was Pancho and his Orchestra, from 
the Persian Room, and the sole sub- 
item was One accordion specialty by 
Jerry Shelton, who played Debussy’s 


‘Afternoon of a Faun’ and Rimsky- 
Korsakoft’s ‘Flight of the Bumble- 
pee,’ and clicked big. 


But it was otherwise a 100% 
and Yolanda _ proposition 
ballroom dances, 
cause it was a 
S. Hurok management whether that 
might tire as an entire evening’s 
divertissement. At $2.75 top, run- 
ning from 9 until 10:30, it was an- 
swered by the fact they 
for more and, after an extra encore 
of the ‘Tango Yolanda’ (composed 
by Frank Veloz), the latter had to 
beg off. 

As a Carnegie Hall event. it 
freak only in that it’s the first 
a straight ballroom team has 
essayed anything like that. Terp 
recitals otherwise are no strangers to 
the sacred precincts of this edifice of 
the arts, although along more clas- 
sical lines. On the other hand, after 
Whiteman, Grofe and Benny Goca- 
man, the Carnegie Hall attaches can 
expect anything. 

Back of it all, 
manly move by 
room team to 
exploitation hypo. 
tour, anything with ¢ 
gives the ballyhoo 
point up. 

Veloz and Yolanda 
of the pop terps, but with showman- 
ship angles. Instead of merely doing 
a shag or apple, their usage of S. R. 
Henry's ‘By Hcck’ tune, to trace the 
entymology of the bucolic flavor now 


Veloz 
strictly 
in itself unique be- 


was a 
time 
eve! 


show- 
topflight ball- 
1emselves a little 
Going out on 
Carnegie flavor 
boys something to 


however, is a 
this 
give tl 


run the gamut 


manifested in the present-day big 
apple, well sets that off. There's 
also the yesteryear maxixe, the 


dancing lesson, a couple of fast num- 
bers to old tunes such as ‘Darktown 
Strutters Ball’ and ‘Alexander's Rag- 
iime Band,’ plus of course the svelte 
@nd_ suave 
waltzes for which they're noted. 
Several of the numbers are culled 
from the team’s film efforts such as 
‘Champagne Waltz, ‘Many Happy 
Returns’ and ‘Under the Pampas 
Moon.’ The Veolanda is another self- 
creation, along lighter lines, 
Pancho’s usually competent dansa- 


tangos, rhumbas and 


pation alternated the sequence of 
the numbers, earning salvos on their 
own for the smooth symphonized 
Se Abel. 


21 CLUB, PHILLY, 
WINS ROUND 1 
FROM N. Y. 


Philadelphia, 

New York's 21 Club was refused 
preliminary injunction in federal 
district court here this week in its 
suit to prevent nitery here from 
using the same moniker. Judge Oli- 
ver B. Dickinson denied the petition, 
which claimed the Gotham cate was 
first to use the name, and thus has 
sole right to it. 

Attcrneys for Philadelphia's 21 
maintained they have a right to the 
tag, as it’s only a contraction of their 
address, 1221 Locust street. 
contended that, by allowing its use 
in pictures, New York’s 
sole right. Final hearing 
tition will be held 
guest of N. Y. outfit 
damages. 

Boo Boo Hoff, whe bought into 21 
here recently, Jeft the parinersniy 
during the past week. His share 
was repurchased by the original 
partners, Biff Beifel and Harry 
Much of the help that was employea 
before Hofl’s entrance 
was rehired, 


April 26. 


on the pe- 
Jater, with re- 
for £50,000 


ints 
also 


JANE PICKENS’ VAUDE 


Jane Pickens is booked for a wee 


at Loew's State, N. Y., opt 
May 12. 
Singer rejoins Ben Fernie’s U. & 


Tire radio program when she winds 


up her p.a. tour. 





moot question by the | 





| which 


| day 


; jthe T. D. Kempt-Paramount 
clamored | 


| followed on May 20 witha 





NIX ‘HOTEL’ INJUNCTION 


VS. WB: JUNE TRIAL SET. 


| York, 
| before proceeding, 


Move for temporary {fnjunction 
against Warners’ ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
film by Harry Howard, producer of | 
vaude unit of same label, 


in New York supreme court by 
Judge Ferdinand Pecora April 21. 
Court said that the facts presented 


did not warrant such drastic 
without trial. Matter 
for trial sometime in 


remedy 


June, accord- 


ing to I. Robert Broder, counsel] fo1 
plaintiff. 


Howard is suing for an injunction 
and accounting on film’s profits 
claiming film is hurting his chances 
with the unit. ‘Hotel’ is now playing 


the south. 


through 


B&K NAMES 
INTO Chil 


April 26. 
booking 
Katz, has 


Chicago, 

Louis Lipstone, 
for Balaban & 
the heaviest headline 1 
cuit has booked in 
vaude spots, 

Leads off with Sophie Tucker May 
6, followed by Abe Lyman’s orches- 
tra May 13, Gene Raymond May 20, 
Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra on a two- 
weeker starting May 27, George Jes- 
sel June 10 and Chick Webb's 
orchestra June 17. Rudy Vallee’s 
orchestra is due July 29, with Eddy 
Duchin’s orchestra tentatively booked 
for week immediately following en- 
gagement at Empire Room of the 
Palmer House. 

While most of the acts are booked 
for the Chicago, they may be shifted 
to the Oriental. Set for the latter i: 
Cliff Edwards for week of May 13, 
‘Battle of 
Swing’ between Ernest Hawkins and 
Ray Gordon bands, plus Stepin 
Fetchit. 


B’way H’wood Sells Its 
Furniture for $11,000 


Furnishings of the A. & U. Corp., 
which operated the Hollywood Res- 
taurant, N. Y. nitery, were sold to 
Oscar Epstein, auctioneer, last week 
(22) for $11,000. Deal was closed by 
Edwin M. Slote, who represented the 
creditors, Negotiations to lease the 
premises to Joseph Becker, former 
Detroit nitery operator, have struck 
a snag and the Central Hanover 
Bank, trustee for the Juilliard estate, 
controls the property, was 


manager 
lined up 
alent the cir- 
months for loop 


| Wardrobe Attendants 


| 
! 
| 
| 


Pian N. Y. Hotel Drive 
After mid-May nominations for 
June elections, the Theatrical Ward- 
robe Attendants Union, local 16770. 
will start its drive to line up New 
York hotel niteries and private the- | 
atrical maids. Drive was email 


| following meet on April 1%, 


“= Mort Haris, 


is now skedded | 


time | 


TUCKER T0 LEAD 


| been dropping off during 


negotiating early this week with in- | 


other prospective tenant. 

An offer of $250 for the Holly- 
wood’s name will be considered to- 
Examination of the Moss 
brothers, who operated the spot, was 
continued yesterday (26) by Sloite. 

Attorneys for creditors of the 
BMO Corp., operators of Interna- 
tional Casino, N. Y., are working on 
a reorganization plan which is ex- 
pected to be ready early in May. 
Plan will be submitted to Federal 
Judge Patterson around May 11. All 


(27). 


creditors have not yet been seen, but 
reorganization plan is presently be- | 


Also | 


21 gave up | 


ing worked on. Zalkin & Cohen, 
attorneys. 
Federal Judge Robert P. Patterson 
esterday (Tuesday) signed an ordei 
nuing the pres 
Internatic 





ent management 


Ut 


n control of the nal unt 


May 18. Court also authorized the 
corporation to borrow up tl $10, 00 
for additional expenditure Credit 
ors have been notified to file 


claims by May 16. 


Dave Apollon to Sail 


_Abroad for New Acts 
nex 


Da Apollon goes abr t 
ai to spend several mont 
couting for novelty acts to be n- 


Recently w aude 
Ap lon 3 now 1n New 


some shorts with his 
ners. 


inding up a Vv 
York, mak 


band for Wéer- 


Union wants to get decks cleared | 
before it starts new activities an a | 
is waiting for conclusion of its _an- | 
nual ball at the Center hotel, New | 
May 1 and the nominations 
A drive is also 
planned for other niteries, toc 


Killed in Coast 
Auto Accident ' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Hollywood, 


April 26. | 
Mort Harris, 44, 


former WHN pro- 


juction head in New York, and | 
brought here three months ago by | 
L. K. Sidney to script the Metro | 
‘Good News’ airshow, was _ killed | 
April 24 when his car plunged off 


it 


he Ridge route north 

His wife and Mr. 
Ozier were se injured in the 
accident caused by Harris’ car hit- 
ting another and rolling 300 feet over 
a steep embankment. 

Before turning tc radio he was a 
songwriter and for several years 
stage producer of the Capitol] theatre 
on Broadway. At one time he was 
Coast head for Waierson, Berlin & 
Snyder, 


of Los Angeles. 
and Mrs. Powell 


riously 


MORE ‘SNOW WHITE’ 
MARIONETTES BOOKED 


char- 
Seven 


Marionette shows using the 
acters of ‘Snow White and the 
Dwarfs’ are being offered to small | 
picture houses in the east, with the | 
idea of cashing in on small-town an- 
ticipation of Disney’s cartoon before 
it hits the whistle stops. Shows are 
put out by Jack Goldberg, George 
(Ala 1) Florida and Beppo’s ma- 
rionette troupes. 

One unit opened in eastern Penn- 
cylvania last week and another plays | 
the Warburton theatre, Yonkers, | 
N. Y., this Friday and Saturday (29- | 
30). Shows are of 40 mins. duration | 
and are handled by three operators. 


Yacht Club, Chi, Folds 


Chicago, April 26. 

nitery here, closed 
Saturday (23). Had 
the past 
few months, with the genera! 
word-of-mouth among the Chica- 
goans expressing dissatisfaction with 
the acts and shows. 

Figured to reopen shortly, with an 
indicated sharp revision in the style 
and bookings. 


bam«s 


Yacht Club. 


suddenly on 





| 





| Bailey, 


| nounced they intended to 


| bonds for 


;of America. 
lo ganization-conscious 
|including Equity agents and the co- 
|} operating Entertainment Managers’ 


land 


| the 


VAUDE-—NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 





. Y. Booking Group and AFA Team 
To Fight Against Chiseling Agents 





‘ARK. CAFE OP KILLED 


—* 


! 
( 


Fniertainment Managers’ 


club-date bookers) in New 


ASsn. 
York 


IN GUN MELEE; 2 HURT} r« come up with a plan to combat 


St. Louis, 
Luther Burton, 30, 
Blythesville, Ark., 
hours after being 
another nitery 
week in the latter’s place in Car 
| Seer ee, Mo. During the shootin; 
in which a shotgun was used, Hubert 
Utley, another nitery 
his employee, Bond C 
injured. Utley was taken to a Mem- 
phis, Tenn., hospital and Campbe 
escaped with a minor scalp wound 
Bailey, according to Deputy Sher- 
iff Smith, of Caruthersville, to wh 
he surrendered, said the shooting cc- 
curred after Burton, Utley 
Campbell invaded his club and 
‘take over 
Bailey furnished $13.000 
his appearance at a pre- 
liminary hearing Saturday (29), 


VAUDE-NITERY 
AGENTS FORM 
N ORG. 


April 26. 
owner of a 
nitery died 24 
shot by Harry 


operator 


operator, and 


ampbell, were 


, 
ana 


an- 


this place.’ 


Afttr 


vaude 


two weeks of powwows 


» and nitery agents got together 


| this week and formed their own or- 


ganization, 
Artists’ 


Theatrical 
Agents 
ranks of 
agents 


tentatively the 
Representatives and 
They add to 
now 


Association. 

First meeting of vaude-nitery per- 
centers was called at the Edison hotel] 
last Friday (22). Of 100 called 
about €0 showed, and since that time 
others have expressed willingness to 
join. Another call goes out for this 
Friday (29) at which time elections 
selection as organizer of Jack 
Howard will be settled. 

Agreement has been reached with 
American Federation of Actors 
whereby the organization’s members 
will be franchised by the 
group, and members told to 
with the agents’ new setup. AFA 
has also promised to discontinue 
booking of acts on its own, which 
program was announced 
year ago. 
will be referred to agents to handle. 

Of the 25 Equity agents operating, 
14 have committed themselves to the 
group. Most of others have not de- 
cided yet but William Morris 


their refusal to join, it is stated. 
License Commissioner Paul 
has already threatened 


Moss 
the Enter- 





actors’ | 
deal | 


about a | 
Hereafter all such matters | 


and 
Lyons & Lyons have definitely voiced | 


| 
| 
| 


tainment Managers with court pro- | 


ceedings if they fail to take out li- 


censes. EMA figures that as bureau 

MAGI’S PIC JOB taking no commission from acts, but 

Hollywood, April 26. | Paying salaries for work done, they 

Walter Baker, veteran magician! are not required to be licensed 

of the days of Hermann, Keller and | Howard Wheeler, prez, has }ti- 

Houdini, has been assigned as tech-| structed members, however, not to 

nical adviser for “The Magician's | | fail to take licenses if they are oper- 
| Daughter,’ a Metro briefie. | ating under agent commish status. 


$1 Balcony Sale at Casa 


To Hypo the Upper Shelf—Just the Show—Down- 


stairs Per Usual 


Billy Rose will alter the eating 
¢ ent of the « re bal of 
I Casa Mi: a it er! ¢ 
€ 1icyv, Balee | become 
fiat $1 ac ish for see ¢ OW 
( t ¢ ( ‘ ‘ th 
d ¢ t. except « tne 
‘ ! ( e n f ' ‘ ere 
iI re 
S 1 decided ont 
onaxre t Cie {¢ tne ( 
t 4 { Crj¢ « c ( re 
t T f { 12 
' re 7 t t I 
e fi ed pz ve the t f< 
eir refreshments ana j p the 
}dollar té p. | 


Rose at present trying to f 
a way around the ABC } 
prohibit peddling of drin) 
there is a flat ticket admish 
the other legit theatre manage) hig 
ould very much like to de the 
ame thing. The bar idea. with legit 


good b.o po bilitie 


Actor vould stey 
release of all choriste bec e ¢ 
the ne pe show was denied } 
Hat Calkir of AFA. Says AFA 
cannot dictate kind of show f 
spot, despite fact that girls re 
igned up with AFA « tre 
hei obs and AFA se V¢ uw 4 
sni p contract about twe ee} wee 


fiv-by-night agents. Grounv is work- 


ing with 


of Actors and various agent factions 
against EMA’s 


a cooperative arrangement with clut 


the American Federation 


the chiselers. plan is 


acts, which constitutes an authoriza- 
tion f acts for 


tion by EMA. 


om their representa- 
Would mean pref- 
erence on both sides, EMA 
bookers and acts 

EMA has been inviting acts to its 
meetings for informal discuss 
the plan. Billy Glason, spokesm: 
for the acts, states that majority are 
for the idea since it virtually con- 
stitutes assurance of work, although 
its not a guarantee. 

Among suggestions are that a co- 
operative council of six bookers 
six actors sit in to regulate working 
for acts. Idea is to 
tablish specified fees for acts which 
would be maintained under threat 
of fines for violators on either side 
Actors would request that mass audi- 
tion gag of EMA be discontinued as 


acts for 


bookers for EMA 


ion of 


n 


ana 


conditions €s- 


a poor practice which doesn’t benefit 
acts. They would also eliminate 
doubling of bookers into other the- 


atre employment. Musician ane 
caterer bookings are also under fire. 
Private club act biz has been 


steadily growing during past few 
vears and is fast absorbing remnants 


of vaude. With growth came agents 


and chiselers, whose leveling of 
vaude standards brought concen- 

ated action by many groups, cf 
which the EMA has emerged as cone 
of the leaders. 

Plan, if accepted, would not go 
into practice until next season. Reg- 
ular club season is from October to 
May. Will be worked upon all sum- 


mer and tested before being official- 
ly adopted. EMA attorneys are go- 
ing over the situation with an eye 
to possible legal difficuities on trade 
restraint laws, but little likelihood 
of conflict with law is seen in move, 


which is simply a preferential ear- 
rangement, 

EMA settled its differences Jast 
week with the Theatre Authority, 
benefit control body, which is close 
to the EMA’s field, and both are 
working together. Difficulty arose 
as to whether or not the T. A. was 


booking club shows and benefits from 
its office. 


PHILLY THEATRE 
LOOKS TO BAND 
AIRINGS 


Philadelphia, April] 2@ 
Warner Bros. Earle here looking 
forward to future uirings of commer- 
cials by name bands from its s 
Contrary to experience of the 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
Dorsey's 





taye. 
WE 
effect of Tommy 
Kools shov for the 


recent fox 
entire six-day run was okay on the 
boxoffice. 

House execs in Pittsburgh are con- 
sidering elimination c big broad- 
casts from the stage. They claim cus- 
tomers stay away all week, saving up 
for the night of the air show. Then 
there is such a mob many have to be 
turned away. B.o. on day of the 
broadcast was said to -epresent 25% 
of total take, 

Proadcast from the Earle here wag 
#iven no terrific buildup, as in Pitts- 
urgh, which may have accounted for 
normalcy 


"7 


eater in day-by-day re- 


ceipt 


pi 
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NOW IN AFRICA AFTER PLAYING THE 
MOST SENSATIONALLY SUCCESS- 
FUL SERIES OF SEASONS (UNDER THE 
DIRECTION OF SIR BENJAMIN FULLER 
AND MESSRS. LEON S. SNIDER AND 
GEORGE B. DEAN) IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE LEGITIMATE STAGE OF 
AUSTRALASIA! 


























A. B. Marcus, now circling the globe with 
the glamor show of the century, says: 


A-B-MARCUS 





Where The Marcus Show has played in Austrailia and New Zealand: 


* Auckland * Palmerston North * Hastings * Wellington * Christchurch ° Invercargill 
* Dunedin * Timaru * Sydney * Newcastle * Brisbane * Melbourne * Adelaide ° Perth 
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LOEW'S STATE, N. Y. | 
| 

Juanita’s Champions (4), Frakson,! 
Jack Powell, Moore & Revel, Mae 
West, Milton Watson, 6 Leading Men; | 
‘Merrily We Live’ (MQ). | 
| 

Making her first Broadway appear- | 
ance in over five years, Mae West is| 
going on 39 times during the week. 
This is her first time at the house. 
She's getting $12,500, with a 50-50 
split over $38,000 and will probably 
run around = $14,000, judging by 
the opening days, although the week- 
end wasn’t as big as expected. In or- 
der to get the desired turnover, the 
five-act bill with Miss West is held 
down to around 46 minutes each 
show. 

House opened 8 a.m. Thursday and 
beiore 10, when the stage show went 
on, there was standing room only. 
That Miss West has a stout juve} 
following is indicated in that plenty | 
of kids are hanging around the stage- | 
door all day waiting for a glimpse of | 
her. But her patronage at the State| 
is also singularly culled from the old | 
lady-from-Dubuque types. Indicating | 
a curiosity draw. 

Getting a big ovation as her name | 
went up on the annunciators, the film 
star at the first show Thursday did 
22 minutes, clicking solidly in spite 
of some rusty gags, such as ‘it isn’t 
the men in your life, it’s the life in 
your men.’ 

Miss West is smart enough to real- 
ize that the swagger, Bowery voice 
and other attributes, which made 
her years ago, must not be changed. 
She carries Milton Watson and a 
male chorus she bills as her Six 
Leading Men. The sextet, in tails 
and top hats, opens with bits of 
songs from various pictures Miss 
West has made, action going to full- 
stage for the star’s entrance. The 
songs, in the six-year cavalcade, dis- 
close not one to have attained any 
sort of hit popularity. She has 
a special, ‘Come Up and See Me 
Sometime,’ followed by talk in which 
a colored maid and Watson figure. 
Latter plays a gigolo and sings ‘I 
Kiss Your Hand, Madame.’ Finish 
is in one, with the six men and Miss 
West singing another special, ‘Slow 
Motion.’ As the title would indicate, 
her ‘slow motion’ business suits the 
lyric. 

There's a strong bill around the 
headliner, but it’s held down to a 








minimum. Opener is’ Juanita’s 
Champions (New Acts), roller-skat- 


ing quartet, in a four-minute smash 
exhibition. Would be good for cafe 
floors. Jack Powell is doing the same 
comedy routine with the drumsticks, 
as ever effective, -while Moore and 
Revel have two nifty hokum ball- 
room dances. Frakson is the No. 2 
act, with card tricks and magic. His 
chatter means nothing and the radio 
disappearing stunt does not impress. 
Cigaret portion of the routine excel- 
lent but now familiar. Char. 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, April 24. 

Martin & Robinson, Novak & Fay,| 
York & King, Allan Jones, Phil| 
Lampkin’s house orch; ‘Battle of! 
Broadway’ (20th). 








Four acts of straight vaude suffice 
this week, with p.a. of Allan Jones, 
Metro singer, topping. First three 
turns are good, but it’s Jones who 
drags ’em to the turnstiles and makes 
’em happy they came as he sells him- 
self solidly. 

Tenor’s routine includes medley of 
‘Pretty Girl.’ ‘Alone’ and ‘One I! 
Love’; then ‘Donkey Serenade,’ ‘Al- 
ways and Always’ and finally ‘Make 
Believe, from ‘Show Boat.’ And 
customers still want more. 

Bill opens brightly with Virginia | 
Martin and Bob Robinson, youthful | 
and attractive dancers, with plenty | 
of dash and personality. Tap routines 
are bright and they ought to go 
places. Next are Novak and Fay. | 
comedy acrobats, who even get 
laughs out of old gags. Next to shut 
has York and King, whose standard | 
comedy antics are effective. 

Overture by Phil Lampkin’s house | 
crew. in pit. indicates swing’s greater | 

opularity here. Pleasantly does se- | 
ections from ‘Martha,’ including ‘Ah, | 
So Pure,’ then greeted by burst of 
applause when he starts to railroad | 
latter. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 











Even for the most enthusiastic fan 
the reels are pretty dull this weck. 
There's too much sports and fash- 
ions coverage, with dearth of poli- 
tics and comedy being felt. Wars in 
Spain and China get go-bys. 

On sports, Fox’s Ed Thorgerson | 
spiels on Jamaica racetrack. Atlantic | 
City ice carnival and a London soc- | 
cer game. Metro covers the base- 
ball openers of Giants and Cubs. 
with a slant on Diz Dean. Same reel 
halves Joe DiMaggio’s signing with 
Yanks (Pathe). Latter covers Yanks- | 
Red Sox opener. and Paramount 
handles Detroit-White Sox. Other} 
Pathe snoris stuff includes kids box- 
ing in the Bronx, Boston marathon 
and Helen Wills, plus some advance | 
work on the coming Seabiscuit-War | 
Admiral turf tussle. Paramount fo- | 
cuses en invention to aid swimmers 
in nacing. 

Universal is under average, with 
oniy en engle on the Mexican o1! 
situation, an Idaho log jam, a shot of 








a ship piled up on rocks and a New 
Jersey amusement park getting 
spruced for the season. Park gets no 
plugs by name: subject used to be an 
annual with Metro. 

Pathe has a Nevada train wreck. a 
new type combined auto-trailer and | 
a beauty parade, Par reels Army’s | 
new autogiros, General John F. 
Pershing arriving in N. Y., a new- 
fangled ‘jungle yacht’ and a new! 
auts which uses minimum of petrol. | 
Als> Henry Ford at Dearborn and} 
Sue Read's description of a fashion | 
flaunt aboard the liner Rex. Plus an, 
advance of the Frisco Fair. 

Metro also has some footage on 
Pershing and Queen Mary visiting | 
coal miners. Coverage of France’s | 
Grand Prix auto race is very good. 





| Lowell Thomas describes Pacific fleet 


at sea (Fox), Malcolm Campbell ex- 
perimenting on new boat, new stamp 
issue, rhumba fashions, Grand Cou- 
lee dam, bowling match, and several 
novelties. Adelaide Hawley talks on 
gas-proof baby cradles in France and 
new coiffure stvles. 

Fox’s Lew Lahr is very light, with 
only one clip, a woman from Nor- 
wich, N. Y., who’s immune to fire. 


| She sprays herself with a blow-torch | 


as proof. Not very funny. Bert. 


Roxy, Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, April 24. 

Harry Savoy, Jackie Nolan, Mon-| 
roe & Adama Sisters, Edith Griffith,| 
Tracey & Hay, Butch Holt, Bill 
Floor’s house orch: ‘Boy of the 
Streets’ (Mon), ‘Carnival Queen’ (U). 


Tepid stage fare this week with 
smallest array of fleshers in months. | 
Harry Savoy, billed as an Eddie Can-| 


tor radio stooge, headlines and m.c.’s. | h 


Savoy works hard during the 40 | 
minutes, garnering laughs by his gag} 
introductions and banter exchanges | 
with Edith Griffith, infectious war-| 
bler. He reaches top proportions | 
during a two-minute dramatization | 
of the madman scene from ‘Richard 
the III,’ which clicks solidly. His} 
other efforts include fast chatter, gag | 
lyricized version of ‘Thanks for the} 
Memory’ and mimic of Jolsonian 
bend-knee song. 

Drummer Butch Holt’s skinbeat-| 
ing features Bill Floor’s house band | 
on a couple of pops. Curtain raiser 


|is Jackie Nolan, redheaded youth, 


whose harmonica jamming, especial- | 
ly on ‘Solitude,’ is good. 

Entering the stage, formally at-| 
tired, and simulating drunks, Tracey 
and Hay, mixed team, hoof pleasing- | 
ly.. Edith Griffith, Savoy’s partner, | 
sells four pops in a hurry and has 
to beg off. Her repertoire includes 
hot licks, hillbilly chants and nov- 
elty ditties. She also has a turn at 
the black-and-whites. 

Savoy's solo stint follows, and 
Tracey and Hay come on for another 
routine, dubbed a Harlem fantasy, 
which lacks Lenox avenue polish. 

Tailender is unique but is minus 
finesse in its specialties. Monroe 
(male) and Adama Sisters are just 
another juggling team and, at show 
caught, muffs were chalked against 
each. Monroe, leadoff, handles the 
bigger burden, but youngest of the 
sisters shows potentialities of becom- 
ing adept at juggling hoops while 
tapping a neat routine. Trio opens 
with bouncing rubber balls on snare 
drums, followed by precision terping, 
at the same time juggling tambour- 
ines. House recently spent $20.000 in 
refurbishings. Guss. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, April 24. 
Wallace Bros. (2), O’Brien &. 
Goldberg. Ding, Dong & Dell, Don 
Chester, Duane Sisters, George Garu, 
Bert & Bette. Pankie, Gay Allen, | 


| Sally Swing. Estelle Madlon, Buddu 


Page. Louw Campbell; ‘Women Are 


Like That’ (WB). 


! 





House is playing its ninth Major | 
Bowes unit, and as they come they | 
seem to be less amateurs and more | 
second-rate professionals. House 
orchestra is on stage throughout, as 
usual, with no attempt made at 
production. Buddy Page, m.c. slows | 
the show with his old gags. He | 
makes no attempt to tie in the cast 
with the radio programs on which | 
they were supposed to have ap- 
peared, with the exception of Lou 
Campbell, who was sent out from | 
the Thursday (21) program. The 
present answer to the managerial 
telephone call is a throaty alto, who 
torches a couple of pops acceptably. 

Standouts are O'Brien and Gold- 
berg. who burlesque radio com- 
mercials. but excluding Bowes. 
Wallace Bros. Negro tappers open. 
Pankie wins a salvo with his har- 


monica rendition of two tunes and 
Ding. Dong and Dell. femme trio. 
harmonize well on pops. George 


Gary then falsettos an operatic tune, 
Gay Allen taps on a small drum 
Duane Sisters acro dance, Bert and 
Betty ten while drumming on chair 
backs, Sally Swing tans. Don Chester 
mimics radio and film stars and 
Estelle Madlon gives a_ soprano 
operatic aria to fill the bill. 

At show caucht. there was no ap- 
vlause when each performer was | 
introduced, as wos customary at 
nrevious unit bookings here when | 
nudience annerentlv recognized ama- 
tevur from radio apnearance. 

Biz fair et last show Fridev (22). | 

Kilew. 


| impression 
| harmonica groups. 


| string of film star imitations. 


| tire 
| gloves. 


; folks in the 


EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, April 22. 
Cab Calloway’s Orch, Avis An- 


drews, Six Cotton Club Boys, Stump | 


& Stumpy, Lou Schrader’s house 
orch; ‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th). 


After a couple of slow weeks, Earle 
again slides into the groove this sesh 
with an hour of powerful flesh en- 
tertainment. Credit for the niftily- 
paced show goes mostly to Cab Cal- 
loway. Aside from Avis Andrews, 
regular chirper with the band, only 
other turns are Six Cotton Club Boys 
and Stump and Stumpy. This gives 
the orchestra an opportunity to ex- 
hib and overcomes weakness of last 
week’s show when Glen Gray’s Casa 
Loma combo did nothing but back- 


| ground the other acts. 


Calloway, working in white tails, 
is good for plenty of palm patter as 
he gives life to every slightest lull. 
In addition to his occasional warb- 
ling, Calloway does ‘Hi de Ho Romeo’ 
with Miss Andrews, a song takeoff 
on Shakespeare. Good, although a 
little wheezy in spots. 

Sock 14-piece band uncorks ‘China 
Boy’ and then goes into ‘Paradise,’ 
with Calloway vocalizing. Later gets 
in ‘Bugle Call Rag’ and another audi- 
ence-participation novelty. Just be- 
fore the curtain it goes into ‘Minnie 
the Moocher,’ with the crowd grab- 
bing the hi-de-hos. Introduction of 
a new dance and terp tune, the 
‘Skrontch,’ comes as an anti-climax. 
Couple of hoofers giving an exhibish 
of it might help. 


Transposition of the last two num- 


| bers would be an improvement, with 


entire squad taking up ‘Minnie.’ 
There's nothing more nceded but the 
curtain after ‘Moocher’s’ final hi-de- 


Oo. 

Rest of the show is swiped by 
Stump and Stumpy, couple of local 
ebony lads, who've been playing 
Negro niteries here. Pair chirps 
‘Swing for Sale’ mildly, then goes 
into some dizzy hoofing and mugging, 
all with plenty of humorous bizness. 
Stumpy follows with version of 
Donald Duck singing ‘Marie.’ Then 
an imitation of W. C. Fields. Stump 
next with mimic of Ted Lewis. Imi- 
tations are good and helped bv 
clever lines. Both have plenty of 
personality and are good terpers. 

Six Cotton Club Boys are weak- 
est on the bill, though they make 
neat appearance. 
they do a tap on three drum boxes 
shaped like boat hulls, very disap- 
pointing. Precision is almost perfect, 
but it’s so near perfection every lit- 
tle slip is noticeable. 

Miss Andrews tosses off a nice 
lyric soprano in ‘Still of the Night’ 
and couple of other ballads. She's 
attractive and gets strong support 
with good lighting Herb. 





JUBILEE OF 1938 


(STRAND, BROOKLYN) 





Louise Boyd, Dick Sharp, Frances 
Berke, Marshall Rogers, Three 
Rhythmsteers, Tony Russo, Mario 
Julio, Jack Fletcher, Bert Frohman, 
Five Harmonica Jacks, Marie & Joe 
Smith, Ted Eddy’s house orch (10); 
‘Girl Was Young’ (G-B), 





Major Bowes unit, with Bert Froh- 
man, the sole admitted professional, 
as m.c., is one of the smoothest par- 
cels the Major has put together in 
some time. Needs a little tightening, 
but has requisites to carry far. 

Dick Sharp, cowboy yodeler and 
trick rope twirler; Five Harmonica 
Jacks, Jack Fletcher, tapster, and 
Joe and Marie Smith, father-daugh- 
ter dancers, grab the big laurels. 
Fletcher cleans up -with two terp imi- 
tations, one of Bill Robinson being 
aces. Lad gets nice local buildup 
via the theatre manager, who got 
him after hearing him ‘only this 
week on the radio.’ Dick Sharp, tall 
youth, sings a cowboy tune to own 


! guitar accompaniment and then does 


his obvious specialty, rope spinning. 

Harmonica Jacks, five young men 
from Buffalo, rambled through three 
snappy specialties, creating a better 
than many larger pro 
Audience liked 
‘em plenty. Marie Smith puts over 
‘Stardust’ and then romps through a 
smart dance. 
as a surprise, is an astonisher with 
his fast buck dance. Then the pair 
get together for competish finale to 
heavy returns. 


Louise Boyd. blonde, in abbrevi-| 
j}ated sailor garb. is the first Bowes 
| protege out, with a rapid-fire tap, a 
| pleasing opener. Frances Berke starts 


as straight songstress and then does 
Per- 
sonable looker, she should devote 
more to Mae West and Katharine 
Hevburn takeoffs, really good. 
Opening novelty is Marshall Rog- 
ers, white-haired veteran, who gets 
tunes from waiter tumblers. Clicks 


with audience and droll patters for | 


encore. Three Rhythmsteers, comely 
femme dancers, okay in unison step- 
ping and solo. 

No. 2 novelty is Tony Russo, tabbed 
‘Bronx garage man,’ with musical 
sounds he gets from fire extinguisher, 
pump. inner tube and rubber 
Too much sameness and 
some doubt about the music pro- 
duced. Mario Julio, coloratura so- 
prano, lives un to the billing of ‘girl 
with a promising voice’ in two oper- 
atic numbers. Jaclx Fletcher, 


| with happy feet. mops up next. 


familiar to nitery 
then socks four 


Bert 


Frohman, 
east, 


As it is, all the acts | 
come out and do a short ‘Skrontch.’ | 


Nicely uniformed, | 


Her father, introduced | 


boy | 


| popular ballads, with ‘Getting Some 

Fun Out of Life’ scoring heaviest. 
i‘Home Town’ tune should be sup- 
‘planted by a livelier one. Then the 
harmonica Jacks get over big with 
their music and clowning. 

Ted Eddy’s orchestra supplants Ted 
King’s house band, off to Albany, and 
made instant hit at show caught (22). 
Biz fair. Wear. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, April 24. 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 24. 
George Jessel, Norma Talmadge, 
Josepiine Starr, The Theodores, Amy 
Arnell, Jack Raymond, Ralph De- 
Angelis, Tommy Tucker, Dave 
Broudy’s house orch; ‘Women Are 





| Like That? (WB). 


| tertainers 


Lewis, Van & Delaney, Beeho 
Gray, Bobby Short, Five Elgins, 
Myron Pearl Co., Dorothy Hild! 


Dancers, ‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th). 





Plenty of good talent and material 
in this show, though it doesn’t add up 
to strictly good vaude due to lack of 


variety. Particularly absent is 
comedy. 

| ~ 

| Standing out as ané_e excellent 


er A 
novelty is Beehd Gray, who hasn't 
been around this way in years. The 


cowboy has a solid turn that will get | 


results in nearly every theatre. He 
includes good knife throwing and 
lariat work and is a surefire click, 
too, with the howling coyote. 
Opening are Lewis, Van _ and 
Delaney, dancers, the last named a 
new femme addition to the male 
| twosome. She adds plenty of s.a. and 
color. The two fellows do best with 
their whirlwind legomania finish but 


stair routine, which is paced a bit 
too slow for solid results. Weak spot 
|is colored kid, Bobby Short, who 
| sings and plays the piano. Uses a 
| production onener, and while okay 
|on pipes and digits is not 


still build the bulk of their turn on a} 


They still don’t turn out better en- 
than George Jessel. A 
shrewd showman, a crack comedian 
and front-rank monologist, Jessel 
knows every trick. The way he holds 
a mob is a lesson for any of the 
stage’s present talking singles. 

For his current brief fling into the 
deluxe centers, Jessel is heading his 
radio unit, which he has under a 
cooperative sponsorship Sunday eve- 
nings. Program comes’ through 
WWSW, smallest of five stations here, 
and doesn't have the listener appeal 
of bigser outfits, but Jessel’s name is 
nevertheless overcoming that handi- 
cap and should be reflected at the 
box office. 

Jessel isn’t letting public forget 
that he was the fellow who went 
gunning for Jimmie Fidler over the 
air on the Coast several months ago. 


| At that time the comedian delivered 


| of film stars. 


several tirades against the film gos- 
sipper for delving into private lives 
Jessel, during his in- 
troductory remarks here, again be- 
rates the commentator for his prac- 
tices. 

Its a strictly informal show, exe 
actly the sort in which Jessel looks 
best. He's on practically every min- 
ute, working chiefly from the apron, 
cross-firing with the acts, talking to 
momma on the inevitable telephone, 


| singing a couple of numbers and get- 


strong | 


enough to hold down a spot on his | 


own. 


Five Elgins are standard hat and | 


| Indian club tossers, always depend- 


able. Myron Pearl Co. is a four- 
person dance act that has nearly 
everything. Choice of music and 


vardrobe enhance. Do a flock of 

Russian stuff. All goes over well. 
Business slow supper show Friday 

(22). Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, April 24. 
Abbott & Costello, The Two Jacks, 
Three Marshalls, Sylvia Harris, Cal- 
gary Bros., Gaynor & Ross. Felice 
Iula’s house orch; ‘Joy of Living’ 
| (RKO). 











Holding over Abbott and Costello, 
| Whose network buildup on Kate 
| Smith’s show has propelled them into 
| feature billing, current doings main- 
| tain a healthy variety pace. Picture, 
‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) is also a hold- 
over. 

Fast opening has the Two Jacks in 
challenge hogfing, boys giving out 


returns, 





with adroitly conceived arrange- 

| ments, including ‘Ti Pi Tin,’ ‘Joseph, 
Joseph’ and ‘Bei Mir Bist du Schoen,’ 

| skillfully delivered and encore~pull- 
n 


| ing. 

Abbott and Costello take hold here 
with a telegraph office bit, expertly 
handled and sold for laughs. Show- 
manly timing and pointing of punch 
lines should lift pair to top-flight 
recognition. Sylvia Harris, in brief 
ballet specialty, featuring sock clos- 
ing spins, is a click. 

Calgary Bros. next in stew stuff 
and tumbling, standard and good for 
|a begoff. Followed by more gagging 
| by Abbott and Costello and a strong 
| finish via Gaynor and Ross, man and 
| woman skating turn, formerly of the 
Three Cossacks. The usual stuff on 
a table, effectively lit by overhead 





| spots. Excellent orchestral support 
|by Felice Iula’s house orchestra 
throughout. Burm. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Blackstone, the magician, at the 
head of his own unit, is dishing out 
an hour’s magic show here currently 
that rates high in entertainment 
value. Replete with 
Black tone amazes with his dexterity 
and skill. He utilizes a company of 
six femmes and a like number of 
males, has his production elaborately 
staged and costumed, and scores de- 
cisively. 

Lot of audience stuff, with the 
prestidigitator having no_ trouble 
vetting foils on stage. Femme mem- 
bers of the treupe are on and off 
| frequently, each time in distinctive 
change of wardrobe. After a series 





with very legitimate buck to good | 
The Three Marshalls, two | 
girls and boy in swing vocals, follow | 





‘out of two years’ retirement. 
showmanship, | 
| problems, 


of usual tricks of magic, Blackstone | 


goes into various disappearing acts, 
|in which girls, a horse and finally 
himself are made to vanish in thin 
air. 

A lighted cabinet, with a girl ap- 
parently impaled with the huge 
lights, a levitation illusion, sawing a 
woman in two, and various cabinet 
stunts, in which girls are made to 
appear as from nowhere, provide a 
series of breath-taking thrills. Finale 
is a cabinet disappearance turn in 
which five girls are produced from 
smell boxes, then made to disappear, 


with Blackstone, himself, disappear- | ~ 


ing, only to reappear after a quick 
change with one of his male aides. 

Blackstone’s present offering stack: 
/up as one of the best of its kind 
brought to the Coast in manv vears 
} Edwa. 


ting just folksy with the customers, 
He does it all, too, with the same 
crisp, enthusiastic manner that’s al- 
ways been his trademark. 

One fault of the layout is it’s top- 
heavy vocally. Best in this depart- 
ment is the nine-year-old Filipino 
gal, Josephine Starr (New Acts), dis- 
covered on the Coast by Jessel only 
a few months ago and since then 
built up via the networks. She’s 
a sock, which makes it even tougher 
on the remaining three pipe-ped- 
dlers, Amy Arnell, Jack Raymond 
and Ralph DeAngelis. Two first- 
named don’t get much of a chance, 
but DeAngelis has a spot of his own 
for ‘Figaro’ but Miss Starr’s canary- 
ing still gives him too much of a 
handicap despite excellence of his 
voice. 

Jessel could do with a little more 
variety in his unit, because there’s 
little from a_ strict entertainment 
standpoint, except himself and Miss 
Starr. Norma Talmadge (Mrs. Jess- 
ell), who’s also on the air show, car- 
ries plenty of name value but that’s 
all. Ohs and ahs are heard all over 
the place when she puts in an ap- 
pearance but all she has is a few 
lines with Jessel, patterned after the 
usual husband-wife henpeckery. They 
also bring Miss Starr on for a cute 
bit, in which Miss Talmadge com- 
plies with her request to name the 
handsome leading men back in her 
hev-day. 

Only remaining turn is The Theo- 
dores, with some good-looking ball- 
roomology, winding up with flashy 
adagio acrobatics. Jessel’s also car- 
rying Tommy Tucker, who batons the 
radio show. Tucker, however, has no 
band with him, leading Dave 
Broudy’s house crew from stage ex- 
cept during Miss Starr’s opening op- 
eratic number, when Broudy takes 
over. 

Whole thing is merely a half-hour 
radio show padded to twice that 
Jength with Jessel’s showmanship 
making it hang together. Cohen, 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, April 24. 

(2), Ada Brown, 
Samuel Bros. (2) & 
Dennis, Eduard Wer- 
orch; ‘Women Are Like 


Gilbert 
Boris Karloff, 
Haves, Gene 
ners house 


That’ (WB). 


Bros. 


Smooth show here currently and 


nicely diversified through 55 min- 
utes. Topping the menu is Gene 
Dennis, good femme psychic, brought 


Un- 
leashes amazing answers to patrons’ 
conveyed to stage by 
ushers, Added assets are personable 
appearance and ability to inject a 
quip here and there to lwen up pro- 
ceedings. 

Boris Karloff is a bit disappointe 
ing, chiefly through unfortunate se- 
lection of dramatic vehicle, Edgar 
Allan Poe's ‘Teiltale Heart.’ Charac- 
terization is far from being the 
grotesque stuff patrons would natur- 
ally expect, but Karloff does nicely 
with that at hand. 

Expert hoofing is turned 
Samuels Bros. and Hayes, 
and ditto femmes. Military number 
is forte. while outstanding individual 
bit is offered by Harriet Hayes in an 
exceptionally well-executed acro. 
Gilbert Brothers (2) contribute nifty 
tricks on the horizontal bar and Ada 


in by the 
two males 


Brown, sepian songstress, comes 
|} through with several swingy tunes, 
topved off with a pleasing terp. 
Eduard Werner’s house orchestra 
overtures jazz tunes with accome- 
panying slides. Good crowd on deck 
t early ow Friday evening (22), 
Pete, 





Ruse Morgan will play a private 
party for Pierre S. DuPont, 3d, next 
Tuesday (3) at the Waterbury 
‘(Conn.) Country Club, 
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Catholic Actors Honor George M., 


The First Person of the Theatre 


By JACK PULASKI 


‘The first person of the American 
theatre,’ Dan Healy, president of the 
Catholic Actors Guild, said of George 
mM. Cohan at a dinner in the star’s 
honor, Sunday night (24). Dais at 
the Astor was peopled with orators, 
some of the some high in 
politics, some found on the stage and 
writing arts. 


ae , 
| 


clergy, 





There were references to Jerry 
Cohan and others of the acting fami- 
ly, which impelled the honored 
guest to repeat the curtain speech he 
has used for 25 years—‘My mother 
thanks you, my father’ thanks 
you... with a catch in his throat. , 


Cohan had hurried down from the 
ball game to slip into his dinner coat 
and utter an extemporaneous speech, 
one of his best after-dinner appear- 
ances: ‘This is all very thrilling, very 
wonderful, for I think it is more a 
tribute to my father, the first presi- 
dent of the guild. I’ve never had 
such a build-up. You look for a 
speech from a song and dance man, 
but I didn’t write one. 





Last-Minute Jitters 


For the last performance of 
‘Brother Rat’ at the Ambassador, 
N. Y., last Saturday night (23), 
co-authors John Monks, Jr., and 
Fred Finkelhoff made up and 
went on as extras In one scene. 
Both were nervous just before 
their entrance, but they weren't 
recognized and managed to get 
off without pulling down the 
scenery. 

Carl Fisher, general manager 
for producer George Abbott, 
was an offstage voice for the 
performance, but was so excited 
he went soprano and couldn't 
be heard. 
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PROPOSE LEGIT 


TOUR FOR 


‘As a matter of fact I never started | 


to write a second act until the first 
was in rehearsal for a week. I al- 
ways wanted to make a good speech, 
always wanted to play a good game 
of pool, but never quite made the 


grade. I’m glad to work for Sam H. 
Harris (I'd Rather Be Right’)—he 
worked for me for 15 years, until he 
found it out. When we started in 


show business it wasn't all easy sail- 
ing, in fact when the first show 
started rehearsing we were broke. 
I asked by father’s advice. He said, 
(Continued on page 58) 


MULL MGR. REP 
ON CUTS BOARD 


Manager representation on 


Actors Equity Assn. cut board is be- | 


lieved to have been partially settled 
last week at a conference between 
James Reilly, new executive-secre- 
tary of the League of N. Y. Theatres, 
and Paul Dullzell, executive-secre- 
tary of the association. Cuts board 
acts when producers seek reduction 


of cast salaries when shows are ap- | 
proaching the end of a run or when | 


business no longer turns a profit. 

Equity is reported to favor the 
idea of managerial participation in 
the cuts board activities. But as yet 
the league has not taken action on 
the idea nor has it been formally 
presented to Equity. Council would 
have to approve the plan. 

Equity’s action last week to try out 
the new two-weeks-notice rule over 
managerial objection is regarded as 
a setback for the league. Rule pre- 
cents managers from dismissing play- 


ers for the purpose of engaging 
others at lower salaries. Managers 


contend that the 
virtually makes the two-week no- 
tice practice obsolete, but Equity 
claims there were abuses of the rules 
and that some managers took ad- 
vantage of players. 

Dullzell advised Reilly, however, 
that Equity does not wish to make 
it more difficult to produce plays 
and is willing to facilitate such ac- 
tivities, Still, it proposes to protect 
members as much as possible, 


new regulation 


EDGAR SMITH’S ESTATE 
GOES TO HIS SON, E. N. 


Edgar Nixon Smith, of 36-14 208th 
sireet, Bayside, Queens, is to receive 
the estate of his father, Edgar Mc- 
Phail Smith, former actor and play- 
wright, who died March 8, accord- 


ing to the will filed in the Queens 
Surrogate’s office, Jamaica, N. Y. 
His personal estate valued at 


$1,500, exclusive of plays, songs and 
dramatic compositions, may 
produce royalties for the benefit of a 
SOM, 


hich 


| 
the | 


BRAVO 


Legit tour is proposed for ‘Bravo,’ 


| 


| produced 


| the 








LVIVALD 
it VOGUE 


CLAaull 
AGAIN | 





Eight of Nine Such Prodrc- 


tions So Far This Season 
Are Posthumousers— 
Known Merit a Factor, 
Plus No-Royalty Angle— 
Few Clicks, However, Even 
Among the ‘Masterpieces’ 
—Shakespeare Still Broad- 
way’s No. 1 Dramatist 


NEXT SEASON, TOO? 


Dead playwrights are having a 
big Broadway Eight of 
the revivals so far have been 
posthumous productions. 

With 10% of 
(exclusive of 
revival category, it 


season on 
nine 
roughly the plays 
musicals) ir 
would ap- 


| pear that legit managers consider a 


the night spot show in its final week | 


at the International Casino, 
It was produced by Pierre Sandrim 
and Jacques Charles of Paris. Ger- 
trude Hoffman virtually had the 


MN. Bel 


deal closed, with J. J. Shubert back- | 


|ing, but the latter suddenly sailed 
for Europe last week and the ‘Bravo’ 
plans were left pending. 

If the club show goes to the road it 
would principally play Shubert thea- 
tres in the keys at a $2.20 top, the 
idea being to present the show in 
ball parks later at $1.10 top. So few 
musical shows have played the road 
in recent seasons that ‘Bravo’ is ‘ex- 
|}pected to prove something of a 
| natural. 


Ice plant is being readied for the 
iclub’s next show, tentatively known 
as the ‘International Ice Frolics,’ 


Owen Davis, Jr., Out 


Of Strawhat This Yr. 





| 





Owen Davis, Jr., is turning over 
| his stock in the Lakewood theatre, 
i Skowhegan, Me., to Melville Burke. 
| He is passing up strawhats, after 
|}eight summers, for Coast radio job 
with Pond’s ‘Those We Love’ serial. 
He’s en route to New York to wash 
up the deal. 


| 
| Hollywood, April 26. 
| 


GILLMORE AND TURNER 
RETURN FROM CRUISE 


Frank Gillmore, former Equity 
head and now executive director of 
| the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, and Paul °Turner its 
counsel, returned Monday (25) from 
a Caribbean vacation cruise. 

During the former's absence the 
organization’s affairs were handled 
| by an executive committee composed 
of Mrs. Florence Marston, of 
Screen Actors Guild; Ralph White- 
head, of the American Federation of 
Actors, and Paul Dullzell, of Actor 
Equity. 


Midwest’s S.S. Strawhat 


Chicago, April 26 
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More than 75% of play 


for production these days are themed 
on social significance. This percent- 
age has been noted by Thoda Co- 


operate the first 


dwest when she 


croft, who will 

strawhat of the n 
the Coach 
ymmowoac, Wis., in July 


House theatre in 


opens 
Ocon 


revival a safer bet than chancing an 
unt\ed or dubious script. There 
were 12 revivals last season, as com- 
pared with 10 (one to come) so far 
this season. Eight, the same num- 
ber, of the 1936-37 crop were post- 
humousers, 

From the manager’s point of view 
there’s the cuffo royalty angle in 
favor of such plays. Also there's no 
Dramatist 
playwright to consider. On the 
other hand, the absence of pvssible 
picture money is a factor against. 
Only five of this season’s new plays 


have so far been bought by Holly-| 


wood, however. 

Stated in some quarters that estab- 
lished are giving unusually 
careful thought to the matter of 
tackling new plays. Explained that 
not only the play but the roles are 
known quantities. In some cases the 


actors 


| literary product offers new possibili- 


ties. Nevertheless, even the classics 
appear an outside bet, as there have 


| been few clicks among the revivals, 





In Favor of Air Spot 


even with name casts. 
Bard Still Leads 


Shakespeare heads the 
authors, both last season and this. 
But he has only scored one hit this 
stanza out of a possible four tries. 
This, of course, is the Mercury’s 
production of ‘Julius Caesar.’ Drama 
has not only done a flourishing 
Broadway biz, but has also gone on 
tour. Road presentation is co-spon- 
sored by Alex Yokel and the Merk. 
Helen Hayes has been doing 
roadwork with ‘Merchant of Venice,’ 
which she has not played in New 
York, 

Flops by the Bard this season in- 
clude the Surry Players production 
of ‘As You Like It,’ the Rowland 
Stebbins presentation of ‘Antony 
and Cleopatra,’ and most recently the 
Robert Henderson and Esiclle Win- 
wood production of ‘Merry Wives of 
Windsor.’ 

Shakespeare did better last 
son, scoring twice with John Giel- 
gud’s ‘Hamlet,’ and Maurice Evans’ 
‘Richard II.’ Leslie Howard's ‘Ham- 


also 


co9q- 


let’ was a flop in New York, but did 
okay on the road. Another unsuc- | 
cessful try was Walter Huston’s fling 


at ‘Othello,’ Brian Aherne in 


with 


the cast and under the Max Gordon 
aegis 

Ibsen } been represented twice 
on the main stem in 1937-33, with one 
moderate ccess, the Jed Harris pro- 
luction of ‘The Doll's House,’ starring 
Ruth Gordon and one ! the 
Henry Forbe producti f ‘The 
Wild Ducl He also came twice 
. 1936-37 th Walier Hamp 
pre ( n of ‘An Enen f ( 
Pr ip | Nazir ) t at 
tlede Gable 

Theatre Guild is currently pre- 
enting a limited engagement of 
Chekhov. Sca Gull,’ with a cast 
eaded | Alfred Lunt, Ly: Fon 
tanne and Uta Hagen. It doing 
cleanup business, 

More Revivals Planned 
Nie iry al had a fail icce 
nued n paxze 3) 
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Guild, no temperamental | 


list of |} 


DEAD PLAYWRIGHTS ALIVE 


VARIETY 55 
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Mice and Men’ Receipts Jump 100%: 
‘Best’ Ad for ‘Our Town’ a Burn-Up 














MAURICE EVANS 
GIVEN MGR. 
RATING 


Maurice Evans has been accorded 
the privileges of a producing man- 
| ager under Equity rules. Alien actor 
| restrictions no longer apply to the 
English star. He asked for such 
|rating and Equity’s council acceded 
without controversy. Six months 





| does this 


engage 


not apply to him under 


arrangement and he may 


production’s with which he is man- 


agerially concerned. 


Broadway success of ‘King Richard 
| II,’ last season was the convincer for 
Equity. Revival ran into spotty busi- 
|}ness on the road this season and the 
|tour’s success was questionable. 
, Evans stated that a repertory com- 
pany is to be formed, however, and 
that restrictions should not impede 
its chances. 


When ‘Richard’ was presented with 
a British contingent, Evans sought to 
engage four English players. Equity 
nixed that idea and still the revival 
developed into one of the surprise 
| clicks of last season. Show was pre- 
|sented by Robinson Smith, with 
Evans in on the managerial end, as 
was Eddie Dowling. Understood also 
that ‘Richard’ was backed by Joseph 
Verner Reed as a silent partner. 

Evans’ intentions as an _ actor- 
manager are to remain over 
| indefinitely. He appeared’ with 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,’ but it was as Napoleon in ‘St 





Helena’ that he attracted attention 
Max Gordon received a concession 
from Equity waiving the six month 


rule, in that case, as the producer 
; claimed he could find no other actor 
capable of the part. ‘Helena’ ex- 
tended it engagement twice, but 


ended pleniy in the 


ELISSA LANDI OKAYED 
BY EQUITY FOR STOCK 


red 


Elissa Landi 


mission by 


has been 
Equity to appear in 


over 
given 


per- 


tock presentation of ‘The Warrior’ 
Husband,’ in the same _ part he 
played in the picture versior hov 
will be presented next Monday (2) 
DY n Cumberland Hi]! Pl e] at 
Manville Rh cle I land imme! pot 
Under the alien actor rules foreign- 
ers are not permitted to work in 
tock nd recently when another 
deaway sought permision to use an 
lien, the idea was promptly nixed 
But since Mi Landi is to become 
n American citizen, the concession 
was mace in her case. Final paper 
for the former English actre will 
pe granted in two month Deliy ap- 
parently 1 ted from the fact that 
vhen che filed for citizenship she 
ft H llywood tead of New Yo 
} r ce of t dence 





lapse between engagements in legit | 


¢ _ 
' 
e e A ‘ e 7 . 
. nee : e and | 
One Opinion \ttendance at Of Mice an \Ne 
Music Box, N. Y., last week jumped 
Ted } ever 100% after the John Ste 
ved I Ss I ri Ve . 
ving _ i toh . beck drama was given the Critics 
ng ed VNner t rl ‘ ’ 4 
eae : ri a Circle prize. Climb started imme- 
1Zé \ S " 1@a | i i > 
I sath : diately after the announcement cf 
i *n 3 I ‘ 1 ; ° ~ , 
Me mh... le telah : the award, with a rise of $700 that 
iY x » 2 
Our Town — — ght and $800 the second night 
morte -OMmment ‘ : 1) ( 
ie » commen wie? _ ; vhile matinees tripled those of the 
S 1 actior yr emal y C . 
mall action by small mind i preceding week. Receipts for the 
but the producer appeared to eek went to nearly $11,000 
be mollified when queried sev- . ; ‘ - 
eral days afterward Some members of the Critics Cir- 
ia ayoa alGs ' ' eee ae nr nag” , 
Said that after all the contest : fe waien hac s — — 7 — 
|| was a matter of opinion and he ee producer Sam H. Harris 
felt that the Thornt Wilde and the staffs of two morning dailies 
~~ i rie ipelaen ute were reported steamed up over the 
play had received recognition, ‘ got ig ibang! tags 
= Fee new sanead action of Jed Harris, producer of 
Tr . arly y Cc 
par eurarsy rs the su ghee ‘Our Town.’ Morosco. N. Y saigiea 
. saaleenietr iain Ol those NNO yore tender for the prize. Wednesday's 
flown. (20) N. Y. Times and N. Y. Hereld- 


Tribune carried ads of 50 lines dou- 
ble-column setting forth th¢ 
of ‘Mice.’ 

Ads of the same _ size 
above carried the announcement of 
‘Our Town’ as the ‘best play of the 


lection 


directly 


| year,’ as voted by J. Brooks Atkin- 
son, of the Times, and John Mason 
| Brown, of the N, Y. Post. Two re- 


| viewers for magazines also sclected 
‘Town,’ but went unmentioned, 
which amused Broadway. 
Other Critics Named 
Ads almost double in size s#sp- 


peared the following day (21) in the 
N. Y. Daily News, stating that ‘Mice’ 


was the winner and listing the 
names of the 12 critics who had 
voted for it. This was taken as an 


outright reply to the ‘Our Town’ ad. 
Reported 


ado 


considerable 
plant about 


there 
around the 


was 
Times 


| the insertion of the ‘Our Town’ copy. 
| Reported that it was not submitted 


alien players if they are required in | 


to the paper until 9.30 Tuesday eve- 
ning, when the sheei’s censorship 
board had left for the day. There 
was no explanation of its acceptance 
by the Trib. 

Critics were-.said to have talked 
the matter over and were reported 
to have decided that hereafter their 
awards will not be accompanied by 
details of the vote, such as sent out 


; this year by the Circle’s secretary. 


(a repetition of such a 


In that way it is hoped to prevent 
situation «es 
resulted from the conflicting ‘Mice’ 


| and ‘Town’ ads, In the early editions 


|of the 
| placed directly over that of the win- 


Times the ‘Town’ ad was 
ner’s and in the Trib it continued 
in that position through all editions, 

According to Jed Harris, his ad for 
‘Our Town’ was not an attempt to 
steal the thunder of the ‘Mice’ vic- 


tory. He stated that he was simply 


| pleased and honored that ‘two such 


here | 


the 


distinguished critics as Atkinson and 
Brown’ had voted for the play and 
had merely taken that way of saying 
SO, 
Jed Harris Explains 
He was surprised, he said, when 


his ad t] 


appeared directly over the 
indicated that if 


ulted it must 


WiLICE a and 
any jill feeling had re 
arisen over that matter of no- 

Also stated that he hadn't 
even known that the Sam H. Harris 
office intended using extra space ads 
that day or what size they would be, 
although he naturally assumed it 
would do so. Copy was sent to the 
Times and Trib early in the evening, 
long before deadline, he said. It wes 
indicated that the ‘Town’ ad wag 
Harris’ own idea, not that of Rob- 
ert Reud, his press agent. 

In connection with the conflicting 
votes in this year’s Critics Circle 
there was less criticism of 
the winner this year than in the two 


play 


elect 


ion, 


previous years. However, Atkis 
wrote in his Sunday (24) columy: 
the Tin that ‘Of Mice and Men’ 
: 
a heart but Our Tov * ha a 
ul a cs had t ould 
Ue Lise prize j : ne cont lu ed 
Tal ne I turned to the 
( of Vice f tne f ‘ 
General feelir t t ne 
( f 1 il ¢ ) ( t ( ded 
e¢ a ») to 1 r their ¢ ! 
choice ' the ect t e 
Pu ! om! e had made 
' r Qn ] y - 
‘ the Pp ~ 
prize f et i al 
f f oO! irried 1 é 


Sebel Vines mae 


Sy EIEN, 


' 
; 
& 
{ 
' 
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Strawhats Ready Schedules 


June Walker at Cape—St. Loo Launches Co-Op— 
Cumberland Lists Guest Stars 


June Walker has been signed for 
the permanent company at the Cape 
Plavhouse, Dennis, Mass., this sum- 
met It will be the first engagement 


the actress has had since she suf- 
fered a leg infection a year ago 
Star is also understood considering 
two pla for Broadway in the fall 

SY is e% will have the lead 
in ‘P lion’ at the Cape the week 
ot J 11 She is doing the 1OW 
it ario trawhats during the “a 
mn, a vell a juring the current 
Ba ) stock venture Expet 

) t 1 to the Coast in the fall 


tir 


ynd Moore is again operat s 
with Richard Aldrich 
set to stage the productions 


Pp vry) 
mayne 


tha P 


riaynouse 


St. Louis Readying 
St. Louis, April 26 
and 40 actors and 
scenic department workers of the St 
Louis theatre have formed the Civic 
Theatre of St. Louis. Will produce 
four pl for four performances 
strawhat season starting 
itter part of June and running 
for eight or nine weeks thereafter. 
Organization, headed by Gordon 
Carter, chief of the Little Theatre’s 
department, will be a _ co- 
enterprise. 

Carter will produce two of the 
plays while Hanns Kolmar will be in 
charge of the others, Plays to be 
presented are ‘Volpone,’ ‘Russet 
Mantle,’ ‘Penny Wise’ and ‘To Quito 


Between 35 


iyvs, 


eacn na 


+ 


scenic 


Operative 


and Back.’ Price scale will be 50c 

to $1 for a single admission and 

$1.75 to $3.50 for season tickets. 
While several outdoor sites in St. 


Louis County are under considera- 
tion for the new strawhat playhouse, 
there is a possibility that the roof of 
a St. Louis hotel will be utilized for 


the purpose. 





Shawnee Plans 
Stroudsburg, Pa., April 26. 

Paul Shay, who three summers 
ago conducted the Shawnee Summer 
theatre at Shawnee-on-the-Delaware, 
Pa., announces that her studio of the 
theatre will offer an eight weeks 
course at that place from July 1 to 
August 27. 

Besides Paula Shay as director of 
instruction, the corps of assistants 
will include Florence 
characterization and dialects; 
Margaret F. Bower, speech and the 
speaking voice; Ruth Hampton, co- 
ordination; Milton Miltiadis, dancing 
aid fencing; Edward Brandon, make- 
up and stage management; and Wil- 
liam Valentine, singing and interpre- 
tation. 

Claims that and 


sponsors sup- 


Burroughs, | 


porters of the school include Helen! 
Menken, L. Lawrence Weber, Vinton | 


Freec'cy, Irving Cooper and Clayton 
Hamiltca. 





Providence Plans 
Providence, April 25 
Cumberland Hills Playhouse, Inc., 


summer season opens May 2. Play- 
house was formerly the Lippitt 
Estates Barn Theatre. Brace Con- 


ning will direct. Performances will 
be given evenings, Mondays through 
Saturdays, with Wednesday matinces. 

Listed are TI“a} 2-7, Elissa Landi 
n “Warrior’s Husband’: May 9-14 
Douglas Montgomery in ‘Men In 
White’; May i6-21, Mary Brian in 


+ 


‘How to Get Touh About It’; May | 


22-28, Edith Tal aferro ir ‘Pygmalion’; 
May 30-June 4, Eddi. Nugent in 
‘Front Page’; and June 6-11, Ian 
Keith in ‘Hamlet’. 

Wharf theatre, Provincetown, 
Mass., will open its strawhat season 
June 27, Neil McFee Skinner 


King, radio announcer and newsreel 
spieler, as associate. 


Gallo’s L’ville Plans 


Louisville, April 26 
Fortune Gallo was in town last 
week, conferring with local archi- 
tects and officials of the Park The- 


atrical Assn. on plans for the Irovu 
Amphitheatre. Four week season ol 
light opera has been definitely sect, 
with Gallo producing. 

Constructior has begun t 
aniphitheatre, with three shi rf 
WPA labor on the job Projec 

Mp has been assured by July 
1 to tho.e in charge. Gallo 

npany on a Buar- 
: i \ the cust to be 

1 cal re < " 
t 3. 


will | 
be managing director, with Jean Paul | 





GEO. WHITE FOR FRISCO? 


Producer in Huddle with Fair Exec— 
Ticket Sale Stands 


San Francisco, April 26 


Geo White has closed with 
Hat Connick expo director, di 
ing pla o bring his ‘Scandal 
how to Treasure Island next 
yeal [f dea soes through, White 
will abandon his N. Y. production 
for 1939 and concentrate on local 
roduc He was accompanied here 
»nm Hollywood by Arch Selwyn 
Ballvhoo for sale of ticket books 


to 1939 Golden Gate International Ex- 
position starting now, with $1,500,000 
worth of admission tickets due to 
roll from the presses for distribution 
June 1 There will be no 
tickets. Fair taking a lesson from the 
1915 Expo when there was too much 
passing around of personal ducats. 


season 


Two books will be offered: 28 ad- 
missions for $10, 12 for $5. Holder 
must paste passport photo on cover 


and promise not to transfer the book 
United Airlines will send main- 
liners around the bay and over the 


islands Saturday and Sundays for $3. 
Local Expo execs are burned over 


revelation that New York fair may 
stay open three years. Gotham 
took title of Official 1939 World’s 
Fair away from Frisco by promising 


to remain in biz only six months as 


against 10 here. Chicago and Paris 
expo did same thing—promised six 
months and then stretched it out. 


Surry Players Set 4 

Surry Players will do four plays 
this summer at their strawhatter at 
Surry, Me. Shows planned include 
‘Ned McCobb’s Daughter,’ ‘Liliom,’ 
‘Hedda Gabler’ and The Recruiting 
Officer. Company, including Shep- 
pard Strudwick, Katharine Emery, | 
Anne Revere, Helen Wynn, Jabez | 
Gray, Jack Lydman, Lester Damon, 
Wesley Addy, Robert Allen, Clair 
Kramer and “Franklin Downing, 
leaves for Maine early in June and 
will rehearse for two months for the 
first production Aug. 2. 

Sam Rosen 


¢ 

t 
> 
\ 


is directing the troupe. 
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Current Road Shows 


Week of April 25 
Abbey Davidson, 
Milwaukee. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Majestic, Brook- 


Players, 


lyn. 

‘Brother Rat,’ His Majesty’s, 
Montreal. 

‘Golden Boy,’ Curran, San 
Francisco. 


‘I Married An Angel’ (Dennis 
King-Vera Zorina), Shubert, 


Boston. 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Cox, Cincin- 
nati. 

‘Man From Cairo,’ Wilbur, 
Boston 


‘Pins and Needles, Chestnut, 


Philadelphia 


‘Room Service,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
caZzo., 
San Carlo Opera, Erlanger, 


Buffalo (30) 

‘Star Wagon’ (Burgess Mere- 
dith-Lillian Gish), Grand Opera 
House, Chicago 

‘Three Waltzes’ (Kitty C 
lisle), Ford’s, Baltimore 


are 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 

‘Victoria Recina’ ( Helen 
Hayes), Aude, Denver, (25-26); 
Paramount, Salt Lake City (28- 
29). 

‘Women,’ Colonial, Boston t 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 


(Lucille Watson), National, 


Washington 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
(Florence Reed), Shubert, 
Newark. 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Geary, San Francisco. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Locust St., Philadelphia 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Shubert, New Haven 
Playhouse, Providence (28-30) 

‘You Never Know’ (Lupe Ve- 


(25-27); 











lez-Clifton Webb), Cass, De- 
troit (24). 
Future Pi 
uture Piays 
‘Leprachaun,’ by James Henry 
Berad, will be unveiled Aug. 1 at 


Maryverne Jones’ 
Pawling, N. Y., 


Starli Theatre, 


prior to a Broadway 


rht 
Ay 


opening. Jeanne Dante, Curtis Cook- 
sey, Star West, Clara Thropp, Don- 
ald Black, Sylvia Rollins and Will 


Henry are among those cast. 


'Preem New Play By 


Ann Preston Bridgers 
Charlotte, N. C., April 26. 
‘Carrie Was a Lady,’ new comedy 


by Ann Preston Bridgers, will be 
world preemed tonight by the 


Raleigh Little Theatre, in association 
with the WPA Federal Theatre. 


Miss Bridgers was co-author with | 


George Abbott of ‘Coquette,’ which 
brought Helen Hayes to stardom in 
| 1927. She is a Raleigh resident, 


WALTER GILBERT BACK 
AS FTP CO. DIRECTOR 


San Francisco, April 26 
Hubbub raised when Allan Wil- 
llams was appointed to succeed Wal- 
ter Gilbert local director of 
Federal Project has 
quieted with reinstatement of 
Gilbert 





as 
Theatre 
the 


been 


Both men will share the title, Wil- 
liams handling the next new play, 


‘A Murder Has Been Arranged’ (25), | 


and Gilbert taking over the reins for 
‘Prologue to Glory’ which opens 
May 16. 


New Community Theatre 
For Worcester, Mass. 


Worcester, Mass., April 26. 
Work has begun on a new theatre 
project, which when completed in 
September will set a new standard 
for community theatres, at least in 
this section of New England. 


Backed by an undisclosed group of 


New York and Boston men, the 
house will be known as the Green- 
dale theatre and will be located a 
short drive from Worcester’s down- 
'town business section Henry J. 


Steinberg, of 
and treasurer. 

3uilding will be of English Tudor 
type, with tower of three floors. It 
will be set back from the street with 


Worcester, is trustee 


the grounds completely landscaped 
and providing parking room for 
more than 200 cars. Most unusual 


of all, however, will be the installa- 
tion of Westminster chimes, to be 
played only at Christmas and Easter, 
and on occasions to notify the 
neighborhood of unusual news 
events, important enough to justify 
a newspaper extra. 





Calendar of Summer Stocks 


(Asterisks indicate conformity with Equity regulations) 


| Date An- 
nounced No. of LOCATION Name of Theatre or Players Names of Directors and Managers 
to Bow Weeks 
May 2 22 Cumberland Hill, R I........Cumberland Hill- theatre..... Bruce Conning 
May 15.. 16 Skowhegan, M ‘ne........... Lakewood theatre sceccccee Melville Burke 
May 17.. 5 Ann Arbor, Mich.............Ann Arbor Festival...........Helen Arthur 
May 2l.. 15 Poughkeepsie, N. Y...........Woodcliff Players............. Lee Broadhurst ' 
May 39.. i eg |) A a Ors a ir Maryverne Jones 
May 31.. .. Litchfield, Conn secccceese ee Litchfield theatre and Litch- 
fie.d Hills Players (touring 
a Si ae ree Charles O. Carey and Randolph 
dune i... ga Us die a RNoie O02 TTT Cee Reet eee ae eee .... Steve Cochran 
Tune 1 P New London, N. H.....ccccec »«-New London Players errr 
June 5 8 Cooperstown, N. Y...... ..Washington Square Players... Randolph Somerville ; 
| June 5.. ; Be. SR eer Farragut Players......... .... Dorothy Crane-Donald Towers 
Jun: 13 2 Baers, Pago iicccaeacce -» Deer Lake theatre........ .... William Lovejoy 
June WeoOommteen, TN. FD iiéocccess case Maverick theatre........... .. Robert Elwyn 
June 15.., a 3 ts a A See .....- High Tor theatre s00csdeces FOMETD Eee 
June 15.. 19 Mt. Kisco, N. Y...............* Westchester Playhouse...... Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner 
| June 15 Westford, Mass ea .Nabnassett Players.. .....John Ferguson-Jos. Lawren 
June 20 2 Skaneateles, N. Y. (near Skaneateles theatre woeees. Virginia E, Franke 
| Syracuse) “8 
June 20... 10, Westport, Conn... occ cin occas *Country Playhouse..... ..... Lawrence Langner 
| Alternates with Mt. Kisco) 
Jun? 25.. OD . BiOCEViled, TOROS, . 605 ciccosys Schreiner Institute... .....0.. Ramsey Yelvington-Clemon White 
June 27.. Dennis, Mass........ 6<cée we FOP ROOM, oi iiaksces ...Raymond Moore-Richard Aldrich 
| June 27.. . Wee SaRins, NW. Xi... ccccess SGGeway MeAtre. nc. ccccces Ed Massey-Marie Elkins 
June 27.. 10 Provincetown, R. I........ ee el, ... N. McFee Skinner 
June 27.. 10 Bridgehampton, L. I........ .. Hampton Playhouse coceees. Wagar Mason 
Tune 27. S Cee, Cis icdissccasies Players Theatres, Inc..... ....Richard Keene and Jackson Halli- 
day 
| June 27 Me ic Si a *Ogunquit Playhouse......... Walter Hartwig 
June 27.. i. eS rere *Keene Players ..eeeeees. Freeman Hammond 
Late June Stockbridge, Mass.........2.- *Perkshire Playhouse......... William Miles 
June ~ “REMSPIOR. BRAM. 6s svc iaccnces WOCTUTCES CMCAIPE. 26. iis cse se . Jane Broder .« 
June 238 BW Ss Be kev cbse bad sa oe County theatre sf bak ce ee Robert Cutler 
lk Ae Oconomowoc, Wis soocceeOROn Motte theatre. ......0.. Thoda Cocraft 
lJuly 2 CHOUININ, BERGE... . 2.6605 ..."Monomoy theatre ...... Dot Rockwell-Mary B. Winslow 
iJuly 5 : WOMOGTSEt, PR... vscssiscosscersk amt Bn0n Sceiiie dtik Boh mele a Bruce Hewitt 
July 12 7 Schenectady, N. Y . Mohawk Drama Festival Charles Coburn 
July 15 ; mast FreitOn, Ls. B...ocscecee Drew Memorial theatre 
Aug. 2 4 Surry, Maine ..5urry Players .Sam Rosen 
pe a eae marier tGGtre. «.....60cc0s000 Robert Porterfield 
PO Bs Ge tke ede cadens Asheville teatre........... . Daniel Reed 
ee Ce a creeateeee que Cape Playhou-ce en Willard Gernhardt 
a eo Pee ae ee £6 erg reds wise wii a tone a he Robert Goodhue 
‘ ey 1 Ag kh rir Opera House acaba Richard Aldrich-R. EF. Ji es 
Clinton Hollow, N. Y errr nald Good2 Players a 
2 a +} a Elitch’s Gardens Arnold Gentle 


Doylestown Pa 
Jones Beach, L. 1 


Kennebunkport, Ma‘n2 ...Garrick Plavers eas 

Lake Mahopac, N. Y 1 ; 

Lake Skowbarve, Maine...... Lake Skowbarge theatre 

Matunuck, R. I Theatre-by-th7-S21 

Parksville. N. Y Yout Gap theatre 

Peapack, N. J , Cliff Self Player vs 

Randall's Island, N. Y 

tochester, N. Y Rochester thea 

St. Louis. Mo pal Over 

WROTUONE, 3 Kei ccavecacsaas { -Sullivan eatre 
ee We teriv z I eeocece eeee Gre n Hay *n th itre 


vier Robert 


... Harry Holland 
Fortune Galix 
Currie’ 
David isc’ er 
Dorothv Rhodes 


Fortune Gallo 
Jack Shatz 
.Richard Berge: 

.-.F. J. Viola 
teen Stallard Siebenthal 


| majority 
| going to Chautauqua, N. Y., for their 
|annual series of s mmer productions. 


| $150,000 during 


| and in New Zealand. 


| Alvord 


| shows, 


| Gross. 


ROTATING REP 
FOR LA. FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 26 

During his visit to San Francisco 
last week, Homer Curran outlined 
'a plan for a repertory theatre here 
with ranking stars in outstanding 
dramatic successes. Curran’s scheme 
|for founding of a California literary 
| theatre has been hatching for 
time, 


Plan is 


Some 


to present at both the Cur- 


ran Theatre here and the Biltmore 
in Los Angeles, four plays which 
will run a week each. Subscription 
plan of selling tickets, like those 


organized for local grand opera 
symphony would 
successful sev- 
be added eact 
undecide 1 as to 


ana 
seasons, be used 
If the season proved 
eral would 


year. Curran is still 


weeks 


whether the project should be 
started in the later summer or early 
winter after the San _ Francisco 
Opera season has closed. 

Robert Edmond Jones has agreed 
to sit on the board of directors and 
will probably design the scenery for 
the four productions Max Rein- 
hardt has expressed a desire to di- 
rect ‘Sumurun’ or ‘Danton.’ 

Curran said he would not try ne\ 
plays because they are too risky 
ind that the season would be ar- 
ranged so audiences will see as va- 
ried a repertory as possible 


Foundation’s 50G Helps 
Cleve Little Theatres 


Cleveland, April 26 


Western Reserve Univ. is 


rebuild- 


ing its Eldred theatre, one of the 
town’s leading community theatres, 
through a gift of $35,000 from the 


Rockefeller Foundation Donation 


came as a result of its alfiliation 
with Cleveland Play House, which 
uses it in training school course fo: 
actors and dramatics teachers 
Tieup was made closer when the 
Rockefellers also agreed to Zive 
financial backing to the National 
Theatre Conference, which has its 


headquarters 
S. Leathem, director if 
Eldred, is secretary of a group 
posed of 25 directors of non-profit 
little theatres in Ohio. Frederic Mc- 
Connell, head of the Play House, is 
treasurer of the N.T.C, which is re- 
ceiving $15,000 from the foundation 
to promote its activities. 

Gift includes $5,000 for a revolving 
fund to pay for play royalties and 
$10,000 extra, at the rate of $2,000 
yearly, for the organization’s general 
expenses. After the Play House 
closes in late May, McConnell and a 
of his repertory cast are 


at the college. Barclay 
on ral 
general 


com- 


A. B. Marcus Show Made 
$150,000 on Anzac Tour 


Advices received from Australia 
by Ned Alvord indicate that the A. 
B. Marcus show netted a profit of 
its 11 months there 
It played legit 
the Antipodes 





theatres throughout 
under contracts which stipulated 
that the house end assume virtually 
all operating costs except the com- 
pany’s salaries. 

Marcus pleaded with Aivord, for- 
merly his advance agent, to 
the trip, offering him half the profits, 
but the ‘cutaway kid,” as he is called 


make 


| for the apparel he wears, decided to 


spend a second summer in Ft. Worth 
with the Casa Manana. This season 
has been agenting legit 
Recently he has been in ad- 
vance of ‘Gentlemen Need a Shave’ 
by Charles Washburn and Ben 
Latter is radio editor of the 
N.Y. Daily News. Washburn, also 
an agent, wanted Alvord to do the 


| trick, but the latter had first to flie 


an application’ to the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurets 
Union, which issued a working card 
to him. 

Marcus Show opened in Johannes- 


burg recently and is expected lo 
play South African dates for the 
next six months. It is the first Amer- 
ican musical to play either territory 
in many years, but there are )lans 
ifoot to send Leonard Sillman’s 


‘Who's Who’ to Australia 


Morner’s Coast ‘Prince’ 
Los Angeles, April 26 
Stanley Morner has been set for 
the title role in ‘The Student Prince’ 
to be presented at the Philharmonic, 
opening May 23. 
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Spring Edition of Lambs’ 
Introduces Number 


+ 


of Novelties 





Spring Gambo] of the Lambs Club 
held at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., Saturday (23) was accom- 
panied by a snappy bill of just an 
hour and 15 minutes, 
marily a 
geared for humor that started when 
Shepherd William Gaxton and M. 
Sayle Taylor (The Voice of Experi- 
ence’) pulled the gag about the bow- 
legged actor. 


‘Snow Flakes’ 


Broadway boxoffice people 
are kidding about the ‘no-ice’ 
provision in the new basic 
agreement between the pro- 
ducers and the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers 
union. Some would prefer not 
to mention the matter, however. 

‘Don’t use the term ice any- 
more,’ one b.o. man remarked, 

Vocal highlights were anything ‘call it snow flakes.’ 
but routine, There was novelty in 
the presentations, although none was 


required by Morton Downey, who! 
was in rare form. Laughs and class 
warbling came with ‘Curb Your Dog,’ 


billed as a ‘canine cantata,’ staged 
by William Holbrook. It brought on 
WPA theatre project in New York 
is NOW engaging more actors, as per- 


It was pri- 


singing show; but was 














a baritone, tenor, prima donna and 
the like, all with assorted mixed 
breed pooches on leashes On an air- 
jing in Central Park. In the act were 
Armand ‘Tokatyan, Warren Lee 
Terry, Robert Shilton, Don Gautier, 
Phil Ryder and Robert Pitkin. 

. mitted under the government order 
Punch of the y ' 
to increase the personnel. Number 
taken on totals 220 as indicated last 
week. Original plans to enlarge the 
project by at least 300 were revised 
in Washington. Reason for reducing 
the increase was not explained other 
than that the original number was an 


warbling ection 
came at the finale, with the clubmen 
jin burnt cork. Words and music 
were by Fred Hillebrand, who was 
brought forward for an acknowl- 
edgement. Turn ‘Will There Be 
Room for All of Us in Heaven?’ was 
billed ‘a_ spiritualletta.’ Cast was 


estimate and was never officially 
opped by James Wilkinson, \ as , . 
toy pe d by ames Wilk : on, who okayed, 
a darky preacher conducted a re- : , 
vival meeting. Others in the cas! Whether the most recent order 


limiting the annual security pay to 
not more than $1,000 per person will 
effect a change in plans to send com- 


were Don Tomkins, 
John Barker, Roy Roberts, Jack 
Sheehan, Joe Vitale, Maurice La- 
igne, Dave Mallen and James Tran- P@nies on tour or to spot virtual stock 
ier. Staging was by Charles Mosconi, C©O™Panies in certain spots is not defi- 
with special setting and lighting by Mite. It is the hope of the adminis- 
Yellenti and Albert Cowles. trators to secure sponsorship or sub- 
scription support, which is expected 
to take care 0. a major share of the 
Milt Gross contributed a comedy expense eniailed. Another angle is the 
sketch, ‘The Fireman,’ w.th Otto $3 per day allowance given govern- 
Soglow playing that character. It ment employees when traveling. 
proved a spicy bedroom bit with Problem, however, is how to rec- 
Hugh Cameron in the hay with Dave O7¢ie the lowered pay in the New 


Eddie Nugent, 


Milt- Gress-Soglow Combo 


‘ ; ; yor “ojec ar ti lepart- 
Rigys playing an artist's model. Ye ‘ ieee 7 ce oa 
Cameron sported one of the most — si s that it: TT “ a 
garish bathrobes ever conceived. Joe hampered. Buta solution of sorts is 
Laurie, Jr., staged a novelty, ‘New being mulled over. This would 


mean cutting down the pay of some 
of the compler ent in order to main- 
tain the present wage of players 
who are regarded as vital to per- 
formances. 

How this will 
arousing general 


and Old 
Powell. 
plete masks to give impressions of 
noted people. 

Stan Kavanaugh was a natural 
with his bounding balls and Indian 
clubs. ‘Kashmiri the Eloquent,’ 
who is Leonard Elliott, was still an- | tailment is supposed to cover the 
other novelty on the comic side. adminisirative force's salaried people, 
Opening was ‘A Tempest in a Top-| who get $3,000 and upward, is still 
Hat,’ a brief operetta topped by Wal-|to be ruled upon, it is stated. If 
ter Woolf King, Fred Howard and such jobs 


are brought within the 
Gene Hammond. Words and music $1,000 regulation it might mean that 
were by Howard, with William Lynn 


the reduction in wages would cover 
doing the staging. There was an ex- 


the whole project to balance the 
cellent orchestra conducted by Rich- salaries paid the execs. 
ard Baravalle, although Hans Fred- 


a the baton for the spiritual EQUITY BOOSTS PAY 
FOR CHORUS GROUP 


Faces,’ played by Doane 
Latter uses a series of com- 


work out without 
protests is to be 
considered, Whether the wage cur- 





Affair was for the club’s memorial 
and relief fund. Gaxton recently re- 


turned from Hollywood, where he 
went in the interests of the new a 
group charity movement in New| Although Equity made no further 


changes last week that might up pro- 
duction costs so far as straight plays 
are concerned, contracts for its 
chorus branch were made stiffer and 
here- 


York that aims to raise $10,000,000. 
Gaxton, in mentioning the Coast, 
said there was no more rain out 
there—‘just orange juice.’ He auc-'! 
tioned off James Montgomery Flagg’s | Will apply to musical 
painting, used as the front cover of | after. 
the program, Hiram Bloomingdale! line and plays a bit or warbles solo, 
bidding it in for $600. minimum pay of $40 must apply. 
Stil] the angel of the Lambs, Rob- 
ert L. Hague was again host to sev- 
eral hundred guests who gathered 
before and after dinner in his special ‘ 
suite above the ballroom. His’ only Recently the pay of choristers was 
rival for entertaining friends ap- boosted from $30 to $35 in New 
pears to be Charles S. Howard, of York and $40 on tour, Previous 
San Francisco, who proposes bring- Minimum was $30 with $35 on the 
ing 200 to Belmont race track next road. Producers of major musicals 
month to watch his Seabiscuit race | Usually pay over the scale, particu- 
War Admiral. bee. larly for showgirl types, but the 
number of such productions is mark- 

edly reduced and the number of jobs 


. . b J 
Blitzstein S Duo |are stated to be larger in the night 


shows 


bers of the cast are to be paid at 
least one-eighth of a week’s wage for 
the extra duty. 


| spot field than on the stage. 


Pittsburgh, April 26 

Mare Blitzstein, author of ‘Cradle 
Will Rock,’ here for a few days last 
week to see his mother, Mrs. William 
Levy, before pulling out for the Vir- 
kin Islands to spend the next six 
monihs knocking out a 
with music and_= starting 
without tunes. 


Wildberg’s ‘Cramp’ 
John J. Wildberg, attorney, who 
has secured the rights to the Dorothy 
Bennett and Link Hannah comedy 
‘Writer's Cramp,’ 
a five or six weeks’ tour for the pla} 
New York opening. In- 


around at sev- 


; hopes to arrange 
new Diav 
; } 

anotne!l prior to its 


tention is to play 


Has decided to keep away from) era] strawhats rather than wait un- 
Hollywood for at least agother veal til fall to give it the ial week or 
he told friends, preferring to get!) two road tryout. Wildberg goes t 
himself more firmly established on the Coast soon to line p the cast 
ihe stage. Couple of Broadway pro- Katherine Alexander et. Othe) 


Cucers offered him contracts for hi whom Wildberg will see are Rod 
new work but he wants to finish it La Rocque. Paul Kelly, Warren WV 
before seeking any managerial set- Liam and Conrad Nagle Also an 
Up. ‘ous to telk with Raquel Torres 


Gambol 


If a chorister steps out of the | 


Chorus people who understudy mem- | 
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Stella Adler’s Bid 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Stella Adler, who staged the Coast 
production of ‘Golden Boy,’ has re- 
ceived overtures from the Group 
Theatre, N. Y., to play the lead in 


‘John Reed's Wife.’ 


Piece is slated for a summer pro- 
duction on Broadway. 


GUILD VARIES 
ROAD AGENT 
POLICY 


Theatre Guild plans a major 
change in policy in its publicity de- 
partment for next season. Instead of 
having a department head and one 
or two assistants, idea is to hire an 
agent for each show, to be responsi- 
ble for that show alone. However, 
as head agent, Joseph Heidt would 
still have general authority over all 
agents on the staff. 

Under the new agreement between 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union and the League of 
N. Y. Theatres, the Guild required 
to pay its chief press agent $150 a 
week. Assistant must be hired at 
$75 a week for a second show, an- 
other at $100 a week for a third show 
and still another at $75 for a possi- 
ble fourth show. 

f the Guild is said to be that 
as long as its will have to pay $75 
or $100 for an asistant, it might as 
well spend the $75 to $50 extra and 


; 


get a full-fiedged agent who can de- 


Idea ( 


vote his entire time to a single show. 
Figured the publicity breaks 
may more than offset the added 
salary cost. Added factor is said to 
be the comparative scarcily of as- 


extra 


sistant agents within the TMAT 
ranks. There are plenty of full-rank 
agents, but only a few asistants, it is 
said. 

Heidt, new head of the depart- 


ment, succeeds Helen Deutsch He 
has been with the Build 10 yeors 
Helen Deutsch, who retires from the 
post at the end of this season. 


FTP CASTING WORRIES 
ON ‘SING FOR SUPPER’ 


Federal Theatre is having casting 
pains with the production of its first 
musical. ‘Sing for Your Supper.’ 
Lack of cooperation from other pos- 
sible sources within the project and 
limited supply among its own people 
due to age, etc., has plans stymied. 

Musical was written by Harold 
Hecht and recently acquired by the 
FTP. Red tape of switching singing- 


|dancing people from the vaudeville 
Now supervisors | 
'on vaudeville are uneasy about part- 
| ing with the cream of their material 


project hit it first. 


lest its standards fall off and boomer- 
ang. Also is trouble that those in 
charge are not familiar with types on 
rolis. their work and former back- 
ground, which would aid casting. 


‘Ramona’ Pageant 





m 15th Year 


On Coast; World's Largest Stage 


+ 





Quite Weil, Thanks 


L. Lawrence Weber, formerly 
active on legit managerial cir- 
cles, having recovered from 
pneumonia, denies he is broken 
in health and bank account. 
Nothing is the matter with him, 
he explains, that a 
script won't cure. 


good play 


‘To allay the concern ot mv 





well-wishers,’ he add I can 
say that I went short on the 
stock market last September 











STAGEHANDS TO 


BALLOT MAY 8 


Lively session held Sunday (24) by 
the stagehands Local No. 1, 


Alliance of Theatrical 


union 
International 
Stage Employees, was climaxed wit! 
nominations for the annual election 


to be held May 8. Contests will 
mark the balloting this year Five 
candidates have been named for the 


presidency and another four asp)- 
rants for the two business agent 
berths, 

James Brennan was renominated | 


to succeed himself as the prez and 
the four opposing candidates are Sam 
Goldfarb, a former president of the 
union; Earl Marshall (Music Hall, 
Radio City): Robert Amster (Roxy), 
and George Marshall (Forrest). | 
Vincent Jacobi and Frank Powderly 
were again selected as agenis, but | 
will be opposed by John 


and Louis Yeager, the latter a forme: 


Goodson 


business agent. 

Figured that Brennan’s opponents 
will split the vote of their adherents 
and in that event he would be as: 
sured of a plurality. With one in- 
terval, he has headed the loca] for 
six terms and is also vice-president 
of the parent IATSE. 


FTP Blood Test 


Chicago, April 26. 

Federal Theatre Project has a give- 
away of its own to stimulate trade 
for ‘Spirochette,’ syphilis drama 
which opens at the Blackstone to- 
morrow night (Wednesday ). 

Arranged with the Board of | 
Health to give free blood tests in the | 
theatre lobby. 


BARRISTER’S STAGER 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Ralph D. Paonessa, L. A. attorney- | 
impresario, will start rehearsals | 
early in May for his first musical 
comedy, ‘Thumbs West.’ George | 
Rosener, who will direct, wrote the 
book, George Grandee, the score and 
Jack Keirn Brennan the lyrics. 


Only Five Hollywood Buys So Far: 
Amounts Also Way Under Normal 


Hollywood has so far bought the 
film rights to only five plays pro- 
duced on Broadway this season 
That is considerably behind the re 
ords of recent seasons, both as to the 
number of plays purchased and t 
amounts paid. Highest price 
tioned is for ‘On Borrowed Time.’ 
Metro had that tied up, but the deal 
is still to be completed Bid is said 
$125,000 level an- 


ne 


men- 


to be under thie 


Purchases of rights of other play 


‘ 


how that bidding has been light ir 
] t , tance. Several buy 


were reported at higher figures than 
ly y 


actually paid. Indications are that 
the fi re vere intentionally upped 
for one reason or anotne! 

R Lda ¢ 

Le Pie oe ae 


Golden Boy’ was d to 


‘ 


rave been sold to Columbia for 
$85.000, but the actual price put 
round $70,009 The Star Wavo 
hal} te ‘ ) t $65 GOOG 
fro ~ ] ‘ ‘ 
the $40.00 ji 
( T 1 
eek < s r{ ( 
hye rice 1 ‘ 
é j ] f] p2 
ang the price is re¢ ded as high be 


*Roosty’ also 
vas a bust on the stage though its 
rights brought $11,500. 30th the Jat- 
ter went to Metro, giving that firm 


three 


cause of that rating. 


‘ 
V 


yut of the five buys, 

Pending Deals 
Other pending deals for current 
attractions include ‘Susan and God, 


which Metro is considering fo: 


Norma Shearer Picture end also 
appears to be interested in the po 
ibilitie of ‘What a Life “All the 
Living’ and ‘Mice and Men.’ Latte 
fi Ir) cnance were Uupp¢ j tif inf 
was awarded the critics prize 

Also mentioned for possible Hol- 

vood usage is ‘Pins and Needle 
a revue staged by the Ladie Inter- 

tional Garment Worker inion, but 
f that deal goe t} Ou only thie 
tit] vuld ke] be ise There 
Na i I cul A of tre ime 

( pre ted at the S} yf 
. AV ys ro : 
1922 te e to the 
the : 
] f ‘ of 
} of ‘ five r ture ae 
e cre set t J old Free 
{ the } dat& B dt ager 


| more than 


Los Angeles, April 26. 

With snow-capped Mt. San Jacinto 
for a backdrop and 250 actors fight- 
ing and romancing in the surround- 
ing hills, the’ historical pageant, 
‘Ramona,’ opened its 15th season 
Saturday (23) on the old Camulos 
Rancho near Hemet, Cal., about 100 
miles from Los Angeles 


‘Ramona’ is largely a labor of love. 
The cast is recruited from the town 

Hemet and San Jacinte 
exception of a lew ]} 
whom 
salary 


Victor Jory is 


people of 
with the 
ionals, to 


rofes- 
sentiment means 
lirecting ar “Ve 
qirecting ana pia) 


the leading role of Alessandre 


iS year as he has done for the last 
decade. Assisting him a 
his wife, Jean Inne 


airector is 
who has given 
up the role of Ramona this 
vecause of illness. 

Playing the part is Cristina Welles, 
soprano, who has 


season 


introduced songs 
into the dramatic action for the first 
time Miss Welles, who was 
cated in Mexico City. is under con- 


tract to play Spanish parts for Co- 


lumbia pictures 

Stevan Darrell, another’ profes- 
sional, is cast as Felipe, an important 
role Darrell has appeared in sev- 


eral pictures and is connected with 
the Pasadena Community theatre 

Villagers and children, 
actuated by civic pride, make up the 
rest of the cast, costumed as Indians, 
caballeros and rancheros. 

The story is based on the novel 
‘Ramona,’ written by Helen Hunt 
Jackson, who had been sent to Cali- 
fornia to investigate Indian aflairs 
for the Federal government 

It deals with the struggles between 
the Indians and the ranchers half a 
century ago, and the love of Ramona 
for Alessandro, a native sheep- 
herder accused as a Cattle rustler. 
There is plenty of gunplay between 
Indians and whites in the hille and 
the more romantic scenes are plaved 
on a natural stage, all in view of the 
audience in the amphitheatre. 

5,000 Capacity 

This structure, built by the earn- 
ings of the play, seats 5,000 comfort- 
ably. Six performances are given 
each year, on Saturdays and Sundays 
over a stretch of three weeks. It is 
estimated that 200,000 have seen the 
pageant since 1923, with 30,000 more 
expected by the end cof the present 
run. 


school 


Dramatist and first director of 
‘Ramona’ was Garneth Holme, Uni- 
versity of California professor, who 
died the next year. The moving 
spirit for the last ten years has been 


| Victor Jory, who has made it his an- 
| nual art pilgrimage. 


Personages in all walks of life have 
attended the ‘Ramona’ festival, the 
last big historical pageant left in 
California. Calvin Coolidge was a 
spectator shortly after he left the 
White House, and the list of guests 
includes prominent personages in 
political, literary, dramatic and busi- 
ness life. 

It is a non-profit enterprise. All 
the proceeds, above the cost of cos- 
tumes, promotion and a few protes- 
sional salaries, is turned over tu the 
Ramona Pageant association and de- 
voted to improving the amphitheatre 
and the surrounding hills, said to be 
the largest stage in the world. Ad- 
mission prices are $1 and $1.50. 

Adding a touch of Old California 
is Leo Carillo, descendant of Spanish 
dons, who hands out prizes at the 
athletic contests and stirs things up 
generally. 


‘Buddy’ Masehke Sued For 
$5,000 as ‘Memory’ Angel 


Cleveland, Ap 26. 

Maurice (Buddy) Maschke J 
former husband of Helen Morgan. 
W at sued last week for $5,009 by 
Myron C. Fagan, New Yor} - 
aducer, on the clain he €« 
to back a play tasged ‘Memor: i 
19234 for $5.000. Suit v filed } € 


by Herbert J. Straub. re; 


Fagan and the Memory Pro 


Inc. Producer declare the 
was incorporated with $20.00 ¢ . 
tal f June 
1954 ’ t « 
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hearsals of Broadway productions is | ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ tried a comeback, en a ee oi fers ge “a Tes directed. Casi ie Gene Buck. as toastmaster, was in 

7 | , 4 tae . aro 3olton anc amiris, who |é f ally »cted. ast is : ; : 

1¢ st¢ tivities 1 ailec atharine Cornell re- . -calle . . o ‘ 
one of the suggested activities. but fail 1. P K “ arine vm *“lalso plays a leading role, have too {large and, although there are no, ©X¢* llent trim, complimenting Cohan 

Also stated that the bureau will | Vived Shaw's ‘Candida’ for 90 per-| great’ a job in trying to stage this | names, the nut appears too heavy for | for his love of God, family and coun- 
establish a course of study for the | formances. |Greek classic taken from Homer and | the show to get by on slim pickings, | try. He quickly introduced the 










































































budding authors and will include | Despite the playing-it-safe angle | Euripides, and based on the fall of 
conferences with ‘leaders in various | aS far as the dramatist is concerned,|Troy. .There’s a preponderance of 


|dialog and incomprehensible danc- 

ing. ¢ ( o sia) r Tx] Oo. 
productions this season can be con- | 135; although the music bv W alling 
| sidered in the hit class. These are ford Riegger, played by a WPA or- 
| Sieeree , aT — chestra, and a mixed choir attain 


departments of the theatre.’ Pro-| only two of the eight posthumous 
ducing managers are likewise asked 


to cooperate in the plans, 


Guild - Bureau scrap has been | ‘Caesar’ and ‘Sea Gull.’ Two more some measure of adequacy 
raging ever since the formation of | have been moderate successes, ‘Doll’s| It’s startling, too, at times to hear 
the latter outfit two years ago. Be-j| House,’ and ‘Shoemaker’s Holiday.’| the verse of ancient Greece shroud- 


led in New Yorkese. But, all in all, 
| the players try valiantly, best being | 
| Isabel Bonner, as the courageous 
Trojan matron, Hecuba. | 

Greece’s invasion of Troy. with | 
‘Wild Duck,’ which opened | the aid of the giant wooden horse, is 


cause of its film backing, the bureau 
was accused by the Guild of being 
a ‘company union’ and a Hollywood | You Like It,’ ‘Antony and Cleopatra,’ 

stalking horse to attack the Drama- | and ‘Merry Wives of Windsor.’ Other | 
tists’ Guild basic agreement with the | is ‘Ibsen’s 


Of the four total flops, three have 
been Shakespearean, These are ‘As | 





Broadway managers. Dramatists|and shuttered quickly. ‘Circle,’|not unlike topical themes usually | 
had boycotted the Bureau contests.| which only recently opened, is not |undertaken by the experimental | 
Any managerial or playwright co-| figured in this rating. FTP. Here the Greeks take the | 
operation was frowned upon. —— “and il pipe agin —-: 
Torts . a , plunder and kill the male youngsters | 
eiurts to end Gs Cupute have ‘ROAD’ 9G, CLEVE. |so their adulthood won't threaten 


been in progress for several weeks, | 
but the bureau’s bow-out was not | 
made known until yestercay (Tues- 
day). After pledging the Drama- 
tists’ cooperation with the new bu- 
reau setup, Robert E. Sherwood, 
Guild president, planned to sail to- 
day (Wednesday) to spend the sum- 
mer in Europe, 

With their bureau’s usefulness now 
pretty well dissipated, the film com- | 
panies are still understood to be 
trying to reach an agreement with 


their on nasties. 

Tamiris is programmed as being in | 
her first speaking role; her monoto- 
{nous voice needs considerable culti- 
|vation. At times the dances of her | 
| group assume a barbarism not at all | 
— = | in keeping with the beaten, resigned 
|miens of the Trojan women. 


Piay Out of Town 
HOLD YOUR HATS 


Cleveland, April 26. 
*Tobacco Road’ pulled a neat $9,000 
gross here last week at the Hanna. 
Company was headed by John 
Barton, 





they have virtually abandoned hope | 
lof effecting a compromise. Guild | 
membership in general, and Sher- 
wood in particular, are determined 
not to make any concessions. It was 
because of dissatisfaction with this 


cineca 


ee Seen eeemerte 








the Guild for modification of the} contract that Hollywood withdrew Pittsburgh, April 23 | 
_ Dramatists’ basic ~roduction con-|its legit financing after the 1935-36 | atusicat in two acts (26 scenes). with 
tract. However, it is believed that ' season. music, lyrics and cketches by Charles 8B. 
ee eS SS AES iE ME : ce tel = eed PS Gaynor. Directed by Frederick Burleigh, 
Settings, James Lindsay and Jere Me- 

Mahon. 
° ® Cast: Stephanie Diamond, Gene Kelly, 
Norma Shea, Marjorie McCann, William 
=—— McCloskey, Jere McMahon, Mary Jane 
Donohue, Hope Day, Harriet Engle, Nor- 
man Porter, Jane Bowman, Alma Jind, 
‘ Pe —ae Tom Wilmot, Wilma Ziefel. Jimmy Fitz- | 
_ , 7 = gerald, Bob Bailey, Bob Knight, Janice 
Critics Circle award to ‘Mice and Men’ puts Sam H. Harris out in front | Cooper, Jean Coyle, Marjorie Hull, Mary 
in the matter of having been managerially interested in prize plays. It is | phar gv gg - cee” aoe 
his fourth show to ring the bell in that respect. Three in the group have] Pill Miller, Jim Skeels, Jobn Stang and 
copped the Pulitzer prize, ‘Icebound’ produced in 1923 being the first. |Peter Walsh. At the playhouse, Pitts- 


burgh, for one month; $1 top. 


First time Pittsburgh Playhouse, 
community theatre, has gone in for a 


His ‘Of Thee I Sing’ was another, the only musical to win that honor, 
while ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ was last season’s Pulitzer winner, | 
Prior to the ‘Mice’ win an arrangement was made between Harris and | 


the Theatre Guild whereby the play will tour American Theatre Society | Musical. It won't be the last. It's an 
i subscription spots next season. Show is assured $4,500 weekly from such ened gi be ~~ geen C —— 
subscribers. Guild has also scheduled the Mercury theatre’s ‘Five Kings’ | 74Y"0T who turned out the skits, 


| lyrics and tunes. Opening in Pitts-| 
Latter | burgh night after ‘You Never Know,’ 
which stars Lupe Velez, there were 
critical hints that the amateur of- 
fering was better. 

This isn’t entirely without founda- 
tion either, for Gaynor has done a 
bright series of sketches and tunes. | 
plenty of which could find a spot in| 


rey 


acy 


ivals for the road, which may also get 
opens publicly at the Guild theatre, N.Y., 

Couple of new writers were dispatched to Pittsburgh by John Shubert 
last week to see what they could do with book of ‘You Never Know.’ 
Musical has been in process of revision ever since it opened a month ago 
but so far hasn’t reeseponded very successfully to treatment. Understood 
\ at least two of the featured threesome of Lupe Velez, Clifton Webb and 


‘Washington Jitters.’ 
next Monday (2). 


eel Me 








Figures on doing his | 


: - as curtain 
casting on the Coast, saying there are not enough desirable actors here 


prodigious, with opening | 


was played by Harry Sheppard, 
Hedgerow production in 1923, 
erent. 


repeating the 


All 


role he played in the first | 
embers of the cast were diff- 


| the revue’s 
| ters as a nautch dancer. 
Brice, in ‘I’m a No Good Woman’ 
and in a flock of shrewd 


other 1 


siudio, Best of the skits is ‘Tobacco Road,’ 


|a theatre lounge, 


}a couple of 


| seduces 
| the library clerk who spends his tips 


‘for authors Robert Steiner 


;}manage to 


the pace 


| rizes 


high-spots. Also regis- | 
a la Fannie | 


satirical | 


, ‘ , : sketches. lampooning§ international | 
5 “r : ; ¢ aviors it oj One in rece J as 3 ne he . 4 . P - 
isi, = There are two Jane Taylors in leg On recent WPA cast is n at th spies. the Statue of Liberty and 
4 Jane Taylor of musical comedy who is now dickering with a Hollywood | Loyella Parsons. 


which is all it’s likely to draw. Films 
do this sort of thing much better— 
and films of this type come a dime a 
dozen. 

Play 
miliar 


combines a 
characteristics. 


number of fa- 
It’s a kind of 


| now-you-see-it-now-you-don't ‘Grand 


Hotel,’ 
themes, 
‘Small 
ago. 


with a bagful of concurrent 

Much in the manner of 
Miracle,’ of several seasons 
Whereas that opus was laid in 
this takes place in 
the New York Public Library. Again 
there’s murder, robbery, seduction, 
blackmail and whatnot. 


Main thread of ‘Escape This Night’ | 


concerns international espionage. It 
deals with a terrorist gang represent- 
ing a European dictatorship. This 
crew seeks to prevent one of its 


| countrymen from writing an expose 
|of conditions at home. He 


’s threat- 
ened, his wife is blinded and later 
murdered. A publisher, 
issue his work, is also slain. 

Other themes 
zling bank clerk, a couple of desper- 
ate down-and-outs trying to shake 
him down, a college football player 
and his girl cramming for an exam, 
schoolgirls playing 
hockey, the degenerate film star who 
one of the schoolgirls and 


splurging the girls to lunch, 

While the juggling technic of keep- 
ing all these subjects in the air at 
once is familiar enough, it’s too much 
and Leona 
One or two brief moments 
arouse gripping tension 
in the audience, but generally inter- 


Hevyert. 


est is dissipated in the hodge-podge 
| of trivialities. 


| Patrick’s cathedral for 


who would ' 


include an embez- | 


Guild’s chaplain, Father John White, 
one of the wittiest of the organiza- 
tion’s speakers. He hails from Staten 
Island, which he claims is the big- 
gest of New York’s five boroughs— 
at low tide. He started out by say- 
ing: ‘If the Pope thinks he can give 
me a greater honor than that of sit- 
ting at the table with George Cohan, 


I'd like to know about it. He was 
followed by a church dignatary, Mer. 


Lavelle, who has been pastor of St. 
50 years. 

Al Smith was cheered when he 
rose to josh with Father White and 
note the presence of Otis Skinner, 
who ‘played the part of a banker 
when they were in good repute.’ 
Smith said that history is largely re- 
ported in song, but none had given 
greater inspiration than Cohan’s 
‘Over There.’ 

Bugs Baer was more sedate in his 
remarks, which included: ‘Talent 
knows what it’s doing: genius doesn’t. 
Talent gives the public what it wants. 
Genius makes the public like what 
it gives.’ 

Smith seized the Baer comment 
which ‘suggests to me that the gov- 
l'ernment is being run by genius.’ 
Former governor amused the throng 
by singing an early Cohan number, 
‘Come on Downtown,’ which led 
John B. Kennedy to crack, ‘I never 
knew that the governor had what we 
call a mixed basso-profundo.’ 

Hiich-Hiker 


~ , . | ai ‘ | oh his 
‘Escape This Night’ leaves too Baer said of Cohan, ‘Although 
many questions unanswered. And, Wagon is hitched to a star and mine 
where he has failed as a playwright.|is not, no one can stop me from 
Steiner hasn't mended things in his! thumbing a ride. I have watched 


direction. 


leisurely, where all 





showing the effects of its censorship 
lam- 
in which Jere 


in different cities. 

poons child film stars, 
McMahon does slick burlesque of 
precocious eight-year-old: one 
intelligent tests: there's 
Torch Bearer,’ 


Another 


eternal triangle. London, Paris 


Hollywood versions. 


Te pro. circles. Frederick Burleigh, ballads that have possibilities, al- 
4 ; Libby Holman have said they wouldn't go into New York with ‘Know’| has directed it briskly and cast is| though his chief forte is comedy 
 Y unless libretto is reshaped considerably beforehand. good. Whole thing is witty, winning| songs, ‘I'm In Love With the West 
i i cise and waggish, closing most success-| is high-class and ‘I'd Like to Be a 
i 4 James Timony, in the east last week representing Mae West, plans to enter | ful season in Playhouse’s history Lady.’ which Marjorie McCann sings 

' pt . ane e : ; aa oe poe | Show’s chief fault is tl it’ effectively, is lyricall naught 
: the legit managerial field in New York next season. ows chief fault is that its too 3 y oly: 


‘Even Stephen’ is also okay 


Pi, He was formerly a practicing attorney in the metropolis. Last season} 11:30. Sharp pruning, which has| socko it over. ‘I'm Not in Love.’ 
1) & he tried out two plays in Hollywood little theatres and has them slated| been going on since premiere, will| sung by Harriet Engle, sounds as if 
5 for Broadway in the fall. improve it immeasurably. It should} it could go places, too. 

; ‘ a be running full speed this week, at a ag sarge ae Pegg been staged 

di : - Se oe : ve , wnteae | Which time some of the Broadway] well by Gene Kelly, who also con- 
| . Ordinance concerning the use of Signs, including those used by theatres, | boys misht do worse than to look| tributes several effective dance | 
i) fs being considered by New York’s Council, the city’s governing body which |in’on what Gaynor has as well as| specialties, and pert, young Norma| 

+ | replaced the Board of Aldermen. Signs would be permitted to extend one | several talented people in the cast. | Shea clicks consistently with her in- 
Pat. foot below and six feet above the canopy. Nobody’s featured, but brunt is; genuing. Also doing a swell hare- 
Understood the statute would legalize the present practice of sign dis--| carried by Stephanie Diamond, who| lipped Ellie May_in the ‘Tobacco 
plays which are restricted under an old ordinance. did lead in Plavhouse’s ‘Accent on| Road’ number. Boy-girl numbers | 
' i aa Youth’ earlier this season. She’s a| are handled nicely by Miss Shea! 
. , ; ‘ | good comedienne and places Gav-| McMahon and Hope Day Kelly. 

i 4 Hedgerow theatre, in Rose Valley, Moylan, Pa., observed its 15th birth- | nor’s crack hillbilly A one ‘I'm In| with a lot of help ~ the sketches by 
eS day last Thursday (21) with a performance of Shaw’s ‘Candida.’ Morell | | Love With the West, higher among | Norman Porter, Alma Lind. Tom 


Wilmot, 
| olds, who make the I. Q. 
‘Act Your Age.” a standout. 
is furnished by two pianos, 
by Gaynor and Ruth Levin, 
| right for the intimacies 


‘ seat playhouse. Cohen. 


His staging is diffused and 
the 


sati- 
‘The 
in which the Statue 
of Liberty complains about tourists 
running up and down inside her, and 
and 
Latter gets in 
some good stuff via Leopold-Creta. 

Gaynor has turned out a couple of 


and 
night not coming down until around | husky-voiced Mary Jane Donohue 


Jimmy Fitzgerald and Wil-} 
ma Ziefel, latter a couple of 10-year- 
lampoon, 

Music 

played 
and just 
of the 240- 


him and followed him as a column- 

t—but not a Broadway columnist. 
I will not crawl through a keyhole, 
but I might sneak through a window 

. There is a rule to leave ’em 
always laughing when you say 
goodbye ,.. No speaker can wear out 
his welcome and the seat of his pants 
at the same time.’ 

Skinner was at ease before the 
microphones, WMCA staying on the 
air until the finale. Recalling days 
in Philadelphia with Jerry Cohan, 
Skinner spoke of when salaries were 
so small ‘we couldn't see *em—and 
didn’t get ‘em.’ Major Bowes read 
his address, explaining that he can't 
make a speech: ‘I make notes on the 
program and napkins, but when I 
stand up, my mind sits down.’ 

Among other speakers of those in- 
troduced on the dais were Jesse 
Jones of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp, Merlin H. Aylesworth, David 
Warfield, Sam H. Harris, James A. 
| Farley, Dan Frohman, Justice Ferdi- 
|nand Pecora, Paul Block, Arthur 
Hopkins, Joseph P, Tumulty, Wal- 
lace Ford, James Montgemery Flagg, 
| Donald Brian, Edward P. Mulrooney 
and Dudley Digges. 


’ 
Della’s Stage Debut 
Los Angeles, April 26. 

Della Lind, Viennese warbler im- 
ported by Metro, will make her 
American stage debut in the L.A 
Civic Opera Assn’s presentation of 
‘The Student Prince.’ 

Offering opens May 23 at the Phil- 
| harmonic, 
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° | ‘Caesar’ epid $6,7 | ° ° ’ ? i 
Chi Has Only Two Shows Current; ““rvc"‘iiéwest Stnas Holiday Biz Below B'way's Hopes, | 


——— . . | 
between Milwaukee and this town. | 
‘Streamlined’ version of the Bard’s | 


Star Wagon’ $14,000, ‘Service’ $6,500 »°":°""..0."SSe. Baster Prosperity May Be ‘Myth 
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| : ai se 
Chi A ‘ udengy racked up only $6,700 for the 1 
icago, April 26. R d L t G tw . ce es +, 
é o dates. Show plays the Cox, a | 
Only two shows in town. ‘Star 0a egi rosses rinnneat t hah , ; | 
W: o te , Bag Cincinnatti, this week and goes to } 
— Fo ig ine. ies “ve- tt — |Royal Alexandra, Toronto, next week. | t 
mark, Dul is nevertheless under Estimated total grosses Business for those two stands will + ij 
hopes for a New York hit with two . | determi heth ' + et te - : ; a 
Pr last week $256,500 determine whether Alex Yokel will 3 ° Friday night (22): ss tepid 
s é Ss. <a Sataay fi Ph er tee eee ece ‘ sa ee ce cee 2 ; a . ght (22); ss 
tar names. Goes out this Saturday ink keep it touring or call a halt for B wa Le t Grosses ‘hare 2); Press tepid and 
(30) and will be replaced imme- (Based on 25 shows) | the season , | y g1 chances questionable, 
. = — , “ _ | — ° ‘Fy - ww : 
diately by ‘You Never Know,’ first Total grosses same Retina too tack Week eas Eye on the Sparrow,’ Vanderbilt. 
musical this town has seen in many week last year...... $170,000 neyo Yet : - ia Estimated total grosses Postponed until next week. 
months. ; (Based on 13 shows) Ps ‘Julius Caesar,” Parkway (1,234; last week ; rp $279,300 ‘Golden’ Boy,’ Belasco (25th 
} They're about ready to call it a $2.20). Drama did ar okay $1,700 , as at i ee hk aia week) (C-1,000; $3.30). One of sev- 
stay here for ‘Room Service,’ which for two performances here Satur- peneee OR se Owe eral presentations which played two 
somehow hasn't been able to get} ¢ + day (23). Total grosses same extra matinees last week: afternoons 
started. : : week last year...... $299,500 better than nights; ro not far 
Estimates for Last Week BO ().K. $9500, Milwaukee, April 26. (Based on 25 shows) from $14.000. 
‘Room Service,’ Selwyn (9th week) Mercury Theatre production of ‘Hooray for What,’ Winter Garden 
(1,000; $2.75). Up slightly with 6? 9 ‘Juliu Caesal fared badly here Theat , ron : (2lst week) (M-1,671; $4.40). Re- 
Easter week to $6,500, but still mild for eight performances in six day e —— arian ‘ n Broadway covered partially, with takings go- 
‘Star Wagon,’ Grand (2d week) last Sunday through Friday (17-22), | )"“? SS khan nee! aac name ng near the $19,500 mark; slate for 
1,300; $2.75). Winds up here on b b ea @ Estimate for Last Week ne At Ea _ oe a ~~ Soowmen say-| most of May, but immer hold- 
Saturday (30) and moves eastward; | . . ; , ‘ ing that Master prosperity is rather a | over not certain. 
pe : ‘Julius aesar,” Davidson (1,434; | myth No doubt that the ager , . . ’ oe 
took nearly $14,000 last week; pre- | siaieaaiane $9 _— “ Seer drew ’ 1 measly —— rere pi > Bean f a ng i Id Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (25th 
vious week was under-quoted; actual | eae ee sé dustnn neem Gs ohnatel | dee he ae a es oe wane | ween) (M-1.300; $440). Jue oe 
/ | _ . ‘ $5.000 in eig! ries over a stretch | tors during the school holidavs had 4 BK e 
i count was $10,200. San Francisco, April 26. Se ata oe a aici ’ yee " noudays na $4.900, gross going to nearly $25,000; 
' Closing notice for ‘Golden Bov.’ of six days, keen disappointer, short bankrolls and patronized the t leader pointing for summer 
{ WPA | with Francis Lederer, has been | ia i i oon offices direct. Stay 
' ‘Big White Fog,’ Great Northern. ; posted at the Curran theatre. Play | Yet there were some hearty spurt: ‘Of Mice and Men,’ Music Box 
| Colored drama getting a play. moves to Los Angeles after three 8 $ enough to prove there was more pa- | (22d week) (D-1,019: $2.75). Critics 
3 ‘Spirochette,’” Blackstone Play | weeks here Excellent biz being | tronage than conceded, Matinee | prize more than doubled the tak- 
based on history of syphilis opens | done by ‘You Can’t Take It With | 3 ’ business was strongest almost all |ing of Holy Week; gross nearly 
this Thursday (28). You.’ at the Geary theatre, is respon- | along the line, with the better known | $11.000 and winner hould = stay 
t — - sible for decision to extend the en- ‘ 3 | presentations getting the call I'd ja é 
gagemnt from the originally planned Rather Be Right’ advanced $4,500 and ‘On sorrowed rime, Longacre 
‘ b five weeks to seven. ‘Judgment Day’ registered a $25,000 g1 12 eck) (D-1,019; $3.30) Went 
closed at the Alcazar Saturday, April | b Biggest increase wa cored bv | to 10 performance last week (two 
‘ 23, with the Western premiere of | {‘The Women,’ advertised in its last | ©*'4 matinees) and registered one 
: ‘Prologue to Glory’ scheduled for | week With two extra afternoons | Cf, Pest grosses of engagement; | 
May 16. — | (10 performances) the take went $17,000 but not capacity, — ‘ 
' Estimates for Last Week over $17,000. or $6,000 better than Once Is Enough,’ Miller (10th ; 
: ‘Golden Boy,’ Curran (2d week) | the previous week. Show has been | Week) (C-944; $3.30) Susiness not , 
$ 9 ° (1.771; $2.75). Fetched fair enough | es held over at the Barrymore, where | UP. tO €xpectations in offish Easter : 
$9.500 last week: one more to go: | the scale top has been lowered to | 89!"8; played one extra per- i 
rn Helen Haves next at the house in | Philadelphia, April 26 | $2.20. formance, with takings around ' 
‘Victoria Regina’ some time next perraas a ae eae Ser a a oo $10,000. 4 
Washington, April 26. | month ‘ Of the four shows that bowed in| PR gl spel poe — grossed | : ‘Our Town,’ Morosco (12th week) 
‘ e /" ~ . ‘ | P é ‘ Ne sec | . oe 
Maybe it’s the division of the! ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ | last wek, two are sticking along with |?) 4". 10ul ademonal matinees, | (H.961: $3.30). Mention in connec- 
i ¢ ie ee A ou, | |} and ‘On Borrowed Time’ is credited e 
town’s legit audience, Gilbert and/Geary (4th week) (1,550; $2.75).|signs of successful stays. Cornelia| with slightly more, but in 10 per- | U0" ,With the critics prize -helped ' 
Sullivan troupe at Rialto and ‘Three | Dropped off a bit more than expected | Otic Skinner’s solo-dri sini ‘ac only formances “Golden Boy’ play ‘ad the lift business here last week: nine 3 
Waltzes’ at National, or maybe cus- | last week but still fine $9,000. heedrergrrablaprulieigend ge ipd ho number of times for } ~ at ria) | Umes for gross around $14,000 
tomers are still scared by last mu-} WPA |intended for a single week at the} aia a dakioae seared “a aoe $14, mark, 
. ‘Vv Cem te ? ; = “- . , ’ } - » be PS é ‘Oxims ig - ‘ . a . 
) sical to hit town (You Never Know’),| ‘Judgment Day,’ Alcazar (2d-final | Forrest and ‘Private Enterprise,’ the 000. ‘Shadow soak ts iota Becca ‘Room Service,’ Cort (49th week) $ 
but for some reason grosses are Off.| week) (1,269: $1.10). Folded Satur- try ae : Se al ger pee * . es : “ | (C-1,064; $3.30). Improved some- 
Mpacte . tN nen 1: . me ; ryout written by Amory Hare, local; up close to $14,000 in nine times. ha : ‘ 
Current is ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh-| day (23) after two weeks of good | | ‘Cus Town’ als sith vte, | What last week during the holiday 
ter’ with John Barton’s ‘Tobacco | biz. authoress, could not make the grade | bal pe . : Poeiecd eg —s going which was generally none too 
} — . “ . ° as v VY < S 7 & 
Road’ company due Monday (2). caremesemnsaleenininesmmiisanisiiean at the Erlanger and folded Saturday | g3 99 ass © Guuee SS | good: $7,500. 
9° = ; | ‘Schoolhouse on the Lot,’ (Ritz 
Estimates for Last Week (23) | Revival of ‘The Circle’ at the); (5t} c : - $3.3 : 
As _ ; i i oth week) (C-918; $3.30). Laugh 
Three Waltzes,’ National (single HELEN HAYES DRAWS Pins and Needles,’ labor union! Playhouse began strongly with a show going along to better than 
week) (1,698; $3.30). Far below hopes, | revue, got raves from the crix, and starting week of $12,000. ‘Escape This | even break: Sunday nights show 
! slipping to approximately $14,000; | 4? 800 IN MIDWEST has already announced a third week. Night’ drew a doubtful press late | steady improvement; over $6,000 
sad, considering show’s nut | 4 ’ .. | last week at the 44th Street. ‘What | claimed 
; Gilb +t d Sulli Rep Rialt House has no bookings and show 1s| q Life.’ which was rated promising | ‘Shadow and Substance,’ Golden 
xilbert and Sullivan Rep., Rialto | - - es vt heer ae he i oe Peed BL cepa Pee a _subs' » G 
‘ (ist week) (1,683; $1.50). Repertory | Wichita, April 26. INEXPENSIVE WO OPETALe, 80 it may set — re a had a mode rate w eek (13th week) (D-789; $3.30). Selected 
‘ including ‘Mikado,’ ‘Pirates,’ ‘Pina-| Continuing her triumphal _cross- | tle down for a sizable stay. rd ha te ms nig Dm gues -” be a) as best foreign play of season; holds 
, fore’ and ‘Trial by Jury,’ not up to| country march in ‘Victoria Regina” | Crix are handling Maurice yc moe one 7. more than | to excellent business, with last 
hopes, stopping at approximately | Helen Hayes here last Saturday night | Schwartz's ‘Brothers Ashkenazi’ at — its busine ee “ea e of the weeks gross going upward; around 
3 $6.500. (23) wound up a week of one-/|the Walnut as a regular legit and ( god ater . as detailed elsewhere $14 000 in nine time S. 
sic nighters with a total gross of $42,800. | first-stringers al] covered it last night | "5 5© hon. Susan and God,’ Plymouth (29th 
s Week’s bookings included stands at | (Monday). It may hold over. Sea- This is the final week of ‘The Sea | week) (CD-1,106; $3.30). Held to 


t ‘D HTER’ 91¢ BALTO: the Melba, Dallas, Monday and Tues- | son’s last tw hoe kings. so far an-| Gull’ at the Shubert, where the re- eight performances, but improved 
4 2 ; ’ day (18-19); Shrine Auditorium, Ok- | nounced. are ‘Tobacco Road’s’ return vival again topped the straight plays about $2,500, sending gross over 
| lahoma City. Wednesday (20); Con-!to the Erlanger on May 9 and ‘Star with an approximate $20,000. ‘Right’ | $17,000 mark; three-matinee sched- 
t STOCK TRY CURRENT vention Hall, Tulsa, Thursday and|Wagon’ skeddea for the Forrest | got more coin. Another revival, ‘A ule proving good thing. 

/)« S , 

















Friday (21-22), and the Forum in this + May 16. Doll's House,’ bows out this week ‘The Women, Barrymore (69th 
’ “, rdaow > i me cele > » ceo ac - at 12a 7 ° 99 ‘ 
t bgt hy oe iting this week be- : Estimates for wad wer A ig Bg er Ap thony th gece gies d jy ii Gehas sapaunaal rage oe 
. Baltimore, April 26. | tween the Auditorium, Denver, and ae aus Geant, a sen — ticket deal. ‘Trojan Incident,’ a last Saturday (23); in 10 perform- 
® Full week currently, with ‘Three the Paramount, Salt Lake City. week) (1,044) ge >). Tix gave 1t| WPAer, opened mildly at the St. | ances around $17,300; scale reduced 
Waltzes’ at Ford’s os | debut of new —— raves and biz picked up nicely, with | James also late in the week. from $3.30. 
‘ stock company at the indie-booked | P ome P "tendae) ta marin engpratse | Next week lists three new shows: | ‘“Tebacco Road, Forrest (228th 
° . Dinanar ic "Ei a | rf I ay) that Jaborite revue would | ‘Washington Jitters,” which has been | week) (G-1,107; $1.65 R leade 
Auditorium. Opener is ‘High Tor’, N K D (Monday ) ; : ishington Jitters,” whi las been | _ ; ) un leader 
1 with pn Mui and Philip Huston. | ever how isappointing hold-for a third week; nice $12,000 | previewing at the Guild for the past | fair last week with gross around 
r Stock try is scaled at $1 top, with | P ‘ for low-scale revue. | three weeks; ‘The Man from Cairo,’ | $5,006; still making some profit and 
2 ati l | ‘Private Enterprise,’ Erlanger | Broadhurst, and ‘Eye on the Spar- | indefinite. 
matinees at 4lc. and 56c. Four par 
weeks’ bills are: ‘Tonigh at 8.30,’ | ? (single week) (1,800; $2.28). Tryout | row,’ Vanderbilt, postponed from this ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
with Norma Terris; ‘They Knew | —— of new vlay by Amory Hare, local | week. Booth (7ist_ week) (C-708; $3.30). 
¢ What They Wanted’, with Sally Pittsburgh, April 26. authoress, couldn't make the grade Estimates for Last Week Climbed back to previous pace and 
, Rand, and ‘Pygmalian’, with Sylvia | ‘You Never Know’ was something | after second-stringers panned _ it: ‘All the Living’ Fulton (5th looks sure of entering summer 
. Sydney, besides ‘High Tor’, | of a disappointment last week at the ; $5,000 and out Saturday (23); ‘To- week) (D-913:. $3 30) Dropped off period; last week's takings topped 
: ‘Gentlemen Need a Shave, new | Nixon. Town hadn't seen a musical | bacco Road’ in next, May 9. and chances now seem doubtful; | 921000. mi 
d Ben Gross—Charles Washburn | 4!! season and was figured a mop- | ‘You Can’t Take it with You,” Lo- | business under $5,000, with the cast | om Pr Life, Biltmore (2d week) 
‘a comedy, is to preem at the Mary- | UP; cel ge aaa according to cust (Ist week) (1,400; $2.75). Com- | agreeing on a cut. | ant: Bg A ag ogg yy | eral 
t. land May 3. | expectations at all, |edy hit which originally opened here ‘Bachelor Born, Lyce (13th | °© be augn sno ° eee 
“* | min te for Last Week | $130 yr bg geod gg tne | back with another cast; some doubt] week) (C-057; 43.300." Business | ate Gaines a 9 
“ ate for Las e ,at $1.50 top for four visit here, | about its length of stay with man-j faj ial . axnectations | “<—*,% sa JU. 
4 . Pes . : : : | fairly good, but under expectation: ow ia? — 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Ford’s | giving hardy perennial six weeks in | agement taking extra advertising | jast Bg about yaasined precious Whiteosk ‘ Hudson (4th week) 
- - (single week) (1,900; $2.22). At | all at same spot, and then ‘Three | space; $11.000. | pace, but. with an extra matinee: (D-1,094; $3.30) Two extra mati- 
: tracted steady play and good profit | Waltzes’ comes in next Monday (2). | «gana, His Wife. Forrest (single | $10,000. ares Sime Weer Shey Sale Wee 
it at $9,500; demand for lower priced Estimate for Last Week 2 eatin Gin |” ene is Ni > 44th Street | 213,000 mark, afternoon draw is fea- 
3 nate igi ‘You Never Know,’ Nixon (single week) (2.000: $2.28). Cornelia Otis Escape This Night. 4th Street) jure of engagement starring Ethel 


| Skinner's solo-drama; $7,500, okay. | (ist week) (D-1,323; $3.50). Opened) parr umore 


= week) (2,100: $3.30). Just a little 
better than $20,000 for first musical | Added 


. ‘Daughter’ O.K. $12,000, | of season; not up to expectations; . ‘ > ( oo nF — Labor Stage 

Pr A » a t 19th week) (R-500; $2.75). First 
. ° big advance sale and opened to vir . 5 . 
s Ona Triple-Split-W eek | tual capacity, but fell away to noth- | 0s on ] D; omen 5 ; company on tour, but labor group’s q 











, New Haven, April 26. ing when notices came out; review- | revue continues strong draw in 
e / , ers without exception were luke- | small house; over $8,000 estimated. 
d Florence Reed company of ‘Yes, | \.2.. ‘ b] ‘ bd 9 ‘The Fireman's Flame,’ American 
d My Darling Daughter’ chalked up a es eee . Music Hall, beer hall meller, an- 
= satisfactory $12,000 last stanza in a | Z ; 7 nounced to close Sunday (30). 
L triple-split week. Dates included | ABBEY $3,000, MPLS. Revivals 
. aw a avert av ; ° ‘ " ’ aw e - _— 
1e the Playhouse, Providence, Monday Minneapolis, April 26. ; ‘The Circle, Playhou e (Ist week) 
I and Tuesday (18-19); the Bushnell Minneapolis, April 25. (C-879; $3.30). Favorable’ press; 
Auditorium. Hartford, beta syed Abbey Players met only a mild | Bosion, April 26. more and more like a hit; first stan- rity week's business very good; 
1- (20), and the Shubert he re. UrS- | boxeffice response at the Lyceum. Four current shows in town last | za $8,100, $12,000. : aes 
1 day through Saturday (21-23). Depression, which is banging amuse- week, but ‘Eye on the Sparrow’ "| SMarcied an Anco? (ist week) The Sea Gull,’ Shube rt (4th 
e Show is in Newark this week, then | ment grosses all along the line, got closed Saturday (23). ‘Married an (Shubert, 1,590: $3.30). Originally “©°*? (D-1,387; $2.30). Final week; 
id folds. ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ jn its whack. Angel,’ Dwight Wiman musical by pooked for two frames, musical will a held to excellent | — 
is current (25-27) locally. ‘Lady at Estimate for Last Week Rodgers and Hart, was labeled a hit | stay for three: first week okay $16.- | #24)". with takings around $20,000; 
A. Large’ plays a tryout Friday and Abbey Players, Lyceum (2.200; by local press, and tallied top gross | 599 Lunts going to London. | 
i- Saturday (29-30). $2.20). Critics raved, but the best’! for the town, but till under its om » > fat weet (Co) lis Heartbreak House, Mercury 
ir . the troupe could cop was a measly | proper figure. “Fhe Women’ had a rhe Women st week) SVOlOnial, | opens Friday—29 (622; $2.20). 
, oti st Week ine troupe Ac. COF ae eS eee | eae pels ; ate fo | 1,643; $2.75). Already established as | ‘Jy] ‘ancar’ laving off aft 9° 
l- Estimate for Las red $3,000 for three nights and a matinee; | sock opening because the locals fig- Ju ca py ie aaa : a5) ‘Julius Caesar’ laying off after 23 
5 ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Shu- | San Carlo Grand Opera Co. finished ured a jot of lines would be cut | @ cht \: y/ pote Re on looks as ii At split weeks, but will alternate with 
> po (1,700; $2.20). — too a the week for anotHer $4,500; ‘You after that. Actually, censorship was hefty $15 400. rames, opening weck “House Rep chalked up $6,500 last 
"@ ere: about $3,500 for four perform- | Never K ‘ ncilled in for early | negligible and biz softened for the ote ri, , — week 
ances in three days. 2 . pao sail cancel = ré = niles of week - ‘Eye on the Sparrow’ (single week) ‘A Doll's House,” Broadhurst (17th 
ake eindiatansiiniiaiicill aaa p “ a gt Cc : ¢ (Plymouth; $2.75). Lame notices and weel-) ¢] 116: $3.30) Wa lated 
Se ee ‘Man from Cairo’ was an unknown tame tally: sad $1,000: out Saturday is. ¢-Ja tact Gat - ¢nh: sane 
= . » 4 Sen uh . ‘4 > ry } } . } + ‘ ) . , ’ 2 . - LO Ma ict Je (le y ha! | -raieé 
‘TAKE’ $7,500 WEEK ‘SEX’ DEAD 2G, B’KLYN tiub re Rodconneags eS ee eee | oe deal made for holdover week: $8,000, 
4 J \ . ‘ A f mm XC >) Jia, - 
Buffalo, April 26. Brooklyn, April 26. handed it orchic then the response ‘ ’ ‘ WPA 
n- ‘You Can't Take It With You’ got ‘Sex for Sale’ was a floperoo at | perked up through the week. ‘Eye BAT a, SORCRTO ‘ arene paageoces if St. James. Ree 
er ; by okay last week in a split stanza Werba’s Brooklyn last week. George on Sparrow’ did dismal trade in nine . Toronto, April 26 vit not s od, ; 
A between Hamilton, Ont., and the Er- | Abbott production of ‘Brother Rat’ performances. Touring company of Brothe: ‘One Third of a Nation,” Ade!phi. 
lancer here. Total gross of $7,500 arrived this week at the Majestic. P Rat’ rang up a nice take of $8,000 ‘Lem Newspaper’ show, 
- was not skyrocket, however. Local Estimate for Last Week Estimates for Last Week he Royal Alexandra theatre her Prologue to Glory,’ Eilic Con- 
date contributed $4,000 to the total. ‘Sex for Sale,’ Werb:+’s Brooklyn ‘Man from Cairo’ ‘ist week) (Wil- last week SSEE SS SNtaee Ee Sree 
il- Troupe is splitting this week be- (single week) (1.500: $1.10). Measly bu 1224; Se.40) Gaining momen- Show moved on to Montreal f ‘Haiti,” Lufavette, Harlem. Cole 
tween New Haven and Providence. | $2,00f tum ever s.nce Opening and looking ime Current session ' 
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t. Louis Orch Burns Over Pay Cuts, 
Flays Golschmann’s Hike to $30,000 


+ 
| 


St. Louis, April 26 
A storm began brewing last week 


in the ranks of the 90 tooters of the | 


St. Louis Symphony when, after Geo. 
W. Spearl, chairman of the society's 


executive committee, announced a 


slash of wages for the tooters and 
other personnel, it became known 
that Vladimir Golschmann, the con- 
ductor, was given a $2,000 hike in 
say when he recently inked a new 
three-year contract. 

When Golschmann signed, no an- 
nouncement was made that his sti- 


pend had been upped to $30,000 and, 
because of the usual losing season, 
it was assumed he signatured the pa- 
pers at the old figure, $28,000. Last | 
week, following a compromise with | 
the city, whereby the Symph society | 
would pay $10,000 for next year's | 
rental for the opera house in the 
Municipal Auditorium, instead of the | 
requested $15,000, Spearl announced | 
expenses for the 1938-39 season | 
would be slashed $19,700 to reduce 
the operating budget and a deficit of 
$40,000. 

It was stated that the tooters and} 
office workers had voluntarily agreed 
to work with the executive commit- 
tee in reducing «he heavy nut, as the | 
society had promised the city officials | 
it would trim its financial sails when | 
the two-year compromise contract for 
the auditorium was sealed | 

Since it became known that} 
Golschmann’s pay has been upped | 
for the next three seasons, the toot-| 
ers are reported to be preparing for | 
concerted resistance to the proposed 
cut, which is understood to be about 
5%. Sam P. Meyers, president of 
Local No. 2, American Federation of 
Musicians, said the tooters, some of 
whom receive more than the union 
scale calls for, feel that the reduction | 
would be inequitable even though 
the society has committed itself to 
a series of economies 

feyers further said many of the 
tooters were disgruntled because the 
pay slash was not announced until 
after the other leading Symphs of 
the country had completed their en- | 
gagement of tooters for the 1938-39 | 


| 


season, It’s reported that several of 
the tooters had received offers to 
join Symphs in other cities but 
thumbed them down on the under- 
standing that no changes would be 
made in salaries here for next -sea- | 
60n. 


At the time, the Symph society 
worked out its two-year compromise 
rental contract with the city, where- 
by it would pay $10,000 for next sea- | 
son and $15,000 for the following. it | 
filed a statement of expenses with | 
the auditcrium commission; The sal- | 
aries of tooters, office workers and 
Golschmann were placed at $199,500. | 
Deducting $28,000 for the conductor’s 
Salary, there would be a balance of | 
$171,500 on which to assess a pay | 
cut. Recently the society announced 
that the chorus, which cost $3,000 per 
season, would be eliminated. 


COAST SYMPHONIES BID 
FOR 4 NAME MAESTROS 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Four internationally known con- 
ductors have been invited to take 
part in the ‘Symphonies Under the 
Stars’ series at Hollywood Bowl, be- 
ginning July 12. 

In addition to Dr. Ctto Klemperer, 
conductor of the Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonic, the maestros invited are 
Bruno Walter, Jose Iturbi and Arthur 
Rodzinski. 


ee 








Daum Joins Rubinoff 
Chicago, April 

Margaret Daum, soprano, joins 
Dave Rubinoff, filling breach caused 
by absence of pianist Jacques Fray, 
who left hurriedly for Paris 


26. 


where 

his father is ill Sraggiotti, other 
half of piano team, continues. 

Fubinoff is now in seventh month 


of tour, and is booked through May 
16, when he wil! lay for six 
eeks. 


MARTINELLI'S $7,000 


San Antonio, April 25 


Giovanni Martinelli, Met tenor 
Queen's Coronation Thursday (21) 
during Fiesta Week, in Municipal 
Auditorium, grossed more than 
$7.000. 

Singer topped the program. 


| Hall 


John Barbirolli conducting; Satur- 


| CHATTER 
| ‘Please Cancel Lightly,’ story by 
| Joseph Marshall, has been bought by 


Satevepost. 


next book. 

Lawrence Riley has left Hollywood 
and is back in Warren, Pa., writing 
a new play. 





Symph’s Stamp Tax Nixed 


‘ul April 26 Barrows Mussey now managing 
Tulsa, April 26. | editor of The Sphinx, magician’s 


A scheme to finance Tulsa’s sym- 
phony orchestra through issuance of 
‘baby’ savings stamps faces collapse 


trade rag. 
Paul Magriel has written a history 


Ernest Hemingway, a Scribner au- 
thor, will switch publishers for his 


Literati 


| 





Front Page Ball 
Annual Front Page Ball was tossed 
Friday night (22) by New York news- 
|paper women at the Astor hotel. 
Three cash awards of $100 each for 


prize stories were presented by Mrs. | 
was | 
guest of honor. Winners were Marian | 
Young of NEA for the consistently | 
| best column in a specialized woman’s | 


|Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 


| 


| field, conducted under the name of 
Alicia Hart; Dorothy Dunbar Brom- 


with issuance of a pronouncement of ballet which Kamin Publishers | ley of the N.Y. World-Telegram, for 
against the plan by the Independent will publish May 1. ithe most distinguished column of 
Retail Grocers Association of 131 Owen Francis, Hollywood scrib- criticism and comment, and Eunice 
members. bler, turned over his new novel,| Fuller Barnard of the N.Y. Times 

Better Business Bureau also con-, ‘One Man Lived,’ to Knopf. for the best work of reporting, an 
demned the idea with statement that Margery Sharp has returned to exclusive story on the scientific edu- 


business’ 
the 


it would result in certain 
carrying too great percentage 


load. 


PHILHARM. 
N. Y. CONCE 
TOPPER 


New York concert biz is flagging | 
the finish line. Town had one of its | 


England after finishing a dramatiza- 
of tion of ‘The Nutmeg Tree.’ 

Pat McKeefe, for seven years a re- 
searcher at Time mag, was given Six 
months’ severance pay last week. 

Doris Denbo, former film editor of 
the Hollywood Citizen, has been 
named western editor of Modern 
Movies. 

Thomas A. Burton, art director for 
This Week, retiring. Successor is 
Edward F. O'Connell, assistant art 
director. 

John Russell, 5, signatured by 20th- 
Fox. Is son of Russell Countryman, 
art director for Associated Press in 
the west. 


8 
T 


M. L. Annenberg, who recently 
brought offices of all his publications 


fh hag — ‘sn Ply nig months.|!t¢ 9 Philly in interests of efficiency, 
or > . 1a + ‘ -io j . 4 P 
lilharmonic showed the main sign | conging them back to Chi. 

of life in four concerts at Carnegie i = 

Hall. One more week to go for the} William G. King, music editor of 
Barbirolli-batoned group. the N. Y. Sun, leaves for Hollywood 


Debut of Vicente Gomez. Spanish 
guitarist, stirred 


some interest at aye ra . 
Town Mall. Sow of Veloz and Yo-| music and musicians in on 
landa, ballroomologists, as concert-| Katherine White with The New 
ers only sputtered as far as money | Yorker as an editor since its first 
was concerned, although it drew a/| years, will henceforth be with that 


packed house. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Philharmonic-Symph, Carnegie 
(2.760; $3-60c.). Showed to a 
big $18,000 for four concerts, with 


publication on a part-time basis. 
Bernard Tassler, the ex-City Hall 
|reporter and La Guardia campaign 
p.a., has scribbled a film original 
titled ‘The Life and Loves of Lord 


day night (23) student concert drew | Byron.’ 
also on’ ‘Thursday night (21) and | Eddie Hitchcock, former Coast 
Friday afternoon (22), the former | Press agent, has compiled a book of 
being mostlv subscriptions. Soloists | screen and stage data titled “Who's 
on Saturday and Sunday were! Where in the Hollywood Show 
Harry Glantz, trumpet, and Eugene | World.’ 


List, 
finale. 


the | Otis Ferguson, assistant editor of 
j Ss - ms 
Veloz and Yolanda. Carnegie Hall the New Republic, and that mag’s 
@ , ¢ > lea : . . 
(2.760; $2.75-$1.10). Debut of ball-| film crick is ghosting 
roomologists, more prominent in nit- | Goodman autobiography titled ‘King 
eries, in concert drew only so-so $2, | of Swing,’ which Random House will 
800 on Sunday night (24), despite a | jssue. 
packed house; plenty of paper. 
Vicente Gomez, Town Hall (2.760: : : ‘ : 
$2.10-1.10). Concert debut Sunday | convention from New York include 
night (24) drew reported $1,065, phe- | Herbert Drake of the N. Y. Herald 
nomenal for a newcomer; only $109|Tribune’s drama department and 


was done at the box office, with the | Moe Iushevitz of the Theatrical Press 
rest subscriptions; he’s had quite a | unit, 


radio buildup. 
: | Roy E. Larsen, publisher of Life, 


DET. SYMPH ASKS MORE, sine rus in tne Boone. 
TIME IN NOTE PAYMENT 


with stills from ‘Birth of a Baby’ 
film. Publication of the stills was 
promoted by Geraldine Sartain, p.a. 

Detroit, April 26. 
Facing loss of Orchestra Hall | 
through foreclosure on mortgage, 


piano. Current week is 


Nominees to the Newspaper Guild 





May 1 to write a series of articles on | 


the Benny | 


“4+ 


for the film. 
Candace Stone has written a book 
| Detroit Symph is seeking an exten- 
|sion of redemption period on mort- 


titled ‘Dana and the Sun,’ with an 
introduction by William T. Dewart, 
| gage. Unless the society redeems its 
| defaulted mortgage by paying $137,- 


president and publisher of tne N. Y. 
Reviews the operation of the 
paper under Charles A. Dana from 
1868-97. Dodd, Mead published. 


Sun. 





382, title to building will revert to 
bondholders. Murray G. Patterson, 
general manager of society, said he 
is seeking an arrangement for so- 
| ciety to rent hall from bondholders. 
| Foreclosure proceedings were in- 
stituted by bondholders in May, 1937, 
and the hall was sold at public auc- 
tion last fall to the Detroit Trust Co. 
and society given six months to re- 
deem, as required by law. 





Ormandy, Iturbi to Split 


. 
Baton at Norwalk Festival 
Norwalk, Conn., April 26. 
Eugene Ormandy and Jose Iturbi 
splitting stick chore in three con- 
certs New York Philharmonie will 
do at Silvermine festival Aug. 18-21. 
Ormandy batons first and third, with 
Iturbi second. 
Morning children’s concert 
kedded with either Ernest 
ing or Rudolf Ganz on apron 


sche 


Minneapolis, April 2”. 
Artists already signed up for next 
-ason’s Minneapolis Symphony sea- 
son include Jascha Heifetz, Kirsten, 
Flagsiad, Sergei Rachmaninoff 
the Monte Carlo Ballet Russe. 


and 


San Carlo, 414G, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, April 26 
San irlo Opera Co, grossed fair 
$4,500 three nights and a 
matinee at the Lyceum here 
Presented a change of bill nightly. 
| Top was $2.20. 


C 
for 


| 


Laszlo Schwartz, 
columnist-caricaturist, back in 
York after another world tour 
gathering material for his new book 
on humor, its origins, causes and ef- 
fects Trip was self sustaining, Mag- 
yar working his way and making it 
pay with funny features for local 
sheets in countries hit. 


Hungarian 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


Nelson W. Durham, pioneer Spo- 
kane (Wash.) newspaper man, died 
April 15. He was former editor and 
at time of death chief editorial writer 
of Spokesman-Review. 

Cyril Kissane, 46, former manag- 
ing editor of The Wall Street Jour- 
nal, and with that paper since 1919, 
died from a heart attack on April 24. 
He has been associated with Brook- 
lyn and Manhattan newspapers since 
his youth. His widow, former Claire 
Dreyfoos, survives. He was a 
brother-in-law of Blanche Merrill, 
} radio script writer. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Boost Okla. Symph 
Oklahoma City, April 26 

Dean Richardson, director of the 
Oklahoma Federal Symphony, ans; 
nounces plans to increase the group 
| from 65 to 85 members, with soloists, 

chorus and ballet to be added. 
Ten concerts are scheduled for the 
Lincoln Park amphitheatre (14,000 


seats) this summer, beginning June 
128 


cation planned for the Dionne quin- 
j}tuplets. Honorable mention for re- 
porting was also made of Ruth Rey- 
nolds of the N.Y. Daily News and 
Helen Worden of the N.Y. World- 
Telegram. 

Entertainment was furnished by 
|Sheila Barrett and Corinna Mura, 
with Fred Keating as master of cere- 
monies. 





Pearson-Allen Duck Rap 
Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, 


co-authors and co-columnists, last 
week escaped a stiff damage suit 


when the U. S. Court of Appeais held 
that the Washington’ Publishing Co., 
| Inc., had squawked too late in its at- 
tempt to sue for asserted plagiarism 


of an article which appeared in the | 


| December, 1931, issue of the Wash- 
ingtonian—a monthly magazine— 
now deceased. 

Publishing company was barred 


from recovery by its failure to de- 
posit promptly a copy of its maga- 
zine, as required by the copyright 
law, according to an opinion written 
by Associate Justice Justin Miller. 
|Issue, containing the piece which 
| Pearson and Allen allegedly lifted to 
;}make a chapter for their natjonally- 
known ‘More Merry-Go-Round,’ was 
not sent to the Congressional Li- 
| brary until 14 months after its publi- 
| cation, and six months after ‘More 
| Merry-Go-Round’ had jelled_ the 
| blood of countless prominent Wash- 
‘ingtonians. Court’s decision held 
| that the publishing firm could not 
| recover—regardless of the merits of 
the case, which were not considered 
—because of tardiness. 

Boys—who for several years have 
been the bugaboo under the bed for 
jevery stuffed shirt and political pooh- 
bah in Washington—are working on 
a new political expose, but won't 
say what or when. 


______—— 


‘Mad, Glorious, Stupendous’ 


| presently being carried on over 
| Evelyn Seeley’s unfavorable review 
| in the Newspaper Guild reporter of 
Irene Kuhn’s ‘Assigned to Adven- 
ture.” Contention in the Seeley 
critique, was that Miss Kuhn was 
just another ‘romantic reporter,’ to 
|; whom everything was ‘mad, glorious 
'and stupendous.” Piece was cap- 
| tioned 
| Saw Nothing,’ 
a book of platitudes. 

Evelyn Seeley was formerly an ac- 
tive Guild member at the N. Y. 
| World-Telegram. She was dropped 
| from that sheet several years ago by 
Lee Wood, managing editor. 

Going to bat for Miss Kuhn, Inez 
Calloway Robb (Nancy 





review stating it was 


News came to ‘Adventure’s’ defense. 


Protesting the review as based on | 


|‘bitter personal dislike,’ she re- 
quested that her subscription to the 
Guild Reporter be cancelled. 
| Wright of the News also voiced ob- 
| Jections, 


Woman's Day Now Sold 


Atlantic and Pacific Tea chain, and 
which started as a giveaway is now 
sala for two cents. Eileen Tizne has 
ocen appointed managing editor suc- 


ceeding Haydie Yates, the first edi- 
tor, 
Other editors of the mag are Vera 


Connolly, Cora Anthony, and Mabel 
Hill Souzaine. Mag a 
circulation of 1,000,000. 
| a ; 

Job Security Arbitration 


guarantees 


Newspaper Guild won a compro- 
mise victory for the Philly Inquirer 
| last week in the first out-and-out 
test in the country of its demand for 
job security for its members. Three 
members of the paper's staff who 
were fired for economy were not or- 
dered reinstated, but were placed, at 
| the decision of an arbitrator, on a 
preferred list for rehiring. They are 
Clarence Campbell, James Gilson 
and Tom Turnbull 

Arbitrator Robert B. Brecht, of the 


' 
Three way femme controversy is | 


Randolph) | 
| and several others at the N. Y. Daily | 


Todd | 


Woman's Day, distributed by the | 


1faculty of the University of Penn. 

sylvania, held that economy was a 
just cause for dismissal. But he 
|ordered that future cannings for this 
cause be by seniority. Campbell had 
| been with the Ing for about 12 vears, 

Brecht apparently justified his 
opinion on grounds of present eco- 
nomic conditions. He commented, 
however, that ‘the Inquirer declined 
to submit data concerning its capital 
structure to the arbitration proceed- 
ings,’ and presented ‘only meager 
information concerning net earnings 
for the years 1934 to 1937.’ 

Guild took as significant a phrase 
in Brecht’s opinion in which he con- 
tended that the management’s saving 
must be balanced against the hard- 
ship sustained by the dismissed em- 


ployes. He declared, ‘The human 
misery involved must be appealed to 
the corporate conscience.’ 

Martin Back to Time 
John S. Martin, who has been 
|; away from Time, Inc. on a year's 


| leave of absence, following a ruction 
= Henry R. Luce last year, re- 
turns shortly to take over the na- 
| Noel F. 
charge of 


tional affairs department. 
Busch, who has been in 
that department, goes to the of 
film critic presently held by John 
McManus. Latter shifts to transport. 
| Erland Echlin who has been handling 
transport goes abroad on a European 
ignment. 


job 


as 

i group of publications 
about due to sign a contract 
the Newspaper Guild, covering 
wages, hours, severance pay, etc. 
Guild shop clause has been dropped, 

Fortune researchers recently hud- 
dled with editors, asking for a 
definition of policy, which is report- 
ed to have led to a better mutual 
understanding. Researchers were 
squawking because they did work on 
stories after premise was determined. 

Life researchers have recently lost 


are 
with 


re<- 





their anonymity and are now listed 
in the masthead. 

on 

| Coast Eds’ Plumage 

| Coast editors of the M. L. Annen- 
berg publications have moved into 
swank ground floor offices in the 


Sunset Strip between 
and Beverly Hills. 
Local executives now include Carl 
Schroeder, editor of Screen Guide 
and western editor of Click: Evans 
Plummer, western editor of Radio 
Guide; Herb Bregstein, associate 
editor of Screen Guide, and Jack 
Albin, chief of the camera staff. 


Holly wood 





Hulburd’s Sales Trip 

Merritt Hulburd, associate editor 
of Satevepost and former associate 
producer for Samuel Goldwyn, is in 
| Hollywood on a search for story ma- 
| terial for his mag. 

He is trying to impress upon big 
name screen scribblers the added 
advantages of peddling their screen 
material via the printed pages. 





‘She Covered a World and | 


Wichita’s Scene 

Scene, new Wichita, Kas., 48-page, 
10-cent local magazine went on 
newsstands in Wichita for first time 
}Tuesday E. L. Wilhite is editor and 
W. G. Graham is associate editor of 
magazine which carries both local 
and national advertising. 

Pictures are of local people, insti- 
tutions and happenings with excep- 
tion of several pages devoted to 
cent tornado in Columbus, Kas 


“Pe 





Book Stores Vs. Book Clubs 
| Fair trade contracts omitting the 
‘book club clause were signed last 
| week by William Morrow and the 
|Channel Book Shop and Putnam 
| Bookstore. These are the first actu- 
ally signed in order to fight depart- 
ment store book clubs. 

| Publishers who have signified their 
intention of issuing new contracts 
include Harper’s, Putnam's, Coward- 
McCann, Reynal & Hitchcock. Blue 
Ribbon, Lippincott; Dodd, Mead; 
Houghton, Mifflin; Longmans, Green, 
and Doubleday, Doran. Others tak- 
ing steps to mend their fair trade 
contracts include Macmillan. Har- 
court, Brace, and Simon & Schuste! 


Hearst’s Two Hub Tabs 
Hearst's Boston American changed 
its format and went tabloid this week 


(25). Hearst now has two tabs 
Boston—the Record, a. m. rag. and 
the American, evening paper. Com- 


Dination advertising rates have been 


initiated. Sunday American will 
continue to be published in stand- 
ard size. 

Newspaper Guild reports that 
about 150 employees have deen 


dropped. 
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Broadway 
D. A. Doran to the Coast next: 
Monday (2). 
Old 14th Street theatre is being 


demolished. 

Sid Phillips and his 
for Bermuda tomorrow, 

Roy Harrah now with Will Green's 
booking office handling niteries, 

Sash Beaumont at Wickersham 
hospital for intestinal operation. 

Fanny Brice is giving up her N.Y. 
apartment, moving everything to the 
Coast. 

Raoul Pene du Bois doing costumes 
for Marc Connolly's ‘The Two Bou- 


wife sailing 


quets.’ 
Sam Pokruss, composer on 20th 
Fox Coast staff, in town for several 


weeks. 

Monogram Pictures has doubled its 
floor space in its new RKO building 
quarters, 

Stuart Erwin and family arrive to- 
day (27) tor a vacation and Broad- 
way shows. 

Ralph Rolan, RKO publicity-sales 
contact executive, back from week's 
vacation in Cuba. 

Belle Didjah, American dancer, 
due in Monday (2) after an extensive 
tour of Europe. 

Francis Hart to p.a. 
Moore's Cape Playhouse, 
Mass., this summer. 

Alan Corelli, Tneauire Authority 
exec secretary, due back from Holly- 
wood-Chicago trek Friday (29). 


Raymond 
Dennis, 


Georgie Price, now a broker, clear- 
ing through H. Hentz. & Co., sever- 
ing his Engel & Co. association. 

One of Gene Buck's children re- 
ported out of danger after strepti- 
cocci infection and maistoiditis. 

Mae West in the Lobster restau- 
rant Friday (22) nght. Wore a black 
wig, but she didn't fool anyone. 

Sam Stern, former chief ariist for 
the Warners here, has opened a free- 


lance office in the Herald-Trib build- 


ing. 

Leon and Eddie’s_ ninth 
versary in business being celebrated 
tonight at their West 52nd street in- 
stitution, 

Beulah Livingston has joined Art- 
cinema under Charijes E. Moyer, ad- 
vertising and publicity director of 
that firm. 

Lew Gensler setting back his Eng- 
land-Ireland-Norse country vacation 
jaunt until May 18 sailing; was %& 
have been the 4th. 

Abel Cary Thomas. legal head of 
Warner Bros. for 17 vears, has hung 
out his own shingle. He resigned 
from Warners about a vear ago. 

Len Gaynor, publicist-exploiteer 
with 20th-Fox, out gunning for stray 
cats which have been picking on 
poultry at his New Jersey chicken 
farm. 

Monroe Goldstein, Joe Penner’s le- 
gal mentor and personal rep, pre- 
ceded the radio comedian to New 
York by several days. Latter arrives 
Friday. 

Tom Waller and Herb Berg. pub- 


licists with Paramount homeoffice, 
planning fishing at Oregon Inlet, 


Long Island, when they start vaca- 
tions May 1. 

Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond put the Gotham hotel on 
the map for the autograph hounds 


like few other visiting celebs have | 
done before. : . 
John McLain is on a _ six-week’s 


leave from the Journal-American to 
do a writing stint for David O. Selz- 
nick. He's en route west via Marion, 
O.. his home town. 

Edgar Kennedy, film comic, due in 
New York from Hollywood early 
next week on his way to London, 
where he’s scheduled to make one or 
two English features. 

Philip Goodman, former producer, 
turned author, has sold three plays 
to the Shuberts, ‘Lady at Large’ ‘in 
rehearsal), ‘School for Taxpayers’ 
and ‘A Policeman’s Lot.’ 

Billie Burke has postponed her re- 
turn to the Coast until after the 
annual dance this Saturday (30) of 
the Ziegteld Girls’ club at the Hotel 
Plaza. Miss Burke's the club's hon- 
orary prez. 

Jack Dempsey issues his Sunday 
cocktailery invites like fight passes, 
with different guesters billed on this 
order: James Barton vs. Jack Demp- 
sey; Belle Baker, referee, Jimmy 
Dorsey, timekeeper. 

George Abbott went to Pittsburgh 
Saturday (23) to catch a perform- 
ance of Cole Porter’s musical, ‘You 
Never Know. Merely a_ friendly 
lock-see; there's no chance of his 
helping on the book. 

Manie Sacks, head of Music Corp. 
of America act department, went to 
Cleveland Monday (25) for the 
Shrine show. Goes to Philadelphia 
tomorrow (Thursday) and will be 
back in New York Monday (2). 

Henry Herzbrun, former New York 


attorney, has Grant B. Cooper and 
Kenneth N. Chantry as associates 


with him in his private law practice 
j the 


in L. A. since resigning from 
Paramount studio, Hollywood, as 
Vv. p 


Lionel Stander back to the Coast 
Monday (25) and directly into the 
Robert Taylor-Metro fight film. Has 
been vacationing east with Bern 
Bernard, his manage Latter pre- 
ceded Stander back by a couple of 
days. . 

The niceties between the 
autograph hounds and the 


Seasone a 
amateurs 


| current stay at the State. 


anni- ! 


CHATTER 








were elaborated upon by one of the | 
siagedoor pests during Mae West's 
The fine 
points between the ams and the ex- 
perts are something to listen to. 
Ludwig N. Foertsch, former asst. 
manager of the Hotel Astor, is asst. 
g. m. to Robert K. Christenberry, 
managing director of the Interna- 
tional Casino. Latter is still v. p. and 


|g. m. of the Astor as well, put in by 


the bank to o. o. the I. C. situation. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Jack Hooley still seriously ailing 
after more than a month in bed. 
Ringling-Barnum circus will! play 
annual visit to town June 6 and 7 
John Trent flew here in Lorenz 
Iversens’ new plane from the Coast 


Herman Middleman’s band back 


from their 39-day Pan-American 
cruise. 

Mother and sisier of Frederick 
Burleigh, Playhouse director, here 
for visit. 

Mrs. Samuel Wheeler. wife of 
20th’s manager in Washington, here 


for a visit. 

Janice Cooper, in Playhouse revue 
chorus, daughter of Wilbur Cooper, 
o!d Pirate pitching star. 

Jackie and Honey Wilson home for 
few days with their families between 
nitery dancing engagements. 

Jay Griffith and William 
hotel have called off their 
and he sticks as press agent. 

Lew Leftons celebrated 20th wed- 
ding anniversary last week and the 
Lawrence Welks their seventh. 

Flying Squadron, booze club next 
to Nixon stave entrance, and fave 
with legit performers, lost liquor 
license. 

Ben Jaffe bedded with a bad cold 
and father, George Jaffe; has taken 
over active managership of Casino 
temporarily. 

Arthur Low asked by prexy of 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers Union to call an organ- 
ization mass meeting here. 

Everett Hoagland’s band will open 
the 1938 season at the Willows, a 
roadhouse, May 25. Music Corn. of 
America replaces Rockwell-O' Keefe 
as booker for the spot. 

Rody P. Marshall. Jr., 20-year-old 
socialite son of Pittsburgh’s most 
celebrated criminal attorney, late 
Rody P. Marshall, rehearsing dance 
orchestra composed of flock of local 
bluebloods and debuting at Webster 
Hal] hotel here Friday (29). 


Penn 
parting 





| Nazi Agitation 





(Continued from page 10) 

He declared that the change in Aus- 
tria has no bearing on Hungary, that 
the army is and will remain intact 
from political infiuence and no 
meddling with the constitution will 
be tolerated. Speech has done much 
to restore confidence. 

Although trade is not vet back to 
normal, the Regent's message has 
calmed down spirits and favorable 
results are to be expected. Influx 
of provincial and foreign tourists 
coming for the Industrial Fair and 
for the Eucharistic Congress will 
help. 

Hunnia and Filmiroda studio man- 
agement, so far onty leasing their | 
studios to producers—except for of- 
ficial newsreels which are Filmi- 
roda’s own undertaking—propose to 
start production on their own if pro- 
ducers continue to hold back. It will 


| hardly come to this, since the very | 


real demand for Hungarian pictures | 
will not lessen under any circum- 
stances. On the contrary, any poli- | 
tical readjustment 
vakia, which is certain to come 
about, will open a new important 
market for Hungarian pictures in 
that country, where so far they have 
been banned. 

There is little prospect of emigrant 
Austrian or German producers, ac- 
tors. etc. Even if the 20% law didn't 
bar them, their work here would be 
heavily handicapped anyway by the 
language difficulty. Production of 
non-Nazi German-speaking films in 
Hungary is no business proposition 


<<-i4h f*—n; ie 
with Czechoslo- 


because there is no place to show 
them. With the one exception of 


Switzerland, which is too restricted 
an area to warrant investment, there 
would be no market for them. 


Entertainment trade in Hungary is 


overexpanded as it is. With Jewish 
patronage diminished, this is in- 
creasingly the case. There may be 


an increase in the tourist trade, as 
foreigners who formerly visited 
Vienna. Salzburg, etc., may be di- 
verted into the Budapest channel in- 


stead. But for the moment the cut- 
ting off of Austria from western 
visitors is also a drawback to Hun- 

since most tourists came here 


gary, 
by way of Vienna 


Show business will pick up if there 


a general favorable end agri- 
culture and trade. Hungarian 
iack-in-the-box temperament will 
ee to the resi. for as a nation tnes 


are only too glad te patronize en- 


tertainment in all its forms on the 


i slightest provocation. 


VARIETY 








London 


Hassard Short in town, and may do 
a musical, 

R. H. Gillespie off to Switzerland 
on a four weeks vacation, 

Lilian Mary Baylis, founder of the 
Old Vic, left around $50,000. 

Victor Schertzinger to film ‘The 
Mikado’ in color at Pinewood. 

Emile Boreo in Paris, awaiting 
straightening of labor difficulties in 
London, 


John Gielgud’s biography, ‘Early 
Stages,’ being published in the fall 


by Macmillan, 

Max Schach in Paris, where he’s 
trying to get a bankroll to start film 
production again 


Len Young to be operated on for 


eve trouble as result of auto crash 
several years ago 

JO€ Linz submitting two new 
waliz tunes for ‘Save Me the Waltz.’ 
which Ed Ryan may stage in Lon- 
aon. 

Marcel Hellman, former co-man- 
iging director of Criterion Films 


warbler, has been appearing at the 


| Lyceum, Sydney, and also over the 


Australian Broadcasting network. In 


'his spare time, Irisher has made some | 


with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., forming 


new company. 

Russell Medcraf. to do a play at 
the Embassy theatre, a suburban 
tryout spot. A West End production 
is planned for later. 

Sir Thomas Beecham convalescing 
following foot operation. He's due to 
conduct the opening of the Covent 
Garden opera season May 6. 

Charles Cochran likely to give up 
his option on ‘Father Malachy’s 
Miracle, which may be done here 
by O’Bryen, Linnett & Dunfee. 

Charles Cochran’s musical 
travaganza, ‘Happy Returns,’ with 
Beatrice Lillie and Flanagan and 
Allen, opens at the Adelphi May 12. 

Jack Harris out of the Mew York- 
er, London's newest cafe, after three 
weeks, allegedly due to disagreement 
with management on operating pol- 
icv. 

+ Stanley Holloway and George 

Lacy added to the summer revue at 
the Opera House, Blackpool, which 
already includes Ross and Stone and 
Eiizabeth Welch. 

Rose Perfect teaming with 
Manchester, well-known 
broadcasting and recording 
Already offered § Africa, 
and New Zealand tours. 


ex- 


Percy 
British 
lame. 
Australia 


Trianon restaurant opens under 
new management, with big names 
of international repute being nego- 


tiated for the opening, first week in 
Mav. Lew Stone’s band engaged. 
Cecil Gillot, of HMV artists and 
recording department, joining the 
British Broadcasiing Corp. Televi- 
sion section under William Streeton, 
who was formerly his chief at BBC. 
Steve Geray and Magda Kun to do 
a new revue, titled ‘Sixpence a 
Word,’ in coniunciion with Payne- 
Jennings & Killick May 20, to be 
produced either at the Garrick or 
Comedy theatres 
London Palladium 


vaudeville sea- 
son starts much earlier than ex- 
pected, May 2. Acts already lined 
up are Ray Noble’s band and the 


Diamond Bros. 
est in years, lasting till early August. 
New cabaret for Grosvenor House, 
which Musie Corp. of America is 
staging, will have new 
Georgie Hale gals. Ross 
3. Music Hall Bovs, Earle and 
Josephine Leach. Show opens May 
5. and will be only floor 
West End having a line of girls. 
Eric Pommer sails for America 
Mav 15 with prints of 
Wrath,’ which just finished four 
weeks at the Regal, and ‘St. Martin’s 
Lane,’ in the cutting process. Both 


star Charles Laughton. and were 
made by Mayflower Film Produc- 


tions. of which Pommer and Laugh- 
ton are joint managing directors. 


Sydney 


Sir Ben Fuller readying for opera 
season in July. 

Sid Greisman, Associated Talking 
Pictures, in hospital. 

Hoyts readying for a quick start in 
Tasmania following theutre deal 
with Greater Union. 

Madge Elliott stated on = arrival 
here that hubby, Cvril Richards, and 
she may do a show for Williamson- 
Tait next year. 

Comedy, Williamson 
bourne picture house, 
to spot first releasers 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO). 

After reclining in the vaults for 
some considerable time on = censor 
nix. Warner's “They Won't Forgev 
finally won freedom for a Sydney 
he ng 

Eric 
re-electer to 
South Wales 
ens. He's the only 
nouse 


- Tait Mel- 
quit revivals 
Opening 1s 


Solomon m.d. Film Weekly. 
parliament of 
under Premiere 


local picture 


New 
Stev- 
man 


Vioncrieff local ry) .€ Wa 


waxers. 

Metro’s lease of Liberty, Sydney, 
will expire July 2. Still unknown 
whether will be renewed, or whether 
the extra product will go to Greater 
Union theatres. Known, however, 
that Arthur Loew will make a deci- 
sion during his brief stay. 


Dick Harward is prepping new 
picture for New Era Productions 
titled ‘Show Business.’ Set to be 


done in Melbourne. Noel Monkton 
has finished ‘Typhoon Treasure’ and 
may start another one soon. Charles 
Chauvel is going ahead rapidly with 
a war picture for Expeditionary. 
National has nothing in sight as yet, 
and Argossy is still silent on pro- 
duction plans 





U. A. 


en oe 


Silverstone in 





(Continued from page 3) 

executive 

York. 
Realignment of the 


New 


authority will rest in 


company board 


|; limiting membership to stockholders 


only, with one additional 
—Dr. A. H. Giannini who continues 
as a director, by virtue of his posi- 
tion as president and chairman—mavy 
also be considered. In the event that 
Dr. Giannini, who has three years to 
contract, should 
company, he would 
likely be replaced by Silverstone 

Another meeting of the board is 
scheduled for (Wednesday) to 
tackle unfinished 
there is to consider 

Silverstone stays in America In 
his new capacity he succeeds George 
J. Schaefer, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of distribution in the 
U. S. Schaefer continues on the ex- 
ecutive committee. Other members 
are Arthur W. Kelly, v.p. in charge 
of foreign distribution; Harry D. 
3uckley, v.p. in charge of exchange 
operations, Harry J. Muller, 
treasurer. 


exception 


£0 «~on.= his 


from the 


retire 
most 


today 


whatever business 


and 


The UA bunch arrived Monday 
(25) from London, including Silver- 
stone, Goldwyn, Edward C. Raftery, 


|of O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, Mary 


Season will be long- | 


troupe of | 
Wyse, Jr.. | 


show in| 


‘Vessel of | 


Pickford and David Rose, Goldwyn’s 
financial rep. Korda had arrived in 
New York last Thursday (21), hav- 
ing flown from London to Gibraltar 
to catch a New York-bound steamer. 
Pickford-Chaptin Active 

There is a possibility that Miss 
Pickford may again become actively 
engaged in production, perhaps in 
association with Korda. There is 
talk of the two joining forces to pro- 
duce “The Bat.’ Chaplin, will 
become active again, making his first 
talker as detailed elsewhere in this 
issue 


too. 


Distribution charges to producers 
are to be reduced in England 
Canada from 30% to 25%. It 
at 25% in the U. S. 


stays 


and | 


This cut in distribution charges and | 


the right to share in profits, it is 
calculated, will strengthen the pro- 


tan Horn ~——- 





Hollywood 


Earl of Ranfulra, 
aQios, 

George 
York. 

Ralph Goldstein now editing Metro 
shorts. 

Richard Farrell 
appendicitis. 

Archie Twitchell 
pilot’s license. 

The Pat Wests observed their 
wedding anniversary. 

Robert Benchley here t 
month’s stint at Metro. 

Barbara O'Neill off for Greenwich, 
Conn., her former hotine. 

The Ned Holmeses celebrated their 
28:h wedding anniversary 

Pat O’Brien moved int 
summer home at Del Mar 


touring the stu- 


Yohalem back from New 


operated on for 
won a plane 


19th 


Start six 


his new 


Peter Bull heading for London 
legit. ‘Goodness, How Sad.’ 

John Barrymore bought three ex- 
pensive cars within the week 

Joe Penner en route to Manhattan 
for his first visit in three years 

Anna May Wong having plens 
drawn for Beverly Hills mon 


Wallace Beery, wife and daughter 
home after six weeks in Europe 
Kurt Weill in from N.Y. for music 
writing assignment at Paramount. 
Emma Sloan named executive 
manager of Ben Bard’s Playhouse 
Wally Westmore, Paramount make- 
up chief, recuperating from opera- 
tion 
Nelson 
week 
tour 
Dave Bramson resigned as public- 
itv head of Harry Sherman Produc- 
uons. 
Melville 
York atter 
Moon.’ 
Arthur Jarrett off for 


Eddy 
after 


Metro 
months’ 


back at 
three 


next 
warbling 


Cooper heads for New 
finishing ‘Garden of the 


Texas p.a.’s 


before starting a film contract at 
Merto. 
May Robson celebrated her 74th 


birthday on Paramount's ‘The Tex- 
ans’ set. 

Vance Carroll, ex-Grand National 
casting director, joined Artists Bu- 
reau, Inc. 

Mary Ellan Anderson joined Selz- 
nick-International’s gown-designing 
department. 

Betty Asher, daughter of the 
Eph Asher, enrolled in 
dramatic school. 


late 
Universal's 


Terry DeLapp, Paramount studio 
publicity chief, back after three 
weeks in the east. 

Claudette Colbert, vacationing in 


Paris, due back May 15 to start 
Paramount picture. 


nen 


Olympe Bradna, Paramount in- 
genue, graduated from studio high 
school with honors. 

Frank Melford re-tagged for an- 


other year as E. B. Derr’s 
lion aide at Monogram. 

Stuart Erwin to Broadway for 
two weeks of attending plays before 
his next 20th-Fox picture. 

Edmund Grainger, Universal] pro- 
ducer, severed wrist artery when 
shower bath ’aucet broke. 

Joseph W. Rubinstein, Manhattan 
talent manager, now making his 
headquarters in Hollywood. 

Arthur Lubin dude-ranching at 
Victorville while writing screen play 
for Universal’s ‘Wall of San Quentin.’ 

Katherine Brown, eastern repre- 
sentative of Selznick-International, 


produc- 


‘here for confabs with David O. Selz- 


ducer setup of United Artists and at- | 


tract high calibre talent from around 
the world to its roster. 

It may have the immediate effect 
of reopening negotiations with Selz- 
nick-International to continue’ that 


| outfit indefinitely with U. A. David 


O. Selznick 
UA 


There has been no indication what 


still has two to fil! for 


,other producers may be under con- 


sideration. 

For the British film trade, the new 
accord furnishes a direct 
the American market 

When Samuel Goldwyn got off the 


avenue to 


boat, in New York, he said: ‘The 
British are coming.’ 

And that’s about the size of it. The 
British. through Korda, are now with 
an influential sayso in a major 


American firm. 

In London, Oscar Deutsch 
the Odeon Circuit, in which 
interest, was 


head of 
UA has 
given a 
confidence by the UA pa.t- 
hould dispel all rumors 
about that situation, 

It's not official, but intimations are 
that George Archibvald Teddy 
Carr, 


a substantial 
vote of 


an 
“4 
lal 


ners, 


and 


in London, move up to handle 
UA business in England 
The ndications are that for the 
coming season Goldwyn will make 
at lezest six films and Korda eight. 
Unde {ood that petween them they 
| r ene a ind $16 000 000 on 
) ) if i 


Mi Pickford Jeaves for the Coast 


May 15, and Goldwyn entrains for 


nick, 

Rollo Timponi, manager of the Er- 
langer, Chicago, vacationing here 
with his sister and niece, Bonita 
Granville. 

Charles Coburn entrains for Sche- 
nectady in two weeks to launch Mo- 


|} hawk Drama festival, which he’s di- 


recting for the seventh year. 

George Sessions Perry, Sateveport 
fictioneer, in from Texas to join 
Viola, Brothers Shore on the script- 


ing job for Paramount’s ‘Arkansas 
| Traveler.’ 

Joel Thorne, film” stunt pilot. 
trucked out for Indianapotis with a 


racing car of his own desipn. which 
he'll drive in the 500-mile Decora- 
tion Duy event. 


Paris 


Conrad Veidt in from London 

Bert Nagle at Cirque Medrano. 

Vina Bovy in from New York. 

Mary Pickford over from London. 

Eileen O'’Driscol back to New York. 

Claudette Colbert back from the 
country. 

The Mills Bros. catching boat for 
America. 

‘Dame Nature’ being revived again 
2t Theatre Daunou. 

Serge Lifar rehearsing 
next opera production. 


Aeneas 


Fernandel learning Italian for next 
picture, ‘Ernest le Rebelle.’ 
Wanda Landowsa in trom North 


African and Egyptian tour 
Les Quatre Saisons recommencing 
performances at Mathurin: 
Joanne fenouurdt —§ te Americz 


o 


joining hubby Fernand Gravet 
Clifford Fischer ettine plans for 
opening of Restaurant de Armbus- 


Henry Sokal announcing he UOj- 
ng to make film jin France Hel- 
lander Wi Dina te tal 


Bernard Zimmer finishing scenaric 


based on life of Charlotte Corday. 
Reymond Bernard to produce, Ed- 
© Feuillere to star 
Jeff Musso. announcing film on life 
of Gova. want Pierre Fresnay to 
tuke lead Meanwhile, latter's ce ing 
hort military service at Bar-le- Duc 
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ROSENTHAL 


JACOB C, 
Jacob C. Rosenthal, 57, pioneer ex- 


hibitor and owner-operator of the 
Rivoli, Fifth Avenue and New Rose 
theatres, Troy, died at Leonard hos- 
pital, Troy, N. Y., April 20, after a 
long illness. Stricken in the spring 
yf 1937, he returned to business for 
several months, but last January was 
forced to retire again, 
Rosenthal started 


his theatrical 


career at 14. He obtained the con- 
cession to sell song books between 
the acts in the old Gaiety and 
Lyceum theatres, Troy. His first 


picture spot, and one of the earliest 
in Troy, was the Maiestic. He 
»pened this house in 1911. 

He was a leader in organizing the 
Independent Motion Picture Exhibit- 


ors of New York State and served 
several terms on the board of di- 
rectors 


Survivors include his widow, four 
sons, a daughter, two grandchildren, 
a brother and his father. 


four sisters, 
A. W. SANDBERG 
4. W. Sandberg, 50, Denmark’s 


beast known film director, died 
cently in Germany after many weeks’ 


re- 


Illness 

Sandberg was well known in Ger- 
many and Paris, where he directed 
films for Tobis and Terra (German), 
but was best known and did his best 
in his native country. His 
biggest success was ‘The Clown’ 
shown all over the world, as were 
his Dickens pictures in silent days. 
‘Clown’ will be shown again in Den- 
mark, although it is 12 years old. As 
a talker director he was not popular, 
costing producers extra monies be- 
cause of retakes. 

Married to Ruth Jacobsen, singer, 
Sandberg was also a film critic on 
the Ekstrabladet during his later 
days. 


work 





PEDRO RUBIN 

Pedro Rubin, who gained attention 
in the United States and France 
with his Mexican dancing and as 
director of a Mexican baliet, died at 
his home in Mexico City April 17, 
Burial was local. 

He is said to have been the first 
male Mexican dancer to crash 
Broadway. He worked for Florenz 
Ziegfeld for some years, his best 
work under this contract being 
‘Rio Rita.” Rubin fulfilled a con- 
tract for the Folies Bergere, Paris. 
He was a star of the Mexican stage 
and screen, 

Survived by his mother, a brother 
and two sisters, one of whom lives in 
New York City. 


in 


OLGA TRESKOFF 
Olga Treskoff, 36, died in New 
York April 23 after a year’s illness. 
She was associated with Russell 
Janney in the production of ‘The 
Vagabond King’ in this country, 
playing the ingenue as well as 
staging. Later she did the musical 


in London, where it enjoyed a run 


of two years. With Janney she 
rented the Gaiety and Winter Gar- 
den in London and for four years 
made productions at both houses. 
She was for a time a player in the 
silent pictures. 

Her mother, four brothers 
three sisters survive her. 


and 





WILLIAM B. HENE 


,; stock leading woman, and star of 
road companies playing ‘Fast Mail,’ 
‘Thorns and Orange Blossoms,’ etc. 
She married Gene Ellsworth in 1910, 


touring in vaudeville under team 
name of Ellsworth and Lindon. Her 


widower survives, 


FIFI CLIMAS 

Fifi Climas (Elizabeth Ocaray), 32, 
died at the Will Koge1s hospital in 
Saranac Lake April 19. 

A successful dancer, she was im- 
ported here from Nak, Hungary, by | 
N.T.G. She saw service with N.T.G. | 
till her breakdown five years 
nine months ago. | 

Interment arrangements are pend- | 
ing awaiting word from her parents, 


who live in Nak. It is probable that 
she will be buried in Saranac. | 
WILLIAM A. WARREN | 
William Alexander Warren, 55,! 
Lansing, Mich., radio entertainer | 
with the Royal American Shows, | 


died suddenly April 22 in Jackson- 
\ ille, Fla. 

Known as ‘Doe Sunshine’ over the 
nation’s network, he has been broad- 
casting 15 years, the greater part of 
which was spent on the Coast. | 


Survived by his widow, a son, 
sister and brother, | 
EDWARD SMITH | 


Edward Smith, 42, treasurer of the 
Warner Bros. Strand theatre, N. Y., | 
killed himself by gas poisoning April | 
21, the first anniversary of his wife's | 





| attack 


| 


and | 
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tating well above 407% | 
of the total population, these, at only 
one visit each yearly, would swell | 
the box-office take by not less than 
$4,000,000. This calculation, it may | 
be noted, makes no reckoning of the | 
rising total gradually being lost to | 
the theatre by counter offerings. 

From the evidence, Rowson de- | 
duces the necessity for a concerted | 
by the industry to render | 
some of these apathetic millions film- | 
conscious. His claim, timely if not | 
new, touches a popular chord with 
the exhibs, who were already dick- 
ering with such an idea several years 
back. 

Obstinacy by the distribs, who ap- 
pear to think that all is well so long 
as they can secure their own share 
of the income, prevented any cam- 
paign maturing in the past, and ex- 
hibs are fretting it may still prove a | 
stumbling block to reconciliation | 
with the lost patronage. 


For this reason the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors’ Assn. bitterly assails the 
distribs’ policy of moving for higher 
rentals by grading tactics, as an- 
nounced by the latter’s organization, 
Kinematograph Renters’ Society. De- 


clared policy of K. R. S. to take 
° ° " | 

concerted action in regard to film 

hire, says an association report, is the 


most important issue that has ever 
confronted exhibitors. Accordingly, | 
the latter are urged to unite in with- 


standing demands from distribs for | 


higher percentages for ‘A’ product. 


Conciliatory Note 


Nevertheless, that this is not ac- 


death. He left a note for his mother | tually war to the knife is indicated | 
asking to be buried in his wife’s|in a conciliatory note of the report, | 
grave, Melancholia due to her| declaring the willingness of C. E. A. 
death ascribed for his suicide. | to reopen the discussion of basic 


He had been with the Strand for 
the past 15 years. Before then he 


had been a bank teller, 


FRANCISCO REYNOSO 


Francisco Reynoso, Mexican 


aerialist, was instantl, killed in a 
60-foot fall while attempting a} 
double somersault from a _ trapeze | 


during a circus show at Texcoco)! 


He had performed with minor 
circuses in the U.S.A. 

GRACE LLEWLLYN CRONIN 

Grace Llewllyn Cronin, 66, died in 
New York April 14. 

She was formerly of San Fran- 
cisco and had sung there at Taits, 
the Portola and other class 


| tions. Her last appearance was in 
' the novelty act, ‘The Gilded Cage.’ 


JENNY ST. GEORGE 


Jenny St. George, nee Jenny Hy- | 


land, died at Freehold N. J., April 
15. 

She had been 
many years as 
harpist, 
Mack. She was also at one time the 
wife of George Webster, Chicago 
vaudeville agent. 


in vaudeville for 
Jenny St. George, 


MORT HARRIS 


Mort Harris, 44, former radio pro- | K. R. S. members. They assume that ! 


‘ es | 
near Mexico City. 


he 
resorts. | 
Coming to New York she appeared | 
in a number of Lew Cantor’s produc- | 





with act of Callahan and | 


trade problems with K. R. S., pro- 
vided the right of the latter to monk- 
ey with rentals not advanced as 
a fundamental claim. Motive under- 
lying the report was made further 
apparent in aC. E. A. general coun- 
cil debate following its submission. 
S. K. Lewis led off by declaring that 
the two groups must not approach 
the issue as one of enmity between | 
one society and another, but from 
the viewpoint of domestic economics. 


1S 


Arthur Jarratt, booking chief of | 
Gaumont-British, followed with a 


| clearer expression of the same view, 
| . ° 
declaring there was another impor- 


tant aspect of the issue, aside from 
rentals. ‘Not only are we interested 
in getting films at reasonable prices,’ 


said, ‘but, still more important, | 
we should get the public to come 
into our cinemas. It is no use our 
getting a picture even at 10%, if | 


people do not come in.’ 


C. E. A. ended its discussion In a 
belligerent mood. But wiser heads | 
among them realize that to go into 
battle with the distribs at this junc- 
ture is more likely to prove fatal 
to the entire industry than if exhibs 
gave way to K. R. S. pressure. C. E. 
A. chiefs are, in fact, desperately 
anxious to go into further confabs | 
with the distribs, even though they 
fear shortsighted concentration by | 
the latter on immediate incomings | 
may preveht any compromise. 


At that, they do not fully blame the 


duction head for station WHN, N. Y.,| the local chiefs of American com- | 


‘and recently assigned 
Hollywood office on 


to 
radio 


Metro’s 
scripts, 


| panies are concerned only with sat- | 
| isfying 


home office demands for | 


William B. Hene, 61, for 35 years was killed in an automobile mishap | k®¢Ping up returns to an anticipated 


manager of the Tabor Grand thea- 

tre, in Denver, when it was the ace 

theatre there, died at his home in 
enver afler a week’s illness. 

He entered the theatre business at 
the age of 12 as program boy at the 
Tabor, and afler a few years was 
made business manager. He 
managed the Broadway, Denver, un- 
til 1929, when he retired, 


Survived by his widow, a brother 


a@nd a sister, 





GRACE LIVINGSTON FURNISS 

Geace Livingston Furniss, 74, 
author and playwright, died in N.Y. 
April 20. She was in a convalescent 
home recuperating from injuries 
susiained in a fall. 

Included in her plays are ‘A Colo- 
nial Girl” ‘The Pride of Jennico,’ 
‘Mrs. Jack,’ ‘Gretna Green,’ ‘A Da- 
kota Widow.’ ‘The Man on the Box’ 
and many others. She also wrote a 
number of novels, two 
recent publication. 

Surviving are a niece and nephew 

EDNA LINDON ELLSWORTH 

Edna Earle’ Lindon 
died March 28, in Los Angeles 


of them of 


tecment in Forest Lawn Memorial lrome, then head to New York for a 
Park radio commitment. Balance of his 
At one time Miss Lindon was a schedule is still tentative, 


Ellsworth 
In- 


near Los Angeles, April 24. 
story in vaudeville section. 


News 


BERT SHAW 
Bert Shaw, 60, 
operator of an amusement resort at 


vistting relatives at Barberton, O. 
His widow survives, 


| Miriam Rydell, 80, mother of Sam 
Rydell, manager of Royal 
Bronx, and Louis Rydell, former ad- 
vertising manage: of Variery, died 
suddenly April 22 of a heart attack 
it her home in Pelham, N. Y. Mrs. 
Rydell survived by four other 
sons and a daughter, Ruby. 


is 


of Dave Rubinofft died 
in Montefiore hospital, Pittsburgh, 
April 20 when pneumonia set in fol- 
lowing an operation, 


Father, 78. 


DAVIS P.A’ING EAST 
Hollywood, April 29. 
Rufe Davis hauled east on a com- 


bined vacation and p.a. tour. 
He will open at Baltimore’s Hippo- 


for many years | 


theatre, of this 
| paign 


| that 


|}minimum, without pleading internal 
| trouble as an unanswerable excuse , 


should the figures drop. 


Meantime, in the face of the un- 
helpful tactics of K. R. S., exhibs 


an Glenna, Mich., died April 16 while | are hinting at a self-sponsored policy 


of going after audiences with a na- 
tional campaign, for which the big- | 
ger fellows might be induced to pro- 
vide a fighting fund. Obvious snag 
is that, should such cam- 
have the desired effect, dis- | 
tribs would reap the main benefit 
without having lifted a hand to bring 
it about. Realization of this is hold- 
ing many exhibs back. They explain 
they cannot be exnected to 
make sacrifices to the advantage of 
another unsympathetic section of the 


| trade. 


Situation, however, is not perhaps 
entirely hopeless. 
recent annual 
reference can 
visualization 


Going back to the 
report of R. S., 
be traced to a dim 
of the vital urgency of 
|some general action. ‘If any prog- 
in the desired direction is to 
| be achieved, it can be done only by 
giving up in some measure, however 
small, of absolute self-interest in 
turn for the 
}a whole,’ 


K, 


ress 


rée- 


300d of the industry as 


| 
in Great Britain who never or rarely. } 
| attend films. 


| N. Y. Boy’s club. 


Exhib Campaign | 


| cently 


hat monic-Symphony 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


—e 


Variety takes no credit for 








East 


Man Mountain Dean announces his 





| candidacy for the Georgia legisla- 
ture. He’s a native of that state. 


‘Popeye's Parrot,’ cartoon, barred 
in the Reich. No explanation. 

Bill Brown, boxing commissioner, 
the fall guy at last week’s meeting 
of Dexter Fellows tent, Circus Saints 
and Sinners. 

Members of the 1°0th Cavalry did 
a repeat of the Paul Revere ride 
last week. 


smith along in an auto to replace 
cast horseshoes. Modern concrete 


{tough an equine footgear. 


Gertrude Ederle, once channel 
}swimmer, who sued a Hempstead 
apartment house owner for $75,000 


for asserted injuries 
fall, settled the case 
last week. Claimed 
forced to abandon 
swimming instructor. 


caused by a 
out 
she had been 
her career 


Edward Smith, 42, treasurer of the 
Strand theatre on Broadway and as- 
sociated with the house the past 15 
years, killed himself with gas April 
21 
| wife’s death. 


on the first anniversagy of his 


N. Y. sculptor has made a cast of 


Jimmy Durante’s schnozzle and all. 


Ford C. Frick, prexy of the Nat. 


Baseball League, taxed $2 for a park- 


ing violation in N. Y. last week. 

Onslow Stevens, Betty Philson, 
Mary Mas6n, Robert Harris to 
marquee mention in ‘Schoolhouse on 
the Lot.’ 

Edgar Nixon Smith, of Bayside, to 
receive estate of his father, the late 
Edgar McDonald Smith, actor and 
playwright. 

Jascha Heifitz does a peeve when 


| told he can’t have a swimming pool 


on his property at Redding, Conn. | 
Utility Co. hopes to build a power 
|dam. So he'll give a concert in the 


high school aude for the benefit of 


| the association fighting the power | 
pople. 

Federal Theatre’s ‘One Third of a 
Nation’ hits a new _ record. Has 


played to more than 111,000 people. 

Yvonne Georgi to bring over her 
European ballet for a limited tour 
under J. J. Vincent. There are 20 in 
the troupe. 


The late Mrs. Josephine Wright 


|; Wuppermann, mother of Frank and 


Ralph Morgan left a gross estate of 


$737,424 and a net of $573,372. Her 
five children receive $11,532 each 
and share the income from the resid- 
uary estate. Wuppermann Co. 
handles Angostura bitters in this 
country. 

Philip Dunning agitating for a pro- 
ducers’ award for best play. Not 


until next season. No producer will 
be allowed to vote for his own play. 
Ed Wynn to give a special matinee 
May 3 for the Actors’ Fund. 
Washington Board of Tax Appeals 
rules that Hope Read Williams, ac- 


| tress, is entitled to deduct from her | 


income tax her 
rancher, 


losses as a dude 
She ran a place near Cody, 


Wyo. | 
Jack Dempsey judged the pets en- 
tered in the annual contest of the 


Had to hand out 
autographs to all contestants. 

Salzburg to drop all productions 
Staged by Max Reinhardt. Also re- 
aligns roster of singers to exclude 
non-Ayrans. 

Met Op. will open Nov. 21 for a 
season of 16 weeks. 

WPA circus, playing Newark the 
last half of last week had to use 
phonograph records. 


added to the 55-piece band. 
also failed to work and Ivan the 
Great (Meyer Davis) was pinched 
or alleged wife-desertion, but 
until after he had done his act. 

Eeven Bronx newsdealers 
into court for selling copies of For 
Men Only alleged to contain three 
incedent words. Defense showed that 
Shakespeare used one of the words 
137 times and the bible twice. Court 
ruled the words to be in common 
usage and dismissed the case against 
the newsmen and Fawcett Publica- 
tions. 

Shirley Llovd, radio singer. off for 
12 weeks at the Copacabana, Rio. Re- 
confounded with picture 
player of same name who is sulfer- 


Callione 


|; ing from sleeping sickness. 


Radio 


City 
four 


af 
Siage 


Music Hall 
productions 


to make 
during the 


| next year to boom the World’s Fair. 


First goes on tomorrow (Thursday ) 
Lou Gehrig, baseball star, did a 
Dersonal at the Globe, N. Y., Sunday 
to — over his first picture, ‘Raw- 
niae., 
3etty Randolnh lost her appeal 
against the decision of the Supreme 


{Court in her suit avainst Louis Bam- 


berger for $1.000.000. Avpellate di- 
vision upholds the verdict. 

‘Golden Boy’ pre-celebrated the 
200th performance on Monday with 
a party after the show Saturday 
night 

Estate of the late Joseph P. Bick- 
erton, theatrical lawner, appraised at 
988,560 gross and $48,193 net. All 
soes to his widow. 

Toy Fair opened in N.Y. Monday. 
Feature almost 
ff military gadgets 

Summer school 


1 


is complete absence 


of the 


N.Y 
society 


Phil- 
will 


-open about June 1, 


| day. 


| housekeeper 
Forced to carry a black- | 


| open 


of court |} 


as | 


get | 


Local musical | 
union insisted that 10 union men be | 


not 


haled | 


| Music Corp 


For the instruc- 
tion of juvenile instrumentalists. Of 
last year’s graduates 34 obtained po- 
sitions with established orchs. 
Salmaggi family threw a party at 
their Bensonhurst home last Sunday 


| in advance celebration of Guido Sal- 
| maggi’s debut in opera at the Hippo- 


drome next Sunday. According to 
report (and reporters) it was a large 
party. 

Tavern on the Green, Central Park, 
to open for the summer next Satur- 
Savarin management. 

Lenore Ulric’s former’ secretary- 
tose Braden, obtained a 
judgment for $2,160.60 against her 
former employer Saturday. It’s a 
consent decree, but the actress says 
she doesn’t know anything about it. 

Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., to 
June 27 with ‘Honey.’ Tryout 
for Max Gordon, who plans to pre- 
sent it this fall. 

Award of 27 prizes made by Sal- 
maggi opera to high school pupils 
last week. 





Coast 


Everett N. Crosby, agent and 
brother of Bing Crosby, was granted 
a divorce in L. A. 

Mrs. Maybelle Hooper Reed, moth- 


er of Martha Raye, revealed her 
|}secret marriage to Peter Bauman, 
business manager for actress, in 


Phoenix, Ariz., last March 17. 

Harry Sherman, film producer, 
was ordered to pay his wife $400 
weekly alimony pending trial of 
their divorce suit in L.A, 

Trying out a circus act, Eva Hud- 
nall, 26, was killed when a 96-foot 
aerial platform collapsed in a lot 
next to her home in North Holly- 
wood. 

Gertrude Bentler, stage actress, 
suing Harold Bentler for divorce in 
L.A., was charged with cruelty in a 
cross complaint. 

Prowlers raided Carole Lombard’s 


| Bel-Air home of jewelry and cloth- 


ing valued at $25,000. 

Walt Disney took the stand in a 
Bakersfield court as a character wit- 
ness for Harry Bell, one ef his sound 
recorders, charged with negligent 
homicide as a result of a fatal motor 
accident. 

Simone Simon asked the L. A. dis- 
trict attorney’s ojifice to investigate 
a shortage in her bank account, 
somewhere between $15,000 and 
$50,000. Funds disappeared while 
she vacationed in Europe 

Helen King, model and former film 


player, injured in a street car acci- 
ident, filed a $25,000.damage suit 
against the Los Angeles Railway 
Corp. 

Stan Laurel and his wife, Vera 
Ivanova Shuvalova, went through 
their third marriage ceremony last 
Monday (25) in Beverly Hills. This 


time it was a Russian orthodox wed- 
ding 

Judith Allen 
filed application 


Doyle, film 
for a final 


actress, 
divorce 


| decree from Jack Doyle, Irish tenor- 


pugilist, in L. A. 


Beth Milton, stage actress, was 


| booked on a traffic charge after her 
/car crashed in Beverly Hills. 


Mrs. Gladys Camp divorced Walter 
Camp, Jr., former film executive, in 
Los Angeles. 

Carmel Meyers Blum, ex-film ac- 
tress, and her husband, Ralph Blum, 
were ordered to pay $3,203 following 
trial of an auto crash suit in L. A, 

Elizabeth D. Barnes, known in 
films as Betty Wood, dancer, dropped 
her separate maintenance action and 


| filed a divorce suit in L. A. against 


Georee Barnes. cameraman and for- 
mer husband of Joan Blondell. 





MARRIAGES 


Katheryn Van Gilder to Glen 
Parker in Marshalltown, Iowa, April 


16. He's announcer for WHO, Des 
Moines. 

Mildred Du Bois to Cordell Fray, 
|at Caliente, April 17. Bride is film 
actress; he is a film editor at Uni- 
versal. 

Edith Barrett to Vineent Price in 
New York, April 23. Both are legit 
actors, 


Keith Allien to Carlyle Stevens in 
Los Angeles, April 21. He’s a radio 
announcer. 

Aimee Christine Sivertsen to Mal- 


colm McGregor in Las Vegas, Nev., 
April 22. He’s a film actor. 
Von Greene to Mike Peyton in 


Bride’s a night club 
a Pittsburgh cafe singer. 


Miami, April 3. 
dancer; he’s 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs Russell Harlan, 
daughter, in Hollywood, April 19. 
Father is studio cameraman 

Mr and =o Mrs Nat Goldstone, 
daughter, in Hollywood, April 2!. 
Father is a talent agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Elkort, son 


94. Father is with 
x§ America in Chi. 


in Chicago, April 
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Circus Reviews 





Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Louisville, April 24. 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, after 
five days out, played a two-day stand 
here April 22-23, to nice biz, and with 
the advantage of cool, clear weather. 
Show started season with a dress re- 


hearsal engagement in Peru, Ind., 
and performance has been well- 


routined and whipped into shape, so 
that it runs a total of 110 minutes. 
Top billing in posters and ads has 
been given to Blacaman, said to be 
x Hindu animal hypnotist, who 
claims to put domestic animals, lions, 
and crocodiles in a hypnotic state, 
clad only in a loin cloth, and using 
neither whip, chair, or gun to subdue 
the animals. This feature was pre- 
sented in the aftershow at perform- 


ance caught, although Blacaman 
made two appearances during the 
main show as a bally for the after- 
piece. At his first showing he gave 


a demonstration of his ability to mes- 
merize a domestic fowl and a rabbit, 
after a spectacular entrance seated 
on an elephant, and accompanied by 
a corps of ballet girls. In the afte 
show, Blacaman displays his skill at 
taming a vicious crocodile, after re- 


moving a muzzle from its jaws and 
looking at it intently, after which 
the animal was motionless until re- 
leased from the spell by the fakir 
Later he subdues lions, and reduces 
them to a state of inertia, during 


which time he pummels them, ¢Car- 
resses them. and even allows them to 
lie upon him, all apparently under 
his magic spell. The act is a real 
thriller, and introduces an element 
of mystery not found in animal acts 
of a similar nature. 

with a girl number 
rings, six in each, pre- 
senting adagio and routine dance 
numbers, all well lighted. Mrs. 
Poodles Hanneford (sans 
and Doris Naughton then on for an 
entertaining pony drill, interspersed 
with an acro act by a team of girls. 
followed by the clown contingent fo1 
a parade around the track, under the 
leadership of Chester Barnett. This 
number was followed by an aerial 
act, unbilled, as show did not dis- 
tribute printed programs, and Mel 
Smith, announcer, did not introduce 
many of the acts by name. Nice 
routine stuff, a quartet of girls doing 
ladder work above each end ring, 
and two girls doing the iron 
stuff in the center circle. 
was being struck, a large elephant 
in Mae West get-up paraded around 
the hippodrome track 

A wild west offering, featuring 
trick riding by two femmes and two 
males, headed by Ted Merchant, per- 
formed on one side of the tent only, 
as reserves on the other side were 
empty. and racked a few minutes 
after the show was under way. Fol- 
lowing a comedy number by the 
clown troupe came, in ring one, Esta 
Escalante, and the La Foams, mother 
and daughter combo, in rings two 
and three. Miss Escalante was a 
standout with her routine of acro 
work, and worked the number into 
& bang-up finale. 

Display next brought on Mickey 
King. who made a graceful ascent 
to the top of the tent, for a series of 
arm rolls, 52 in all. Registered oke. 
Followed the Blacaman bally, after 
which a new Hanneford riding act. 
directed by Mrs. Hanneford, utilized 
10 girls and two men. After the 
routine stunts, a new European act, 
Mile. Lucy, performed on the plat- 
form on the back of a magnificent 
horse, which trotted around the ring. 


Spec opened 
jin all three 


She capered through a series of 
stunts and flips atop the animal, 


with a flashing finale a double somer- 
sault. Gal is plenty muscular and 
went over big with the audience. As 
an interlude, Cheerful Gardner, 
trainer, came on with his group of 
elephants, and filled the track with 
many tons of elephant flesh. 

Next on were the perch acts. In 
the center ring Page and Conchita. 
with gal working atop the pole and 
xetting plenty of attention and ap- 
plause. In ring two, Nada and Perez, 
and in ring three the Les Rebras 
troupe, both teams plenty clever, and 
finishing with a swing routine which 
kept all eyes traveling from one ring 


to the other. 

Tight wire performances were then 
on in each ring, center spot being 
taken by Philip Escalante, who 


proy ed to be the center of attraction. 
Escalante does a fast routine, with 


some clever balancing. and winding 
up with a drunk routine’ which 
gained. plenty of applause. Floyd 


Crouch Trio and the Acevedos Trio 


attracted attention in ring one and 
three respectively. All turns shape 
up well. 

Following another clown number 
led by producing clown Cheste 
Barnett, the herd of 22 bulls come 


on ior a swing routine, with a bit of 
tuckin’ and ‘Suzy-Q.’ under guid- 
ence of Cheerful Gardner. This fea- 
lure was followed by a routine of 
dancing, trick walking. and forma- 


ions by groups of liberty horses. 12 
In each ring, and displaying excellent 
training. 


c 


Act was unnamed as fal 
as the audience was concerned 
Howeve plenty okay, and interest- 
INg to all aves 

Jim Wong Troupe preceeded to do 


«ii manner ot risley stunts, and con- 


| 


Poodles) | 


jaw 
As rigging | 


' around the tan bark. 


tortionistic routines, and drew a 
hefty round of applause by tying 
themselves into knots, and bouncing 
A really flash 
act, and plenty clever. Audience in- 
dulged in plenty of palm pounding 
for this one. 

Show closed with trapeze acts 
working in two end rings. and run- 
ning through the usual routine 
catches and flips done by acts of this 
kind. Feature stunt misfired, when 
lad made blindfolded leap and missed 
partner’s hands, taking a bounce to 


the net. Did not attempt to finish 
the stunt, however, as ringmaster 


had apparently signaled for acrobats 


to descend 
Show wceund up at 10 p. m., after 
an 8:10 start. First ten minutes, after 


30-minute 


a concert by an 18-piece 
band, under the direction of Henry 
Kyes, was taken up by the sale of 
prize candy, with butchers distribut- 
ing the boxes among the audience 
Long five-minute spiel over the p. a. 
system preceded the _ distribution. | 


Also during the show an automobile 


was driven around the track. and a 
plug for the distributor was voiced 
over the p. a. system. 

Sideshow is managed by Mel 


Smith, who also doubles as announcer 
for the main show. Personnel of the 
show, especially the femme per- 
formers, are attractive looking, 
young, and costumes have a fresh- 
ness and liveliness that adds a great 
deal to the enjoyment of the circus. 
Frank Sanders is superintendent, as- 
sisted by Floyd Lee and 12 helpers. 
Howard Y. Bary, executive head, is 
to be congratulated on his line-up of 
acts, physical equipment, and busi- 
ness staff. as well as the band, which 
toots nobly throughout the entire 
performance, and the trick looks 
ship-shape to do nice business all 
along the line, given the breaks. 
Hold. 


DOWNIE BROS. 


Macon, Ga., April 24. 
In a bright array of new costumes 
and a new big top, Downie Brothers 


_Circus opened its 1938 season here | 


April 18 with two performances. 


One of the 
| the new 


smoothest features of 


, direction of B. T. Carsey. 
Tony Svaler followed by clowns 
| somersaulted over one, two and three 
horses and then over three elephants. 
Miss Georgiana with a parasol and 
| green ballet costume slid from a tall 
pole down a rope. She was followed 
{by Mickey Larkin in a head slide 
on a wire. Two tries were neces- 
sary to complete the act. Got a good 
hand. Riding acts in end rings and 
clowns were followed by ladder at 
end rings with quite juvenile lassies 
performing. 

Ruby Hoyt and Janet Wallace put 


the elephants through their paces in | 


the end rings next. Four in one ring 
and three in other. On way out 
these combined into one troupe for 
salute in walk around. 

Juggling in center ring with com- 
edy acrobats in end rings was the 
first time three rings going at once. 
This was followed by another three- 
ring feature, liberty horses in ends 
and ponies in center. 
bit uneven as animals 
vousness with routine. 

One of the best acts of the first 
half was that of the Cressonians, 
headed by Harry Cress with three 
daughters and three sons. Their 
triple somersault from a teeter board 
into a chair on the shoulders of a 
three-high gets a big hand. 

Royal wire artists, Belgian experts, 
perform in veteran fashion. As a 
takeoff an elephant follows in a 
board-walking stunt. Captain Pick- 
ard and his trained seals in center 
ring do the usual stunts. with sev- 
eral special ‘musical’ features. 

The riding Hodgini family in bare- 


showed ner- 


season's entertainment was | 
the playing of the band under the | 


These were a | 
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Fire-Eater Toasted 


St. Louis, April 26. 

| Teddy Roosevelt Cobb, 19-year-old 
Negro, got a jab as a fire eater with 
a carny working South St. Louis lots 
| last week but forgot the proper for- 
mula for his act ard, as a conse- | 
} quence, suffered serious burns on his | 
mouth, face, neck and left arm. In- | 
stead of using a sponge and a.cchol 
for the fire eating feat Cobb satur- 
ated a piece of rag with gasoline, ; 





WHAT THEY THINK 


Looking for Manely 


Lee 


| placed it in his mouth, exhaled and | Boys Town, Neb., April 15. 
| lighted the fumes. Editor, Variery: 
| Flames shot back to the rag and Some time ago we admitted to this 
before he could pull it from hkis| home a boy whose parents used to 
mouth he was severely burned. Hebe stage people. Their names were 
was treated at the Homer G. Phillips; Mr. Manely Lee. vaudeville actor. 
Hospital and then returned to his} and his wife. Evelvn. a dancer. The 
home to brush up on fire eating | Pees were married in 1923 or close 
technique to that time. and a vear or two laie! 
; i ; they separated. Since that time 
nothing is known about them The 
B'KLYN HOTELS «208 
» cale tine pnurent a! we TI 
that you might be able to he 
W 


e res do no 


what 


OY 


ret that we 
territory tl 
the exact 
However, we s 

ill be able 
tion about them 


Rer. 


t know ju 
people covered 
of their act 


ncerely hope that you 


IcSe 


nature 


NOT TO THT 
FOR FAIR 


to locate some informa- 


L. J. Demers 


Welfare Supervisor, Father Flana 
gan's Bovs Home 
Brooklyn hotels will not join othe Wrens Biltine 
New York inns in the gradual wrice- : 
raising preparatory to opening of! — Chicago, April 18 
| World’s Fair in 1939. Other hostel- Editor, Variety: 
| ries have already started their ante- Quoting the April 6 issue on the 


Wrigley Show: ‘Now announcer Dick 
| Post gets some help from Pat Ryan 
who steps up and bats out a broad- 
casting blurb.” Patty Andrews and 
I are doing dialog commercials now 
and then these days, but I don’t see 
how you can mean her. 
| It isn’t terribly important, but 
seriously, just out of good ol’ fash- 
ioned curiosity, I would like to know 
who Pat Ryan is? 
Dick Post, 
WBBM, Chicago. 

(Reviewer Bert, of Variety's staff, 
guesses he wasn't paying attention at 
the typewriter when he wrote Patty 
Andrews and Pat Ryan 
came out.) 


upping drive despite agreement with 
Fair not to do so, 

Since Brooklyn relies almost solely 
On permanent and semi-permanent 
hotel residents, managements can see 
|no percentage in kicking their ‘regu- 
lars’ around. Unlike Manhattan, the 
transient biz light there. Since 
only a portion of the Fair patronage 
will go to Brooklyn during stay, 
| obviously preferring the more cen- 
tral location, there’s no percentage, 
they figure. 


Cetlin-Wilson Rolls 


Charlotte, N. C., April 26. 
After at 
fairgrounds at Greensboro, Cetlin and 


is 





somehow 


RINGLING SHOW CLOSE 
TO TOP TAKE AGAIN 


winter quartering the 


Wilson carney this week rolled out 


its long caravan, going to Burling- 


ton where it is playing the first stand — 
Excellent business throughout 


of the season under auspices of the Easter week at Madison Square Gar 
4 . 4 « . * € = « - 


V.F.W. Six months of touring fol-| den indicated that the Ringling 
low. Bros., Barnum and Bailey circus will 
; , wi its i F 3é ‘de 
The annual tour of the show vere a ad a d ate Saturday 
will carry it approximately 2,000 antl . 7) , with te a 
. ating last season’s é 
miles before returning to Greens- | ™@ting last season's. At that time it 


was claimed the big top had its best 
Garden date in six years, the top 
gross of the opening date having 


boro next fall. This will extend as 
far north as Canada and as far west | 


as Ohio this season. Several lead- ; - 

— ied aia teaiell maps been registered in 1930. 

rm ag a “ . Pet = Stat fai Last season, because Easter came 
inciude te New versely ate fall early, the Ringling show missed the | 
at Trenton, New Jersey; Reading, | paster holidays. Last week's after- 
|Pa., fair; the Greensboro, N. C., tits 


noons were capacity with night at- 


fair; the Rocky Mount, N. C., fair; | tendance approaching sell-outs, In- 


the Salisbury, N. C., fair; the Dela- 
ware State fair at Harrington, and 
several others. 


strongly, as indicated by the advance 


| sale, 
From Burlington the show makes Monday (25) afternoon a tigress 


a jump to Philadelphia, Opening 
this week the tour will carry the 
shows into the second week of No- 
vember. The shows include a per- 
sonnel of nearly 600 people, a large 
herd of livestock, and many other 
materials and carnival accessories 

All told, the Cetlin and Wilson 
outfit this. year will include 15 rides 
and 20 shows. Approximately 
$15,000 has been spent on new rid- 
ing devices this year. 


which was Jed around the track in 
the spec broke away from her train- 
er backstage and loped down a cor- 
ridor leading to some dressing rooms. 
According to the circus press agents, 
Paul Horumpo, a midget, grabbed a 
prop mallet 
on the head to divert her course. 
led the cat to its cage but it was in 
no mood to parade and the stunt was 
‘out at the night show. 


back stunt riding occupy all attention | 


in center ring. Skill and daring 
combine to make this another top 
liner. Clowns at intervals keep the 


laughter going. 

An equestrienne ballet with danc- 
ing horses makes an effective scene 
as all cavort about the ring with lit- 
tle space between them. 


ing horses, iron jaws and perch act 


are followed bv an Indian riding 
stunt for the conclusion. 

The after act includes Indians. 
cowboy and cowgirl riding at a merry 
pace. 

After the night show the caravan 
rode out in motor vans for anothe! 
eason which is to take them to the 


West and to Canada. 


CIRCUS ROUTES 
Week of Mav 2 


Jarnes-Sells-Floto 
‘ ‘ } 
Sros.-Barn 


Ringling um & Bailey 


i 


Robbins Bres. 


McCoy Wild West 


ime TE de ! « ES 


High jump- | 


Johnny Powers Quits McCoy Show: 
Pic Cowboy ‘Too Much Hollyw 


Managerial mixup in the Tim Mc-,ments for Sunday layouts in the pa- 
~ ‘ 1 rT Ys he ) anve , Me. 
Cov circus came soon after the show Pers had been arranged for but Mc 

7 Coy ejected photographers <: e 
opened in Chicago with Johnny : ; , , : ws tne | 
p dress rehearsal and there were no 

wers renera manace! stepping - ia 7 

——— Et Pp! pictures to fill the allotted space. Mc 
out. feports around the outfit were 7, si. : . : 

pa é : Coy alibied by saying the lensemen 
that McCoy was ‘too much Holly- : 
‘a ; : made people nervou 
wood or him to jibe with seasoned ‘ : : . 
ee ; ? McCoy brought scenery from Hol- 
SOWIE. ywood which was regarded as mi 
Around $400,000 wa pent on the ; . 
i } yy : t lz “ed < u ld uU > hit 
A ‘ placed in a Wil west exhibition 
McCoy outfit and then it ran short , ; 

; Stents on 3 1 Dramatic interludes were also ob- 
of coin wucn oO ne mone lor the , 

' jected to as having no logical spot- 
30-car show was used in new rubber- 4... : sa / 

ting in such a performance 

tired wagor 3acking come from ¢ 
Providence coterie who had bcer n- 
terested in the Narragansett race- Bledsoe Dates Sou ht 
track Reported that a fast touch g 
for $15,000 nece arv to get tne Jide Bledsoe, Nevre baritone 

I it of te r Nn € York afte a Europe 

Jam between McCe and } ‘ { I 
iarted when the picture ¢ ‘ Simon zvency seeking e dat 
itossed arc d the press Arrange f hum. 








are 


} 
| 
| may go to the barn prematurely. The 
| 
re plenty of them to give up before 


| 
} 
' 
} 
| show did not start until 3:30 because 
] 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


j}atltempt was 


dications are that the show will close | 





and tapped the animal | 


Trainer grabbed the chain leash and | 
| Several 


I 
> 





ae 


Circuses This Year Have 


Shim Chance for Biz, Says Haag 


+ 


Cambridge, O., April 26. 
Circuses going out this season with 
a short bankroll are likely to fold up 
early, as it looks like a lean year 
for outdoor show patronage, Roy 
Haag, co-owner and general manager 


of the Haag Bros. cireus, a motorized 
outfit, informed a VARIETY corres- 
pondent here 

Haag bases his preaictior on OD- 
servations during five weeks’ tour of 
his small circu which hi: already 
traversed parts of several uthern 
states and is currently in Ohio, and 
due soon to invade western Penn- 
vivania steel cente 

After several wes ol - 
ng towns In many state cluding 
imany where we did good business 
last year, I am convinced that the 
people just don’t have money for 
amusements,’ said Haag. “There are 
plenty of curiosity seekers on the lots 
at every siop, but only a small per- 
centage of them have the price of 
admission. It may be that many of 
them have money, but they are hold- 
ing On to ijt. 

Through the South, especially in 
West Virginia, and Tennessee, unem- 
| ployment never has been as wide- 
| spread and indusirial plant opera- 
tions are at their lowest in years. 


| Mines are idle in West Virginia, usu- 
ally good territory for the shows in 
|the early spring, but there’s no 
money down there this seas Ohio 
doesn’t seem to be much better, busi- 
ness is spotty and even on days when 
the weather ideal, crowds aren't 
;}up to expectations and the show is 
{lucky to get the ‘nut.’ 


on, 


is 


| ‘In my opinion even the rail shows 


are to find things tough this 


unless they keep over- 
minimum some of these 


going 
season and 
head to a 


smartest of the agents are in quan- 


dary where to route their shows this 


to make 
for a 


season Carnivals 


and I look 


money. 
in lean year, 
mid-season,” he said. 


Fairmont, W. Va., April 26. 
Barnett Bros. Circus, generally 
voted a very good show of its size, 
did poor business in West Virginia 
despite fine weather for Parkersburg, 
| Clarksburg, Grafton and Morgantown 
dates. At Fairmont the afternoon 


a 
a 


| arrangements were made for schools 
to dismiss. A windstorm blew down 
the tent here just after the com- 
pletion of the afternoon show and no 
made to give 


a per- 


| formance at night. 


Rogers left the show at Clarksburg 


/to scout for good territory. 


-_ 


Chicago, April 26. 
Business was Off badly at both the 


| International Amphitheatre and the 


Stadium, where the Tim McCoy Wild 


West show and the Cole Bros, cir- 
;} cus opened their season. 

McCoy left town Saturday (23) 
|after a 10-day stay, headed for Co- 
lumbus, O. Cole Bros. circus will 
| stick until May 1], then off to Roches- 
ter, Ind., to pick up tent. 

Cole show doing considerably less 
than last year, when it turned in an 


excellent coin stanza at the Stadium. 


for the 
including 


alibis 
currently, 


poor business 
the sion, 


lack of new attractions and inability 


rece: 


to glamorize a circus indoors, 


Both shows flooded the town with 
paper in order to get some sort of 
| fathering so the acts wouldn't pet 


Jonesome. 


2 Amateur Aerialists 
Die on Coast in Fall 
Hollywood, April 26. 


Two amateur femme aerialists w ith 
circus ambitions were killed when a 
| 96-foot rigging collapsed on a lot 
| near their home in North Hollywood 
last Tuesday (19). Thev were Isabel 
Roberts, 21, and F Hudnal, 26 
Girls were practicing for a possible 
arney booking 
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~ JOMMY DORSEY 
SAYS THANKS 


TO THE THEATRES... .Tommy Dorsey, his 


trombone, and his orchestra have just completed a 
two-week record-breaking engagement at the Para- 
mount in New York. Easter Monday all records for 
morning attendance at the Paramount were smashed! 








































A recent road tour of one-week engagements 
took Tommy and the boys to the Earle Theatres in 
Philadelphia and Washington, The Stanley Theatre, 
Pittsburgh, and The Palace in Cleveland. 

The band will be heard during coming weeks at 
Shea's Buffalo Theatre, The Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 
two weeks at The Chicago Theatre, and then to 
the Fox Theatre, Detroit. 

Many thanks to all concerned for swell cooper- 
ation, 
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TO HIS RADIO SPONSORS. .. Since 
November 6, 1936, Tommy Dorsey has been oa 
the air coast-to-coast for the makers of Raleigh 
Cigarettes and Kool Cigarettes. 77 consecutive 
performances, and each one a real pleasure. Thanks 
to you folks in Louisville. 









TO VICTOR... Recording exclusively for Victor, 
the Tommy Dorsey discs have outsold all ochec 
bands during the past year. Leading hits were 
“Marie” and “Song of India.” “Who” and *Dipsy 
Doodle” are going ahead to higher sales, with 
“Yearning” and “’Deed I Do” going even higher. 








' Tommy says thanks to all of you at Victor, and 


That Sentimental Gentleman of Swing to those he has worked with on the road and on 


the air. 
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